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to reduce child abuse and improve safe
childcare among military families, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Armed
Services.
By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. HATCH,
Mr. TILLIS, and Mr. GRASSLEY):

S. 2847. A bill to provide that the Federal
Trade Commission shall exercise authority
with respect to mergers only under the Clay-
ton Act and only in the same procedural
manner as the Attorney General exercises
such authority, and to require the Federal
Communications Commission to approve or
deny a license transfer application within 180
days of submission; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mr. THUNE:

S. 2848. A bill to improve Department of
Transportation controlled substances and al-
cohol testing, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Ms. HARRIS:

S. 2849. A bill to prohibit the expansion of
immigration detention facilities, to improve
the oversight of such facilities, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. FLAKE (for himself and Mr.
MCcCAIN):

S. 2850. A bill to amend the White Moun-
tain Apache Tribe Water Rights Quantifica-
tion Act of 2010 to clarify the use of amounts
in the WMAT Settlement Fund; read the
first time.

By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Mr.
BURR):

S. 2851. A bill to improve regional health
care emergency preparedness and response
systems, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. BURR (for himself, Mr. CASEY,
Mr. ALEXANDER, and Mrs. MURRAY):

S. 2852. A bill to reauthorize certain pro-
grams under the Pandemic and All-Hazards
Preparedness Reauthorization Act; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. BOOKER:

S. Res. 507. A resolution recognizing the
importance of the goal of National Women’s
Health Week to empower adolescent girls
and women of all ages to make informed
choices about their sexual activity and effec-
tive steps to prevent against HIV; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself, Mr.
KING, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, and Ms. COL-
LINS):

S. Res. 508. A resolution supporting the
goals of Myalgic Encephalomyelitis/Chronic
Fatigue Syndrome International Awareness
Day; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

By Mr. MCCONNELL:

S. Res. 509. A resolution providing for
members on the part of the Senate of the
Joint Committee on Printing and the Joint
Committee of Congress on the Library; con-
sidered and agreed to.

By Mr. MENENDEZ (for himself and
Mr. ISAKSON):

S. Res. 510. A resolution expressing support
for the designation of the month of May 2018
as ‘‘National Bladder Cancer Awareness
Month’’; considered and agreed to.
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ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 308
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
308, a bill to amend title XI of the So-
cial Security Act to require applicable
manufacturers to include information
regarding payments made to physician
assistants, nurse practitioners, and
other advance practice nurses in trans-
parency reports submitted under sec-
tion 1128G of such Act.
S. 372
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
372, a bill to amend the Tariff Act of
1930 to ensure that merchandise arriv-
ing through the mail shall be subject
to review by U.S. Customs and Border
Protection and to require the provision
of advance electronic information on
shipments of mail to U.S. Customs and
Border Protection and for other pur-
poses.
S. 379
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE,
the name of the Senator from Lou-
isiana (Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 379, a bill to amend title
II of the Social Security Act to elimi-
nate the five month waiting period for

disability insurance benefits under
such title for individuals with
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis.

S. 909

At the request of Mr. THUNE, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 909, a bill to amend the
Food Security Act of 1985 to extend and
improve conservation programs, and
for other purposes.

S. 1086

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1086, a bill to amend title 10, United
States Code, to remove the prohibition
on eligibility for TRICARE Reserve Se-
lect of members of the reserve compo-
nents of the Armed Forces who are eli-
gible to enroll in a health benefits plan
under chapter 89 of title 5, United
States Code.

S. 1238

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1238, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to in-
crease and make permanent the exclu-
sion for benefits provided to volunteer
firefighters and emergency medical re-
sponders.

S. 1278

At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIRONO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1278, a bill to provide for the admission
of the State of Washington, D.C. into
the Union.

S. 1328

At the request of Mr. KAINE, the

name of the Senator from Delaware
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(Mr. CooNs) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1328, a bill to extend the protec-
tions of the Fair Housing Act to per-
sons suffering discrimination on the
basis of sexual orientation or gender
identity, and for other purposes.
S. 2144
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN,
the name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2144, a bill to provide a process
for granting lawful permanent resident
status to aliens from certain countries
who meet specified eligibility require-
ments.
S. 2415
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr.
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2415, a bill to amend title XIX of the
Social Security Act to streamline en-
rollment of certain Medicaid providers
and suppliers across State lines, and
for other purposes.
S. 2499
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2499, a bill to require the Fi-
nancial Industry Regulatory Authority
to establish a relief fund to provide in-
vestors with the full value of unpaid
arbitration awards issued against bro-
kerage firms or brokers regulated by
the Authority.
S. 2568
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KiNG) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2568, a bill to amend section 5000A of
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to
provide an additional religious exemp-
tion from the individual health cov-
erage mandate, and for other purposes.
S. 2572
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the
name of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2572, a bill to amend the Ele-
mentary and Secondary Education Act
of 1965 to address and take action to
prevent bullying and harassment of
students.
S. 2652
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator from
Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO), the Senator from
Michigan (Ms. STABENOW), the Senator
from Iowa (Mr. GRASSLEY) and the Sen-
ator from Mississippi (Mrs. HYDE-
SMITH) were added as cosponsors of S.
2652, a bill to award a Congressional
Gold Medal to Stephen Michael Glea-
son.
S. 2667
At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL,
the name of the Senator from Virginia
(Mr. KAINE) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 2667, a bill to amend the Agricul-
tural Marketing Act of 1946 to provide
for State and Tribal regulation of hemp
production, and for other purposes.
S. 2802
At the request of Mr. BLUNT, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
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(Mr. WICKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2802, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide the op-
portunity for responsible health sav-
ings to all American families.
S. 2823
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Louisiana
(Mr. CASSIDY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2823, a bill to modernize copyright
law, and for other purposes.
S. 2829
At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2829, a bill to amend the
Federal Reserve Act to require Federal
Reserve banks to interview at least one
individual reflective of gender diver-
sity and one individual reflective of ra-
cial or ethnic diversity when appoint-
ing Federal Reserve bank presidents,
and for other purposes.
S. 2835
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the
name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2835, a bill to require a
study of the well-being of the news-
print and publishing industry in the
United States, and for other purposes.
S.J. RES. 5
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S.J. Res. 5, a joint resolution remov-
ing the deadline for the ratification of
the equal rights amendment.
S.J. RES. 24
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S.J. Res. 24, a joint resolu-
tion proposing an amendment to the
Constitution of the United States rel-
ative to balancing the budget.
S.J. RES. 56
At the request of Mr. GRAHAM, the
names of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. TOOMEY), the Senator from
Texas (Mr. CRUZ) and the Senator from
Iowa (Mrs. ERNST) were added as co-
sponsors of S.J. Res. 56, a joint resolu-
tion providing for congressional dis-
approval under chapter 8 of title 5,
United States Code, of the rule sub-
mitted by Bureau of Consumer Finan-
cial Protection relating to ‘‘Payday,
Vehicle, Title, and Certain High-Cost
Installment Loans’.
S. RES. 368
At the request of Mr. CORKER, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 368, a resolution supporting
the right of all Iranian citizens to have
their voices heard.
S. RES. 414
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from New Jersey
(Mr. BOOKER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 414, a resolution condemning
the continued undemocratic measures
by the Government of Venezuela to un-
dermine the independence of demo-
cratic institutions and calling for a
free and fair electoral process.
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S. RES. 435

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. Res. 435, a resolution expressing
the sense of the Senate that the 85th
anniversary of the Ukrainian Famine
of 1932-1933, known as the Holodomor,
should serve as a reminder of repres-
sive Soviet policies against the people
of Ukraine.

————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself,
Mr. GRASSLEY, Mrs. CAPITO, and
Mr. DURBIN):

S. 2838. A bill to amend the Con-
trolled Substances Act to require the
Drug Enforcement Administration to
report certain information on distribu-
tion of opioids, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I
rise with my colleagues, Senators
GRASSLEY, CAPITO, and DURBIN to in-
troduce the Using Data to Prevent
Opioid Diversion Act.

This legislation provides additional
tools to drug manufacturers and dis-
tributors to better enable them to de-
termine when orders of opioids are sus-
picious.

It also provides additional tools for
law enforcement to hold manufacturers
and distributors who fail to identify,
report, and stop suspicious orders of
opioids accountable.

Between 2006 and 2016, nearly 21 mil-
lion opioids were distributed to two
pharmacies in Williamson, West Vir-
ginia, which has a population of nearly
3,000. Even worse, between 2007 and
2008, nearly 9 million pills were distrib-
uted to a single pharmacy in Kermit,
West Virginia, which has a population
of only 392.

In total, between 2007 and 2012, 780
million oxycodone and hydrocodone
pills—two powerful opioids—were dis-
tributed to pharmacies throughout
West Virginia. These two drugs con-
tributed to 1,700 drug overdose deaths
in the state.

All of this happened despite the fact
that opioid manufacturers and dis-
tributors are required to detect and
disclose suspicious orders of opioids to
the Drug Enforcement Administration
(DEA). They are also required to keep
complete and accurate records relating
to the sale, delivery, or disposal of
opioids through the Automated Re-
ports and Consolidated Ordering Sys-
tem, often referred to as ARCOS.

While required by law to provide this
information, once obtained, the DEA is
not required to disclose to opioid man-
ufacturers and distributors the total
number of distributors serving a single
pharmacy or practitioner, or the total
quantity and type of opioids being dis-
tributed.

This creates a blind spot because
there is no awareness of how many
drugs are entering a community. This
lack of information may be part of the
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reason that millions of opioids were
able to be delivered to small mom and
pop pharmacies in West Virginia.

Our bill corrects this problem by re-
quiring the DEA to provide to opioid
manufacturers and distributors
anonymized information related to the
number of distributors serving a single
pharmacy or practitioner, and the
quantity and type of opioids being de-
livered to each.

This information, coupled with the
algorithms that these companies al-
ready use in their efforts to determine
the legitimacy of opioid orders, will
help manufacturers and distributors
better prevent these substances from
being diverted to someone other than
the intended recipient who has a lawful
prescription.

Our bill also strengthens account-
ability by establishing civil and crimi-
nal fines for drug manufacturers and
distributors who fail to consider
ARCOS data when determining wheth-
er an order for opioids is suspicious.
Additionally, it increases existing civil
fines for drug manufacturers and dis-
tributors who fail to report suspicious
orders and keep accurate records ten-
fold, from $10,000 to $100,000. It also
doubles existing criminal fines from
$250,000 to $500,000.

In addition to opioid manufacturers
and distributors, accurate and timely
data related to the manufacture and
distribution of opioids can also assist
state officials in stopping suspicious
orders.

That is why our bill requires the
United States Attorney General to
share standardized reports with state
officials, including regulatory, licens-
ing, attorneys general, and law en-
forcement agencies, related to the dis-
tribution patterns collected by the
ARCOS database on a semi-annual
basis.

Finally, our bill requires the Depart-
ment of Justice to provide an annual
report to Congress on how it is using
ARCOS data to identify and stop sus-
picious activity related to opioids.

Opioid manufacturers and distribu-
tors are on the front lines and have an
important role to play in combatting
the opioid crisis.

In 2016, we lost 64,000 individuals to
drug overdose deaths in our country.
More than 42,000 of these were opioid
related.

Prevention is critical to reducing
these deaths.

The Using Data to Prevent Opioid Di-
version Act will help ensure that we
never have another situation in which
9 million pills are delivered to a single
pharmacy in a town that has a popu-
lation of less than 400 people. It will
provide drug manufacturers and dis-
tributors with the tools they need to
better prevent the distribution of
opioids to bad actors, and will provide
law enforcement with the authority to
hold them accountable for failure to do
S0.
I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation and look forward to its pas-
sage.
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