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East during Operation Desert Shield and Op-
eration Desert Storm, and later during Oper-
ation Enduring Freedom and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom; 

Whereas, in 2009, tanks from the Armor 
School at Fort Knox arrived at Fort 
Benning, combining infantry and armor at 1 
post and forming the Maneuver Center of Ex-
cellence; 

Whereas the Maneuver Center of Excel-
lence consists of— 

(1) the Capabilities Development and Inte-
gration Directorate; 

(2) the United States Army Infantry 
School; 

(3) the 199th Infantry Brigade; 
(4) the United States Army Armor School; 
(5) the Directorate of Training and Doc-

trine; and 
(6) additional tenant units; 
Whereas some of the most respected United 

States military leaders in the 20th century 
were stationed at Fort Benning, including— 

(1) General Omar Bradley; 
(2) General Dwight Eisenhower; 
(3) General George Marshall; 
(4) General George Patton; 
(5) General William Livsey; and 
(6) General Colin Powell; 
Whereas Fort Benning has helped foster 

changes in the role of women in the military; 
Whereas, on December, 14, 1973, Privates 

Joyce Kutsch and Rita Johnson became the 
first women to graduate the Basic Airborne 
Course, and later, United States Army Quar-
termaster School Parachute Rigger Course; 

Whereas, on August 21, 2015, Captain 
Kristen Griest and 1st Lieutenant Shaye 
Haver became the first 2 women to graduate 
from the Army Ranger school at Fort 
Benning; 

Whereas, on December 1, 2016, 13 women be-
came the first ever to graduate from the 
Army Armor Basic Officer Leader Course at 
Fort Benning; 

Whereas, on May 19, 2017, Company A, 1st 
Battalion, 19th Infantry Regiment, 198th In-
fantry Brigade, graduated 137 new Infantry 
soldiers, including 18 women who completed 
the first inter-gender Infantry One Station 
Unit Training at Fort Benning; 

Whereas, on June 22, 2017, 4 women became 
the first ever to graduate from the Cavalry 
School of the Army at Fort Benning; 

Whereas Fort Benning is the sixth largest 
military installation in the United States 
covering approximately 182,000 acres, with a 
$5,500,000,000 economic impact to the ‘‘Tri- 
Community’’ and approximately 120,000 mili-
tary and civilian personnel; 

Whereas the Columbus Chamber of Com-
merce, the Rotary Club of Columbus, Colum-
bus 2025, and other partnering groups fought 
to establish and have continued to support 
Fort Benning from its inception; 

Whereas the people of the Tri-Community 
fought to establish and have continued to 
support Fort Benning from its inception; and 

Whereas the following visionary citizens 
displayed the foresight, vision, and leader-
ship to fight to establish Camp Benning near 
Columbus, Georgia: 

(1) Mr. John Betjeman. 
(2) Mr. Rhodes Browne. 
(3) Mr. John Ralston Cargill. 
(4) Mr. Lucius H. Chappell. 
(5) Mr. Henry B. Crawford. 
(6) Mr. J. Homer Dimon. 
(7) Mr. Robert Ernest Dismukes. 
(8) Mr. W.J. Fielder. 
(9) Mr. Reynolds Flournoy. 
(10) Mr. Frank U. Garrard. 
(11) Mr. Ralph Curtis Jordan. 
(12) Mr. Albert Kirven. 
(13) Mr. A.F. Kunze. 
(14) Mr. Frank G. Lumpkin. 
(15) Mr. Leighton W. MacPherson. 
(16) Mr. H.R. Mcclatchey. 

(17) Mr. T.T. Miller. 
(18) Mr. Marshall Morton. 
(19) Mr. Roger M. Page. 
(20) Mr. T.G. Reeves. 
(21) Mr. Walter A. Richards. 
(22) Mr. H.C. Smith: Now, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors Fort Benning in Columbus, 

Georgia, on its 100th anniversary; 
(2) commends the thousands of men and 

women who have worked and trained at Fort 
Benning; 

(3) honors the people of the ‘‘Tri-Commu-
nity’’ including those in Columbus, Georgia, 
and Phenix City, Alabama, for their contin-
ued support of Fort Benning; and 

(4) encourages Fort Benning to continue 
its instrumental role in preparing the brave 
men and women of the United States for the 
battlefield. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 489—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF WORLD MALARIA 
DAY 

Mr. WICKER (for himself, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. RUBIO, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. BROWN, 
and Mr. DURBIN) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 489 

Whereas April 25 of each year is recognized 
internationally as World Malaria Day; 

Whereas malaria is a leading cause of 
death and disease in many developing coun-
tries, despite being preventable and treat-
able; 

Whereas fighting malaria is in the national 
interest of the United States because reduc-
ing the risk of malaria protects members of 
the Armed Forces and other people of the 
United States serving overseas in malaria- 
endemic regions, and reducing malaria 
deaths helps to lower risks of instability in 
less developed countries; 

Whereas United States support for efforts 
to fight malaria— 

(1) is in the diplomatic and moral interests 
of the United States; 

(2) generates goodwill toward the United 
States; and 

(3) highlights the values of the people of 
the United States through the work of gov-
ernmental, nongovernmental, and faith- 
based organizations of the United States; 

Whereas, in 2016, 91 countries and areas had 
ongoing malaria transmissions; 

Whereas nearly 1⁄2 of the population of the 
world is at risk for malaria, with sub-Saha-
ran Africa carrying a disproportionately 
high burden, with 80 percent of malaria cases 
and 91 percent of malaria deaths in the 
world; 

Whereas young children and pregnant 
women are particularly vulnerable to, and 
disproportionately affected by, malaria; 

Whereas malaria greatly affects the health 
of children, since children under the age of 5 
account for an estimated 70 percent of ma-
laria deaths each year; 

Whereas the World Malaria Report 2017 by 
the World Health Organization states that, 
in 2016, approximately 445,000 people died of 
malaria, which is a 50-percent decrease since 
2000; 

Whereas the United States Government 
has played a leading role in the recent 
progress made toward reducing the global 
burden of malaria, particularly through the 
President’s Malaria Initiative and the con-
tribution of the United States to the Global 
Fund to Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Ma-
laria; and 

Whereas the United States Government is 
pursuing a comprehensive approach to end-

ing malaria deaths through the President’s 
Malaria Initiative, which is led by the 
United States Agency for International De-
velopment and implemented with assistance 
from the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, the Department of State, the 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
the National Institutes of Health, the De-
partment of Defense, and private sector enti-
ties: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of World 

Malaria Day; 
(2) recognizes the importance of reducing 

malaria prevalence and deaths to improve 
overall child and maternal health, especially 
in sub-Saharan Africa; 

(3) commends the recent progress made to-
ward reducing global malaria morbidity, 
mortality, and prevalence, particularly 
through the efforts of the President’s Ma-
laria Initiative and the Global Fund to Fight 
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria; 

(4) welcomes ongoing public-private part-
nerships to research and develop more effec-
tive and affordable tools for malaria diag-
nosis, treatment, and vaccination; 

(5) recognizes the goals, priorities, and au-
thorities to combat malaria set forth in the 
Tom Lantos and Henry J. Hyde United 
States Global Leadership Against HIV/AIDS, 
Tuberculosis, and Malaria Reauthorization 
Act of 2008 (Public Law 110–293; 122 Stat. 
2918); 

(6) supports continued leadership by the 
United States in bilateral, multilateral, and 
private sector efforts to combat malaria and 
to work with developing countries to create 
long-term strategies to increase ownership 
over malaria programs; and 

(7) encourages other members of the inter-
national community to sustain and increase 
their support for, and financial contributions 
to, efforts to combat malaria worldwide. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 490—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 2018 AS ‘‘FINAN-
CIAL LITERACY MONTH’’ 

Mr. REED (for himself, Mr. SCOTT, 
Mr. DONNELLY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
BLUNT, Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. 
BOOZMAN, Mrs. MURRAY, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mrs. CAPITO, Mrs. ERNST, Ms. 
SMITH, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. COONS, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. CARDIN, Ms. CANT-
WELL, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
CARPER, and Mr. WICKER) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 490 

Whereas, according to the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation (referred to in this 
preamble as the ‘‘FDIC’’), at least 26.9 per-
cent of households in the United States, or 
nearly 33,500,000 households with approxi-
mately 66,700,000 adults, are unbanked or 
underbanked and therefore have not had an 
opportunity to access savings, lending, and 
other basic financial services; 

Whereas, according to the FDIC, approxi-
mately 30 percent of banks reported in 2011 
that consumers lacked an understanding of 
the financial products and services banks of-
fered; 

Whereas, according to the 2017 Consumer 
Financial Literacy Survey final report of the 
National Foundation for Credit Counseling— 

(1) 80 percent of adults in the United States 
acknowledged that they could benefit from 
additional advice and answers to everyday fi-
nancial questions from a professional; 

(2) 39 percent of households in the United 
States reported carrying credit card debt 
from month to month; 
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(3) only 40 percent of adults in the United 

States maintain a budget; 
(4) 25 percent of adults in the United States 

do not have any money saved for retirement; 
and 

(5) 16 percent of adults in the United States 
identified not having enough ‘‘rainy day’’ 
savings for an emergency, and 18 percent of 
adults in the United States identified not 
having enough money set aside for retire-
ment, as the most worrisome area of per-
sonal finance; 

Whereas the 2017 Retirement Confidence 
Survey conducted by the Employee Benefit 
Research Institute found that 73 percent of 
workers are not currently saving for retire-
ment; 

Whereas, according to the statistical re-
lease of the Board of Governors of the Fed-
eral Reserve System for the fourth quarter 
of 2017 entitled ‘‘Financial Accounts of the 
United States: Flow of Funds, Balance 
Sheets, and Integrated Macroeconomic Ac-
counts’’, outstanding household debt in the 
United States was $15,660,000,000,000 at the 
end of the fourth quarter of 2017; 

Whereas, according to the 2018 Survey of 
the States: Economic and Personal Finance 
Education in Our Nation’s Schools, a bien-
nial report by the Council for Economic Edu-
cation— 

(1) only 22 States require students to take 
an economics course as a high school gradua-
tion requirement; and 

(2) only 17 States require students to take 
a personal finance course as a high school 
graduation requirement, either independ-
ently or as part of an economics course; 

Whereas, according to the Gallup-HOPE 
Index, only 52 percent of students in the 
United States have money in a bank or cred-
it union account; 

Whereas expanding access to the safe, 
mainstream financial system will provide in-
dividuals with less expensive and more se-
cure options for managing finances and 
building wealth; 

Whereas quality personal financial edu-
cation is essential to ensure that individuals 
are prepared— 

(1) to manage money, credit, and debt; and 
(2) to become responsible workers, heads of 

household, investors, entrepreneurs, business 
leaders, and citizens; 

Whereas increased financial literacy em-
powers individuals to make wise financial 
decisions and reduces the confusion caused 
by an increasingly complex economy; 

Whereas a greater understanding of, and 
familiarity with, financial markets and in-
stitutions will lead to increased economic 
activity and growth; and 

Whereas, in 2003, Congress— 
(1) determined that coordinating Federal 

financial literacy efforts and formulating a 
national strategy is important; and 

(2) in light of that determination, passed 
the Financial Literacy and Education Im-
provement Act (20 U.S.C. 9701 et seq.), estab-
lishing the Financial Literacy and Education 
Commission: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates April 2018 as ‘‘Financial Lit-

eracy Month’’ to raise public awareness 
about— 

(A) the importance of personal financial 
education in the United States; and 

(B) the serious consequences that may re-
sult from a lack of understanding about per-
sonal finances; and 

(2) calls on the Federal Government, 
States, localities, schools, nonprofit organi-
zations, businesses, and the people of the 
United States to observe Financial Literacy 
Month with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 491—RECOG-
NIZING THE INDEPENDENT 
TRANSPORTATION NETWORK OF 
AMERICA ON THE OCCASION OF 
PROVIDING 1,000,000 RIDES TO 
OLDER AND VISUALLY CHAL-
LENGED PEOPLE OF THE UNITED 
STATES 

Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Mr. 
KING) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 

S. RES. 491 

Whereas the number of people of the 
United States aged 65 and older is projected 
to more than double from 46,000,000 today to 
almost 100,000,000 by the year 2060, when peo-
ple of the United States aged 65 or older will 
represent nearly a quarter of the total popu-
lation of the United States; 

Whereas transportation is necessary for ac-
cess to the basic necessities of life and most 
people of the United States outlive their de-
cision to stop driving by more than a decade; 

Whereas 3 out of 4 older people in the 
United States live in rural and suburban 
communities that lack the density for tradi-
tional transportation solutions; 

Whereas the scarcity of transportation for 
older people of the United States leads to so-
cial isolation, diminishing quality of life, 
limited access to health care services, and a 
strain on families and caregivers; 

Whereas the Independent Transportation 
Network of America (referred to in this pre-
amble as ‘‘ITNAmerica’’) is a nonprofit 
transportation network company that inte-
grates social capital through volunteerism 
and local community support with tradi-
tional capital to increase the resources 
available to meet the mobility needs of older 
people, visually challenged people, and the 
families of older and visually challenged peo-
ple; 

Whereas the average age of ITNAmerica 
riders is 84, and 58 percent of riders are 85 
years and older; 

Whereas ITNAmerica has built Rides in 
Sight, a searchable, online database of all 
senior transportation services in the United 
States, with 15,000 services catalogued, and 
offers it to the public as a free service; and 

Whereas ITNAmerica has provided 1,000,000 
rides to older and visually challenged people 
of the United States and, of those rides— 

(1) 40 percent were for the purpose of ob-
taining health care services; 

(2) 21 percent were for people who are vis-
ually challenged; and 

(3) 44 percent have been provided by volun-
teer drivers: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) congratulates the volunteers and staff 

of the Independent Transportation Network 
of America in communities across the United 
States for the 1,000,000 rides they have pro-
vided to older and visually challenged peo-
ple, their families, and their communities; 

(2) recognizes the Independent Transpor-
tation Network of America as a nonprofit 
transportation network company that serves 
the common good and has helped people re-
main in their own homes and communities 
after they can no longer drive safely; and 

(3) anticipates many more millions of rides 
in the future as the Independent Transpor-
tation Network of America helps to meet the 
mobility needs of older and visually chal-
lenged people and the needs of small and 
rural communities across the United States. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 492—SUP-
PORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL SAFE 
DIGGING MONTH 

Mr. THUNE (for himself, Mr. NELSON, 
Mrs. FISCHER, and Mr. PETERS) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 492 

Whereas each year, the underground util-
ity infrastructure of the United States, in-
cluding pipelines, electric, gas, tele-
communications, water, sewer, and cable tel-
evision lines, is jeopardized by unintentional 
damage caused by those who fail to have un-
derground lines located prior to digging; 

Whereas some utility lines are buried only 
a few inches underground, making the lines 
easy to strike, even during shallow digging 
projects; 

Whereas digging prior to locating under-
ground utility lines often results in unin-
tended consequences, such as service inter-
ruption, environmental damage, personal in-
jury, and even death; 

Whereas the month of April marks the be-
ginning of the peak period during which ex-
cavation projects are carried out around the 
United States; 

Whereas in 2002, Congress required the De-
partment of Transportation and the Federal 
Communications Commission to establish a 
3-digit, nationwide, toll-free number to be 
used by State ‘‘One Call’’ systems to provide 
information on underground utility lines; 

Whereas in 2005, the Federal Communica-
tions Commission designated ‘‘811’’ as the 
nationwide ‘‘One Call’’ number for home-
owners and excavators to use to obtain infor-
mation on underground utility lines before 
conducting excavation activities; 

Whereas the 1,700 members of the Common 
Ground Alliance, who are dedicated to ensur-
ing public safety, environmental protection, 
and the integrity of services, promote the 
national ‘‘Call Before You Dig’’ campaign to 
increase public awareness about the impor-
tance of homeowners and excavators calling 
811 to find out the exact location of under-
ground lines; 

Whereas the Pipeline Safety, Regulatory 
Certainty, and Job Creation Act of 2011 (Pub-
lic Law 112–90; 125 Stat. 1904) affirmed and 
expanded the ‘‘One Call’’ program by elimi-
nating exemptions given to local and State 
government agencies and their contractors 
regarding notifying ‘‘One Call’’ centers be-
fore digging; and 

Whereas the Common Ground Alliance has 
designated April as ‘‘National Safe Digging 
Month’’ to increase awareness of safe digging 
practices across the United States and to 
celebrate the anniversary of 811, the national 
‘‘Call Before You Dig’’ number: Now, there-
fore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals and ideals of Na-

tional Safe Digging Month; and 
(2) encourages all homeowners and exca-

vators throughout the United States to call 
811 before digging. 
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