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returned from a multinational meeting 
with a number of key allies, including 
Japan and South Korea. This meeting 
was to focus on North Korean provo-
cations. This meeting was cosponsored 
by the Secretary of State, Rex 
Tillerson, in Vancouver. Secretary 
Mattis was at that meeting to provide 
a military perspective. In our conversa-
tion, he reiterated to me the impor-
tance of strong diplomatic efforts to 
resolve tensions with North Korea. 

I call on the President to support 
these kinds of initiatives and to give 
Secretary Tillerson all the resources he 
needs to succeed in his diplomatic en-
deavors. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Kansas. 
TRIBUTE TO ROBERT DOLE 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, we had a 
very special day in the Capitol this 
afternoon, and I am grateful that we as 
a nation were able to honor Senator 
Robert Dole by presenting him with 
the Congressional Gold Medal. It is the 
highest civilian honor the United 
States can bestow. 

Senator Dole joins a list of very es-
teemed Americans going back to 1776, 
with President George Washington as 
the first recipient of this award. The 
Gold Medal shows our highest expres-
sion of national appreciation for distin-
guished achievements and contribu-
tions, and Senator Dole is such a de-
serving recipient of this award. It was 
a real honor and pleasure for me to be 
there to see this take place. 

Senator Dole is known, obviously, as 
a former Member of the Senate, a ma-
jority leader, and a Presidential can-
didate, but I would put at the top of my 
list of the attributes that I admire and 
respect Senator Dole’s service in our 
military. 

Senator Dole joined the Army short-
ly after the attack on Pearl Harbor. He 
was 21 years old and left Russell, KS, 
and ended up on a battlefield in the 
hills and mountains of Italy. He suf-
fered for 9 hours after being hit by a 
Nazi bullet that did tremendous dam-
age to his body and to his life. But that 
wasn’t the end, as it could be for some 
people—even if people continued to live 
after these traumatic injuries. This 
was a recovery process that began that 
day for Senator Dole. 

I once heard a story about Bob Dole’s 
commitment to our country, and it 
stuck with me. There are lots of Dole 
stories, particularly in Kansas. Bob 
Dole used his injuries to learn about 
caring—not for himself but for others. 
His service in World War II—again, 
what I greatly admire and esteem—also 
resulted in his effort to raise money, 
with no taxpayer dollars involved, to 
build the World War II Memorial that 
is now on the National Mall. Senator 
Dole took that task on and made cer-
tain that happened for his soldiers and 
fellow colleagues who served in World 
War II. He went out and raised money 
across the country. He was out in Hol-
lywood, CA, and he was visiting with 

one of those people who have lots of 
money. Senator Dole asked for that 
person’s support for this project, and 
he was told by that wealthy person 
that he was not interested. ‘‘I have 
other priorities.’’ Senator Dole re-
sponded to that mogul: ‘‘When I was 22, 
I had other priorities, too. I went to 
war.’’ That is the Bob Dole who every 
day since then has gone to battle on 
behalf of Americans, other Kansans, 
and people across our country. 

His service in many ways began with 
his military service but has continued 
every day since his days in the 10th 
Mountain Division. During his nearly 
36 years on Capitol Hill, Senator Dole 
became known as the leader who 
worked relentlessly to forge alliances 
and to pass significant legislation. 
Today, he serves as a role model for 
those of us involved in this legislative 
process. We ought to be fully engaged 
in the kind of public service that Sen-
ator Dole represented. Senator Dole 
has used his experiences to be a cham-
pion every day for those individuals 
with disabilities and for veterans. 

Coming from Kansas, he had an ap-
preciation for those who were in need 
of food. Senator Dole grew up in the 
Depression and knew tough times, but 
it became a goal for him to see that 
people who were hungry were fed. It is 
one of the reasons I continue to chair 
and work in the Senate Hunger Caucus. 
Kansas is a place where we raise a lot 
of food but recognize there are a lot of 
people who are still hungry. We have a 
role that we can play, and Senator 
Dole provided the leadership to accom-
plish that. 

I now occupy this desk. It is kind of 
an amazing development, but this is 
the desk that Senator Dole had on the 
Senate floor during his time here, and 
this desk allows me to be reminded of 
the type of public service that too 
often we think is a thing of the past. It 
doesn’t have to be a thing of the past; 
it could be a thing of the present. And 
each of us can use that role model to 
make certain that in our day, we do 
the things necessary to bring people to-
gether and to find solutions to common 
problems. 

There probably is no one living from 
Kansas more admired and respected 
than Senator Bob Dole. For three dec-
ades, he was our Congressman and our 
Senator. 

He grew up just down the road in 
Russell, KS, just a few miles from my 
hometown. I have seen what continues 
today to be the love and respect of 
Kansans—particularly those from 
small towns and particularly those 
from his hometown of Russell—and 
their regard for him. We ought to work 
every day to honor his legacy. 

I think there is something about 
growing up in smalltown America. 
There are differences of opinions in 
small towns. There are Republicans 
and Democrats in communities across 
Kansas, and there are people who go to 
this church and that church, but when 
you are in a small town, you have no 

choice but to figure out how to get 
along and how to solve problems and 
how to work together. Bob Dole 
brought that Kansas common sense 
and good will and desire to have 
achievements instead of a fight to the 
U.S. Senate. 

I honor Senator Dole for his military 
service and for his public service as an 
elected official of our government. I 
thank him for his efforts on behalf of 
veterans, on behalf of people with dis-
abilities, and on behalf of people who 
are hungry. 

I ask my colleagues, in honoring Sen-
ator Dole by presenting him a medal 
today, that that is not all we do; that 
we honor his work by doing ours bet-
ter. 

I have been with Senator Dole at the 
World War II Memorial. When Honor 
Flights come to Washington, DC, he is 
there. He is there almost every time a 
Kansas group comes to the World War 
II Memorial, but he is there when al-
most any group of World War II vet-
erans come to visit the World War II 
Memorial. I have watched the way they 
respond to him, and the mutual respect 
between him and fellow veterans is in-
spiring and unparalleled. 

I am a firm believer that we change 
the world one person at a time and one 
soul at a time, and Bob Dole has been 
making that difference—changing lives 
for 94 years. 

Thank you, Senator Dole, for your 
distinguished service to our country 
and especially to our home State of 
Kansas. The world is a better place be-
cause you are in it, and we hope you 
take great satisfaction by knowing 
that your colleagues in Congress today 
honor you with the Congressional Gold 
Medal because it reflects the truth of 
what a high-quality person of char-
acter you are. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

REMEMBERING JAMES WILLIAM 
MEEKS 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, it is 
with a heavy heart that I share the 
news that Deacon James William 
Meeks passed away last Christmas Eve 
at his home in South Holland, IL. A 
longtime resident of the Chicagoland 
area, he was 90 years old. 

James William Meeks was born and 
raised in the Mississippi Delta town of 
Carrolton. Before moving to Chicago, 
James worked as a short-order cook at 
a hotel in Mississippi. One day, he met 
a young lady by the name of Esther 
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Mae Smith, who also worked in the 
hotel. They fell in love and, in 1947, 
married at the courthouse on their 
lunch break. 

When James and Esther migrated 
north to Chicago, he found work at 
Kentile Floors as a forklift operator—a 
job he would hold for the next four dec-
ades—but his true passion was an un-
wavering devotion to his faith. In 1957, 
James became a deacon at the Shiloh 
Missionary Baptist Church and later 
helped his son, Pastor James T. Meeks, 
get his start as a preacher at Salem 
Baptist Church. Deacon Meeks was a 
father figure to the entire community, 
and his powerful handshake, from 
years of farm and manual labor, served 
as a reminder to the youth at Salem 
Baptist that, if they were planning on 
hanging around street corners, getting 
into trouble, he would be watching. 

Whether it was at Salem Baptist 
Church or the streets of Chicago, Dea-
con Meeks inspired so many young peo-
ple to preach and simply do good deeds. 
It has been said that, when you heard 
Deacon Meeks’ sermons, ‘‘you knew 
that the life that was behind the pray-
er, matched the words that were in the 
prayer.’’ As a child, his son James re-
called riding in the car with his family 
one Sunday morning. They were on 
their way to church, when his father 
noticed a woman stranded on the side 
of the road. Without hesitation, Dea-
con Meeks, in his Sunday suit, pulled 
over to lend a helping hand and fixed 
the woman’s car. Grateful for his kind-
ness, the woman offered Deacon Meeks 
some money. He politely declined. 
James and his siblings began yelling 
out the window, urging their father to 
take the money. When Deacon Meeks 
got back into the car, he shared a sim-
ple, but powerful message with his chil-
dren: ‘‘You don’t do everything for 
money.’’ Deacon Meeks was a man of 
rock-solid values. 

I want to offer my prayers and condo-
lences to Deacon Meeks’ wife of more 
than 70 years, Esther; their four chil-
dren; Annie, James, Delores, William; 
their 10 grandchildren; 15 great grand-
children; and 1 great-great-grandchild. 
That is a legacy in which to be proud. 

I will close with this: It was said at 
Deacon Meeks’ memorial service, ‘‘It’s 
lucky to have somebody who makes it 
hard to say goodbye.’’ Well, it is hard 
to say goodbye to Deacon Meeks today, 
but I count myself lucky to have 
known him as a friend. Deacon James 
William Meeks will be missed. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JOEL WEISMAN 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, today I 
want to say a few words about a Chi-
cago icon—and one of the most ad-
mired journalists on television—Joel 
Weisman. This Friday will be the 40th 
anniversary of WTTW-Channel 11’s 
longest running show, ‘‘Chicago To-
night: The Week in Review,’’ and it 
will be Joel’s farewell broadcast. 

Since 1978, Joel has beamed into Chi-
cago’s living rooms to help us all digest 

the news of the week. Throughout the 
series’ four decades, Joel was there 
every step of the way: Joel has been 
with WTTW since 1973, starting as its 
political editor and commentator on 
‘‘The Public News Center.’’ A lifelong 
Chicagoan and graduate of the Univer-
sity of Illinois and Chicago-Kent Col-
lege of Law, Joel has dedicated his ca-
reer to informing the people of Chi-
cago. 

Every Friday night, Joel has wel-
comed fellow journalists to a round-
table discussion on the critical topics 
of the week. Oftentimes with humor, 
Joel has been Chicago’s self-described 
‘‘reporter, editor, traffic cop, and ref-
eree.’’ He just has one simple rule: The 
panelists have to be nonpartisan and 
diverse. Today, unfortunately, this is 
hard to find on television, but as he 
said in his retirement announcement, 
‘‘No one in journalism has been given 
the trust and editorial control of a 
show for that length of time.’’ There is 
a reason he has been in that chair for 
40 years. Joel Weisman has class and is 
a man of integrity. He insists the show 
represents just that. Well, I am here 
today to say, it absolutely does. Joel 
Weisman is a true newsman. 

Joel Weisman has had an amazing ca-
reer. Prior to joining WTTW, Joel 
worked for the Gary Post-Tribune, the 
former Chicago American, Chicago 
Sun-Times, and was a Midwest cor-
respondent for the Washington Post. 
His work earned him Emmy, Peter 
Lisagor, Jacob Scher, and Associated 
Press awards. He has been inducted 
into the Silver Circle of the Chicago/ 
Midwest chapter of the National Acad-
emy of Television Arts and Sciences. 
That is not all. Joel Weisman also has 
been nominated twice for the Pulitzer 
Prize for his investigative reporting. If 
you think there is nothing more Joel 
can fit into his incredibly busy sched-
ule, you are wrong. In addition to being 
a fulltime journalist, he also runs a 
fulltime law practice that specializes 
in media talent representation. 

I want to congratulate Joel Weisman 
on his distinguished career and thank 
him on behalf of the city he loves for 
his outstanding work and service to 
the Chicagoland area. He loves Chi-
cago, and Chicagoans love him. Al-
though he is retiring, Joel is not stay-
ing out of the political conversation. 
He will continue his service to his com-
munity and work as an attorney, focus-
ing on media law. I am heartened that 
Joel will remain a powerful voice in 
the community, and I wish him and his 
family all the best. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 

36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-

tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous congent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, Room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
17–61, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to Saudi Ara-
bia for defense articles and services esti-
mated to cost $500 million. After this letter 
is delivered to your office, we plan to issue a 
news release to notify the public of this pro-
posed sale. 

Sincerely. 
GREGORY M. KAUSNER, 

(for Charles W. Hooper, Lieutenant 
General, USA, Director). 

Enclosures. 
TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–61 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $0 million. 
Other $500 million. 
Total $500 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): None. 
Non-MDE: Continued participation, tech-

nical assistance, and support in the Patriot 
Legacy Field Surveillance Program (FSP); 
the Patriot Advanced Capability 3 (PAC–3) 
FSP; and the Patriot Engineering Services 
Program (ESP). Also included are Patriot 
and HAWK Missile System spare parts and 
repair and return management services and 
component repairs, and other related ele-
ments of logistics and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Army (SR–B– 
ZAT, ZAS, BDN A2, WAK AS, and subse-
quent cases). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: SR–B–UAJ 
Al. 

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 
in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
January 17, 2018. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Saudi Arabia—Continuation of Missile 

System Support Services 
The Government of the Kingdom of Saudi 

Arabia has requested a possible purchase for 
continued participation, technical assist-
ance, and support in the Patriot Legacy 
Field Surveillance Program (FSP); the Pa-
triot Advanced Capability 3 (PAC–3) FSP; 
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