
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2321 April 19, 2018 
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 

JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself and 
Mr. CASEY): 

S. 2710. A bill to improve treatment and 
early interventions for pregnant and 
postpartum women and infants affected by 
substance use disorder; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. HASSAN (for herself and Mr. 
PORTMAN): 

S. 2711. A bill to amend section 303 of the 
Controlled Substances Act to facilitate waiv-
ers of the separate registration requirement 
for physicians dispensing narcotic drugs to 
individuals for maintenance treatment or de-
toxification treatment; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mrs. 
ERNST, Mr. MORAN, Ms. HEITKAMP, 
Mr. GARDNER, Mr. BENNET, Mr. 
HOEVEN, and Ms. SMITH): 

S. 2712. A bill to amend the National Agri-
cultural Research, Extension, and Teaching 
Policy Act of 1977 to establish a farm and 
ranch stress assistance network, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Agri-
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Mr. 
FLAKE, and Mr. TOOMEY): 

S. 2713. A bill to limit the level of premium 
subsidy provided by the Federal Crop Insur-
ance Corporation to agricultural producers; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and Mr. 
CRUZ): 

S. 2714. A bill to award a Congressional 
Gold Medal to Don and Deyon Stephens, 
Founders of Mercy Ships, in recognition of 
nearly 40 years of service as the leaders of a 
humanitarian relief organization that exem-
plifies the compassionate character of Amer-
ica; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. KING, 
and Mr. TESTER): 

S. 2715. A bill to require the President to 
develop a national strategy to combat the fi-
nancial networks of transnational organized 
criminals, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. INHOFE (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. RUBIO, and Mr. MENENDEZ): 

S. 2716. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
State to develop a strategy to regain ob-
server status for Taiwan in the World Health 
Organization, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mrs. FISCHER (for herself and Mr. 
PETERS): 

S. 2717. A bill to reauthorize provisions re-
lating to the Maritime Administration; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, and Ms. BALDWIN): 

S. 2718. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to allow workers an above- 
the-line deduction for union dues and ex-
penses and to allow a miscellaneous itemized 
deduction for workers for all unreimbursed 
expenses incurred in the trade or business of 
being an employee; to the Committee on Fi-
nance. 

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself and Mr. 
ROUNDS): 

S. 2719. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to establish a registry to 
ensure that members of the Armed Forces 

who may have been exposed to per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances on military in-
stallations receive information regarding 
such exposure, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself, Mr. 
MARKEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr. 
WYDEN, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. BOOKER, 
Mr. REED, Mr. NELSON, Mrs. MURRAY, 
Mr. SANDERS, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. CAR-
PER, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. HASSAN, 
Ms. HARRIS, and Mrs. FEINSTEIN): 

S. 2720. A bill to codify the outer Conti-
nental Shelf blowout preventer systems and 
well control rule and the Arctic drilling rule; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Mr. BENNET: 
S. 2721. A bill to designate certain land in 

San Miguel, Ouray, and San Juan Counties, 
Colorado, as wilderness, to designate certain 
special management areas in the State of 
Colorado, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-
sources. 

By Ms. HARRIS: 
S. 2722. A bill to establish environmental 

justice as a consideration in the regulation 
of pesticides, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND (for herself, Mr. 
BOOKER, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. WARREN, 
and Ms. HARRIS): 

S. 2723. A bill to amend the Food and Nu-
trition Act of 2008 to require that supple-
mental nutrition assistance program bene-
fits for children be calculated with reference 
to the cost of the low-cost food plan, as de-
termined by the Secretary of Agriculture, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself, Mr. 
COONS, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. LEAHY, and 
Ms. WARREN): 

S. 2724. A bill to reform the use of solitary 
confinement and other forms of restrictive 
housing in the Bureau of Prisons, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju-
diciary. 

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself and Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN): 

S. 2725. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
9801 Apollo Drive in Upper Marlboro, Mary-
land, as the ‘‘Wayne K. Curry Post Office 
Building’’; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

f 

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 

The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. SCHUMER: 
S. Res. 477. A resolution recognizing and 

celebrating the National Comedy Center 
being built at 203–217 West Second Street, 
Jamestown, New York; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. KING, 
Ms. HIRONO, Mr. COTTON, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. WARNER, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Mr. BROWN, Mr. WICKER, 
Ms. HEITKAMP, Mr. CASSIDY, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. RUBIO, Mr. REED, Mr. 
GARDNER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. SANDERS, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
ENZI, and Mr. HOEVEN): 

S. Res. 478. A resolution designating the 
week of April 21, 2018, through April 29, 2018, 

as ‘‘National Park Week’’; considered and 
agreed to. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 65 

At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 65, a bill to address financial con-
flicts of interest of the President and 
Vice President. 

S. 266 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 266, a bill to award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Anwar Sadat in 
recognition of his heroic achievements 
and courageous contributions to peace 
in the Middle East. 

S. 298 

At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 298, a bill to require Senate can-
didates to file designations, state-
ments, and reports in electronic form. 

S. 994 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 994, a bill to amend title 
18, United States Code, to provide for 
the protection of community centers 
with religious affiliation, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1008 

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1008, a bill to amend the 
Controlled Substances Act to exclude 
cannabidiol and cannabidiol-rich 
plants from the definition of mari-
huana, and for other purposes. 

S. 1050 

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
the names of the Senator from Arkan-
sas (Mr. BOOZMAN), the Senator from 
Michigan (Mr. PETERS) and the Senator 
from Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 1050, a bill to 
award a Congressional Gold Medal, col-
lectively, to the Chinese-American 
Veterans of World War II, in recogni-
tion of their dedicated service during 
World War II. 

S. 1633 

At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 
names of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) and the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) were with-
drawn as cosponsors of S. 1633, a bill to 
promote innovative approaches to out-
door recreation on Federal land and to 
open up opportunities for collaboration 
with non-Federal partners, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1640 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1640, a bill to reform the financing 
of Senate elections, and for other pur-
poses. 
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S. 1689 

At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1689, a bill to amend the Con-
trolled Substances Act to provide for a 
new rule regarding the application of 
the Act to marihuana, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 1782 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1782, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to modify the def-
inition of full-time employee for pur-
poses of the employer mandate in the 
Patient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act. 

S. 1880 
At the request of Mr. UDALL, the 

name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1880, a bill to reform our govern-
ment, reduce the grip of special inter-
est, and return our democracy to the 
American people by increasing trans-
parency and oversight of our elections 
and government, reforming public fi-
nancing for Presidential and Congres-
sional elections, and requiring States 
to conduct Congressional redistricting 
through independent commissions, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1989 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1989, a bill to enhance trans-
parency and accountability for online 
political advertisements by requiring 
those who purchase and publish such 
ads to disclose information about the 
advertisements to the public, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2076 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) and the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. GARDNER) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2076, a bill to 
amend the Public Health Service Act 
to authorize the expansion of activities 
related to Alzheimer’s disease, cog-
nitive decline, and brain health under 
the Alzheimer’s Disease and Healthy 
Aging Program, and for other purposes. 

S. 2176 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2176, a bill to establish 
an integrated national approach to re-
spond to ongoing and expected efforts 
of extreme weather and climate change 
by protecting, managing, and con-
serving the fish, wildlife, and plants of 
the United States, and to maximize 
Government efficiency and reduce 
costs, in cooperation with State, local, 
and tribal governments and other enti-
ties, and for other purposes. 

S. 2334 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 

names of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. GRAHAM) and the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) 

were added as cosponsors of S. 2334, a 
bill to amend title 17, United States 
Code, to provide clarity with respect 
to, and to modernize, the licensing sys-
tem for musical works under section 
115 of that title, to ensure fairness in 
the establishment of certain rates and 
fees under sections 114 and 115 of that 
title, and for other purposes. 

S. 2335 
At the request of Mr. ROUNDS, the 

name of the Senator from Colorado 
(Mr. GARDNER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2335, a bill to authorize the 
Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to issue permits 
for recreation services on lands man-
aged by Federal agencies, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2488 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, her 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2488, a bill to amend title 37, United 
States Code, to exclude the receipt of 
basic allowance for housing for mem-
bers of the Armed Forces in deter-
mining eligibility for certain Federal 
benefits, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 
the names of the Senator from West 
Virginia (Mr. MANCHIN), the Senator 
from New Jersey (Mr. MENENDEZ) and 
the Senator from Michigan (Mr. 
PETERS) were added as cosponsors of S. 
2488, supra. 

S. 2501 
At the request of Mr. GARDNER, the 

names of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) and the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Ms. HASSAN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 2501, a bill to amend 
the Omnibus Parks and Public Lands 
Management Act of 1996 to provide for 
the establishment of a Ski Area Fee 
Retention Account. 

S. 2597 
At the request of Mr. ISAKSON, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2597, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to reauthorize the program 
of payments to children’s hospitals 
that operate graduate medical edu-
cation programs, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2598 
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2598, a bill to establish State-Federal 
partnerships to provide students the 
opportunity to attain higher education 
as in-State public institutions of high-
er education without debt, to provide 
Federal Pell Grant eligibility to 
DREAMer students, to repeal suspen-
sion of eligibility under the Higher 
Education Act of 1965 for drug-related 
offenses, and for other purposes. 

S. 2630 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2630, a bill to amend section 5707 
of title 5, United States Code, to re-
quire the General Services Administra-
tion to make information regarding 

travel by the heads of Executive agen-
cies and other individuals in senior po-
sitions publicly available. 

S. 2667 

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, 
the names of the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. DAINES), the Senator from 
New Mexico (Mr. UDALL), the Senator 
from Colorado (Mr. GARDNER) and the 
Senator from Colorado (Mr. BENNET) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2667, a 
bill to amend the Agricultural Mar-
keting Act of 1946 to provide for State 
and Tribal regulation of hemp produc-
tion, and for other purposes. 

S. 2691 

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 
names of the Senator from New York 
(Mrs. GILLIBRAND) and the Senator 
from Connecticut (Mr. BLUMENTHAL) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 2691, a 
bill to hold pharmaceutical companies 
accountable for illegal marketing and 
distribution of opioid products and for 
their role in creating and exacerbating 
the opioid epidemic in the United 
States. 

S. 2702 

At the request of Mr. SCOTT, the 
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs. 
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2702, a bill to amend the Consumer Fi-
nancial Protection Act of 2010 to clar-
ify the authority of the Bureau of Con-
sumer Financial Protection with re-
spect to persons regulated by a State 
insurance regulator, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2707 

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2707, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide edu-
cational resources regarding opioid use 
and pain management as part of the 
Medicare & You handbook. 

S. 2708 

At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the 
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2708, a bill to provide for the establish-
ment of Medicare part E public health 
plans, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 414 

At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Mr. MARKEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 414, a resolution con-
demning the continued undemocratic 
measures by the Government of Ven-
ezuela to undermine the independence 
of democratic institutions and calling 
for a free and fair electoral process. 

S. RES. 431 

At the request of Mr. MCCONNELL, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 431, a resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of ‘‘International Pa-
rental Child Abduction Month’’ and ex-
pressing the sense of the Senate that 
Congress should raise awareness of the 
harm caused by international parental 
child abduction. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 

BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. MCCONNELL (for himself 
and Mr. CASEY): 

S. 2710. A bill to improve treatment 
and early interventions for pregnant 
and postpartum women and infants af-
fected by substance use disorder; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

MR. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the text of 
the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2710 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Protecting 
Moms and Infants Act’’. 
SEC. 2. IMPROVING TREATMENT FOR PREGNANT 

AND POSTPARTUM WOMEN. 
(a) REPORT.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 60 days 

after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services (re-
ferred to in this subsection as the ‘‘Sec-
retary’’) shall submit to the appropriate 
committees of Congress and make available 
to the public on the internet website of the 
Department of Health and Human Services a 
report regarding the implementation of the 
recommendations in the strategy relating to 
prenatal opioid use, including neonatal ab-
stinence syndrome, developed pursuant to 
section 2 of the Protecting Our Infants Act 
of 2015 (Public Law 114–91). Such report shall 
include— 

(A) an update on the implementation of 
the recommendations in the strategy, in-
cluding information regarding the agencies 
involved in the implementation; and 

(B) information on additional funding or 
authority the Secretary requires, if any, to 
implement the strategy, which may include 
authorities needed to coordinate implemen-
tation of such strategy across the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services. 

(2) PERIODIC UPDATES.—The Secretary shall 
periodically update the report under para-
graph (1). 

(b) RESIDENTIAL TREATMENT PROGRAMS FOR 
PREGNANT AND POSTPARTUM WOMEN.—Sec-
tion 508(s) of the Public Health Service Act 
(42 U.S.C. 290bb–1(s)) is amended by striking 
‘‘$16,900,000 for each of fiscal years 2017 
through 2021’’ and inserting ‘‘$29,931,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2019 through 2023’’. 
SEC. 3. EARLY INTERVENTIONS FOR PREGNANT 

WOMEN AND INFANTS. 
(a) DEVELOPMENT OF EDUCATIONAL MATE-

RIALS BY CENTER FOR SUBSTANCE ABUSE PRE-
VENTION.—Section 515(b) of the Public Health 
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 290bb–21(b)) is amend-
ed— 

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(15) in cooperation with relevant stake-

holders and the Director of the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, develop edu-
cational materials for clinicians to use with 
pregnant women for shared decisionmaking 
regarding pain management during preg-
nancy.’’. 

(b) GUIDELINES AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY 
CENTER FOR SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT.— 
Section 507(b) of the Public Health Service 
Act (42 U.S.C. 290bb(b)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (13), by striking ‘‘and’’ at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (14), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 
‘‘(15) in cooperation with the Secretary, 

implement and disseminate, as appropriate, 
the recommendations in the report entitled 
‘Protecting Our Infants Act: Final Strategy’ 
issued by the Department of Health and 
Human Services in 2017; and’’. 

(c) SUPPORT OF PARTNERSHIPS BY CENTER 
FOR SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT.—Section 
507(b) of the Public Health Service Act (42 
U.S.C. 290bb(b)), as amended by subsection 
(b), is further amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(16) in cooperation with relevant stake-
holders, support public-private partnerships 
to assist with education about, and support 
with respect to, substance use disorder for 
pregnant women and health care providers 
who treat pregnant women and babies.’’. 

By Mr. CORNYN (for himself and 
Mr. CRUZ): 

S. 2714. A bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Don and Deyon 
Stephens, Founders of Mercy Ships, in 
recognition of nearly 40 years of serv-
ice as the leaders of a humanitarian re-
lief organization that exemplifies the 
compassionate character of America; 
to the Committee on Banking, Hous-
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 2714 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

The Congress finds the following: 
(1) Mercy Ships was founded in 1978 and has 

worked in more than 70 countries, providing 
services valued at more than $1.3 billion, 
treating more than 2.56 million direct bene-
ficiaries. 

(2) Mercy Ships owns and operates the 
world’s largest private hospital ship, the Af-
rica Mercy that has five state-of-the-art op-
erating rooms and ward bed space for 82 pa-
tients. 

(3) Mercy Ships vessels are staffed by pro-
fessional volunteer crew including surgeons, 
nurses, doctors, dentists, cooks, engineers, 
agriculturalists, teachers, and others. 

(4) Mercy Ships has performed more than 
82,000 life-changing or life-saving operations 
such as cleft lip and palate repair, cataract 
removal, orthopedic procedures, facial recon-
struction, obstetric fistula repair, and tumor 
removal. 

(5) Mercy Ships has treated over 147,000 
dental patients including over 390,000 dental 
procedures. 

(6) Mercy Ships has trained more than 5,900 
local professionals (including surgeons) who 
have in turn trained many others. 

(7) Mercy Ships has trained over 38,100 
local professionals in their area of expertise 
including anesthesiology, midwifery, steri-
lization, orthopedic and reconstructive sur-
gery, and leadership, thereby increasing 
medical capacity in the host nation. 

(8) Mercy Ships has taught over 198,000 
local people in basic health care. 

(9) Mercy Ships has completed over 1,100 
infrastructure development projects focusing 
on water and sanitation education, agri-
culture and construction projects which im-
prove local health care delivery systems. 

(10) Annually, Mercy Ships has over 1,600 
volunteers who help in locations around the 
world, 900 of which serve in Africa. At any 
given time, there are more than 400 crew 
from 40 nations onboard the Africa Mercy. 

(11) The Africa Mercy alone has had over 
4,900 crew from 74 countries serve onboard 
since its inception in 2007. In addition, more 
than 950 local Day Workers from 12 different 
countries have served alongside since it first 
docked in Africa. 

(12) Mercy Ships has served some of the 
world’s poorest populations and completed 
over 589 port visits in 55 developing nations 
and 18 developed nations for a total of 73 na-
tions including: Australia, Bahamas, Benin, 
Belgium, Belize, Brazil, Canada, China, 
Congo Brazzaville, Columbia, Cuba, Den-
mark, Dominican Republic, El Salvador, Es-
tonia, Faroe Islands, Fiji, France, Gabon, 
The Gambia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Gre-
nada, Guatemala, Guinea (West Africa), 
Guinea-Bissau, Guyana, Haiti, Honduras, 
Italy, Ivory Coast, Jamaica, Korea, Latvia, 
Liberia, Lithuania, Madagascar, Malta, Mex-
ico, Montserrat, The Netherlands, New Cal-
edonia, New Zealand, Nicaragua, Norway, 
Panama, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Po-
land, Russia, Samoa, Senegal, Sierra Leone, 
Solomon Islands, South Africa, Spain, St. 
Eustatius (NL), St. Kitts, St. Thomas, St. 
Vincent, Sweden, Tahiti, Togo, Tonga, Trini-
dad, the United Kingdom, the United States, 
and Vanuatu. 

(13) Through the years, Mercy Ships has 
had four hospital ships that have served in 
some of the poorest ports in the world. Those 
include: 

(A) The 16,500-ton Africa Mercy is the 
world’s largest nongovernmental hospital 
ship and is dedicated to the continent of Af-
rica. 

(B) The 522-foot Anastasis was the flag 
ship, and completed her first relief mission 
in 1982 to Guatemala. Her crew of 400 worked 
in Africa until she was decommissioned in 
2007. 

(C) Acquired in 1994, the 265-foot Caribbean 
Mercy with her crew of 150 focused on the 
Caribbean basin and Central America with 
its Eye Surgery Unit. The ship was sold in 
2006. 

(D) Donated in 1983, the 172-foot Good Sa-
maritan served the Caribbean, Central and 
South America for 11 years with a crew of 60. 
Renamed the Island Mercy, she was rede-
ployed to the South Pacific in 1994 and 
served there until sold in 2001. 

(E) Mercy Ships is currently building a 
new hospital ship to serve Africa’s most 
needy for the next 50 years with delivery ex-
pected in 2018. The new vessel, larger than 
the Africa Mercy, will assume the title of 
world’s largest private hospital ship with in-
creased capacity building and a focus on 
healthcare training. It will also further the 
commitment of Mercy Ships to provide and 
promote through teaching, safe surgery glob-
ally as demonstrated by their membership in 
the G4 Alliance. 

(14) Mercy Ships has hosted Presidents and 
other heads of state from many nations 
around the world onboard their hospital 
ships who commended the free health care 
provided to their people. 

(15) Mercy Ships has been endorsed by 
President Nelson Mandela, President George 
Bush, Desmund Tutu, President Ellen John-
son Sirleaf, Sir John Major, President Dr. 
Ernest Bai Koroma, Tony Blair, President 
Jimmy Carter and First Lady Mary Flake de 
Flores. 
SEC. 2. CONGRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL. 

(a) PRESENTATION AUTHORIZED.—The 
Speaker of the House of Representatives and 
the President pro tempore of the Senate 
shall make appropriate arrangements for the 
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