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excellence in his life—he served his 
country. He has been in the private 
sector. He served in this body; he was a 
Congressman. Now he has distin-
guished himself with his service as Di-
rector of the CIA. By the way, in this 
position, I know many of my Demo-
cratic friends have lavished praise on 
him because of his transparency and 
honesty in dealing with them but also 
the way he has built an excellent cul-
ture there. 

We will have a vote on Monday night 
in the committee. I hope we are able to 
send him out of committee and to the 
floor. I hope that the Members on the 
other side of the aisle who have not yet 
said how they are going to vote will 
think about the circumstances we are 
in today and feel that they can support 
a highly qualified Secretary of State 
because they know that having some-
one like him giving advice to the Presi-
dent, leading diplomacy, making sure 
the State Department, with the great 
professionals we have there, is given 
the ability to do what it does best by 
leveraging its efforts around the 
world—I hope that people will think 
about this and realize that we are 
much better as a nation having Mike 
Pompeo as Secretary of State than not 
having him as Secretary of State and 
will vote aye on the floor. 

I thank the Presiding Officer. 
I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I rise 

today to talk with this body about the 
NASA Administrator. 

Later today, we are going to have a 
vote that is extremely important for 
the future of NASA and the future of 
space exploration, what we are going to 
do with our satellites, what we are 
going to do on climate issues, and what 
we are going to do on weather. All of 
those are related to NASA. 

JIM BRIDENSTINE, who is a friend and 
who is a fellow Oklahoman, the current 
Congressman from Tulsa, OK—Okla-
homa’s 1st District—is the person the 
President has tapped to say: That is 
the person I support to be the next 
NASA Administrator. 

He has for months and months and 
months gone through the process. He 
has gone through committee hearings 
and has gotten all kinds of support. 
The committees he served on in the 
House of Representatives sent a bipar-
tisan letter with wide majorities to the 
Senate saying: We have worked with 
JIM BRIDENSTINE. He is exceptionally 
knowledgeable about issues on space. 
He is a great choice. 

They sent that letter over from the 
House to the Senate. 

Multiple individuals have written 
letters in support of JIM BRIDENSTINE, 
including Sean O’Keefe, who is a 
former NASA Administrator. Buzz 
Aldrin also sent an extensive letter in 
support of JIM BRIDENSTINE and also 
wrote a pretty remarkable op-ed about 
JIM BRIDENSTINE, in support for him. 

We have had multiple different 
groups that are space related who have 

sent us all kinds of information and en-
dorsements about JIM BRIDENSTINE 
leading NASA and being the next Ad-
ministrator. 

There has been a lot of support from 
around the country and from multiple 
individuals—former NASA Administra-
tors, former astronauts, individuals 
who have risen up—but I still have peo-
ple who bump into me and say: I don’t 
know who he is. Well, I get that. He is 
a Congressman from Tulsa, OK. Let me 
give just a little bit of background so 
you will have some perspective on him. 

JIM BRIDENSTINE began his naval ca-
reer flying the E–2C Hawkeye off the 
USS Abraham Lincoln. As a naval avi-
ator, he had 333 carrier-arrested land-
ings. He has had 1,900 flight hours in 
total. While on Active Duty, he 
transitioned to the F/A–18 Hornet and 
flew at the Naval Strike. He flew for 
TOPGUN. He served in Afghanistan. He 
served in Iraq. He served in our drug 
interdiction work in Central and South 
America, flying there. He has had a 
pretty remarkable naval career. 

He graduated from Rice University, 
which is no simple thing to do. He 
graduated with a triple major when he 
finished at Rice University. He has an 
MBA from Cornell University. He is ex-
tremely smart, and he is extremely en-
gaged. 

He has been very attentive to the 
issues of space. Serving in the House of 
Representatives, he has made his focus 
space and research and trying to re-
align NASA into being mission-focused. 
Some have said that NASA in some 
ways has lost its focus of what it exist 
for. JIM BRIDENSTINE has been very, 
very passionate in trying to get NASA 
back on focus with a big vision and a 
big mission. He has done that with 
multiple different bills that he has 
worked through, but he has also done 
that in trying to articulate to the 
space community why it is extremely 
important that we have a good, solid, 
and functioning NASA in all of its 
areas of operation. 

He has the support of our delegation. 
He has the support of many in the 
space industry. He has the support of 
former NASA Administrators. He has 
the support of former astronauts. And 
he should have the support of this body 
today. 

We will vote on him at 1:45. NASA’s 
Acting Administrator is in the process 
of retiring right now. Not only should 
JIM be here, but we should not have 
taken this long to actually get to this 
spot. It has taken 8 months to get to a 
vote on a NASA Administrator. Let’s 
get him on this task, and let’s get him 
going. We need him in this spot, and I 
think he will do a fine job. That is not 
just my opinion; folks from all over the 
country have risen up and looked at 
him clearly and have said he is the 
right person for the job. 

NOMINATION OF MIKE POMPEO 
Mr. President, I do want to make one 

additional statement as well. We are in 
the process of talking about the Sec-
retary of State. It has been very inter-

esting that there has been all this de-
bate about Mike Pompeo. 

Mike Pompeo is a friend. He and I 
came to the House of Representatives 
together and served in the House begin-
ning in 2011. I got to know him for who 
he really is. 

I have been amazed at the smears in 
the press and the attacks on his per-
sonal character. Every time I read one 
of those, I think, this is a person who 
has never met Mike Pompeo. 

The best way to evaluate Mike 
Pompeo is not just on his background— 
small things like graduating first in 
his class from West Point, his military 
service, his time in professional busi-
ness, his time serving as a House Mem-
ber, the excellent work he has done 
over the last year leading our CIA, the 
cool hand he has been in the middle of 
the chaos, trying to deal with all of the 
issues right now in Washington, DC— 
when you look at him, those are all 
good marks. 

Quite frankly, one of the things I 
would want to come back to you and 
say is, meet him. For those of you in 
this body who doubt, who are willing to 
read a media story that has taken one 
thing he said at some point out of con-
text, I would encourage you to meet 
him and actually have that conversa-
tion. You are going to find a fine leader 
who is dedicated to helping our Nation, 
who has done it on the battlefield, who 
has done it as a Representative, who 
has done it as the Director of the CIA, 
and who will do an incredible job help-
ing us diplomatically and worldwide in 
the State Department. 

I am looking forward to supporting 
his nomination—not because I am a 
Republican and it is a Republican nom-
ination but because he is a quality in-
dividual who genuinely wants to help 
the country and who I think will up-
hold extremely well the history of di-
plomacy we have had in the United 
States. 

I yield back. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, let me 

wholeheartedly agree with the Senator 
from Oklahoma on Mike Pompeo, as 
well as the comments he has made 
about JIM BRIDENSTINE. 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE OKLAHOMA CITY BOMBING 

I would like to deviate just a little 
bit, though, and remind people that 
this is April 19, the anniversary of what 
could be characterized as the greatest 
domestic terrorist attack in history. It 
was in our State of Oklahoma at the 
Alfred P. Murrah office building, and 
168 people were killed—many of those 
were very close personal friends of 
mine—and 850 others were wounded. I 
remember so well being there at the 
time. 

Second Corinthians reminds us not to 
lose heart in times of struggle and 
tragedy. Instead, through our inherent 
strength and selflessness, Oklahomans 
united together to support our neigh-
bors and rebuild our city—‘‘Oklahoma 
Standard.’’ 
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Today, we remember the victims, 

thank the first responders, and con-
tinue to pray for Oklahoma and the 
families and friends who lost loved 
ones. 

I agree wholeheartedly with the com-
ments that have been made about JIM 
BRIDENSTINE. I was on the committee 
that went through his confirmation. I 
have never heard so many things. The 
one thing they all had in common was 
that none of them knew JIM 
BRIDENSTINE. My colleague talked 
about a smear campaign. I have never 
seen a smear campaign like that. I 
have never seen so much hatred, and 
for no reason at all. The two of us 
know JIM BRIDENSTINE well. In fact, he 
holds the 1st Congressional District 
seat in the State of Oklahoma. That 
was my seat. I held that seat for 8 
years. Of course, I have gotten to know 
him very well since that time, and the 
things that have been said about him— 
again, the one thing they have in com-
mon is they just don’t know him and 
didn’t want to know him. 

So we will have an Administrator 
who I think is going to do a good job. 

The best thing I can do now, because 
I think Senator LANKFORD said it bet-
ter than I could, is just mention two 
quotes, one of which is from the 2015 
SpaceNews. They named him as one of 
five space leaders making a difference. 

Mention was made of Buzz Aldrin. 
There is no one who is better known in 
that community than Buzz Aldrin. So I 
want to use his statement. This is Buzz 
Aldrin speaking: 

We heartedly support the president’s nomi-
nation of Mr. Bridenstine as the next NASA 
administrator, wish him Godspeed during the 
Senate confirmation process. We encourage 
you to join us in uniting the space commu-
nity and our nation behind this nominee so 
NASA can return to its job of boldly explor-
ing the final frontier. 

I couldn’t have said it better than 
that. 

So I leave my colleagues with that 
recommendation from Buzz Aldrin, and 
I look forward to his confirmation and 
the vote today. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Minnesota. 
REMEMBERING PRINCE 

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I 
come to the Senate floor today to re-
member a Minnesota icon, and that 
would be Prince, whom we lost 2 years 
ago. Prince was a one-of-a-kind artist, 
fiercely independent, and uniquely tal-
ented. I grew up with his music. 

For Minnesotans, Prince was our su-
perstar next door. He made ‘‘Purple 
Rain’’ a household name, First Avenue 
a landmark, and brought international 
fame to Minnesota’s music scene. 

Minnesota loves Prince, and Prince 
loved Minnesota. He was born in Min-
neapolis in 1958 and developed an inter-
est in music at an early age. He wrote 
his first song at just 7 years old and re-
corded his early demo tapes at Sound 
80 Studios in Minneapolis. 

With seven Grammy Awards, an 
Academy Award, and a Golden Globe 

Award, he pioneered that ‘‘Minneapolis 
sound,’’ that mix of funk, rock, and pop 
that emerged in the late 1970s and 1980s 
and influenced music for decades to 
come. From Jimmy Jam and Terry 
Lewis to Janet Jackson and Bruno 
Mars—even Beyonce—so many artists 
have been influenced by Prince’s music 
and his heart. 

Over his career, Prince sold more 
than 100 million records worldwide, re-
leased 39 studio albums, had 5 No. 1 
billboard hits, and 40 singles in the top 
100 songs. 

In 2004, Prince was inducted into the 
Rock and Roll Hall of Fame the very 
first year he was eligible. And 6 years 
later, he received a Black Entertain-
ment Television Lifetime Achievement 
Award. 

Despite all of his success, Prince 
never stopped calling the State of Min-
nesota home. He lived in our State, and 
he never lost the sense that he was a 
beloved son, neighbor, and Minnesotan. 

He wrote songs about Minnesota 
sports teams, including ‘‘Purple and 
Gold’’ during the Minnesota Viking’s 
run to the 2010 National Football Con-
ference Championship. When the Min-
nesota Lynx won their third Women’s 
National Basketball Association Cham-
pionship, Prince held a concert in their 
honor. 

When Prince passed away on April 21, 
2016, he left behind millions of fans and 
a legacy of music that touched hearts, 
opened minds, and made people all over 
the world want to dance. I am proud to 
honor Prince’s life and his achieve-
ments as a musician, a composer, an 
innovator, and a cultural icon, and I 
am proud to call his home, Minnesota, 
my home as well. 

Prince reminded us all that there’s a 
world waiting for us after this life: 

A world of never-ending happiness 
You can always see the sun, day or night. 

I am sure that is where Prince is 
today. On Saturday, the anniversary, 
purple will reign again. 
ALLOWING SENATORS’ YOUNG CHILDREN ON THE 

SENATE FLOOR 
Mr. President, I also rise today to 

discuss S. Res. 463, a resolution adopt-
ed by the Senate yesterday that will 
allow Senators to bring their infant 
children to the Senate floor. 

Several of my colleagues will be join-
ing me on the floor shortly to discuss 
the importance of passing this resolu-
tion, and I would like to take a mo-
ment to thank some of them because 
without their hard work and support, 
this resolution would not have been 
adopted. 

Of course, there is Senator 
DUCKWORTH herself—the person who did 
all the work in more than one way. 
This is her second child. She is 50 years 
old, and she is a pillar of strength. She 
paved the way for future women Sen-
ators who will have children while in 
office. She may be the first, but she 
will not be the last. 

I would also like to thank Senator 
DURBIN, her colleague from Illinois, for 
his work in getting this done. Women 

may be leading the charge on making 
workplaces more family friendly, but 
there are a lot of men, like Senator 
DURBIN, who have our backs. 

I would like to thank Senator MUR-
RAY, who also worked on this with 
me—a mom in tennis shoes who has 
long been a true champion for women. 

Finally, thanks to Chairman BLUNT 
and Leaders SCHUMER and MCCONNELL, 
who helped ensure that this got to the 
floor and adopted quickly. Chairman 
BLUNT and I lead the Rules Committee, 
and we have worked together well for a 
very long time. I welcome him back to 
the committee. 

I came to the floor earlier this week 
to discuss the importance of this his-
toric resolution. It is historic for a 
number of reasons. First, it is very rare 
for the Senate to expand floor privi-
leges to new groups of people. In fact, 
it has been decades since we did that. 
We have to go back to the late 1970s. In 
fact, there has not been any expansion 
of who is allowed on the floor since 
1997, when a service dog was allowed. 
That was a long time ago. 

I have had a lot of interesting ques-
tions about this, including: Would Sen-
ator DUCKWORTH’s daughter have to 
abide by the Senate dress code? She 
will not. She will not have to wear 
pants or a skirt. She will not wear a 
Senate pin because that would be dan-
gerous. She can wear a cap if she 
wants. 

Another question: Well, what hap-
pens if one day we have 10 babies on 
the floor? I actually think it would be 
quite delightful if we had 10 babies on 
the floor. I don’t think there is any im-
minent concern that will happen, but I 
do think it would be exciting if we had 
10 new moms and dads. 

The other reason this is historic is 
that Senator DUCKWORTH, of course, 
was the first U.S. Senator to give birth 
while in office. More women than ever 
are running for public office, so it is in-
evitable in the future that more women 
Senators will have children while in of-
fice, and, of course, this new rule ap-
plies to men and women. 

I think one of the exciting things 
about this is that Senator DUCKWORTH 
was very clear that she didn’t want 
this just to be about her and an excep-
tion for her; she thought to the future 
and saw that we would have more 
women Senators. 

Sticking together means recognizing 
that we have a lot of work to do out-
side the Halls of Congress, and the 
women Senators across party lines 
have stuck together, but we know this 
fight doesn’t end here. We are just an 
example for the country, but there are 
so many bigger things to do. 

The truth is, too many American 
moms are not in positions of power to 
change the rules, which is why it is so 
important for those of us who are in 
positions of power to be champions of 
change—to be able to look at archaic 
rules that were in place 100 years ago. 
By adopting this resolution, we set an 
example. But if we really want to do 
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