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(2) to afford women every opportunity to 

be full and productive members of their com-
munities; 

Whereas violence, discrimination, and 
harmful practices against women and girls 
are a direct result of negative social norms 
that undervalue females in society; and 

Whereas March 8, 2018, is recognized as 
International Women’s Day, a global day— 

(1) to celebrate the economic, political, 
and social achievements of women in the 
past, present, and future; and 

(2) to recognize the obstacles that women 
face in the struggle for equal rights and op-
portunities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals of International 

Women’s Day; 
(2) recognizes that the empowerment of 

women is inextricably linked to the poten-
tial of a country to generate— 

(A) economic growth; 
(B) sustainable democracy; and 
(C) inclusive security; 
(3) recognizes and honors individuals in the 

United States and around the world, includ-
ing women human rights defenders and civil 
society leaders, that have worked through-
out history to ensure that women are guar-
anteed equality and basic human rights; 

(4) recognizes the unique cultural, histor-
ical, and religious differences throughout the 
world and urges the United States Govern-
ment to act with respect and understanding 
toward legitimate differences when pro-
moting any policies; 

(5) reaffirms the commitment— 
(A) to end discrimination and violence 

against women and girls; 
(B) to ensure the safety and welfare of 

women and girls; 
(C) to pursue policies that guarantee the 

basic human rights of women and girls 
worldwide; and 

(D) to promote meaningful and significant 
participation of women in every aspect of so-
ciety and community; 

(6) supports sustainable, measurable, and 
global development that seeks to achieve 
gender equality and the empowerment of 
women; and 

(7) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe International Women’s 
Day with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING A SENATOR TO 
BRING A YOUNG SON OR DAUGH-
TER OF THE SENATOR ONTO THE 
FLOOR OF THE SENATE DURING 
VOTES 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be 
discharged from further consideration 
of S. Res. 463 and the Senate proceed to 
its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 463) authorizing a 

Senator to bring a young son or daughter of 
the Senator onto the floor of the Senate dur-
ing votes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the resolution be agreed to and the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 463) was 
agreed to. 

(The resolution is printed in the 
RECORD of April 12, 2018, under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier 
today: S. Res. 474, S. Res. 475, and S. 
Res. 476. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preambles be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 
19, 2018 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, April 
19; further, that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Bridenstine nomination. I 
further ask that all postcloture time 
on the Bridenstine nomination expire 
at 1:45 p.m. tomorrow and the Senate 
vote on confirmation of the 
Bridenstine nomination with no inter-
vening action or debate; finally, that if 
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table and the President be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-

sent that it stand adjourned under the 
provisions of S. Res. 474, and do so as a 
further mark of respect for the late 
John Melcher, former Senator from 
Montana, following the remarks of 
Senators DURBIN, INHOFE, and 
PORTMAN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Illinois. 
f 

ALLOWING SENATORS’ YOUNG 
CHILDREN ON THE SENATE FLOOR 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on Mon-
day April 9, 2018, at 7:07 a.m., a tiny lit-
tle message to the Senate arrived: 
Maile Pearl Bowlsbey became the very 
first baby born to a Senator, bringing 
joy to her father Bryan and to her 
amazing mother, my colleague, Illinois 
Senator TAMMY DUCKWORTH. 

With this blessed arrival, this Cham-
ber faced the reality of Senate parent-
hood. And tonight, just moments ago, 
we made the decision to allow Maile to 
help us make Senate history. Tonight 
we changed the standing rules of the 
Senate so that Senator DUCKWORTH, 
and any other Senator who has an in-
fant, can bring their child to the floor 
of the Senate during a vote. 

Senator DUCKWORTH can keep her re-
sponsibility under our Constitution 
and vote as a Senator without giving 
up her responsibility as a mom at that 
moment. 

I think it will do us good in the Sen-
ate every once in a while to see a pac-
ifier next to the antique ink wells on 
our desks or a diaper bag next to one of 
these brass spittoons which sits on the 
floor—thank goodness, never used. Per-
haps, the occasional cry of a baby will 
shock the Senate at times into speak-
ing up and even crying out on the 
issues that confront our Nation and the 
world. 

We certainly revere history in the 
Senate, but part of our history is rec-
ognizing change—the change that 
brought the first woman to the Senate, 
the change that brought disabled peo-
ple to the floor of the Senate, and 
changes that will come to it in the fu-
ture. These adaptations have made us a 
better Senate and more reflective of 
the people we serve. 

I just can’t say enough about my col-
league Senator TAMMY DUCKWORTH, an 
amazing woman who served her coun-
try, activated in the Illinois National 
Guard as a helicopter pilot in Iraq. 
When a grenade was shot into the cock-
pit and blew up and caused her griev-
ous injuries, many people wondered if 
she would survive. She not only sur-
vived, but she prospered. She is deter-
mined and brave. She now is the moth-
er of two little girls—something just 
short of a miracle—and that mother-
hood is something that is a source of 
great joy to all of us who count TAMMY 
as a friend and a colleague and a great 
leader in the Senate. 

Let me also give special recognition 
to two of my colleagues who made this 
resolution possible. Senator AMY KLO-
BUCHAR worked closely with TAMMY 
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DUCKWORTH on this issue and is our 
ranking Democrat on the Senate Rules 
Committee. AMY put in a lot of hours 
and good humor, and I thank her from 
the bottom of my heart for helping our 
colleague. And special thanks to Sen-
ator ROY BLUNT, the Republican chair-
man of the Senate Rules Committee. 
ROY BLUNT told me from the start: I 
support this resolution. It will come 
right out of the Rules Committee to 
the floor so we can move on it quickly. 
When TAMMY DUCKWORTH returns from 
maternity leave, we will be able to ac-
commodate her little girl and, if it be-
comes necessary, to bring her to the 
floor during the course of a vote. 

Let me close by saying that today we 
officially say to Maile Pearl Bowlsbey: 
Welcome to the world and welcome to 
the U.S. Senate. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, let me, 

first of all, join my friend from Illinois 
in this tribute he is making to TAMMY 
and the baby. I do have to correct him 
on one thing, however. He talked about 
diaper bags. They don’t use diaper bags 
anymore. They are disposable diapers. I 
know because I have 20 kids and 
grandkids. But I agree with the Sen-
ator’s remarks wholeheartedly. 

f 

ETHIOPIA 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I know 
there is a lot of competition for the 
time right now, and I feel badly that I 
finally got to the point where, in order 
to get the message out—it is a message 
many people think is not significant, 
but I assure you that this is of grave 
importance not just to a country but to 
the entire continent of Africa. 

The House of Representatives, just 
last week, passed H. Res. 128 to chas-
tise one of our closest allies on the Af-
rican continent, Ethiopia. Although 
the legislation claims to support Ethi-
opia, the reality is that the resolution 
is outdated. It was written years ago 
and was blindly passed without consid-
eration for the current situation in 
Ethiopia. It was also passed under a 
voice vote so that no one member of 
Congress would have to carry the stig-
ma of being on the record voting for it. 

I know the House passed it because 
most of them have never been to Ethi-
opia and don’t really know the miracle 
we have seen in that country. I know 
the transformation Ethiopia has made 
in economic and social development 
alongside their ongoing commitment 
to establishing security in the Horn of 
Africa. 

Since 2005, I have visited Ethiopia 18 
different times, engaging and devel-
oping relationships with Prime Min-
isters, with Cabinet Ministers, legisla-
tors, businessmen, aid workers, and ev-
eryone else in between. There isn’t an-
other Member of Congress who has 
traveled in Ethiopia, engaged with the 
Ethiopian Government and the Ethio-
pian people more than I have. 

I say this for a reason. It is to show 
that I know something about Ethiopia. 
I know we have been here before. What 
happened last week has happened be-
fore. People don’t even know it. So 
they passed a negative resolution on 
Ethiopia by voice vote. The resolution 
fails to understand the history of Ethi-
opia. I want to talk about that. 

Ethiopia is the oldest independent 
country in all of Africa, but one that is 
newly democratic. It is all new to 
them. 

There is also a Christian history to 
the nation, which nobody else has on 
the continent of Africa. Ethiopia is fea-
tured in both the Old Testament and 
the New Testament. 

In the New Testament, we hear about 
Philip. This is in Acts 8. Philip meets 
the Ethiopian eunuch on the road to 
Damascus. We find out later that the 
eunuch was actually the treasurer of 
the country of Ethiopia at that time. 
Philip told the eunuch about Jesus. He 
talked about the Old Testament and 
the Queen of Sheba and Solomon. 
There are over 50 of these mentions in 
the Bible. They had long conversations 
about Jesus. 

Philip was making these comments. 
Before the conversation was over, he 
baptized the eunuch. The eunuch went 
off to Ethiopia and took the first word 
of Jesus to Ethiopia. That is very sig-
nificant. 

Coincidentally, while Addis Ababa is 
the capital of Ethiopia, there was a 
time when Aksum was the capital. 
That was many years ago. During the 
time of the Queen of Sheba, that was 
the capital of Ethiopia. 

Coincidentally, I happened to be in 
Ethiopia when a farmer in a field ran 
into some old relics, and they started 
excavating. They found out that was 
the palace of the Queen of Sheba. There 
had been discussion as to whether or 
not the Queen of Sheba was from 
Yemen or Ethiopia, but that was con-
crete proof they had discovered that it 
was the case. The story goes on and on. 

We all know about the Queen of 
Sheba and Solomon. Solomon had all 
the wealth in the world, and she want-
ed to meet Solomon. She went down to 
the Red Sea to see Solomon. Well, she 
got to Israel and she met Solomon. 
They were engaged very closely to-
gether. I think we all know that they 
ended up having a son who went back 
to his country. 

By the way, the part of the Old Tes-
tament I am quoting right now is in 1 
Kings 10:1. That is about the trip be-
tween Israel and Ethiopia. Sheba and 
Solomon had a boy. The boy was 
Menelik. He was a very smart person. 
As he was growing up in years, before 
returning to their home country in 
Ethiopia, he actually took the Ark of 
the Covenant back to Ethiopia, where 
it is today in Aksum. 

A lot of people don’t know that. If 
anyone questions what I am saying 
right now, there is a book written that 
was called ‘‘The Sign and the Seal,’’ by 
Graham Hancock. It is very well-docu-

mented. When you read that, you come 
to the conclusion that this is where the 
Ark of the Covenant is. I have been to 
the Ark of the Covenant with many 
Members of the Senate here—certainly, 
Senator BOOZMAN from Arkansas, Sen-
ator MIKE ENZI from Wyoming, Senator 
MIKE ROUNDS from South Dakota, and 
many others. We have been up there 
and we have actually seen where this 
has taken place. 

I say this because there is that very 
rich history. It is all documented in 
both the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. 

The current controversy, and why we 
are here today, started back in the 
1970s with a man named Mengistu. 
From 1974 to 1991, Mengistu was the 
leader of the communist Derg. This 
was the controlling party at that time. 
It is a communist party. They ran 
Ethiopia. It was a terrible time for 
Ethiopia. That was during one of the 
worst famines they had, which killed 
over a million people—perhaps the 
most significant famine in history in 
terms of deaths. 

Many Ethiopians fled during that 
time and relocated in the United 
States. That is understandable. The 
communists were booted out. A lot of 
the people, during the time they were 
still in, came to the United States. 

It is interesting because the Ethio-
pians are very outstanding people. 
They are the kind that get things done 
when other people don’t. That makes 
them different from all the other coun-
tries in Africa. 

So a lot of these Ethiopians came to 
America, and they have made great, 
really remarkable contributions to 
America, building organizations and 
getting involved. Rightfully so, they 
were outspoken against the brutal re-
gime, but they haven’t changed their 
outspokenness to reflect the changing 
conditions in Ethiopia. 

At the time that this took place, one 
person who was responsible, to a large 
extent, for getting rid of the com-
munists and the communist threat in 
Ethiopia was a guy named Meles. He 
ran, he came from the bush, and he 
won. He ended up as Prime Minister. 
This is really the election that a lot of 
people don’t like, and they forget about 
the fact that he was the Prime Min-
ister who actually got rid of the com-
munists in Ethiopia. 

So he became a Prime Minister. He 
started to build democracy. He died in 
2012. I got to know him quite well dur-
ing that timeframe, and I saw the 
progress that he made and the ad-
vances they made. 

He was then replaced by another 
Prime Minister, whose name is 
Hailemariam. Now, he became Prime 
Minister, and he continued to push for 
democracy. Hailemariam worked dili-
gently to improve things. 

Under his tenure, Ethiopia estab-
lished the independent Ethiopian 
Human Rights Committee to report on 
violence and human rights problems 
and abuses. They didn’t just establish 
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