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NRP expenses paid or incurred during the
taxable year as does not exceed $5,000.

“(b) QUALIFIED NRP EXPENSES.—For pur-
poses of this section, the term ‘qualified
NRP expenses’ means amounts which but for
subsection (d) would be allowed as a deduc-
tion under section 162 or 212(3) in connection
with an audit of the taxpayer’s return of the
tax imposed by this chapter for any taxable
year under the National Research Program,
but only if such audit results in no increase
in the tax liability of the taxpayer for such
taxable year.

“(c) DENIAL OF DOUBLE BENEFIT.—No de-
duction shall be allowed under any other
provision of this chapter for any amount for
which a deduction is allowed under this sec-
tion.”.

(c) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of
sections for part VII of subchapter B of chap-
ter 1 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is
amended by striking the item relating to
section 224 and by inserting after the item
relating to section 223 the following new
items:

‘“‘Sec. 224. Expenses relating to certain au-

dits.

‘“Sec. 225. Cross reference.”.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to taxable
years beginning after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

SEC. 15. TERM LIMIT FOR NATIONAL TAXPAYER
ADVOCATE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (B) of sec-
tion 7803(c)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 is amended by adding at the end the
following new clause:

‘“(v) TERM.—The term of the National Tax-
payer Advocate shall be a 10-year term, be-
ginning with a term to commence on the
date which is 18 months after the date of the
enactment of the Small Business Taxpayer
Bill of Rights Act of 2018. Each subsequent
term shall begin on the day after the date on
which the previous term expires. The Na-
tional Taxpayer Advocate may be appointed
to serve more than 1 term.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The term of any indi-
vidual serving as the National Taxpayer Ad-
vocate under section 7803(c) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 as of the date of the en-
actment of this Act shall end as of the day
before the date which is 18 months after such
date of enactment, unless such individual is
reappointed as the National Taxpayer Advo-
cate for a subsequent term pursuant to sec-
tion 7803(c)(1)(B)(v) of such Code.

SEC. 16. RELEASE OF IRS LEVY DUE TO ECO-
NOMIC HARDSHIP FOR BUSINESS
TAXPAYERS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (D) of sec-
tion 6343(a)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code
of 1986 is amended by striking ‘‘or’’ and in-
serting ‘‘including the financial condition of
the taxpayer’s viable trade or business, or’.

(b) DETERMINATION OF ECONOMIC HARD-
SHIP.—Subsection (a) of section 6343 of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

‘“(4) DETERMINATION OF ECONOMIC HARDSHIP
TO BUSINESS TAXPAYER.—In determining
whether to release any levy under paragraph
(1)(D), the Secretary shall consider—

‘““(A) the economic viability of the busi-
ness,

‘(B) the nature and extent of the hardship
created by the levy (including whether the
taxpayer has exercised ordinary business
care and prudence), and

‘(C) the potential harm to individuals if
the business is liquidated.”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to levies
made after the date of the enactment of this
Act.
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SEC. 17. REPEAL OF PARTIAL PAYMENT RE-
QUIREMENT ON SUBMISSIONS OF
OFFERS-IN-COMPROMISE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7122 of the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by
striking subsection (c) and by redesignating
subsections (d), (e), (f), and (g) as subsections
(c), (d), (e), and (f), respectively.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

(1) Paragraph (3) of section 7122(c) of the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as redesig-
nated by subsection (a), is amended by in-
serting ‘“‘and” at the end of subparagraph
(A), by striking ‘‘, and” at the end of sub-
paragraph (B) and inserting a period, and by
striking subparagraph (C).

(2) Section 7122 of such Code, as amended
by this section, is amended by adding at the
end the following new subsection:

‘‘(g) APPLICATION OF USER FEE.—In the
case of any assessed tax or other amounts
imposed under this title with respect to such
tax which is the subject of an offer-in-com-
promise, such tax or other amounts shall be
reduced by any user fee imposed under this
title with respect to such offer-in-com-
promise.”.

(3) Section 6159(g) of such Code is amended
by striking ‘‘section 7122(e)”’ and inserting
‘‘section 7122(d)”.

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments
made by this section shall apply to offers-in-
compromise submitted after the date of the
enactment of this Act.

————

SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS

SENATE RESOLUTION 470—EX-
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE
SENATE THAT ELECTRICITY
MARKETS DO NOT APPRO-

PRIATELY VALUE THE RELI-
ABILITY AND RESILIENCE AT-
TRIBUTES OF BASELOAD POWER
GENERATION SERVING THE
BULK POWER SYSTEM

Mr. MANCHIN submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was referred
to the Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources:

S. RES. 470

Whereas the power generation resource
mix of the United States is rapidly changing,
presenting ongoing challenges to ensuring
that baseload units remain operational and
provide enhanced resilience and reliability
to the power grid of the United States;

Whereas many baseload units are not ap-
propriately valued for the resilience and reli-
ability attributes those units provide to the
power grid of the United States;

Whereas accelerated retirements of coal-
fired and nuclear baseload power generation
resources are among those challenges, in-
cluding how those resources are needed—

(1) to provide dependable capacity to serve
customers;

(2) to support essential grid services, such
as voltage and frequency support and
ramping capability;

(3) to offer high availability and reliability
from significant on-site fuel storage; and

(4) to support integration of new genera-
tion resources; and

Whereas in Docket Numbers RM18-000-001
and AD18-7-001, and in other proceedings, the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission has
compiled extensive evidence documenting
the reliability and resilience attributes of all
power generation resources: Now, therefore,
be it

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate
that the Federal Energy Regulatory Com-
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mission should take action to ensure that
the electricity markets fully recognize the
reliability and resilience benefits of coal-
fired and nuclear baseload power generation
resources serving the bulk power system.

—————

SENATE RESOLUTION 471—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 29, 2018, AS
“VIETNAM VETERANS DAY”

Mr. BURR (for himself and Mr.
MANCHIN) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and
agreed to:

S. REs. 471

Whereas the Vietnam War was fought in
the Republic of Vietnam from 1955 to 1975
and involved regular forces from the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam and Viet Cong
guerrilla forces in armed conflict with the
United States Armed Forces, the armed
forces of allies of the United States, and the
armed forces of the Republic of Vietnam;

Whereas the United States Armed Forces
became involved in Vietnam because the
United States Government wanted to provide
direct support by the Armed Forces to the
Government of the Republic of Vietnam to
defend against the growing threat of Com-
munism from the Democratic Republic of
Vietnam;

Whereas members of the United States
Armed Forces began serving in an advisory
role to the Government of South Vietnam in
1955;

Whereas as a result of the Gulf of Tonkin
incidents on August 2 and 4, 1964, Congress
overwhelmingly passed the Gulf of Tonkin
Resolution (Public Law 88-408) on August 7,
1964, which provided to the President of the
United States the authority to use armed
force to assist the Republic of Vietnam in
the defense of its freedom against the Demo-
cratic Republic of Vietnam;

Whereas, in 1965, United States Armed
Forces ground combat units arrived in the
Republic of Vietnam to join an already
present 23,000 United States Armed Forces
personnel;

Whereas, by September 1965, there were be-
tween 150,000 and 190,000 United States
Armed Forces troops in Vietnam, and by
1969, a peak number of United States Armed
Forces troops in Vietnam of approximately
549,500 troops was reached, including United
States Armed Forces members supporting
the combat operations from Thailand, Cam-
bodia, Laos, and aboard Navy vessels;

Whereas, on January 27, 1973, the Agree-
ment on Ending the War in Vietnam and Re-
storing Peace (commonly known as the
“Paris Peace Accords’’) was signed, which re-
quired the release of all United States pris-
oners-of-war held in North Vietnam and the
withdrawal of all United States Armed
Forces from South Vietnam;

Whereas, on March 29, 1973, the United
States Armed Forces completed the with-
drawal of combat units and combat support
units from South Vietnam;

Whereas, on April 30, 1975, North Viet-
namese regular forces captured Saigon, the
capital of South Vietnam, effectively placing
South Vietnam under Communist control;

Whereas more than 58,000 members of the
United States Armed Forces lost their lives
in the Vietnam War, and more than 300,000
members of the United States Armed Forces
were wounded in Vietnam;

Whereas, in 1982, the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial was dedicated in the District of
Columbia to commemorate the members of
the United States Armed Forces who died or
were declared missing-in-action in Vietnam;

Whereas the Vietnam War was an ex-
tremely divisive issue among the people of
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the United States and a conflict that caused
a generation of veterans to wait too long for
the United States public to acknowledge and
honor the efforts and services of those vet-
erans;

Whereas members of the United States
Armed Forces who served bravely and faith-
fully for the United States during the Viet-
nam War were often wrongly criticized for
the decisions of policymakers that were be-
yond the control of those members of the
United States Armed Forces; and

Whereas designating March 29, 2018, as
‘“Vietnam Veterans Day’’ would be an appro-
priate way to honor the members of the
United States Armed Forces who served in
South Vietnam and throughout Southeast
Asia during the Vietnam War: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates March 29, 2018, as ‘‘Vietnam
Veterans Day’’;

(2) honors and recognizes the contributions
of veterans who served in the United States
Armed Forces in Vietnam during war and
during peace;

(3) encourages States and local govern-
ments to designate March 29, 2018, as ‘‘Viet-
nam Veterans Day’’; and

(4) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Vietnam Veterans Day
with appropriate ceremonies and activities
that—

(A) provide the appreciation that veterans
of the Vietnam War deserve;

(B) demonstrate the resolve that the peo-
ple of the United States shall never forget
the sacrifices and service of a generation of
veterans who served in the Vietnam War;

(C) promote awareness of the faithful serv-
ice and contributions of the veterans of the
Vietnam War—

(i) during service in the United States
Armed Forces; and

(ii) to the communities of the veterans
since returning home;

(D) promote awareness of the importance
of entire communities empowering veterans
and the families of veterans in helping the
veterans readjust to civilian life after serv-
ice in the United States Armed Forces; and

(E) promote opportunities for veterans of
the Vietnam War—

(i) to assist younger veterans returning
from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan in re-
habilitation from wounds, both seen and un-
seen; and

(ii) to support the reintegration of younger
veterans into civilian life.

———

SENATE RESOLUTION 472—DESIG-
NATING APRIL 5, 2018, AS “GOLD
STAR WIVES DAY

Mr. BURR (for himself, Mr. MANCHIN,
Mr. INHOFE, and Mr. HELLER) submitted
the following resolution; which was
considered and agreed to:

S. RES. 472

Whereas the Senate honors the sacrifices
made by the spouses and families of the fall-
en members of the Armed Forces of the
United States;

Whereas Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.
represents the spouses and families of the
members and veterans of the Armed Forces
of the United States who have died on active
duty or as a result of a service-connected dis-
ability;

Whereas the primary mission of Gold Star
Wives of America, Inc. is to provide services,
support, and friendship to the spouses of the
fallen members and veterans of the Armed
Forces of the United States;

Whereas, in 1945, Gold Star Wives of Amer-
ica, Inc. was organized with the help of Elea-
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nor Roosevelt to assist the families left be-
hind by the fallen members and veterans of
the Armed Forces of the United States;

Whereas the first meeting of Gold Star
Wives of America, Inc. was held on April 5,
1945;

Whereas April 5, 2018, marks the 73rd anni-
versary of the first meeting of Gold Star
Wives of America, Inc.;

Whereas the members and veterans of the
Armed Forces of the United States bear the
burden of protecting the freedom of the peo-
ple of the United States; and

Whereas the sacrifices of the families of
the fallen members and veterans of the
Armed Forces of the United States should
never be forgotten: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 5, 2018, as ‘‘Gold Star
Wives Day’’;

(2) honors and recognizes—

(A) the contributions of the members of
Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.; and

(B) the dedication of the members of Gold
Star Wives of America, Inc. to the members
and veterans of the Armed Forces of the
United States; and

(3) encourages the people of the United
States to observe Gold Star Wives Day to
promote awareness of—

(A) the contributions and dedication of the
members of Gold Star Wives of America, Inc.
to the members and veterans of the Armed
Forces of the United States; and

(B) the important role that Gold Star
Wives of America, Inc. plays in the lives of
the spouses and families of the fallen mem-
bers and veterans of the Armed Forces of the
United States.

———

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND
PROPOSED

SA 2238. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Ms. HASSAN)
proposed an amendment to the bill S. 1281, to
establish a bug bounty pilot program within
the Department of Homeland Security, and
for other purposes.

————

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS

SA 2238. Mr. MCCONNELL (for Ms.
HASSAN) proposed an amendment to
the bill S. 1281, to establish a bug boun-
ty pilot program within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, and for
other purposes; as follows:

On page 8, line 21, strike ‘90 days’ and in-
sert ‘180 days’’.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I have 6
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Tuesday, April 17,
2018, at 9:30 a.m. to conduct a hearing
on the following nominations: Admiral
Philip S. Davidson, USN, for reappoint-
ment to the grade of admiral and to be
Commander, United States Pacific
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Command, and General Terrence J.
O’Shaughnessy, USAF, for reappoint-
ment to the grade of general and to be
Commander, United States Northern
Command, and Commander, North
American Aerospace Defense Com-
mand, both of the Department of De-
fense.
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN
AFFAIRS

The Committee on Banking, Housing,
and Urban Affairs is authorized to
meet during the session of the Senate
on Tuesday, April 17, 2018, at 10 a.m to
conduct a hearing on the following
nominations: Thelma Drake, of Vir-
ginia, to be Federal Transit Adminis-
trator, Department of Transportation,
Jeffrey Nadaner, of Maryland, to be an
Assistant Secretary of Commerce, and
Seth Daniel Appleton, of Missouri, to
be an Assistant Secretary of Housing
and Urban Development.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Tuesday, April 17, 2018, at 10
a.m. to conduct a hearing on the nomi-
nation of Karl L. Schultz, to be Admi-
ral and to be Commandant of the Coast
Guard, Department of Homeland Secu-
rity.

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

The Committee on Energy and Nat-
ural Resources is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Tuesday, April 17, 2018, at 10 a.m. to
conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Tuesday, April 17,
2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing en-
titled ““U.S. Policy in Yemen.”’

SUBCOMMITEE ON SEAPOWER

The Subcommitee on Seapower of the
Committee on Armed Services is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Tuesday, April 17, 2018,
at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing.

———

APPOINTMENT

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
Chair announces, on behalf of the ma-
jority leader, pursuant to Public Law
70-770, the appointment of the fol-
lowing individual to the Migratory
Bird Conservation Commission: the
Honorable JOHN N. BOOZMAN of Arkan-
sas.

———————

HACK THE DEPARTMENT OF
HOMELAND SECURITY ACT OF 2017

Mr. McCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 335, S. 1281.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 1281) to establish a bug bounty
pilot program within the Department of
Homeland Security, and for other purposes.
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