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(2) in section 3(b) (29 U.S.C. 153(b)), by 

striking ‘‘or (e) of section 9’’ and inserting 
‘‘or (d) of section 9’’; 

(3) in section 8 (29 U.S.C. 158), by striking 
‘‘9(e)’’ each place it appears and inserting 
‘‘9(d)’’; and 

(4) in section 18 (29 U.S.C. 168), by striking 
‘‘section 10 (e) or (f)’’ and inserting ‘‘sub-
section (e) or (f) of section 10, as such sub-
sections were in effect on the day before the 
date of enactment of the Protecting Amer-
ican Jobs Act,’’. 

(f) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 6 months 
after the date of enactment of this section, 
the National Labor Relations Board shall re-
view all regulations promulgated before such 
date of enactment and revise or rescind any 
such regulations as necessary to implement 
the amendment made by subsection (c). 

f 

ELECTING MICHAEL C. STENGER 
AS SERGEANT AT ARMS AND 
DOORKEEPER OF THE SENATE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 465, submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 465) electing Michael 
C. Stenger as Sergeant at Arms and Door-
keeper of the Senate. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to and the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 465) was 
agreed to. 

(The resolution is printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Resolu-
tions.’’) 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier 
today: S. Res. 466, S. Res. 467, and S. 
Res. 468. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preamble, 
where applicable, be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions (S. Res. 466 and S. 
Res. 467) were agreed to. 

(The resolutions are printed in to-
day’s RECORD under ‘‘Submitted Reso-
lutions.’’) 

The resolution (S. Res. 468) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

(The resolution, with its preamble, is 
printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 17, 
2018 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m. on Tuesday, April 
17; further, that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed. I further ask that fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the Muniz nomination under the pre-
vious order, with the time until 12:30 
p.m. equally divided between the two 
leaders or their designees; finally, I ask 
that the Senate recess from 12:30 p.m. 
until 2:15 p.m. to allow for the weekly 
conference meetings. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
if there is no further business to come 
before the Senate, I ask unanimous 
consent that it stand adjourned under 
the previous order, following the re-
marks of Senator UDALL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from New Mexico. 

f 

INDIAN AFFAIRS LEGISLATION 

Mr. UDALL. I thank the Presiding 
Officer for the recognition. 

Madam President, I rise today as the 
ranking member on the Senate Indian 
Affairs Committee. In our parlance on 
the committee, it is called the vice 
chair. Normally, our committee is very 
bipartisan. It was not so in this case 
today. In the debate, it was mentioned 
that this was a negotiated package. It 
was not. I was not asked for input as 
the vice chair of the committee. Noth-
ing about this bill sent over from the 
House was negotiated with me. 

For the first time in 10 years, this 
body has just considered a bill from the 
Committee on Indian Affairs using a 
cloture filing and valuable floor time. 
Let me repeat that. For the first time 
in 10 years, this Chamber just debated 
an Indian Affairs bill using valuable 
floor time and not unanimous consent. 

For a Senate majority, floor time 
and cloture filings are the coin of the 
realm, and this is the first time in 10 
years that it is being spent on a Tribal 
issue. 

Over this decade, during which both 
Democrats and Republicans have held a 
majority, Indian Country has seen its 
priorities sidelined. Important legisla-
tion that touches the lives of Native 
veterans, Native families, and Native 

communities—from Maine to Hawaii, 
from Florida to Alaska—makes it out 
of the Indian Affairs Committee only 
to die waiting on the Senate legislative 
calendar, often due to objections by 
one or a small handful of Senators— 
legislation, for example, like the Na-
tive American Housing Assistance and 
Self-Determination Reauthorization 
Act, the Esther Martinez Native Lan-
guages Preservation Act, the 
PROGRESS for Indian Tribes Act, and 
the Indian Tribal Energy Development 
and Self-Determination Act Amend-
ments of 2017. 

These are all broadly supported bi-
partisan bills that have gotten stuck in 
the legislative process for 5, 10, or even 
15 years—all broadly supported bipar-
tisan bills that Indian Country needs. 
They address pressing issues like 
homelessness, language loss, and eco-
nomic development, and all of these 
broadly supported bipartisan bills are 
central to fulfilling our solemn trust 
and treaty responsibilities. 

My colleague, the senior Senator 
from Montana, tells the same story 
about his fight to gain Federal recogni-
tion for the Little Shell Tribe. This 
legislation is important to Montanans 
and Tribes he represents. This bill has 
been fighting for a day on the floor 
since 2008. 

My distinguished colleagues from 
Washington first took up the fight to 
get the Spokane Tribe settlement act 
signed into law back in 2003. 

I am honored to work with so many 
colleagues who dedicate themselves 
each and every day to fighting for In-
dian Country. But we can’t do that if 
Indian Affairs legislation is not given 
equal weight to other bills. 

It is shameful that this full body does 
not consider and resolve these and 
other important issues facing Indian 
Country. It is shameful that when the 
Senate gives Indian Country its first 
shot in 10 years, Republicans closed the 
debate to prevent consideration of 
other pressing pieces of Indian Affairs 
legislation. I am amazed that there 
will be no time for amendments, that 
there will be no time for this body to 
do what it is supposed to do—delib-
erate, deliberate. That is what we are 
supposed to do here. 

Instead, the majority leader limits 
consideration to one issue, chosen spe-
cifically to amplify partisan rancor. 
We should be working together for In-
dian Country. The majority isn’t doing 
that. It is using a wedge issue to pit 
people against each other in an at-
tempt to score political points. 

When Republicans were in the minor-
ity, Senator MCCONNELL lamented the 
lack of debate. He complained that leg-
islation was ‘‘dropped on the floor with 
little or no opportunities for members 
to participate in the amendment proc-
ess, virtually guaranteeing a fight.’’ 

As the majority leader said, simply 
and eloquently: 

Bills should come to the floor and be thor-
oughly debated. . . . This is the Senate. . . . 
Let the Senate work its will, and that means 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 04:11 Apr 17, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00058 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A16AP6.034 S16APPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2189 April 16, 2018 
bringing bills to the floor. It means having a 
free and open amendment process. That is 
legislating. 

I couldn’t agree more. We came here 
to craft legislation. We came here to 
take tough votes. That process may 
take more time, more work, and more 
cooperation, but it would lead to better 
outcomes for everyone, and, most im-
portantly in this case, it would lead to 
better outcomes for Indian Country. 

Let there be no mistake. Indian 
Country loses when we give in to par-
tisan rancor. We have seen this play 
out before. When the trillion-dollar tax 
cut was rammed through this Chamber 
without any input from my Democratic 
colleagues, what happened? Indian 
Country and Indian Tribes were en-
tirely left out in the cold. There was 
not a single provision for Indian Tribes 
in a trillion-dollar package. 

On the other hand, we know what 
happens when bipartisanship prevails. 
Senator MURKOWSKI, my chairman on 
the Interior Appropriations Sub-
committee, and I were able to deliver 
big wins for Indian Country in the fis-
cal year 2018 omnibus. We increased 
funding for the Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs by $204 million, and we increased 
funding for the Indian health programs 
by another $500 million—that is almost 
three-quarters of a billion dollars—be-
cause Democrats and Republicans de-
cided it was better to work for Indian 
Country instead of against each other. 

As anyone in Indian Country will tell 
you, Indian affairs issues transcend 
partisan politics. Native policy issues 
go to the core of the trust responsi-
bility, to the government-to-govern-
ment relationships enshrined in our 
Constitution and countless treaties. 
Sadly, that is not true today. 

I wanted a better deal for Indian 
Country. Indian Country had to wait 10 
years for today’s vote. We should have 
had a full opportunity to bring other 

issues onto the table and to be added 
onto the bill in the form of amend-
ments. Housing, public safety, self-de-
termination, and self-governance are 
equally deserving of the Senate’s con-
sideration. We could have considered 
legislation that would do more to unite 
us than divide us, like the Native 
American Housing and Self-Determina-
tion Act, which expired in 2013. This 
important program benefits Native 
Americans, Native Hawaiians, and 
Alaska Natives. 

In my home State of New Mexico, as 
in most of Indian Country, NAHASDA 
is the primary source of funding for 
Tribal housing needs and development. 
For instance, in Isleta Pueblo, 44 per-
cent of households are low-income. 
Without NAHASDA funding, the Pueb-
lo would be unable to address this crip-
pling need. Reauthorizing NAHASDA 
would provide Tribes like Isleta the 
certainty they require to meet current 
and future housing needs. Instead, we 
only voted on one Tribal priority, the 
Tribal Labor Sovereignty Act. I voted 
yes on cloture. As a longtime advocate 
for Indian Country, I understand and 
respect how integral Tribal sovereignty 
is to Tribal governance, and I am and 
always will be an unwavering supporter 
of Tribal sovereignty. 

I am also a supporter of strong labor 
protections and the working families 
they protect in New Mexico and around 
the country. I support collective bar-
gaining and am against right-to-work 
laws that are being pushed around the 
country. 

The tough issue here is that for dec-
ades Tribes were treated as States and 
local governments and not subject to 
the National Labor Relations Board. 
Recent Board and court decisions have 
changed that in some parts of the 
country but not others, resulting in a 
patchwork of regulations. The previous 
administration proposed a compromise 

approach, but neither side embraced it. 
I hope that changes. But no matter the 
outcome today, I will continue to fight 
for Indian Country and seek new oppor-
tunities to enact longstanding Tribal 
legislative priorities. 

I close with past advice from my col-
league, the majority leader: ‘‘If you 
want fewer fights, give the other side a 
say.’’ I couldn’t agree more, and I urge 
the majority leader to give us and In-
dian Country a say. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
adjourned until 10 a.m. tomorrow. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 7:14 p.m., 
adjourned until Tuesday, April 17, 2018, 
at 10 a.m. 

f 

NOMINATIONS 

Executive nomination received by 
the Senate: 

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS 

RONNY LYNN JACKSON, OF TEXAS, TO BE SECRETARY 
OF VETERANS AFFAIRS, VICE DAVID J. SHULKIN. 

f 

DISCHARGED NOMINATION 

The Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs was 
discharged from further consideration 
of the following nomination under the 
authority of the order of the Senate of 
01/07/2009 and the nomination was 
placed on the Executive Calendar: 

*HANNIBAL WARE, OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS, TO BE IN-
SPECTOR GENERAL, SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION. 

*Nominee has committed to respond 
to requests to appear and testify before 
any duly constituted committee of the 
Senate. 
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