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Senate 
The Senate met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable TOM 
COTTON, a Senator from the State of 
Arkansas. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, whose Kingdom is 

above all earthly kingdoms, we praise 
Your Holy Name. Forgive us for having 
left undone the things we ought to 
have done and for doing the things we 
ought not to have done. Deliver us 
from those forces that obstruct the 
making of a nation and world of jus-
tice, peace, and righteousness. 

Lord, give our lawmakers the wis-
dom, courage, and strength needed for 
our times, providing them with Your 
sustenance from the wealth of Your ce-
lestial riches. Equip them to serve You 
and country with a full measure of 
grace, strength, and wisdom. 

We pray in Your sacred Name. Amen. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 

Washington, DC, January 17, 2018. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 

appoint the Honorable TOM COTTON, a Sen-
ator from the State of Arkansas, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. COTTON thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

TAX REFORM 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, an-
other wave of economic optimism is 
breaking across America after last 
month’s historic tax reform legisla-
tion. Already, for weeks, we have seen 
special bonuses, pay increases, and 
other tax reform benefits delivered to 
workers across the Nation. 

These immediate benefits are just 
the first fruits. Tax reform is also 
planting the seeds of long-term wage 
growth and job creation by making 
America a more attractive place for 
entrepreneurship and for investment. 

We learned last week that the auto-
maker Fiat Chrysler is renewing pro-
duction lines in America where prohib-
itive business taxes once stood in the 
way. Now, 2,500 new jobs are coming to 
Detroit, thanks to tax reform. Just 
yesterday, I was pleased to announce 
that Humana, which employs more 
than 12,000 Kentuckians, is accel-
erating pay incentives and increasing 
its minimum hourly wage because of 
tax reform. The good news keeps com-
ing. Toyota and Mazda are doubling 
down on existing investments in the 
United States, announcing plans to 
create 4,000 new jobs in Huntsville, AL. 

The world is noticing that America is 
open for business, and in large part it 
is because we have shaken off an out-
dated, burdensome Tax Code. Reform-
ing the Tax Code was not easy. It was 

made even more challenging when none 
of our Democratic colleagues in the 
House or the Senate—not one—stood 
with taxpayers and job creators to vote 
for this once-in-a-generation tax relief, 
but thanks to Republican majorities in 
Congress and a Republican White 
House, the benefits for working Ameri-
cans are just beginning. 

f 

FISA 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
now, on another matter, the Senate 
will soon vote to reauthorize important 
provisions of the FISA Amendments 
Act. This includes section 702, one of 
the most important tools used by our 
national security community to com-
bat terrorism and to keep Americans 
safe. It gives our law enforcement and 
intelligence communities the ability to 
collect communications from foreign 
terrorists on foreign soil who wish 
harm to America and our allies. This 
capability is absolutely vital to the 
success of defense and intelligence op-
erations. 

To be absolutely clear, section 702 
does not allow the targeting of Amer-
ican citizens, nor does it permit the 
targeting of anyone of any nationality 
who is known to be located here in the 
United States. Five years ago, Con-
gress reauthorized the title with over-
whelming bipartisan support. Today, it 
is time to do so one more time. 

It is no secret that the world remains 
dangerous. Terrorist groups remain as 
intent today as they did on September 
11, 2001, on harming Americans and 
those working with us overseas. As the 
tragedies of that day become a more 
distant memory, we cannot grow lax 
and deny our defense and intelligence 
communities the tools and resources 
they require to prevent future attacks. 

I look forward to renewing the bipar-
tisan consensus on this issue and vot-
ing to reauthorize this important pro-
vision very soon. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 00:14 Jan 18, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A17JA6.000 S17JAPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES214 January 17, 2018 
FUNDING THE GOVERNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
now, on another matter, as we all 
know, Congress has until Friday to 
reach an agreement that ensures con-
tinued funding for the Federal Govern-
ment. By now, it is clear we are not yet 
ready to move ahead with a major 
agreement on long-term funding for 
our Armed Forces, nor on our immigra-
tion policy. Serious, bipartisan talks 
are underway on these issues and other 
key priorities. Compromise solutions 
are not out of reach, but for now, Con-
gress needs to keep the government 
running. There is no cause whatsoever 
for manufacturing a crisis and holding 
up funding for the vital services of the 
Federal Government. 

What is more, the near-term solution 
that Congress must pass this week will 
not only provide uninterrupted govern-
ment funding, it will also contain a 6- 
year reauthorization of the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program. This 
is a Federal program that covers near-
ly 9 million children in low-income 
families. It ensures that economic 
hardship will not stand between strug-
gling American families and medical 
coverage for their children. S-CHIP en-
joys widespread, bipartisan support, 
with dedicated champions on both sides 
of the aisle. 

The funding bill we will take up in 
the Senate will reauthorize the pro-
gram for 6 years, even longer than the 
bipartisan compromise the Senate Fi-
nance Committee reached just last 
year. So Senators face a lot of hard de-
cisions, but this is not one of them. A 
bill that prevents a government shut-
down and funds S-CHIP for up to 6 
years should be a simple choice for 
every Senator in this Chamber, and 
until very recently, our Democratic 
colleagues agreed. ‘‘No-brainer’’ was 
the exact phrase my colleague, the sen-
ior Senator from California, recently 
used on the Senate floor when dis-
cussing S-CHIP renewal. 

The newest Member of this body, the 
junior Senator from Alabama, cam-
paigned on this very issue. As Senator- 
elect, he insisted that his future col-
leagues should ‘‘stop playing political 
football with the health care of our 
children.’’ He called it ‘‘absolutely un-
acceptable for partisan fighting to 
delay renewing funding for CHIP.’’ 

I hope my friends, the Democratic 
leaders, are listening to their own 
Members because recently some have 
intimated that Democrats will fili-
buster any funding bill whatsoever 
over the issue of illegal immigration. I 
find it difficult to believe that my 
Democratic colleagues would want to 
shut down the government for Amer-
ican citizens and vote down a 6-year re-
authorization of health insurance for 
American children all over illegal im-
migration. 

Bipartisan negotiations over the 
DACA issue and other issues in immi-
gration policy are certainly important, 
and they are ongoing. Our responsi-
bility is to continue those discussions, 

not to jeopardize them by ginning up a 
manufactured crisis over an artificial 
deadline. We have until March, at 
least, to complete our ongoing negotia-
tions on immigration. We have until 
Friday to fund the government. 

I would urge my Democratic friends 
to honor their stated commitments to 
join in a bipartisan effort to keep the 
government funded and reauthorize S- 
CHIP for struggling families across our 
country. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO REB BROWNELL 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
now, finally, on an entirely different 
matter, I would like to say a few words 
about Reb Brownell, a key member of 
my team who is departing the Senate 
today. 

Reb has served with distinction in 
my office for nearly 13 years. He began 
as an aide on foreign affairs, defense, 
and veterans issues. Since then, he has 
risen through the ranks, now serving as 
my personal office deputy chief of 
staff. 

Reb is a tireless worker and a loyal 
public servant. He has been my point 
person on more important issues than I 
can name, including my support for de-
mocracy in Burma and research on 
prominent Kentucky leaders through-
out history. I know he is especially 
proud of our work to help Dr. Noelle 
Hunter bring her daughter back to 
America. 

I will miss more than Reb’s fine 
work. I will miss him challenging my 
title as the biggest history buff in the 
office, and all his colleagues will miss 
Reb’s genuine warmth, his quick wit 
and good humor, and his readiness to 
mentor young staffers. Of course, no-
body is perfect. Reb is a diehard Michi-
gan State fan. Fortunately, he never 
let it get in the way of serving the peo-
ple of the Commonwealth of Kentucky. 

I am sorry to see Reb go. I thank him 
for his service, and I wish him and his 
wife Sandy every success in their fu-
ture endeavors. 

f 

MEASURE PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR—S. 2311 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand that there is a bill at the 
desk due for a second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the bill by 
title for the second time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (S. 2311) to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to protect pain-capable unborn 
children, and for other purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in 
order to place the bill on the calendar 
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the 
bill will be placed on the calendar. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized. 

f 

FUNDING THE GOVERNMENT 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first, 
before I get into the substance of my 
remarks, let me just answer the major-
ity leader. What leads to problems in 
this place? What leads to a government 
shutdown? It is one side deciding ev-
erything and then saying to the other 
side: You must go along. 

The proposal has been sent over— 
here is what it doesn’t do. It does not 
give help needed for our veterans who 
wait in line for service. It doesn’t fight 
opioid addiction, the scourge of Amer-
ica. It doesn’t help our pensioners. I 
would say to my friends on the other 
side of the aisle and our defense hawks 
over in the other body, it doesn’t give 
defense what it needs either. It is a 
loser in terms of the things this coun-
try needs. 

We could easily sit down and come to 
an agreement that would get the sup-
port of a majority of both sides, and it 
is the intransigence, frankly, of so 
many who say don’t talk, don’t nego-
tiate, just do it our way or no way that 
has led to gridlock, that has led to the 
fact that the first year has been largely 
unsuccessful and leads to the partisan-
ship America decries. 

Democrats have shown, time and 
time again, we want to work in a bipar-
tisan way, most recently illustrated by 
the proposal put together by my friend 
from Illinois, my friend from South 
Carolina, my friend from Arizona who 
is on the floor. We eagerly await his re-
marks, and I will try to be brief. 

Leader MCCONNELL, in this instance, 
as in many others, says: Our way or no 
way. That is wrong. We will do every-
thing we can to avoid a shutdown. We 
will do everything we can, but the 
needs of opioid addiction and helping 
the veterans and Social Security and 
rural infrastructure and defense and, of 
course, the Dreamers remain hanging 
out with this proposal. If, God forbid, 
there is a shutdown, it will fall on the 
majority leader’s shoulders and the 
President’s shoulders. We all know 
what the President has said. He wants 
a shutdown. So you can twist words 
and twist facts any way you want, but 
the truth is, this is a purely partisan 
effort—a purely partisan effort—and 
that is what leads to the trouble in this 
place. 

Let me say a few more things. 
Despite the leader being totally par-

tisan on this issue, we have seen some 
rays, some sprouts of bipartisanship. In 
the House, Republican Congressman 
WILL HURD and Democratic Congress-
man AGUILAR have a proposal on immi-
gration, on Dream, that garnered 20 
Democrats and 20 Republicans. The 
Goodlatte proposal, the McCaul pro-
posal, has not a single Democrat. I say 
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