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States in World War I, with Congress approv-
ing more than $1,000,000 for real estate and
facilities expansion, which created 81 build-
ings to support 1,400 men and 20 submarines
by the end of World War I;

Whereas the second largest expansion of
Naval Submarine Base New London occurred
during World War II when the submarine
force exponentially grew in size, and the in-
stallation enlarged from 112 acres to 497
acres to accommodate the thousands of per-
sonnel that serviced the growing fleet;

Whereas the nuclear power age following
World War II ushered technological advance-
ments in submarine development with the
advent of nuclear powered submarines and
the arrival of the USS Nautilus (SSN-571),
the first nuclear powered vessel in the world,
when it was commissioned in 1954 at Naval
Submarine Base New London;

Whereas the USS George Washington
(SSBN-598), the first nuclear ballistic sub-
marine of the United States Navy, created
further changes at Naval Submarine Base
New London when it was commissioned there
in 1959;

Whereas, in 2018, Naval Submarine Base
New London extends along the east side of
the Thames River, occupies approximately
687 acres, and houses more than 160 major fa-
cilities and more than 15 nuclear sub-
marines;

Whereas Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don supports fleet readiness by providing
quality service and facilities to its fleet,
fighters, and families;

Whereas the mission of Naval Submarine
Base New London is—

(1) to homeport and put submarines to sea;
and

(2) to support the Submarine Center of Ex-
cellence, which trains submariners to take
submarines to sea;

Whereas nearly every submariner in the
United States Navy will be stationed at
Naval Submarine Base New London for
training, with a potential tour of duty in one
of the attack submarines homeported at the
installation, or with a pre-commissioning
unit for a new submarine under construction
at General Dynamics Electric Boat Shipyard
in Groton, Connecticut;

Whereas Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don is home to more than 70 tenant com-
mands and activities including—

(1) the Undersea Warfighting Development
Center;

(2) the Submarine Learning Center;

(3) the Naval Submarine School;

(4) the Naval Submarine Medical Research
Laboratory; and

(5) the Naval Undersea Medical Institute;

Whereas Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don is one of the largest employers in south-
eastern Connecticut and employs more than
9,600 active duty, reserve, and civilian per-
sonnel; and

Whereas Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don will always be regarded as the first sub-
marine base of the United States Navy and
the home of the submarine force: Now, there-
fore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates April 11, 2018, as the ‘‘Sesqui-
centennial of Connecticut’s Navy Installa-
tion”’;

(2) commends the longstanding dedication
and contribution to the Navy by the people
of Connecticut, both through the initial deed
of gift that established the Navy Installation
of Connecticut, and through their ongoing
commitment to support the mission and peo-
ple assigned to the installation, presently
known as Naval Submarine Base New Lon-
don;

(3) honors the sailors and submariners who
have trained and served at the Navy Installa-
tion of Connecticut throughout its 150-year
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history in support of the naval and undersea
superiority of the United States;

(4) recognizes the indispensable role Naval
Submarine Base New London plays in for-
tifying the national security of the United
States at a time when adversaries seek to
challenge the United States; and

(5) pledges continued support for the oper-
ation of Naval Submarine Base New London
for years to come.

———
SENATE RESOLUTION 459—RECOG-
NIZING “BLACK MATERNAL

HEALTH WEEK” TO BRING NA-
TIONAL ATTENTION TO THE MA-
TERNAL HEALTH CARE CRISIS
IN THE BLACK COMMUNITY AND
THE IMPORTANCE OF REDUCING
THE RATE OF MATERNAL MOR-
TALITY AND MORBIDITY AMONG
BLACK WOMEN

Ms. HARRIS (for herself, Ms. STABE-
NOW, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. MURRAY,
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. WAR-
REN, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr.
MERKLEY, Mr. WYDEN, and Mr.
BLUMENTHAL) submitted the following
resolution; which was referred to the

Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions:
S. REs. 459

Whereas according to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, Black mothers
in the United States die at 3 to 4 times the
rate of White mothers;

Whereas Black women in the United States
suffer from life-threatening pregnancy com-
plications twice as often as White women;

Whereas United States maternal mortality
rates are the highest in the developed world
and are increasing rapidly;

Whereas the United States has the highest
maternal mortality rate among affluent
countries because of the disproportionate
death rate of Black mothers;

Whereas the premature delivery rate
among Black women is 49 percent higher
than the rate among all other women;

Whereas Black women are twice as likely
to suffer from severe maternal morbidity
than White women;

Whereas high rates of maternal mortality
among Black women span across income and
education levels, as well as socioeconomic
status;

Whereas racial disparities exist across in-
come and education levels;

Whereas structural racism, gender oppres-
sion, and social determinants of health in-
equities experienced by Black women in the
United States significantly contribute to the
disproportionately high rates of maternal
mortality and morbidity among Black
women;

Whereas race and racism play an integral
role in maternal health outcomes, care, and
policy;

Whereas fair distribution of resources, es-
pecially with regard to reproductive health
care services and maternal health program-
ming, is critical to closing the maternal
health racial disparity gap; and

Whereas an investment must be made in
Black women’s maternity care and in poli-
cies that support and promote affordable,
comprehensive, and holistic maternal health
care that is free from gender and racial dis-
crimination: Now, therefore, be it

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate recognizes—

(1) that Black women are experiencing
high, disproportionate rates of maternal
mortality and morbidity in the TUnited
States;
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(2) that the alarmingly high rates of ma-
ternal mortality among Black women is un-
acceptable;

(3) that Congress must work toward ensur-
ing that the Black community has adequate
housing, transportation equity, nutritious
food, clean water, environments free from
toxins, fair treatment within the criminal
justice system, safety and freedom from vio-
lence, a living wage, and equal economic op-
portunity;

(4) that in order to improve maternal
health outcomes, Congress must fully sup-
port and encourage policies grounded in the
human rights framework that addresses
Black maternal health inequity;

(5) that Black women must be active par-
ticipants in the policy decisions that impact
their lives;

(6) that ‘““‘Black Maternal Health Week” is
an opportunity to increase attention of the
state of Black maternal health in the United
States, amplify the voices of Black women
and families, serve as a national platform for
Black-women-led entities and efforts on ma-
ternal health, and enhance community orga-
nizing on Black maternal health; and

(7) the significance of April 11 through 17,
2018, as ‘‘Black Maternal Health Week”’.

————————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I
have 14 requests for committees to
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC
WORKS

The Committee on Environment and
Public Works is authorized to meet
during the session of the Senate on
Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 10:15 a.m.
to conduct a hearing.

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, April
11, 2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing
on the following nominations: Kirsten
Dawn Madison, of Florida, to be an As-
sistant Secretary (International Nar-
cotics and Law Enforcement Affairs),
and Thomas J. Hushek, of Wisconsin,
to be Ambassador to the Republic of
South Sudan, both of the Department
of State.

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND
TRANSPORTATION

The Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during the session of the
Senate on Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at
10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on the fol-
lowing nominations: Patrick Fuchs, of
Wisconsin, and Michelle A. Schultz, of
Pennsylvania, both to be a Member of
the Surface Transportation Board, De-
partment of Transportation, and Re-
becca Kelly Slaughter, of Maryland, to
be a Federal Trade Commissioner.

COMMITTEE HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, AND

PENSIONS

The Committee Health, Education,

Labor, and Pensions is authorized to
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meet during the session of the Senate
on Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 10 a.m.
to conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The
Opioid Crisis Response Act of 2018.”
COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS
The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Wednesday, April 11,
2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing en-
titled, “FEMA: Prioritizing a Culture
of Preparedness.”
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11,
2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘“The President’s FY2019 budg-
et Request for Indian Programs’’.
COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS
The Committee on Indian Affairs is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11,
2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing
on S. 1250 and S. 2515.
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY
The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11,
2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on
the following nominations: Mark Jer-
emy Bennett, of Hawaii, to be United
States Circuit Judge for the Ninth Cir-
cuit, Nancy E. Brasel, and Eric C.
Tostrud, both to be a United States
District Judge for the District of Min-
nesota, Robert R. Summerhays, to be
United States District Judge for the
Western District of Louisiana, and
Wendy Vitter, to be United States Dis-
trict Judge for the Eastern District of
Louisiana.
COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, April
11, 2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hear-
ing on the following nominations: Paul
R. Lawrence, of Virginia, to be Under
Secretary of Veterans Affairs for Bene-
fits, and Joseph L. Falvey, Jr., of
Michigan, to be a Judge of the United
States Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims.
SUBCOMMITEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND
CAPABILITIES
The Subcommitee on Emerging
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 10
a.m. to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITEE ON READINESS AND MANAGEMENT
SUPPORT
The Subcommitee on Readiness and
Management Support of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 2:30
p.m. to conduct a hearing.
SUBCOMMITEE ON STRATEGIC FORCES
The Subcommitee on Strategic
Forces of the Committee on Armed
Services is authorized to meet during
the session of the Senate on Wednes-
day, April 11, 2018, at 2:30 p.m. to con-
duct a hearing.
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SUBCOMMITEE ON INTERNATIONAL TRADE,

CUSTOMS, AND GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS

The Subcommitee on International
Trade, Customs, and Global Competi-
tiveness of the Committee on Finance
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, April
11, 2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘Market Access Chal-
lenges in China.”

SUBCOMMITEE ON CRIME AND TERRORISM

The Subcommitee on Crime and Ter-
rorism of the Committee on the Judici-
ary is authorized to meet during the
session of the Senate on Wednesday,
April 11, 2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a
hearing entitled ‘‘Defeating Fentanyl:
Addressing the Deadliest Drugs Fuel-
ing the Opioid Crisis.”

——
RECOGNIZING THE 5TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE DEATH OF

OSWALDO PAYA SARDINAS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 357, S. Res. 224.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 224) recognizing the
5th anniversary of the death of Oswaldo
Paya Sardinas, and commemorating his leg-
acy and commitment to democratic values
and principles.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment and an amendment to the
preamble and an amendment to the
title.

(Strike all after the resolving clause
and insert the part printed in italic.)

(Strike the preamble and insert the
part printed in italic.)

Whereas Oswaldo Paya Sardinas was born in
Havana, Cuba, in 1952 and became a nonviolent
critic of the communist government as a teen-
ager, resulting in 3 years of imprisonment in
1969 at a work camp in Cuba, formerly known
as “Isla de Pinos’’;

Whereas, in 1988, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas
founded the Christian Liberation Movement
that called for peaceful civil disobedience
against the rule of the Communist Party of
Cuba and advocated for civil liberties;

Whereas, in 1992 and 1997, attempts by
Oswaldo Paya Sardinas to run as a candidate
for the National Assembly of People’s Power
were rejected by Cuban authorities;

Whereas, in 1998, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas and
other leaders of the Christian Liberation Move-
ment established the Varela Project in order to
circulate a legal proposal to advocate for demo-
cratic political reforms within Cuba, including
the establishment of freedom of association,
freedom of speech, freedom of the press, free
elections, freedom to start private businesses,
and amnesty for political prisoners;

Whereas, in 2002, the Varela Project delivered
a petition to the National Assembly of People’s
Power with 11,020 signatures from Cuban citi-
zens calling for a referendum on safeguarding
basic freedoms, an end to one-party rule, and
citing Article 88 of the Constitution of Cuba that
allows Cuban citizens to propose laws if the pro-
posal is made by at least 10,000 Cuban citizens
who are eligible to vote;
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Whereas, in 2003, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas re-
delivered the petition to the National Assembly
of People’s Power with an additional 14,000 sig-
natures, establishing the biggest mnonviolent
campaign to oppose the Communist Party of
Cuba;

Whereas, in March 2003, the crackdown on
Cuban dissidents by the Government of Cuba,
referred to as the ‘““‘Black Spring’’, led to the im-
prisonment of 75 individuals, including 25 mem-
bers of the Varela Project and 40 members of the
Christian Liberation Movement, and the forma-
tion of the Ladies in White movement by the
wives of the imprisoned activists;

Whereas, in 2007, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas
called on the National Assembly of People’s
Power to grant amnesty to monviolent political
prisoners and to allow Cubans to travel freely
without a government permit; 3

Whereas, in 2009, Oswaldo Paya Sardinas de-
veloped a Call for the National Dialogue; 3

Whereas petitions and calls by Oswaldo Paya
Sardinas to the National Assembly of People’s
Power were repeatedly dismissed and disparaged
by the Government of Cuba;

Whereas Oswaldo Paya Sardinas, his family,
and friends endured years of harassment and
intimidation for the peaceful political activism
of Oswaldo Paya Sardinas;

Whereas Oswaldo Paya Sardinias has been
formally recognized in the past for his dedica-
tion to the promotion of human rights and de-
mocracy, including by receiving the Homo
Homini Award in 1999, the Sakharov Prize for
Freedom of Thought in 2002, the W. Averell
Harriman Democracy Award from the United
States National Democratic Institute for Inter-
national Affairs in 2003, and being nominated
for the Nobel Peace Prize by Valclav Havel, the
former President of the Czech Republic, in 2005;

Whereas, on July 22, 2012, Oswaldo Paya
Sardinas and Harold Cepero, a fellow pro-de-
mocracy activist, died in a troubling car crash
in Granma Province, Cuba, after being followed
by government agents;

Whereas the Government of Cuba has failed to
conduct a credible investigation into the car
crash that led to the death of Oswaldo Payd
Sardinas;

Whereas the trial and conviction of Angel
Carromero, a youth leader of the People’s Party
who was visiting Cuba and driving the car at
the time of the crash, did not include testimony
from key witnesses, and did not resolve ques-
tions about whether another car was involved or
whether Mr. Carromero was coerced by the Gov-
ernment of Cuba into signing a false statement
of guilt;

Whereas, in 2012, the United States Senate
unanimously passed Senate Resolution 525,
112th Congress, agreed to July 31, 2012, hon-
oring the life and legacy of Oswaldo Paya
Sardinas;

Whereas, in 2013, a number of United States
Senators and the United States Department of
State called for an impartial, third-party inves-
tigation by the Inter-American Commission on
Human Rights of the Organization of American
States into the circumstances surrounding the
death of Oswaldo Paya Sardinas;

Whereas, in 2013, Angel Carromero spoke in
detail during an interview with the Washington
Post about being hit by another car during the
crash, being mistreated and coerced by Cuban
authorities following the crash, and being made
the ‘“‘scapegoat’ by the Government of Cuba for
the death of Oswaldo Paya Sardifias;

Whereas the dissidents of the “‘Black Spring”’
have been released from prison, but the Govern-
ment of Cuba continues to suppress, assault,
and detain those peacefully expressing political
beliefs contrary to or critical of the regime; and

Whereas the 2016 Human Rights Report on
Cuba by the United States Department of State
cited ongoing human rights abuses by the Gov-
ernment of Cuba, namely ‘‘the abridgement of
the ability of citizens to choose their govern-
ment; the use of government threats, physical
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