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hands-on experience he would need as a
legislator to take an active role in
some of the most important education
reforms of modern times.

After working as both a teacher and
an administrator, Senator Akaka
served as the chief program planner in
the department of health, education,
and welfare, and eventually served as
the director of the Hawaii Office of
Economic Opportunity. The sterling
reputation Senator Akaka gained in
State government helped launch his
legislative career, and in 1976, the peo-
ple of Hawaii elected him to the U.S.
House of Representatives. He had a dis-
tinguished record as a Congressman be-
fore Hawaii elected him to the Senate
in 1990.

In this chamber, Senator Akaka
worked hard on behalf of our Native
populations as the chairman of the In-
dian Affairs Committee. He also fought
valiantly for our troops as the Chair-
man of the Veterans’ Affairs Com-
mittee, ensuring that our men and
women in uniform were well taken care
of upon returning home.

Having served alongside Senator
Akaka for more than two decades, I re-
member best the spirit of civility he
embodied as a legislator. He was caring
and kind, loving and loyal, genuine and
generous to all. He represented the best
of this body in his willingness to lay
aside partisan differences for the good
of the Nation. Although we were mem-
bers of different parties, he was the
kind of Senator you could work with,
never letting the perfect be the enemy
of the good.

I consider myself lucky to have
known Senator Akaka and even luckier
to have called him a friend. Today my
prayers are with Senator Akaka’s fam-
ily and the people of Hawaii, whom he
loved and served so selflessly for so
many years.

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section
36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms
sales as defined by that statute. Upon
such notification, the Congress has 30
calendar days during which the sale
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to
the chairman of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee.

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I
ask unanimous consent to have printed
in the RECORD the notifications which
have been received. If the cover letter
references a classified annex, then such
annex is available to all Senators in
the office of the Foreign Relations
Committee, room SD-423.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:
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DEFENSE SECURITY
COOPERATION AGENCY,
Arlington, VA.
Hon. BOB CORKER,
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations,
Senate, Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended,
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No.
17-24, concerning the Army’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of Qatar for defense articles and serv-
ices estimated to cost $300 million. After this
letter is delivered to your office, we plan to
issue a news release to notify the public of
this proposed sale.

Sincerely,
GREGORY M. KAUSNER

(For Charles W. Hooper,

Lieutenant General, USA,

Director).

Enclosure.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-24

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act, as amended

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of
Qatar.

(ii) Total Estimated Value:

Major Defense Equipment * $250 million.

Other $50 million.

Total $300 million.

(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-
tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase:

MDE:

Five thousand (5,000) Advanced Precision
Kill Weapon Systems (APKWS) II Guidance
Sections.

Non-MDE: Also included are five thousand
(5,000) MK66-4 2.75 inch Rocket Motors, five
thousand (5,000) High Explosive Warheads for
Airborne 2.75 inch Rockets, inert MK66-4 2.75
inch Rocket Motors, Inert High Explosive
Warhead for Airborne 2.75 inch Rockets, sup-
port equipment, spares, training, publica-
tions, engineering technical assistance, pro-
gram management technical assistance, lo-
gistics support services, and other related
elements of program support.

(iv) Military Department: U.S. Army (QA-
B-WYX).

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: QA-B-WYX,
19 Aug 14).

(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-
fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None.

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained
in the Defense Article or Defense Services
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex.

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
April 9, 2018.

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms
Export Control Act.

POLICY JUSTIFICATION

Qatar—Five thousand (5,000) Advanced Preci-
sion Kill Weapon Systems (APKWS) and
Related Equipment and Support

The Government of Qatar has requested a
possible sale of five thousand (5,000) Ad-
vanced Precision Kill Weapon Systems
(APKWS) II Guidance Sections. Also in-
cluded are five thousand (5,000) MK66-4 2.75
inch rocket motors, five thousand (5,000)
high explosive warheads for airborne 2.75
inch rockets, inert MK66-4 2.75 inch rocket
motors, inert high explosive warhead for air-
borne 2.75 inch rockets, support equipment,
spares, training, publications, engineering
technical assistance, program management
technical assistance, logistics support serv-
ices, and other related elements of program
support. The estimated total program value
is $300 million.

This proposed sale supports the foreign
policy and national security objectives of
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the United States. Qatar is an important
force for political stability and economic
progress in the Persian Gulf region. Our mu-
tual defense interests anchor our relation-
ship and the Qatar Emiri Air Force (QEAF)
plays a predominant role in Qatar’s defense.

Qatar intends to use these defense articles
and services to modernize its armed forces.
This will contribute to Qatar’s military goal
by providing additional capability to its new
AH-64E aircraft fleet. The APKWS will pro-
vide Qatar with a low-cost precision strike
capability, decreasing collateral damage and
expanding its options for counterterrorism
operations. Qatar will have no difficulty ab-
sorbing this equipment into its armed forces.

The proposed sale of this equipment and
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region.

The principal contractor involved in this
program is BAE, Nashua, New Hampshire.
There are no known offset agreements pro-
posed in connection with this potential sale.

Implementation of this proposed sale will
require two U.S. Government or contractor
representatives to travel to the State of
Qatar for a period of one week to train in as-
sembly and Wing Slot Seal replacement.

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed
sale.

TRANSMITTAL NO. 17-24

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the
Arms Export Control Act

Annex Item No. vii

(vii) Sensitivity of Technology:

1. The APKWS II All-Up-Round is an air-
to-ground weapon that consists of an
APKWS II Guidance Section (GS), legacy 2.75
inch MK66 Mod 4 rocket motor and legacy
MK152 and MK435/436 warhead/fuse. The
APKWS II GS is installed between the rocket
motor and warhead and provides a Semi-Ac-
tive Laser (SAL) precision capability to leg-
acy unguided 2.75-inch rockets. The APKWS
IT is procured as an independent component
to be mated to the appropriate 2.75-inch war-
head/fuse; however, for this case the APKWS
II will be delivered as an All-up-Round
(AUR).

2. The GS is manually set with the appro-
priate laser code during loading and is
launched from any platform configured with
a LAU-68F/A, or similar launcher(s). After
launch, the GS activates and the seeker de-
tects laser energy reflected from a target
designated with a remote or autonomous
laser. The control system then guides the
rocket to the target.

3. The only interface required with the
host platform is a 28V Direct Current (DC)
firing pulse.

4. APKWS II increases stowed Kills by pro-
viding precise engagements at standoff
ranges with sufficient accuracy for a high
single-shot probability of hit against soft
and lightly armored targets, thereby mini-
mizing collateral damage. The APKWS II is
capable of day and night operations and per-
formance is many adverse environments.

5. All training for APKWS II is UNCLASSI-
FIED. The training required is: pilot train-
ing to effectively employ the APKWS II, ord-
nance handler for safe handling and prepara-
tion of the APKWS II and AUR, and mainte-
nance training for replacement of the Wing
Slot Seal (WSS).

6. All defense articles and services listed in
this transmittal are authorized for release
and export to the State of Qatar.

————
VOTE EXPLANATION

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for the votes on the
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confirmation of Executive Calendar
No. 539 and the motion to invoke clo-
ture on Executive Calendar No. 728.

On vote No. 65, had I been present, I
would have voted yea on the confirma-
tion of Executive Calendar No. 539.

On vote No. 66, had I been present, I
would have voted nay on the motion to
invoke cloture on Executive Calendar
No. 728.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO SCIPIO WHITE

e Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I wish to
recognize Scipio White for his service
to our Nation, the Commonwealth, and
to the Monessen community in Penn-
sylvania.

In 1941, Scipio entered the Army to
defend our Nation during WWII. He was
recognized early on for his leadership
skills and his ability to interact with
individuals of all backgrounds. Upon
completing officer training school,
Scipio was commissioned lieutenant.
He became one of the first African
Americans to serve as a field officer
during WWII.

After the war concluded, Scipio con-
tinued his military career as an Army
Reservist, eventually securing the rank
of major. He served as branch president
and vice president of his local Reserve
Officers Association and is also active
with the Military Officers Association
of America.

Returning to Pennsylvania, Scipio
continued his government service with
the Post Office for 41 years. During
that time, he completed a business de-
gree from Douglas Business School in
Monessen. Additionally, he was a board
member of the Mon Valley Community
Health Center during its inception and
served on the board of the Washington
County Postal Credit Union.

Today Scipio’s devotion to the com-
munity remains evident. He actively
works with the Monessen Clean Air Co-
alition to promote smoking cessation
and remains a long-term member of the
NAACP. For more than 50 years, he has
worked with the Mon Yough Lodge No.
79 and is a 32 Sublime Prince with the
St. Cyprian Consistory No. 4 in Pitts-
burgh, PA.

I commend Scipio White for his life
of service and leadership on behalf of
the Nation, the Commonwealth, and
the residents of Monessen, PA.e

——
TRIBUTE TO MAXINE T. BELL

e Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, my col-
league Senator JIM RISCH joins me
today in honoring Idaho State Rep-
resentative Maxine T. Bell, of Jerome,
ID, for her 30 years of serving in the
Idaho House of Representatives.
Maxine has been an instrumental
leader through economic challenges
and an excellent role model for those
interested in government service. She
was first elected to the Idaho House of
Representatives in 1988 and has rep-
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resented the people of Jerome, Cassia,
Minidoka, and rural Twin Falls Coun-
ties throughout her time in the Idaho
statehouse. She also operated a family
farm with her husband, Jack, and was
a librarian at the Jerome Junior High
School. In the State legislature, she
has served as vice chairman of the agri-
cultural affairs committee, as a mem-
ber of the resources-conservation com-
mittee, as chairman of the appropria-
tions committee, and as joint chairman
of the joint finance and appropriations
committee. Throughout her career, she
has been known as someone who brings
people together, works hard, and gets
things done.

It is no wonder that Maxine Bell has
received numerous awards for her dis-
tinguished service. These recognitions
include being honored multiple times
as the Farm Bureau’s Friend of Agri-
culture, Ag All Star by farm organiza-
tions, Legislator of the Year by the
Idaho Association of Soil Conservation
Districts, Co-operatives Friend, Advo-
cate of the Year from the Idaho Career
Development Association, and Legis-
lator of the Year by the Idaho Library
Association. She also received Idaho
State University’s President’s Medal-
lion, the Idaho Professional Technical
Education Distinguished Service
Award, and many other honors.

She is recognized as a strong, solu-
tion-driven leader who makes things
happen. Her congenial demeanor, quick
wit, and keen intellect are just a few of
the traits that have made her so be-
loved and effective over the years. Ida-
hoans have been fortunate to have Rep-
resentative Bell’s leadership in the leg-
islature. We thank Maxine Bell for her
outstanding service, congratulate her
on her exemplary career, and wish her
well as she concludes her service in the
State legislature.e

———

TRIBUTE TO HEATHER HICKOX

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
recognize Heather Hickox, the Baker
County Teacher of the Year from
Baker County Pre-K/Kindergarten Cen-
ter in Macclenny, FL.

Heather was named Teacher of the
Year after exhibiting great use of
strategies to meet all learning styles.
In her classroom, mathematical con-
cepts are taught well beyond what is
expected to be seen at her students’
grade level. She is also known for
showing excellent orientation to her
lessons through clearly posted objec-
tives and activation of background
knowledge.

According to Heather, every student
is important and deserves the chance
to achieve their goals. She believes it
is the job of teachers to support and
encourage students on their journey, to
help them find their passions, and to
give them the tools they need to be
successful.

Heather received her bachelor of arts
degree in elementary education in 2010
from the University of North Florida,
graduating summa cum laude and on
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the president’s list. She began her
teaching career at Baker County Pre-
K/Kindergarten Center and has been
there for 6 years.

I extend my best wishes to Heather
for all the hard work and dedication
she has for her students and look for-
ward to hearing of her continued suc-
cess in the years to come.®

———
TRIBUTE TO BRANDON JENKINS

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
would like to recognize Brandon Jen-
kins, the Brevard County Teacher of
the Year from Heritage High School in
Palm Bay, FL.

Brandon received this important rec-
ognition based on his teaching philos-
ophy and practice, leadership, profes-
sional development, and encourage-
ment of parental engagement in the
learning process. After Brandon was
named Teacher of the Year, he said it
felt like proof his hard work was not in
vain. It has always been a dream of his
to touch the lives of students, as his
life was touched many years ago.

Under Brandon’s leadership, Heritage
has seen its band membership grow
from 15 to 130 students. The band’s rat-
ings have improved from previously re-
ceiving poor ratings at competitions to
becoming a superior-rated concert band
for the past 3 years.

Brandon earned his bachelor of
science degree in music education from
Winston-Salem State University and
master of music degree in wind con-
ducting from Messiah College. He be-
came the band director at Heritage
High School and has been a Brevard
County Public School teacher for 5
years.

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Brandon for all his hard
work and dedication he has given to his
students. I wish him continued success
in the years to come.®

——

TRIBUTE TO ASA JERNIGAN

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize Asa Jernigan, the
Nassau County Teacher of the Year
from Fernandina Beach Middle School
in Fernandina Beach, FL.

Asa’s dedication to both his students
and profession led to him being named
Teacher of the Year. For 34 years, Asa
has taught at both the middle and high
school levels. His bands have earned
the accolades with 26 consecutive years
of superior ratings, as well as having
numerous students selected for All-Dis-
trict and All-State Bands. Many of his
former students have become profes-
sional musicians who perform around
the world.

Asa shares his passion and expertise
of music to colleagues across the dis-
trict and State. Asa works on various
different efforts, such as supervising
new band directors, articulating with
the Fernandina Beach High School
band program, and serving on the Flor-
ida Bandmasters Association small
schools and mentoring committees.
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