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The U.S. Senate and our country 

would be better off if there were more 
leaders like Danny. He fought for the 
vulnerable, promoted peace, and looked 
for common ground. Most of all, he em-
bodied the ‘‘aloha’’ spirit and showed 
us all what it means to have a pure 
heart and be a true public servant. 

Our thoughts are with the family of 
Senator Akaka today, with Millie, his 
children, his grandchildren, his great- 
grandchildren, and his staff. He will be 
remembered and greatly missed. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MORAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

REMEMBERING ZELL MILLER 
Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, on the 

23rd day of March, 2018, just a little 
over 2 weeks ago, Zell Bryan Miller of 
the State of Georgia—former Member 
of this body, former Governor of the 
State of Georgia, former State senator 
in the State of Georgia, former chair-
man of the Democratic Party in the 
State of Georgia—who contributed im-
mensely to his State, passed away at 
his beloved home in Young Harris, GA, 
in Towns County. 

I am here to pay tribute to Zell and 
his life and his contributions to our 
country, both for a purposeful reason, 
as far as a fellow Member, but also for 
a very personal reason for me, because 
he is an individual I met through poli-
tics, became one of my best friends 
through politics, and probably had 
more influence personally on my life 
than anybody else I know in public 
service. 

As I said, Zell died in Young Harris, 
GA, the home of Young Harris College. 
Zell Miller was, first of all, a teacher 
and a writer. He wrote over 10 books. 
He taught. He was educated at the Uni-
versity of Georgia. He taught at Young 
Harris College. He always taught 
throughout his career. Even as Gov-
ernor and Lieutenant Governor, he was 
an instructor and a teacher. He was 
professorial, but he was tough as nails. 
There was only one way to do it and 
that was the Zell way, he used to say, 
and he knew how to get it done. 

He was for four terms the Lieutenant 
Governor of Georgia. He then ran for 
Governor in 1990. I happened to be his 
opponent in 1990, and I will get to that 
in just a minute. He won that election. 
It was pretty close. It has gotten a lot 
closer since then. Pretty soon, when I 
have grandchildren, I am going to tell 
them all I won. So far, that is not the 
case. But he won, and he was elected 
twice to be Governor of Georgia. 

As Governor of Georgia, he embraced 
education as a major issue. As I said, 
he was a teacher and was all about 
teaching. He did something that no-

body had ever done and in numbers 
that were very impressive. He created 
what is known as the HOPE Scholar-
ship, funded by the Georgia Lottery. A 
lot of lotteries have been passed and a 
lot of liquor referendums have been 
passed by promising people that the 
money was going to go to education, 
but it never really did. In Georgia, the 
way it was done is that it came out of 
the debates that he and I had in our 
race for Governor. We finally passed a 
constitutional amendment to allow 
legal gambling in Georgia and then 
passed the HOPE Scholarship, which 
was where the money went. We tied up 
all the money made from the lottery 
separately for three things: college 
scholarships for eligible Georgia stu-
dents, 4-year-old voluntary prekinder-
garten for Georgia pre-Ks to the age of 
4, and technology and innovation and 
wiring and infrastructure in our public 
schools. 

The election was in 1990. He was 
elected in 1990 as the Governor of Geor-
gia. He served two terms, but by the 
end of the decade, the lottery had 
passed. Since its passage, 1.8 million 
Georgia children have gotten their col-
lege education—1.8 million—and 1.6 
million Georgia 4-year-olds have gone 
to prekindergarten voluntarily. Geor-
gia’s public schools are wired. They are 
on the internet. We deliver content 
through distance learning. It is at the 
leading edge of technology in public 
education of any State in the country. 

Now, politicians can take credit for a 
lot of things, but I don’t know of any-
body who can take credit for 1.8 mil-
lion college degrees, 1.4 million pre-
kindergarten programs, wiring schools 
for the information technology of the 
21st century, and doing it all based on 
a personal effort and commitment to 
see to it that the more we are edu-
cated, the better the State will be. 

I said that Zell was an author. He 
was an author and a marine. He served 
in the Marine Corps from 1953 to 1956. 
He wrote a number of books about the 
Marine Corps. He wrote a number of ar-
ticles about the Marine Corps. He 
wrote one book called ‘‘Corps Values.’’ 
The values he learned in the Marine 
Corps he used throughout his life in 
education, as Governor, as a father, 
and as a family man. 

Zell’s wife is Shirley Miller. Shirley 
is a wonderful lady, and I got to be 
with her a little bit 2 weeks ago during 
the services. Zell and Shirley are Geor-
gia’s forever first family, not just be-
cause they were Governor and first 
lady together and Lieutenant Governor 
and first lady together but also because 
Shirley was a partner with Zell. She 
wasn’t just his wife. Shirley worked 
tirelessly for Zell and for the State of 
Georgia, and to this day, she works 
tirelessly for our State. During Zell’s 
more difficult years—over the last few 
years having the difficulties he had 
healthwise—Shirley was there to be 
with Zell every single day. 

Zell Miller came to the Congress of 
the United States in a very unique 

way. Paul Coverdell, who had the seat 
that I hold today, died. Paul was a Re-
publican. He was in his second term as 
a Republican. Roy Barnes was the Gov-
ernor of Georgia, a Democrat, and 
when Paul Coverdell died, Roy Barnes 
called Zell up, who was then the imme-
diate past Governor, and said: Zell, I 
need you to go to Washington and 
serve for me because the body is get-
ting pretty close politically up there. 
We need to make sure a Democrat is in 
that place to replace Paul. 

I wasn’t involved in the conversation 
because I was hoping they were going 
to call me up, which I will get to in a 
minute. They didn’t, but they did later. 
But they hadn’t done it at that time. 
Roy said to Paul: You just have to do 
it for me, Governor Miller. You have to 
make sure that Georgia stays Demo-
cratic. 

Zell went on public television and 
said: I want to accept this appointment 
to the U.S. Senate to fill this seat, but 
I am going to vote like Paul Coverdell. 

He knew how important Paul’s serv-
ice had been in the State. He knew the 
conservative movement had taken the 
State and was moving in that direc-
tion. Zell was a man of conscience and 
principle who recognized the impor-
tance of the U.S. Senate seat, but, 
more importantly, he recognized the 
wishes of the voters. He told Roy 
Barnes, he told me, and he told every-
body in the State: I am going to take 
it, but I will vote like Paul Coverdell. 

When that 4 years was up of finishing 
that term of Paul Coverdell, Zell Miller 
decided not to run again. I was in the 
U.S. House at that time, and he ran a 
press conference here in Washington to 
say: I will not seek reelection. That 
was in 2003. 

I got on the phone, called my wife, 
and said: I am going to go see Zell. If 
he is not going to run, I am going to 
run for that seat. That would be a good 
way to end my career and make a con-
tribution to my State. 

I called Zell, and I said: Governor, 
can I come to see you this weekend in 
Young Harris. 

He said: Yes, come on. 
So I got in my pickup truck, which is 

a good way to drive in North Georgia, 
where a pickup truck is a standard op-
erating vehicle. It was kind of a snow-
flake morning in North Georgia and 
the North Georgia mountains in Young 
Harris. I sat down with Zell at the fire-
place, with Woodrow and Gus, the two 
dogs, talking about politics. Finally, I 
got around to the subject of saying: 
Well, Zell, the reason I am here is that 
you announced that you are not going 
to run for reelection. I want to know if 
you have any issue with my running to 
replace you. 

He said: Put your shoes on, son. You 
can win that seat. Let me know what I 
can do to help you. 

I have never forgotten the encourage-
ment, never forgotten what he said, 
and never forgotten the challenge I felt 
I had to thank the guy who had beaten 
me for Governor in 1990—to make a 
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statement like that when I was going 
to seek to replace him in the U.S. Sen-
ate 24 years later. It made a lot of dif-
ference to me in my life. 

Zell was a unique individual, and 
there has never been one like him. He 
was a Democrat the day he was born, 
and he was a Democrat the day he died. 

A lot of people remember he wrote a 
book, ‘‘A National Party No More,’’ 
which made a lot of Democrats mad. 
He spoke at the Democratic National 
Convention and made a lot of Repub-
licans mad, and then he spoke at the 
Republican National Convention—the 
only elected person in history to de-
liver the keynote address at both na-
tional conventions, Republican and 
Democratic—not in the same year but 
in the same decade. 

Zell said what he thought, he 
thought what he said was right, and he 
delivered on everything he ever said, 
and if he ever was wrong, he apolo-
gized. In his latter years, he appointed 
many of his former opponents to offices 
of importance in our State. 

For me, this is the first time I can 
publicly say thank you to Zell Miller. I 
know he is looking down, and I hope he 
is listening to what I am about to say. 

When he beat me in 1990 and when I 
ran to replace Sam Nunn when Sam 
stepped down in 1996 and lost that seat 
as well, I thought I was through with 
public service. I had made my best ef-
fort and done as well as I could serving 
in the legislature but couldn’t make it 
to that higher place. 

After I had run for Sam Nunn’s seat, 
about 2 months after the race was over, 
Zell called me up, in August 1996, and 
said: Johnny, I have a problem. I have 
a Republican State school super-
intendent and a Democratic legisla-
ture, and they are fighting like hell, 
and I can’t solve the problem. But if I 
name you as school board chairman, 
then you can come over here and bal-
ance this out, get the politics out of it, 
and help to solve the problem. 

Governor, I appreciate that, but I 
know what happens on a school board: 
You have 11 members on the board. I 
am chairman, and there are 10 other 
people who vote. You can’t change 10 
people’s minds unless you know who 
those 10 people are. 

He said: You tell me who else to ap-
point. I will fire the others and appoint 
the new people. Come over to the man-
sion. 

So I went over to the mansion, and 
we sat there with his operator at the 
telephone desk and for 2 hours called 
people I knew I could trust and be-
lieved in to help me with public edu-
cation. I asked them to serve with me 
on the State board of education, take 
it over, clean up the mess which had 
taken place and which Zell acknowl-
edged thoroughly. 

I accepted, he made the appointment, 
and over 2 years, we had a remarkable 
time period. In large measure because I 
thought my political career was over, I 
didn’t think about what I was doing as 
much politically as I thought prac-

tically for kids. Zell wanted very much 
to see public education as the apex of 
his career, and so he wanted to make 
sure in that second term, it was. I ac-
cepted. He worked hard. We joined to-
gether, and we—to this day—had a 
great period of time for public edu-
cation in our State in terms of im-
provement, cashing in on the HOPE 
scholarship, and doing all the things 
that we did later on. 

I could go on and on, but I will just 
say this: I have worked with a lot of 
people, and I have known a lot of peo-
ple. I have never known a better one 
than Zell Miller. I have never known 
anyone more true to their word, more 
solid to be counted on, who accepted 
their oath of office and every responsi-
bility that went with it, who would say 
they were sorry when they needed to 
say they were sorry and would fight 
like hell when they needed to fight like 
hell and would never take no for an an-
swer if they wanted you to do the right 
thing for the State of Georgia. 

For me on this night in Washington, 
DC, having gone to the funeral of my 
dear friend Zell Miller, having shared 
with his family and many others who 
loved him as I have over the years dur-
ing those 2 days in Atlanta, let me 
close by saying that one of Georgia’s 
greatest citizens and probably our 
greatest Governor, Georgia’s first fam-
ily in perpetuity, Zell and Shirley Mil-
ler, will be missed greatly by our State 
and will be missed greatly by me. I 
thank God I had the opportunity to 
know Zell Bryan Miller and learn from 
him in the best way you can, and that 
is by working for him. 

God bless you, Zell. Thank you for 
what you did on behalf of the people of 
Georgia. God bless you and the United 
States of America. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

CLOTURE MOTION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant 

to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the 
Senate the pending cloture motion, 
which the clerk will state. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in ac-
cordance with the provisions of rule 
XXII of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, do hereby move to bring to a close 
debate on the nomination of Claria 
Horn Boom, of Kentucky, to be United 
States District Judge for the Eastern 
and Western Districts of Kentucky. 

Mitch McConnell, Jerry Moran, John 
Cornyn, John Hoeven, John Kennedy, 
Johnny Isakson, Chuck Grassley, Cory 
Gardner, James E. Risch, Thom Tillis, 
Pat Roberts, David Perdue, Mike 
Rounds, John Thune, Roy Blunt, Rich-
ard Burr, Tom Cotton. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
ERNST). By unanimous consent, the 
mandatory quorum call has been 
waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the nomination 
of Claria Horn Boom, of Kentucky, to 
be United States District Judge for the 
Eastern and Western Districts of Ken-
tucky, shall be brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senator 

is necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN). 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH) 
is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 96, 
nays 2, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 64 Ex.] 
YEAS—96 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 

Gardner 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hoeven 
Hyde-Smith 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 

Murray 
Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—2 

Hirono Sanders 

NOT VOTING—2 

Duckworth McCain 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 96, the nays are 2. 

The motion is agreed to. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 
Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that at a time 
to be determined by the majority lead-
er, in consultation with the Demo-
cratic leader, the Senate proceed to ex-
ecutive session for the consideration of 
the following nomination: Executive 
Calendar No. 376. I ask consent that 
there then be 10 hours of debate, equal-
ly divided in the usual form; that fol-
lowing the use or yielding back of 
time, the Senate vote on the nomina-
tion with no intervening action or de-
bate; that if confirmed, the motion to 
reconsider be considered made and laid 
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