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His word is his bond. The Senate is a 
better place because of his service, and 
we will miss him. Rather than feel sor-
row over his imminent departure, I feel 
gratitude that we are so fortunate he 
chose a life of public service and I have 
had the privilege of serving with him 
here in the Senate for the past 12 
years. 

I wish all the best for our dear friend 
from Mississippi, his wife, Kay, and the 
rest of his family and thank them for 
their willingness to share him with us. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I wanted 
to pay tribute to my colleague THAD 
COCHRAN as he retires from the Senate 
after almost 40 years of service. 

Former Senator Margaret Chase 
Smith once said, ‘‘Public service must 
be more than doing a job efficiently 
and honestly. It must be complete dedi-
cation to the people and the nation.’’ 
Senator THAD COCHRAN brought that 
dedication to the Senate every day. 
During his tenure, Senator COCHRAN 
has served as chairman of the Senate 
Agriculture Committee and the Senate 
Appropriations Committee, using those 
positions to help the people of Mis-
sissippi. The Senator’s commitment to 
help alleviate the poverty in the Mis-
sissippi delta is well documented. 

As Senator COCHRAN ends this chap-
ter of his life, I wish him well and 
thank him for the decency and cour-
tesy that he consistently brought to 
the Senate. We are better for it. 

f 

REMEMBERING LOUISE 
SLAUGHTER 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I am 
deeply saddened by the recent death of 
my friend and colleague, Representa-
tive LOUISE SLAUGHTER. We served to-
gether in the House of Representatives 
and on the Helsinki Commission, which 
monitors human rights commitments 
across the globe. Her time on the Com-
mission is one of the many examples of 
her unwavering commitment to justice 
and human dignity. 

Louise first became interested in the 
Helsinki Commission’s work in the 
early 1990s when she joined congres-
sional efforts to address the mass rape 
of women and girls as a deliberate and 
systematic part of the ethnic cleansing 
campaign in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
In her calls for justice, she worked to 
ensure that rape wouldn’t be consid-
ered as unfortunate violence incidental 
to conflict, but as a war crime and 
crime against humanity to be pros-
ecuted as such. Her commitment to 
peace, justice, and reconciliation in 
Bosnia and the Balkans extended well 
beyond the period of conflict. In 2009, 
she joined a Helsinki Commission dele-
gation I led to Sarajevo, where she 
championed the efforts of university 
students who saw the politics of eth-
nicity and nationalism—and the cor-
ruption it perpetuates—as denying 
them opportunities for a brighter fu-
ture in a more prosperous Bosnia. She 
also worked to ensure those guilty of 
war crimes in the former Yugoslavia 

were prosecuted and to provide human-
itarian relief to victims of the conflict. 

As part of her efforts to promote 
human rights around the world, we 
traveled together on a commission del-
egation to Greece in 1998 to advance 
the rights of Roma, Europe’s largest 
ethnic minority population that his-
torically faced persecution, were the 
victims of genocide during the Second 
World War, and continue to face dis-
proportionate levels of racism and dis-
crimination to this day. 

Few other Members of Congress, 
House or Senate, matched her ongoing 
and effective engagement. During her 
time on the Helsinki Commission, Lou-
ise represented the United States at 
numerous meetings of the Organization 
for Security and Co-operation In Eu-
rope, OSCE, Parliamentary Assembly, 
an interparliamentary body which has 
encouraged diplomats to focus on 
issues of concern and importance to 
the United States, especially human 
rights and fundamental freedoms. 
From 1993 to 2010, she participated in 
more than a dozen assembly meetings 
as a member of U.S. delegations, help-
ing to show the depth of our country’s 
commitment to transatlantic rela-
tions. 

LOUISE was born in Kentucky. Her fa-
ther was a blacksmith for a coal mine. 
She had a sister who died of pneumonia 
as a child, which impelled Louise to 
pursue degrees in microbiology and 
public health at the University of Ken-
tucky. She moved to New York to work 
for Procter & Gamble and was elected 
to the New York State Assembly in 
1982 and then to the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives in 1986. We were House 
freshmen together. She coauthored the 
Violence Against Women Act—VAWA— 
secured funding for breast cancer re-
search, and was responsible for estab-
lishing an office of research on wom-
en’s health at the National Institutes 
of Health, NIH. In 2007, she became the 
first woman in U.S. history to chair 
the House Committee on Rules. 

LOUISE was legendary in the Roch-
ester area as her constituents know 
well. Her background as a microbiolo-
gist shaped her priorities in securing 
infrastructure upgrades, research fund-
ing for local universities, and bringing 
two manufacturing institutes to the 
area. She most recently secured fund-
ing for Rochester’s new Amtrak sta-
tion, which is rightfully being renamed 
in her memory. 

LOUISE was universally respected, 
and it has been an honor to call her a 
friend and colleague, as well as to have 
served on the Helsinki Commission 
with her for two decades. My thoughts 
and prayers go out to her children and 
the rest of her family, friends, and con-
stituents during this difficult time. 
She had an extraordinary life and her 
myriad accomplishments on behalf of 
her constituents, other New Yorkers, 
all Americans, and indeed all of hu-
manity secure her legacy and are a 
wonderful testament of her commit-
ment to public service. 

NATIONAL STOP THE BLEED DAY 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President, I 

would like to take the time to recog-
nize March 31, 2018, as National Stop 
the Bleed Day. Stop the Bleed is a pro-
gram offered by the American College 
of Surgeons to help educate the general 
public on techniques to assist victims 
suffering from uncontrolled bleeding 
using direct pressure, gauze and ban-
dages, and tourniquets. As someone 
who has personally been trained to 
‘‘Stop the Bleed,’’ I can attest to its 
importance and value. 

Each year, more than 180,000 people 
die from traumatic injuries sustained 
as a result of events including vehicle 
crashes, falls, industrial and farm acci-
dents, shootings, and natural disasters. 
The most common preventable cause of 
these deaths is losing too much blood 
in the minutes before trained respond-
ers arrive. Just like CPR training, a ci-
vilian familiar with basic bleeding con-
trol techniques is better equipped to 
save a life. The effort to make this 
training available to the public is driv-
en by the goal to reduce or eliminate 
preventable death from bleeding. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing National Stop the Bleed 
Day so that we may raise awareness 
and work to end the loss of life from 
uncontrolled bleeding by getting 
trained to ‘‘Stop the Bleed.’’ 

f 

WEEK ON THE STATUS OF BLACK 
WOMEN 

Ms. HARRIS. Mr. President, on be-
half of myself and Senator Gillibrand, 
we rise to request that, for the 4th year 
in a row, the U.S. Government offi-
cially recognize the last week in March 
as the Week on the Status of Black 
Women. During the week of March 26, 
2018, as part of Women’s History Month 
and in honor of the UN International 
Decade for People of African Descent, 
several leading social justice organiza-
tions will be holding events across the 
country to honor Black women’s mo-
mentous contributions to our country 
and to shed light on the struggles 
Black women continue to face in Amer-
ican society. 

Black women have long gone above 
and beyond the call of duty in their 
contributions to American civic soci-
ety, particularly when it comes to 
voter turnout and political participa-
tion. They have routinely stepped up as 
leaders and bulwarks in their commu-
nities, sacrificing their own health and 
time for the betterment of others. Even 
in the face of grave oppression dating 
back to our Nation’s origins, Black 
women have continued to stand strong 
and contribute to the well-being of 
families, communities, the economy, 
and our country as a whole. A recogni-
tion of the Week on the Status of 
Black Women would send a critical 
message that the government wishes to 
elevate Black women’s role in history 
and contemporary society and recog-
nizes the unique struggles they con-
tinue to experience today. 
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Black women have played a critical 

role in this Nation’s history and evo-
lution, often with little thanks or rec-
ognition. Harriet Tubman escaped slav-
ery and bravely returned to the 
enslaved South over a dozen times to 
herald her people to freedom on the 
Underground Railroad. She served in 
the Union army as a spy, a medic, and 
the first woman ever to lead an armed 
expedition; yet despite this immense 
service to our country, we are still de-
bating her recognition on our currency. 
A century later, Rosa Parks resisted 
the continued oppression and 
marginalization of her people. Before 
she was the face and organizational 
leader of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, 
she led campaigns against the sexual 
harassment and assault of Black 
women. The Week on the Status of 
Black Women offers us a chance to 
honor and uplift the sacrifices of Black 
women such as Harriet Tubman and 
Rosa Parks, who gave us so much and 
received so little in return. 

It gives us an opportunity to add new 
names to celebrate to this list, for con-
tributions that build the future as 
much as they ground the past. This 
week of recognition honors so many of 
whom we are proud, an infinite list at 
which we can only hint. It includes 
those hidden figures who did the math 
to get us to the stars—Katherine John-
son, Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, 
and Dr. Christine Darden—and the 
interstellar figures who have actually 
been there, like Dr. Mae Jemmison, the 
first African-American woman astro-
naut to travel in space; those con-
sciousness raisers who provoked 
thought and progress in a country that 
needed to catch up with them, like 
Pauli Murray, who graduated first in 
her class from Howard Law and offered 
up the visionary arguments that won 
Brown v. Board of Education, and 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, who has 
issued an international invitation to 
embrace feminism; those courageous 
testifiers who spoke out with such fore-
sight, from Anita Hill’s willingness to 
speak her own truth to power, to 
Tarana Burke, whose compassionate 
decision to say ‘‘Me Too’’ inspired and 
named a movement that is changing 
the world; those athletes and artists 
who inspire us with their unprece-
dented feats and the lyricism of their 
movement, from American Ballet The-
ater’s principal dancer Misty Copeland 
to America’s swiftest young icon on 
ice, Maame Biney; and those who hold 
and disseminate knowledge, expanding 
our horizons and our minds, like 
Monica Drake, who last year became 
the first African-American woman on 
the New York Times’ print masthead, 
and Carla Hayden, a visionary librarian 
who is the first woman and first Afri-
can American to lead the Library of 
Congress, the largest library in the 
world. 

We celebrate that this momentous 
week gives us an opportunity to both 
enrich the historical record, and to en-
liven our future possibilities. We know 

that raising the stories of Black 
women in every walk of life teaches lit-
tle girls to see themselves in all their 
full and powerful potential. 

As we anticipate the future, we must 
also stand to recognize that, while 
Black women have dedicated them-
selves to bettering our country, they 
continue to face countless barriers to 
full inclusion and equality in American 
society. Black women are dispropor-
tionately subject to compromising 
health conditions, such as poor-quality 
environments in impoverished neigh-
borhoods, food deserts, and a lack of 
access to basic healthcare—conditions 
that make them more susceptible to 
life-threatening diseases such as HIV 
and heart disease and which often 
make highly treatable illnesses, like 
breast cancer, lethal. Single Black 
women’s median wealth is just $100, 
while single White women have a me-
dian wealth of $41,000; and White house-
holds have a median wealth of 13 times 
more than Black households. Even 
more alarming, around half of single 
Black women have zero or negative 
wealth, meaning their debt equals or 
exceeds their assets. On average, Black 
women workers are paid only 67 cents 
on the dollar relative to White non-His-
panic men, even after controlling for 
education, years of experience, and lo-
cation. 

Further, while Black women, espe-
cially trans Black women, are excep-
tionally vulnerable to violence, both at 
the hands of the state and at the hands 
of intimate partners, often they are 
not listened to or believed when they 
speak out. On all these fronts, we can 
and must do better, and we will. 

In conjunction with the congres-
sional declaration, a coalition of orga-
nizations advocating for the well-being 
of women and communities of color 
will partner to elevate the stories, his-
tories, and realities of Black women’s 
lives through a series of events entitled 
‘‘Her Dream Deferred’’. These events 
will address a number of issues facing 
Black women today, including mater-
nal mortality, sexual assault and har-
assment, political participation, and 
police violence through artistic expres-
sion and academic fora. 

Exploring these issues and acknowl-
edging the centrality of Black women 
to our history and social fabric, along 
with recognizing the uniquely gendered 
and racialized inequities they face, is 
critical as we seek to extend equal 
rights to all Americans. We hope and 
request that this year will be a con-
tinuation of years past in celebration 
and recognition of Black women 
through the Week on the Status of 
Black Women. 

Thank you. 
f 

TRIBUTE TO MARY ANNE SCIUTO 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, today, I 
wish to recognize Mary Anne Sciuto for 
more than 38 years of service to the 
Federal Government. As Boston’s first 
full-time congressional liaison, Mary 

Anne will retire at the end of March 
from her post as district congressional 
lead at U.S. Citizenship and Immigra-
tion Services’ Boston district office. 

Mary Anne’s expertise, combined 
with her eagerness to assist the people 
of Massachusetts, has been an invalu-
able resource to me and my staff. 
Throughout her venerated career, she 
has assisted countless immigrants and 
refugees and has made the difference 
for individuals and families who dream 
of making the United States their 
home. Though navigating our Nation’s 
immigration system can be a long and 
complicated process, Mary Anne is 
widely known for her patience and 
compassion. She has continually pro-
vided my office with important advice 
and training to ensure that we best 
meet the needs of our constituents. 
While she will be sorely missed, her 
legacy of helping and mentoring so 
many during her long career will live 
on. 

My staff and I would like to extend 
our sincere gratitude to Mary Anne for 
her years of dedicated service and wish 
her well as she embarks on this next 
chapter in her life. 

Congratulations, Mary Anne, and 
thank you for the enormous contribu-
tions you have made to the commu-
nity, the Commonwealth of Massachu-
setts, and the United States of Amer-
ica. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO J. MICHAEL ‘‘MIKE’’ 
NUSSMAN 

∑ Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I want 
to take this opportunity to congratu-
late J. Michael ‘‘Mike’’ Nussman, who 
is retiring next week from the Amer-
ican Sportfishing Association, ASA, 
the trade association that represents 
the recreational fishing industry. Mr. 
Nussman joined the ASA’s government 
relations team in 1992 and became 
president and chief executive office of 
the association in 2001. I am proud to 
call him a fellow Marylander. 

Sportfishing provides outdoor recre-
ation for more than 47 million Ameri-
cans each year. In Maryland, we are 
blessed with some of the best fishing 
opportunities in the Nation. From fish-
ing for striped bass—‘‘rockfish’’—on 
the Chesapeake Bay, to fly fishing for 
trout on the Gunpowder, to fishing for 
smallmouth bass on the Potomac, we 
have great waters and angling through-
out our State. Whether casting for yel-
low perch and pickerel on the Eastern 
Shore or trolling for tuna and white 
marlin off Ocean City, fishing in Mary-
land provides opportunities for young 
people and families to get into the 
great outdoors and enjoy our public 
lands and waters. 

Like many other outdoor industries, 
sport fishing is sometimes overlooked 
as a significant job generator and eco-
nomic engine. The U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service estimates that, nationwide, 
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