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the White House. It is supported by law
enforcement organizations. It is sup-
ported by organizations that fight sex
trafficking. It is supported by faith-
based organizations. It is also sup-
ported by a number of major tech-
nology companies. I was proud to help
facilitate conversations with a number
of technology companies that resulted
in solid support for this bill among
members of the technology commu-
nity.

The process of getting this bill to the
Senate floor today has been character-
ized by a wonderful degree of biparti-
sanship. I am hoping that continues as
we debate this bill over the next couple
of days, and I encourage my colleagues
to reject any attempts to slow this bill
down with amendments. We have a re-
markable degree of consensus on the
Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers Act,
both within and without Congress, and
we should not disturb this momentum.
We need to get this bill over the finish
line. Every day that we wait for this
bill to be enacted into law is another
day in which websites in the dark cor-
ners of the internet can facilitate the
heinous practice of sexually exploiting
vulnerable human beings.

During the Commerce Committee
hearing that I chaired on this bill, we
heard testimony from Yvonne Am-
brose, whose daughter, Desiree Robin-
son, was sexually trafficked repeatedly
before being murdered. Desiree was
just 16, a bright and loving girl who
dreamed of becoming a doctor in the
Air Force. Instead, she was raped and
murdered by a man twice her age who
had sought her for sex after seeing her
advertised on an internet site.

Every day across this country, there
is another Desiree being trafficked.
Some of these children are not yet
teenagers. They should be going to bas-
ketball games and birthday parties. In-
stead, they are being taken to homes
and hotels and being violated by
strangers. Some, like Desiree, will die
there.

Fighting trafficking has to be a pri-
ority for all of us.

I am proud to have helped draft two
bills that became law earlier this year
to address human trafficking in com-
mercial vehicles. But while we have
passed some good legislation over the
past few years, there is a lot more
work that needs to be done. There are
many more Desirees out there in dan-
ger, and we have an obligation to do
everything we can to protected them.

The Stop Enabling Sex Traffickers
Act will strike an important blow
against this new wave of traffickers ex-
ploiting the internet to sell children,
and the bill it is now part of, a bill that
we are considering today—the Allow
States and Victims to Fight Online Sex
Trafficking Act—will further boost
SESTA’s impact by establishing new
criminal penalties for facilitating sex
trafficking.

I urge my colleagues to pass this bill
and to get it to the President as soon
as possible. There are a lot of children
out there who are waiting for our help.
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Mr. President, I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to executive session for the
en bloc consideration of the following
nominations: Executive Calendar Nos.
735, 736, 737, 738, and 739.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the nomina-
tions en bloc.

The bill clerk read the nominations
of William M. McSwain, of Pennsyl-
vania, to be United States Attorney for
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania
for the term of four years; Matthew D.
Harris, of Utah, to be United States
Marshal for the District of Utah for the
term of four years; Johnny Lee
Kuhlman, of Oklahoma, to be United
States Marshal for the Western Dis-
trict of Oklahoma for the term of four
years; Joseph D. McClain, of Indiana,
to be United States Marshal for the
Southern District of Indiana for the
term of four years; and David A. Wea-
ver, of Colorado, to be United States
Marshal for the District of Colorado for
the term of four years.

Thereupon, the Senate proceeded to
consider the nominations en bloc.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate vote on the nominations en bloc
with no intervening action or debate;
that if confirmed, the motions to re-
consider be considered made and laid
upon the table en bloc; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nominations be
printed in the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the McSwain, Har-
ris, Kuhlman, McClain, and Weaver
nominations en bloc?

The nominations were confirmed en
bloc.

——
LEGISLATIVE SESSION
MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session for a pe-
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riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

RUNAWAY AND HOMELESS YOUTH
AND TRAFFICKING PREVENTION
ACT

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, this
week I joined my colleague, the senior
Senator from Vermont, Mr. LEAHY, in
introducing the Runaway and Home-
less Youth and Trafficking Prevention
Act. This bill would update and reau-
thorize the Runaway and Homeless
Youth Act programs, which have pro-
vided lifesaving services and housing
for America’s homeless youth for more
than 40 years.

Homelessness is affecting youth in
unprecedented numbers. According to a
recent study by Voices of Youth Count,
an initiative of Chapin Hall at the Uni-
versity of Chicago, approximately 4.2
million young people experience home-
lessness in the United States each
year. Some of these youth may stay
away from home for only 1 or 2 nights,
and others have been living on the
streets for years. Approximately 73 per-
cent experienced a homelessness epi-
sode lasting more than 1 month. The
study also found that homelessness is
as prevalent in rural communities as it
is in urban communities.

The Runaway and Homeless Youth
and Trafficking Prevention Act would
reauthorize and strengthen the pro-
grams that help homeless youth meet
their immediate needs, and secure
long-term residential services for those
who, sadly, cannot be safely reunified
with family. Three programs—the
Basic Center Program, Transitional
Living Program, and Street Outreach
Program—help community-based orga-
nizations reach these young people
when they need the most support.
These programs help runaway and
homeless youth avoid the juvenile jus-
tice system, and early intervention
helps these young people escape vic-
timization.

As chairman of the Senate Housing
Appropriations Subcommittee, work-
ing to end the scourge of homeless-
ness—in both youth and adults—has
been one of my top priorities. Accord-
ing to the National Alliance to End
Homelessness, there has been a 27-per-
cent drop in chronic homelessness
since 2007. We must build on this suc-
cess so that homeless youth have op-
portunities to succeed just as other
youth. This bill is an important step in
that direction.

The RHYA programs have produced
powerful success stories. In 2015, the
Housing Appropriations subcommittee
held a hearing during which Brittany
Dixon, a former homeless youth from
Auburn, ME, testified about her per-
sonal experience as a homeless youth.
After becoming homeless at age 18, she
connected with New Beginnings, a serv-
ice provider in Lewiston, ME, where
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she received the help and support she
needed to develop critical life skills
and become self-sufficient. She went on
to earn a college degree and obtain a
full-time job as an education techni-
cian at an elementary school.

New Beginnings has used RHYA re-
sources to connect with youth who
need food, a safe place to sleep, health
services, and education support. More
than 135 young people were served at
its 24-hour youth shelter in 2016, where
they gained the support to return home
safely, find independent living options,
and deal with trauma, substance abuse,
and mental health challenges. The
Street Outreach Program, which would
be reauthorized by our legislation, al-
lows New Beginnings to operate an out-
reach drop-in center that reaches more
than 500 youth annually.

Staff at Preble Street, a youth shel-
ter in Portland, leveraged a grant from
the Transitional Living Program, also
reauthorized by our bill, to support
First Place, a program that helps
young people break out of homeless-
ness and plan for independent living.
They work with local landlords to se-
cure affordable apartments for youth
who cannot safely reunite with their
families and help them develop the life
skills they will need to achieve their
goals.

For more than 25 years, Shaw House,
in Bangor, has served Maine youth liv-
ing in five rural counties. The Basic
Center Program, BCP, reauthorized in
our bill, helps Shaw House offer food,
clothing, and other basic needs assist-
ance, with the goal of increasing fam-
ily reunification and reducing youth
homelessness across Maine. In fiscal
year 2014, 94 percent of the minors who
entered BCP exited these programs
safely and appropriately, and 69 per-
cent were reunited with their families.
One of the improvements in our bill
would allow BCP grantees to serve
youth for up to 30 days, instead of the
current 21 days.

Teens run away and become homeless
for many reasons. They are also at
high risk of victimization, abuse,
criminal activity, and death. The Na-
tional Center for Missing & Exploited
Children estimates that, in 2017, 1 in 7
of nearly 25,000 youth reported to them
as runaways were sex-trafficking vic-
tims. In Maine, recent reports show
that, of the more than 10,000 reported
human-trafficking cases last year, 26
percent involved minors. Several hun-
dreds of these victims identified as
runaway or homeless youth. This popu-
lation is at greater risk of suicide, un-
intended pregnancy, and substance
abuse. Many are unable to continue
with school and are more likely to
enter our juvenile justice system.

Our bill focuses on this tragic prob-
lem by supporting trauma-informed,
wraparound services for victims of traf-
ficking and sexual exploitation. Con-
gress has passed legislation in recent
years to combat these horrific crimes
and support survivors, and the policies
and tools included in the Runaway and

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE

Homeless Youth and Trafficking Pre-
vention Act are important pieces of the
Federal response to human trafficking.

Homeless young people need access
to safe beds at night and oftentimes
services during the day. A growing
number of homeless youth identify as
LGBT. According to the Voices of
Youth Count report, LGBT young peo-
ple are twice as likely to be homeless.
Our bill would ensure that those seek-
ing services through these Federal pro-
grams are not denied assistance based
on their race, color, religion, national
origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender
identity, or disability.

The Runaway and Homeless Youth
and Trafficking Prevention Act will
support those young people who run
away, are thrown out, or are discon-
nected from families. A caring and safe
place to sleep, eat, grow, and develop is
critical for all young people, and the
programs reauthorized through this
legislation help extend those basic
services to the most vulnerable youth
in our communities.

I thank Senator LEAHY for his leader-
ship on this bill and urge my col-
leagues to support it.

———

NATIONAL STOP THE BLEED DAY

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, I
would like to speak today about Na-
tional Stop the Bleed Day.

Our country will recognize National
Stop the Bleed Day on March 31, 2018.
Stop the Bleed is a program offered by
the American College of Surgeons to
help educate the general public on
techniques to assist victims suffering
from uncontrolled bleeding using di-
rect pressure, gauze and bandages, and
tourniquets.

Each year, more than 180,000 people
die from traumatic injuries sustained
as a result of events including vehicle
crashes, falls, industrial and farm acci-
dents, shootings, and natural disasters.
The most common preventable cause of
these deaths is losing too much blood
in the minutes before trained respond-
ers arrive. Just like CPR training, a ci-
vilian familiar with basic bleeding con-
trol techniques is better equipped to
save a life. The effort to make this
training available to the public is driv-
en by the goal to reduce or eliminate
preventable death from bleeding.

I urge my colleagues to join me and
rise in support of National Stop the
Bleed Day and help to end the loss of
life from uncontrolled bleeding by get-
ting trained to ‘‘Stop the Bleed.”

————

HONORING LIEUTENANT THOMAS
M. CONWAY

Mr. MURPHY. Mr. President, today I
wish to honor the life and legacy of a
World War II hero: Lt. Rev. Thomas M.
Conway, born April 5, 1908, in Water-
bury, CT. Father Conway, who was
born 110 years ago next month, was an
American hero who, after the sinking
of the USS Indianapolis, went from life-
boat to lifeboat in shark-infested
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waters to care for his fellow sailors in
a manner far above the call of duty.

The courage of the brave men who
served on the USS Indianapolis, who de-
livered critical parts to the first atom-
ic bomb used in combat, helped bring
about the end of World War II. After
their mission was complete, they were
intercepted on their way to join with
the rest of the Pacific fleet for the in-
vasion of mainland Japan. Two tor-
pedoes from a Japanese submarine
struck the Indianapolis on July 30, 1945,
sinking the battleship and imme-
diately killing 300 of the 1,196 sailors
aboard. The remaining 900 sailors were
left to fend for their lives in the shark-
infested Pacific, spending 3 days with
few lifeboats or supplies and no way to
notify the Navy of their peril.

Father Conway, as chaplain, dis-
regarded his own safety by swimming
back and forth among the men, admin-
istering aid, helping to gather those
who had drifted from the mass of sur-
vivors, and continuing to minister and
organize group prayers. His heroism
gave comfort to the dying and helped
save the lives of the 321 sailors who
were rescued from the sea. Father
Conway’s acts of bravery took a phys-
ical toll, and he succumbed to the ele-
ments shortly before rescuers arrived.
As one surviving sailor said of Father
Conway, ‘‘He was the most visible per-
son keeping the men together, giving
them hope and sacrificing himself to
keep his fellow sailors united, calm,
and alert.”

The legacy of Father Conway con-
tinues to inspire his family, fellow sail-
ors, and the people of Connecticut.
That is why next month, in recognition
of his birthday, we pause to reflect
upon and celebrate his courageous ac-
tions. His selflessness and bravery are
the epitome of an American hero.

——
TRIBUTE TO LIEUTENANT COLO-
NEL CHARCILLEA “CHARCY”
SCHAEFER

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, today
I wish to pay tribute to L'TC Charcillea
“Charcy’” Schaefer for her exemplary
dedication to duty and service as an
Army congressional fellow and con-
gressional budget liaison for the As-
sistant Secretary of the Army, Finan-
cial Management and Comptroller.
Lieutenant Colonel Schaefer is
transitioning from her present assign-
ment to serve as a battalion com-
mander for the 19th Military Police
Battalion of the 25th Infantry Division,
Schofield Barracks, HI.

Born in Ipswich, England, into an Air
Force family, Lieutenant Colonel
Schaefer was commissioned as a mili-
tary police officer after her graduation
from the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point with a bachelor of science
degree. She then went on to earn a
master’s degree in administration with
a focus in leadership from Central
Michigan University and another in
legislative affairs from the George
Washington University.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-10-09T23:30:39-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




