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provide credit without having to navi-
gate a maze of regulation that was de-
signed for far bigger organizations.
This commonsense bill has earned
the support of a wide bipartisan coali-
tion. I would urge all Members to join
us in moving it forward this afternoon.

———
TAX REFORM

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President,
now on one final matter, for more than
20 years, Hope House in Spokane, WA,
has offered vulnerable women refuge
from the streets and a safe place to
sleep. Unfortunately, the need is great.
Even after stacking bunk beds in every
available inch, the shelter reaches ca-
pacity every single night. Last year,
more than 2,000 women had to be
turned away.

But there is good news this morning.
Premera Blue Cross, a major health in-
surer in the Pacific Northwest, an-
nounced that it will make a $1 million
contribution to the organization that
operates Hope House. The gift will
jump-start the nonprofit’s plan to build
a brand-new shelter with 120 beds—tri-
ple the current capacity.

Across the State, in Everett, WA, an-
other organization called Cocoon House
serves at-risk and homeless youth.
They are also receiving a donation of
$1.6 million to finish funding a brand-
new youth center.

What has made all of this possible?
Well, that would be tax reform.
Premera’s president and CEO explained
that America’s new 21st century Tax
Code is allowing his company to devote
major new resources to help invest-
ment and philanthropy.

The women of Hope House and the
children of Cocoon House are not alone.
There are stories like this all over our
country. Just how many Americans’
lives will be changed for the better by
tax reform when all is said and done?

There are the big donations to count-
less nonprofits such as these serving
homeless women and children, higher
take-home pay for American families
to help them make ends meet, more in-
vestment and more job opportunities
over the long term now that our Tax
Code gives our job creators a fairer
fight with overseas competitors, and,
of course, special bonuses, raises, and
new benefits for 4 million American
workers and counting.

We can add Premera workers to that
list, by the way. They are getting
$15,000 bonuses as well. Every single
Democrat voted to block these good
things—every single one of these guys
over here. They did all they could to
stop tax reform from happening. Now
that the law they opposed is
unleashing so much good news, they
are in a tricky spot.

My colleagues across the aisle are
falling back on the same old rhetoric.
They are trying to divide Americans,
pitting different groups against one an-
other. Now they are even proposing to
claw back tax reform. Well, with a Re-
publican Congress, that is not going to
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happen. Democrats may want to repeal
tax reform; that is, repeal the bonuses,
the raises, the family tax cuts, and the
huge donations to life-changing organi-
zations. They may want to repeal all of
that, but Republicans set out to take
money out of Washington’s pocket and
put it back in the pockets of the Amer-
ican people, who know best how to use
it. We will make sure that is exactly
where it stays.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

————
GUN SAFETY

Mr. SCHUMER. Now, Madam Presi-
dent, after the deadly shooting at
Stoneman Douglas High School, the
American people are wondering if Con-
gress can do something meaningful to
curb the epidemic of gun violence—an
epidemic that has gone on far too long
and taken the lives of far too many.

For years, Democrats have proposed
commonsense gun safety policies to en-
sure that dangerous people can’t get
their hands on dangerous weapons. Re-
cently, Democrats have reiterated our
support for several specific measures,
including universal background
checks, protection orders, and a debate
on banning assault weapons.

Americans of all political stripes sup-
port a debate on these policies, and yet
the majority leader, who has given gun
safety no time on the floor of the Sen-
ate, has also given us no indication we
might consider the issue anytime soon.
He is sweeping it under the rug. The
NRA is powerful around here.

At the other end of Pennsylvania Av-
enue, President Trump failed to show
the conviction and steady leadership
required to make progress on this
issue. After indicating support for a
host of reasonable gun safety measures
a few weeks ago and in front of the TV
cameras he invited in, yesterday Presi-
dent Trump released a list of adminis-
tration policies which represent a 180-
degree reversal. What President Trump
said at the public meeting and what he
proposed yesterday are opposites.

After signaling, for instance, he
would be for raising the age of pur-
chase of assault weapons from 18 to
21—a modest measure—President
Trump backed off saying he would
leave it to the States and the courts to
decide. That is a copout, and we know
that. After indicating support for uni-
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versal background checks, President
Trump makes no mention of closing
the dangerous gun show loophole or
internet sales loophole. There is no
mention of anti-domestic violence leg-
islation, no mention of assault weapons
or support for significant changes to
protection orders. The President’s plan
consists only of small-bore, NRA-ap-
proved policies, including the absurd
proposal to send more guns into class-
rooms by arming teachers.

In the wake of so many American
tragedies, the Trump proposal on gun
safety is utterly insufficient as a re-
sponse. Even if you discarded the idea
of arming teachers and took the Fix
NICS proposal and the changes to men-
tal health in President Trump’s pro-
posal, that wouldn’t be close to enough
to address the issue of gun violence.
The Nation is clamoring for signifi-
cant, meaningful progress on gun safe-
ty, but President Trump’s proposal is
just a baby step, when America needs
to take a giant leap.

The administration’s proposal makes
it perfectly clear that President Trump
has an obeisance to the NRA. Even
when President Trump momentarily
departs the NRA script, he quickly gets
reeled back in. If President Trump, his
staff, and some of our Republican
friends are wondering why his ratings
are so low, it is because he does this all
the time. At the meeting, he publicly
challenged conservative Republican
Senator TOOMEY. He said: Oh, I guess
you are afraid of the NRA.

Well, Toomey is not afraid of the
NRA. He has taken them on. It is
President Trump who is afraid of the
NRA. He is afraid to do anything that
doesn’t meet their approval. We all
know what this Fix NICS bill is about.
It is tiny, but it is OK with the NRA, so
my good friend from Texas is happy to
come to the floor and talk about it.
When is he going to come to the floor
and say something we really need that
the NRA doesn’t support? We are all
waiting, not just for him but for our
Republican colleagues. We all know the
game going on here—make it seem like
you want to do something but don’t of-
fend the NRA, which is way to the ex-
treme when you look at where Ameri-
cans are at on this issue.

After watching the same sequence of
events take place on guns, on immigra-
tion, no one should be surprised when
President Trump initially talks about
bipartisanship but ends up caving to
hard-right special interests. No one
should be surprised that the Repub-
lican leadership in the Senate, when it
comes to guns, does the same exact
thing. In this case, the gun lobby is the
hard-right special interest.

President Trump’s behavior on the
most sensitive political issues is turn-
ing into a predictable Kabuki theater,
where he invites the cameras in, talks
the good talk but then refuses to walk
the walk. It shows great weakness in
this President, and if he doesn’t have
the guts to move forward, he shouldn’t
invite the cameras in and act like he
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does. Now, that may give him a tem-
porary little high, but it is not what
the American people want. It is not
leadership and, in my judgment at
least, that is why the President is down
so much in the polls no matter what he
does. That is why even a race in the
southwestern corner of Pennsylvania,
in a district he won by 20 points, is a
nail-biter.

I hope the President will change, I
hope he will become a leader, and I
hope he will stop just focusing on the
show but actually get things done. So
far, the American people, not just us,
are disappointed.

Now, Democrats in the Senate are
going to keep fighting to go much fur-
ther than the President’s proposal. We
are going to fight to pass universal
background checks, to actually get
Federal legislation on protection or-
ders, and to start debating banning as-
sault weapons. This is the conversation
the country needs to have. We will
keep pushing our Senate colleagues
and President Trump to do something
real, not just something they think
they can talk about that the NRA
rubberstamps approval of.

——————

RUSSIAN ELECTION
INTERFERENCE

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, on
a different subject—Russia. Despite
heaps of evidence Russia interfered in
our election, President Trump has
hardly lifted a finger to punish Russia
or safeguard future elections. This is a
dereliction of duty.

Over the last few weeks, the Senate
has heard testimony from the DNI—the
Director of National Intelligence—and
the head of the U.S. Cyber Command.
Neither had been directed by the ad-
ministration to counter Russia’s con-
tinued efforts to undermine our democ-
racy. A report in the New York Times
last week documented how President
Trump’s State Department ‘‘has yet to
spend any of the $120 million it has al-
located since late 2016 to counter for-
eign efforts to meddle in elections or
sow distrust in democracy.”’ Still, the
Trump administration has not fully
implemented the sanctions Congress
passed to punish Putin.

Meanwhile, Russia-linked bots con-
tinue to sow division and inflame polit-
ical tensions on social media. Multiple
officials from the intelligence commu-
nity have warned that Russia will try
to interfere in our elections again. We
have done nothing to harden our elec-
tion security in anticipation of the
midterms.

Our democracy is under attack, and
the President of the United States
seems unwilling to punch back or even
harden our defenses. It is as if an
enemy naval flotilla were headed to
our shores, and we didn’t put up any
defense. That is exactly what is hap-
pening. It is a new world. It is not a
flotilla of a navy or planes buzzing
along our coasts, but it is these cyber
attacks and social media attacks on
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our election system, but they are every
much as vital to America as our phys-
ical defense. Yet we hear nothing,
nothing, nothing out of the White
House.

You only have to look to our ally,
the United Kingdom, for an example of
how a nation should respond to the
threat from Russia. Just today, Prime
Minister Theresa May went to the
House of Commons to expose a likely
Russian attack against two people in
her country using a nerve agent. She
demanded a response from President
Putin and promised appropriate coun-
termeasures if he refuses or the answer
is insufficient.

Prime Minister May’s quick and deci-
sive action is exactly what is missing
from President Trump when it comes
to cyber security in our elections.

President Trump still has an oppor-
tunity. Over the weekend, President
Putin rather ridiculously blamed
Ukrainians, Jews, or other minorities
for the attack on our election in 2016—
another attempt, of course, at mis-
direction and distraction. In reality,
Special Counsel Mueller’s investigation
has charged 13 Russian nationals with
subverting the 2016 elections—not
Ukrainians, not Tatars, not Jews but 13
Russian nationals.

Today Leader PELOSI and I, alongside
Senator FEINSTEIN and Congressman
NADLER, sent President Trump a letter
urging him to use all available re-
sources to extradite the 13 Russian na-
tionals named in the special counsel’s
investigation to stand trial here in the
United States. Ensuring these Russian
nationals stand trial in the United
States would be a clear signal to those
who seek to meddle with our elections
that their actions are not without con-
sequences. This is imperative to deter
Russia and any other nation in the fu-
ture from attacking our democracy.
This is another test of President
Trump’s leadership and another test he
is failing miserably.

If President Trump really cared
about our country, he would expand
every resource in his possession to
bring justice to these foreign actors
who meddled with our country’s most
sacred democratic process—the one en-
shrined by the Founding Fathers, em-
braced and even worshiped by Ameri-
cans over the centuries with good rea-
son.

Now there is meddling in this sacred
process and President Trump does
nothing? Why are we not hearing any-
thing from those on the other side of
the aisle about that? You can be sure
that if it were another President—par-
ticularly a Democratic one—we would
hear howls, but this is not about Demo-
crats or Republicans. This is about our
democracy, and Americans inevitably
ask the question, Why is President
Trump so afraid to do anything about
Putin?

I yield the floor.
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RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

CONCLUSION OF MORNING
BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed.

ECONOMIC GROWTH, REGULATORY
RELIEF, AND CONSUMER PRO-
TECTION ACT

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
Senate will resume consideration of S.
2155, which the clerk will report.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A Dbill (S. 2155) to promote economic
growth, provide tailored regulatory relief,
and enhance consumer protections, and for
other purposes.

Pending:

McConnell (for Crapo) modified amend-
ment No. 2151, in the nature of a substitute.

Crapo amendment No. 2152 (to amendment
No. 2151), of a perfecting nature.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority whip.

Mr. CORNYN. Madam President, this
week, we will complete work on an im-
portant bipartisan bill. Thanks to the
leadership of the Senator from Idaho,
Mr. CrRAPO, who is chairman of the
Banking Committee, they passed it out
of the Banking Committee, and now it
is time for us to do our job and pass it
out of the Senate. Last week, we voted
to proceed, and we will vote to pass it
out of the Senate in the next few days.

Senator CRAPO explained why this
work is so important. Since the pas-
sage of the Dodd-Frank legislation in
2010—as we all recall, after the great
recession of 2008, when Wall Street
melted down together with our finan-
cial institutions, there were reform ef-
forts undertaken known as Dodd-
Frank—Senator Dodd and Congress-
man Frank—which imposed regulatory
requirements on banks large and small.
The problem is, the small community
banks—the ones that are dispropor-
tionately harmed by this overregula-
tion—weren’t the cause of the great re-
cession, the financial meltdown of 2010
and 2009, but they are the collateral
damage. What has happened is, there
has been a lot of consolidation. Many
small community banks and credit
unions have simply had to close or
been consolidated with other larger
banks and institutions. It has taken a
toll on our economy, and it has taken
a toll on our communities across the
country. What happens is, these com-
munity banks have less money to loan
because they have had to use the
money they would loan to hire more
people to help them comply with all
the unnecessary redtape because of the
Dodd-Frank overregulation. Some have
had to basically defer that sort of in-
vestment in their communities and
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