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By Ms. DUCKWORTH (for herself, Mr.
BOOKER, Mr. SCHATZ, and Mr.
PORTMAN):

S. 2520. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to require the Federal Com-
munications Commission to ensure just and
reasonable charges for inmate telephone and
advanced communications services; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

By Mr. BLUMENTHAL (for himself and
Mr. GRAHAM):

S. 2521. A Dbill to authorize the issuance of
extreme risk protection orders; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. BLUNT (for himself, Ms.
HIRONO, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, and Ms. COL-
LINS):

S. 25622. A bill to provide for automatic ac-
quisition of United States citizenship for cer-
tain internationally adopted individuals, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on the
Judiciary.

By Mrs. CAPITO (for herself and Mr.
HEINRICH):

S. 2523. A Dbill to amend title XVIII of the
Social Security Act to provide coverage
under the Medicare program for FDA-ap-
proved qualifying colorectal cancer screen-
ing blood-based tests, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Finance.

By Mr. DONNELLY (for himself, Ms.
MURKOWSKI, and Ms. HASSAN):

S. 2524. A Dbill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to authorize a loan repayment
program for substance use disorder treat-
ment employees, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions.

By Mr. LEE (for himself, Mr. RUBIO,
Mr. CRAPO, Mr. HATCH, Mr. INHOFE,
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. RISCH, Mr. WICKER,
Mr. ENzI, Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. ROUNDS,
Mr. BARRASSO, Mr. SASSE, Mr.
HOEVEN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. PAUL, Mr.
PERDUE, Mr. ScoTT, Mr. COTTON, Mr.
B00OZMAN, Mr. CRUZ, and Mr. MORAN):

S. 2525. A Dbill to ensure that the Federal
Government shall not take any discrimina-
tory action against a person, wholly or par-
tially on the basis that such person speaks,
or acts, in accordance with a sincerely held
religious belief or moral conviction that
marriage is or should be recognized as a
union of one man and one woman, or two in-
dividuals as recognized under Federal law, or
that sexual relations outside marriage are
improper; to the Committee on the Judici-
ary.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr.
WYDEN):

S. 2526. A bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to encourage retirement
savings, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Finance.

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself,
Ri1scH, and Mr. KENNEDY):

S. 2527. A bill to amend the Small Business
Investment Act of 1958 to increase the
amount of leverage made available to small
business investment companies; to the Com-
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself, Mr. COR-
NYN, Mr. LANKFORD, Ms. BALDWIN,
and Mr. MANCHIN):

S. 25628. A bill to call on the United States
and its partners to continue support for the
Iranian people in their fight for freedom and
prosperity; to the Committee on Foreign Re-
lations.

Mr.

By Ms. BALDWIN (for herself, Mrs.
GILLIBRAND, Ms. WARREN, and Mr.
SANDERS):

S. 2529. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to reduce the applicable
percentage under the premium assistance
tax credit for households with young adults;
to the Committee on Finance.
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By Mr. CASEY (for himself and Ms.
HASSAN):

S. 2530. A bill to address the needs of indi-
viduals with disabilities within the Jeanne
Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy
and Campus Crime Statistics Act; to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and Mr.
LEE):

S. 2531. A bill for the determination of the
taking of private property and damages
caused by the Department of Interior; to the
Committee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. YOUNG (for himself and Mrs.
SHAHEEN):

S.J. Res. 55. A joint resolution to require
certifications regarding actions by Saudi
Arabia in Yemen, and for other purposes; to
the Committee on Foreign Relations.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mrs. SHAHEEN (for herself, Ms.
COLLINS, Ms. BALDWIN, and Mr. MUR-
PHY):

S. Res. 426. A resolution supporting the
goals of International Women’s Day; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

By Ms. STABENOW:

S. Res. 427. A resolution supporting the
goals and ideals of Social Work Month dur-
ing March 2018 and World Social Work Day
on March 20, 2018; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

By Ms. CORTEZ MASTO (for herself,
Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr.
DURBIN, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. REED, Mr. NELSON, Ms.
CANTWELL, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. BROWN,
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mr.
UDALL, Mr. BENNET, Mr. COONS, Ms.
BALDWIN, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. HEINRICH,
Ms. WARREN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. BOOK-
ER, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Ms. DUCKWORTH,
Ms. HASSAN, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. SMITH,
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, and Mrs. GILLI-
BRAND):

S. Res. 428. A resolution recognizing the
heritage, culture, and contributions of
Latinas in the United States; to the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary.

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself, Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN, Mr. CRUZ, and Mr. RUBIO):

S. Res. 429. A resolution commemorating
the 59th anniversary of Tibet’s 1959 uprising
as ‘“‘Tibetan Rights Day’’ , and expressing
support for the human rights and religious
freedom of the Tibetan people and the Ti-

betan Buddhist faith community; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.
————
ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS
S. 177

At the request of Mr. LEE, the name
of the Senator from Arizona (Mr.
FLAKE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
177, a bill to provide for congressional
review of the imposition of duties and
other trade measures by the executive
branch, and for other purposes.

S. 236

At the request of Mr. WYDEN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 236, a bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to reform tax-
ation of alcoholic beverages.
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S. 502
At the request of Ms. SMITH, her
name was added as a cosponsor of S.
502, a bill to modify the boundary of
Voyageurs National Park in the State
of Minnesota, and for other purposes.
S. 510
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 510, a bill to protect a
woman’s right and ability to determine
whether and when to bear a child or
end a pregnancy by limiting restric-
tions on the provision of abortion serv-
ices.
S. 545
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the
names of the Senator from Iowa (Mr.
GRASSLEY) and the Senator from Ari-
zona (Mr. MCCAIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 545, a bill to preserve and
protect the free choice of individual
employees to form, join, or assist labor
organizations, or to refrain from such
activities.
S. 569
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the
names of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. JONES) and the Senator from Min-
nesota (Ms. SMITH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 569, a bill to amend title
54, United States Code, to provide con-
sistent and reliable authority for, and
for the funding of, the Land and Water
Conservation Fund to maximize the ef-
fectiveness of the Fund for future gen-
erations, and for other purposes.
S. 639
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 639, a bill to clarify that nonprofit
organizations such as Habitat for Hu-
manity may accept donated mortgage
appraisals, and for other purposes.
S. 781
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Oklahoma
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 781, a bill to amend the Public
Health Service Act to limit the liabil-
ity of health care professionals who
volunteer to provide health care serv-
ices in response to a disaster.
S. 1016
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms.
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from
Montana (Mr. TESTER) were added as
cosponsors of S. 1016, a bill to amend
title XVIII of the Social Security Act
to expand access to telehealth services,
and for other purposes.
S. 1121
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1121, a bill to establish a postsecondary
student data system.
S. 1580
At the request of Mr. RUBIO, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1580, a bill to enhance the trans-
parency, improve the coordination, and
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intensify the impact of assistance to
support access to primary and sec-
ondary education for displaced children
and persons, including women and
girls, and for other purposes.
S. 1613
At the request of Mr. RISCH, the
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr.
DONNELLY) was added as a cosponsor of
S. 1613, a bill to amend the Pittman-
Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act to
modernize the funding of wildlife con-
servation, and for other purposes.
S. 1693
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Alabama
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1693, a bill to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to clarify that
section 230 of that Act does not pro-
hibit the enforcement against pro-
viders and users of interactive com-
puter services of Federal and State
criminal and civil law relating to sex
trafficking.
S. 1806
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1806, a bill to amend the Child
Care and Development Block Grant Act
of 1990 and the Head Start Act to pro-
mote child care and early learning, and
for other purposes.
S. 1933
At the request of Mr. LLEE, the name
of the Senator from Minnesota (Ms.
SMITH) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1933, a bill to focus limited Federal re-
sources on the most serious offenders.
S. 2135
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
names of the Senator from Arkansas
(Mr. BOOzZMAN), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mr. COCHRAN), the Senator
from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER), the Sen-
ator from New York (Mrs. GILLIBRAND),
the Senator from Virginia (Mr. KAINE)
and the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
MERKLEY) were added as cosponsors of
S. 2135, a bill to enforce current law re-
garding the National Instant Criminal
Background Check System.
S. 2143
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2143, a bill to amend the
National Labor Relations Act to
strengthen protections for employees
wishing to advocate for improved
wages, hours, or other terms or condi-
tions of employment, to expand cov-
erage under such Act, to provide a
process for achieving initial collective
bargaining agreements, and to provide
for stronger remedies for interference
with these rights, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 2260
At the request of Mr. SCHATZ, the
names of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CooNs) and the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. NELSON) were added as cospon-
sors of S. 2260, a bill to establish and
fund an Opioids and STOP Initiative to
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expand, intensify, and coordinate fun-
damental, translational, and -clinical
research of the National Institutes of
Health with respect to opioid abuse,
the understanding of pain, and the dis-
covery and development of safer and
more effective treatments and preven-
tive interventions for pain.
S. 2270
At the request of Mr. DAINES, the
name of the Senator from South Da-
kota (Mr. ROUNDS) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2270, a bill to make im-
provements to the account for the
State response to the opioid abuse cri-
sis to improve tribal health.
S. 2296
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the
name of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2296, a bill to increase access to
agency guidance documents.
S. 2329
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the
name of the Senator from Nebraska
(Mrs. FISCHER) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2329, a bill to reauthorize and
amend the Water Infrastructure Fi-
nance and Innovation Act of 2014, and
for other purposes.
S. 2353
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the
name of the Senator from Wyoming
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2353, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to report on the
estimated total assets under direct or
indirect control by certain senior Ira-
nian leaders and other figures, and for
other purposes.
S. 2364
At the request of Mr. BOOZMAN, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2364, a bill to amend the Water Infra-
structure Finance and Innovation Act
of 2014 to provide to State infrastruc-
ture financing authorities additional
opportunities to receive loans under
that Act to support drinking water and
clean water State revolving funds to
deliver water infrastructure to commu-
nities across the United States, and for
other purposes.
S. 2374
At the request of Mr. CARPER, the
name of the Senator from Montana
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 2374, a bill to amend the Improper
Payments Elimination and Recovery
Improvement Act of 2012, including
making changes to the Do Not Pay Ini-
tiative, for improved detection, preven-
tion, and recovery of improper pay-
ments to deceased individuals, and for
other purposes.
S. 2386
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the
name of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2386, a bill to provide additional protec-
tions for our veterans.
S. 2421
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
PERDUE) was added as a cosponsor of S.
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2421, a bill to amend the Comprehen-
sive Environmental Response, Com-
pensation, and Liability Act of 1980 to
provide an exemption from certain no-
tice requirements and penalties for re-
leases of hazardous substances from
animal waste at farms.
S. 2469
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Mr.
KING) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2469, a bill to amend the Public Health
Service Act to enhance efforts to ad-
dress antibiotic resistance, and for
other purposes.
S. 2475
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms.
CoOLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2475, a bill to amend title 18, United
States Code, to prohibit the illegal
modification of firearms, and for other
purposes.
S. 2495
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
names of the Senator from Missouri
(Mr. BLUNT) and the Senator from
Rhode Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were
added as cosponsors of S. 2495, a bill to
reauthorize the grant program for
school security in the Omnibus Crime
Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968.
S.J. RES. 54
At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the
names of the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as
cosponsors of S.J. Res. 54, a joint reso-
lution to direct the removal of United
States Armed Forces from hostilities
in the Republic of Yemen that have not
been authorized by Congress.
AMENDMENT NO. 2046
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the
names of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN), the Senator from Flor-
ida (Mr. RUBIO) and the Senator from
Wyoming (Mr. ENZI) were added as co-
sponsors of amendment No. 2046 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2155, a bill
to promote economic growth, provide
tailored regulatory relief, and enhance
consumer protections, and for other
purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2053
At the request of Ms. STABENOW, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2053 intended to
be proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2056
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2056 intended to
be proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2057
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2057 intended to
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be proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2060
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2060 intended to
be proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2061
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2061 intended to
be proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2063
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2063 intended to
be proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2066
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2066 intended to
be proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2067
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2067 intended to
be proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2069
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2069 intended to
be proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2079
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2079 intended to
be proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2088
At the request of Mrs. GILLIBRAND,
the name of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a
cosponsor of amendment No. 2088 in-
tended to be proposed to S. 2155, a bill
to promote economic growth, provide
tailored regulatory relief, and enhance
consumer protections, and for other
purposes.
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AMENDMENT NO. 2094
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 2094 intended to be
proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2095
At the request of Mrs. SHAHEEN, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms.
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor
of amendment No. 2095 intended to be
proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2102
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr.
RUBIO) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2102 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2155, a bill to promote eco-
nomic growth, provide tailored regu-
latory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2103
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN) and the Senator
from Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) were
added as cosponsors of amendment No.
2103 intended to be proposed to S. 2155,
a bill to promote economic growth,
provide tailored regulatory relief, and
enhance consumer protections, and for
other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2120
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the
name of the Senator from Wisconsin
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of amendment No. 2120 intended to
be proposed to S. 2155, a bill to promote
economic growth, provide tailored reg-
ulatory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2133
At the request of Mr. REED, the name
of the Senator from Hawaii (Ms.
HIirRONO) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2133 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2155, a bill to promote eco-
nomic growth, provide tailored regu-
latory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.
AMENDMENT NO. 2134
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the
name of the Senator from Iowa (Mrs.
ERNST) was added as a cosponsor of
amendment No. 2134 intended to be pro-
posed to S. 2155, a bill to promote eco-
nomic growth, provide tailored regu-
latory relief, and enhance consumer
protections, and for other purposes.

—————

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. HATCH (for himself and
Mr. WYDEN):

S. 2526. A bill to amend the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986 to encourage re-
tirement savings, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Finance.

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, Senator
HATcH and I have introduced the Re-
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tirement Enhancement and Savings
Act of 2018. This bill makes a number
of improvements to our Nation’s em-
ployer-provided retirement plans and is
the result of several years of bipartisan
work on the part of the Finance Com-
mittee. The Retirement Enhancement
and Savings Act was unanimously re-
ported out of the Finance Committee
in the prior Congress, and I urge my
colleagues to support this bill.

The bill that Senator HATCH and I
have introduced is identical to the bill
reported by the Finance Committee ex-
cept for updating effective dates, omit-
ting provisions that already have been
enacted into law, and several technical
modifications to the provisions impact-
ing the United States Tax Court and to
the safe harbor for employers for annu-
ity provider selection.

The safe harbor for annuity provider
selection is a critical change to current
law that will encourage employers to
offer annuities to employees in 401(k)
and other defined contribution retire-
ment plans. Many employers are reluc-
tant to offer annuities in these types of
plans because of uncertainty about
their liability in the event that an in-
surer becomes insolvent and is unable
to pay benefits under the annuity. This
safe harbor provides certainty for em-
ployers who select insurers who are fi-
nancially capable of meeting their
commitments and are in good standing
with State regulators. The technical
modification to the safe harbor is a
one-word change that clarifies that the
safe harbor is solely for the selection of
the insurer and the possibility that the
insurer may not be able to make pay-
ments due under the contract and is
not a safe harbor for the selection of
the contract. As under existing law,
the plan fiduciary remains required to
prudently select the type of annuity
that is best for participants and bene-
ficiaries.

By Mr. CARDIN (for himself, Mr.
Ri1scH, and Mr. KENNEDY):

S. 2627. A bill to amend the Small
Business Investment Act of 1958 to in-
crease the amount of leverage made
available to small business investment
companies; to the Committee on Small
Business and Entrepreneurship.

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I rise
today to introduce a common sense
piece of legislation that will expand
the ability of the Small Business Ad-
ministration (SBA) to nurture innova-
tive and high-growth small businesses
in Maryland and across the country.

Let me first say, I recently returned
to the Senate Committee on Small
Business & Entrepreneurship as the
Ranking Member. I look forward to
continuing the important work of help-
ing America’s 29 million small busi-
nesses—the job creating engine of the
country—access the essential capital
to grow, to earn their fair share of Fed-
eral contracts, and to take advantage
of SBA’s counseling and mentoring
programs that help entrepreneurs mar-
ket and manage their businesses.

The Small Business Investment Op-
portunity Act is straightforward. It
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