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management that they place in doubt 
the safety culture of the entire [off-
shore drilling] industry.’’ The Federal 
Government vowed to crack down on 
the offshore oil industry that had been 
cutting corners at the expense of work-
er safety and environmental safety. 
The Bureau of Safety and Environ-
mental Enforcement studied ways to 
improve oil rig inspections and issued 
new rules of the road to try to 
prioritize safety. 

But President Trump has abandoned 
that safety-first approach. He ignores 
the lessons of the BP oilspill. Instead, 
he listens to his Big Oil friends. Last 
month, the administration began re-
scinding key safety regulations de-
signed to protect our coastlines from 
another BP spill disaster. I just want 
to give one example. 

In 2016 the Bureau of Safety and En-
vironmental Enforcement implemented 
new rules to require independent, 
third-party certification of safety de-
vices on oil rigs. It is not a bad idea to 
get someone independent to take a 
look at oil rigs before people put their 
lives at risk and hundreds of thousands 
of people could lose their livelihoods if 
an accident occurred—not a bad idea. 
But the Trump administration has said 
that this commonsense approach is an 
‘‘unnecessary . . . burden’’ on industry. 
Just to be clear, this so-called burden 
would amount to less than a penny on 
the dollar for an industry that already 
enjoys tens of billions of dollars in tax-
payer subsidies. That is less than a 
penny on the dollar to protect the live-
lihoods and maybe the lives of people 
living on our coasts. 

The Trump administration’s insist-
ence on padding the pockets of Big Oil 
while small coastal towns are left car-
rying all the risk is a perversion of how 
government is supposed to work, but 
this is what happens when the Repub-
lican Senate allows leadership posi-
tions at the Department of the Interior 
to be filled with industry insiders who 
reward their past—and, in many cases, 
their future—employers, rather than 
serving the American people. 

American families deserve forward- 
looking leadership that builds for the 
future and ensures that America will 
lead in the necessary fight against cli-
mate change, but President Trump 
thinks leadership is handing over man-
agement of our public resources to the 
Big Oil executives who are looking to 
stuff their pockets while they can, and 
he chooses to ignore the writing on the 
wall. 

Our planet is getting hotter, and 16 of 
the last 17 years were the hottest on 
record. Our seas are rising at an alarm-
ing rate. Our coasts are threatened by 
furious storms that can sweep away 
homes and devastate even our largest 
cities. Many communities are just one 
bad storm away from complete devas-
tation. Our naval bases are under at-
tack, not by enemy ships but by rising 
seas. Our food supplies and our forests 
are threatened by an endless barrage of 
droughts and wildfires. 

The effects of man-made climate 
change are all around us, and things 
will only continue to get worse at an 
accelerating pace if we don’t do some-
thing about it. Will addressing climate 
change be tough? You bet it will. We 
will need to retool, to install offshore 
wind turbines instead of President 
Trump’s offshore drilling rigs. But 
there is no country and no workforce 
in the world that is more willing and 
more able to tackle the challenges of 
climate change head-on than the 
United States of America. Yes, it is 
hard, but it is what we do. It is who we 
are. 

The American people deserve leader-
ship that knows the strength of the 
American people; leadership that be-
lieves in the innovative resolve of 
American workers ready to build clean 
energy infrastructure of the world; 
leadership that will deliver a clear 
message to the Big Oil executives, hell- 
bent on protecting their own short- 
term profits and who don’t like being 
told that a place is off limits; leader-
ship that will not chain our economy 
to the fossil fuels of the past; leader-
ship that does not ignore the realities 
of climate change; and leadership that 
does not put our coastal communities 
at further risk of another devastating 
oilspill. The American people deserve 
leadership that works for their inter-
ests, not for the interests of Big Oil. 

I yield to my colleague. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Virginia. 
f 

THOMASINA E. JORDAN INDIAN 
TRIBES OF VIRGINIA FEDERAL 
RECOGNITION ACT OF 2017 

Mr. KAINE. Mr. President, I rise 
today on a happy occasion, to discuss a 
House bill, H.R. 984, the Thomasina E. 
Jordan Indian Tribes of Virginia Fed-
eral Recognition Act. This is a bill 
with a long history, and we are joined 
in the Chamber by the chiefs of six Vir-
ginia Tribes whose past, present, and 
certainly future are connected to this 
bill. I will speak briefly. Then, Senator 
WARNER will speak. Then, the matter 
will be called up for a voice vote. Var-
ious objections have been heard and 
then cleared, and so we are now ready 
to move forward with this bill, which 
passed the House in May. 

This is about Virginia Tribes that 
were here and encountered the English 
when they arrived at Georgetown in 
1607—the Tribes of Pocahontas and so 
many other wonderful Virginians. They 
are living, breathing, active Tribes. 
They have never been recognized by 
the Federal Government for a series of 
reasons. 

First, they made peace too soon, in a 
way, and they have been punished for 
that. They entered into peace treaties 
with the English in the 1670s. 

Second, many of their Tribal records 
were destroyed in the Civil War. Third, 
a State official destroyed other records 
during the 1920s through 1960s. The 
power of these Tribes having achieved 

State recognition beginning many 
years ago—and they have never given 
up hope that they would be recognized 
by the U.S. Government, just as they 
have been recognized for hundreds of 
years by the Government of England. 
In fact, last spring, they went to Eng-
land to celebrate the 400th anniversary 
of the death of Pocahontas. They were 
treated as sovereigns, treated with re-
spect, and all they have asked is to be 
given the same treatment by the coun-
try they love. 

This bill for Tribal recognition was 
first introduced by a Virginia Gov-
ernor, then-Senator George Allen, in 
the 107th Congress. A House companion 
bill to the Senate version was passed in 
May, and that is the third time the 
House has passed this bill—first in 2007, 
and the second time was in 2009. 

I have had many productive discus-
sions, as has Senator WARNER, over the 
last months about the bill, various 
questions about the history. We are 
now in a position where all objections 
have been cleared, and we are ready to 
move ahead. 

It is such a treat to be joined by the 
chiefs. It is such a treat to be joined by 
my colleague, my senior Senator. Sen-
ator WARNER has worked tremendously 
hard on this, as have I, from the day he 
was Governor. I also have to give 
praise to Congressman WITTMAN on the 
House side, who has worked very hard 
to get to this day. 

It is a fundamental issue of respect 
and fairly acknowledging a historical 
record and a wonderful story of Tribes 
who are living, thriving, and surviving 
and are a rich part of our heritage. 
This is a happy day to stand upon their 
behalf. 

With that, I wish to yield to the sen-
ior Senator. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, let me 
join my friend and colleague Senator 
KAINE. We and some of the folks who 
are in the Gallery today were not sure 
if this day would ever come. Even in 
the U.S. Congress and the U.S. Senate, 
occasionally we get things right. And, 
boy oh boy, this is a day where we get 
things right on a civil rights basis, on 
a moral basis, and on a fairness basis. 

To our friends who are representa-
tives of some of the six Tribes who are 
finally going to be granted Federal rec-
ognition, we thank you for your pa-
tience, your perseverance, and your 
willingness to work with us and others. 

This has become an issue over the 
last 20-plus years. Democrats and Re-
publicans alike in Virginia have ac-
knowledged the fact that these six 
Tribes, whose history predates any Eu-
ropean settlement in this country, 
whose history goes back, as Senator 
KAINE mentioned, where they were rec-
ognized by the United Kingdom and 
recognized by the British Government 
when they controlled our country—but 
through a series of circumstances, in 
many cases abetted by a backwards- 
looking government earlier in the 20th 
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century in Virginia that discriminated 
against these Native Americans in 
ways that were outrageous, where in 
many ways records that told of their 
proud history in our Commonwealth 
were destroyed after the Civil War in 
fires and courthouses—these Tribes 
have persevered. 

Today, finally, they are going to be 
granted Federal recognition and the re-
spect that goes with that Federal rec-
ognition, and they will be granted cer-
tain additional opportunities in terms 
of special education, housing grants, 
affordable healthcare services, and 
most importantly, the ability to re-
cover important artifacts in their his-
tory. 

As has been mentioned, this bill has 
already passed the House. ROB WITT-
MAN, a Republican Member, has been a 
champion. 

Senator KAINE and I, both as Gov-
ernors—in that role of Governor, one of 
the things that happen every day— 
every Thanksgiving day, these Tribes 
come in and, in effect, pay their taxes 
to the Commonwealth of Virginia. 
While Virginia has recognized these 
Tribes for some time, every year when 
we would have this ceremony—one of 
the most moving ceremonies that I 
know I have participated in as Gov-
ernor, and I think Senator KAINE and 
Senator Allen, who was also a cham-
pion on this issue before us—these 
Tribes would come in and say: When 
will the U.S. Government recognize our 
existence, our history, and our legacy? 
Well, that wait is finally over. 

In a moment, I am going to be asking 
for unanimous consent, and the long, 
long wait will come to an end. 

As in legislative session, I ask unani-
mous consent that the Indian Affairs 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of H.R. 984 and the Sen-
ate proceed to its immediate consider-
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 
The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (H.R. 984) to extend Federal recogni-

tion to the Chickahominy Indian Tribe, the 
Chickahominy Indian Tribe—Eastern Divi-
sion, the Upper Mattaponi Tribe, the Rappa-
hannock Tribe, Inc., the Monacan Indian Na-
tion, and the Nansemond Indian Tribe. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

The bill was ordered to a third read-
ing and was read the third time. 

Mr. WARNER. I know of no further 
debate on the measure. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate? 

If not, the bill having been read the 
third time, the question is, Shall the 
bill pass? 

The bill (H.R. 984) was passed. 
Mr. WARNER. I further ask unani-

mous consent that the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac-
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that we proceed to 
the 1:45 p.m. vote. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the Counts nomina-
tion? 

Mr. INHOFE. I ask for the yeas and 
nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the 
Senator from Nevada (Mr. HELLER), 
and the Senator from Arizona (Mr. 
MCCAIN). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) 
is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PERDUE). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 96, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 9 Ex.] 
YEAS—96 

Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 

Gardner 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murkowski 
Murphy 
Murray 

Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NOT VOTING—4 

Alexander 
Booker 

Heller 
McCain 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The majority leader. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
move to proceed to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is on agreeing to the motion. 

The motion was agreed to. 

f 

RAPID DNA ACT OF 2017—MOTION 
TO PROCEED 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand the Senate has received a 
message from the House to accompany 
S. 139. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator is correct. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I move that the 
Chair lay before the Senate the mes-
sage to accompany S. 139 and ask for 
the yeas and nays on my motion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the 
Senator from Nevada (Mr. HELLER), the 
Senator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN), 
and the Senator from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. TOOMEY). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX-
ANDER) would have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from New Jersey (Mr. BOOKER) 
is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 68, 
nays 27, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 10 Leg.] 

YEAS—68 

Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Burr 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Cruz 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Enzi 
Ernst 

Feinstein 
Fischer 
Flake 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heitkamp 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Manchin 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Murkowski 
Murphy 

Nelson 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Stabenow 
Sullivan 
Thune 
Tillis 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Young 

NAYS—27 

Baldwin 
Brown 
Cantwell 
Coons 
Daines 
Durbin 
Gardner 
Gillibrand 
Harris 

Heinrich 
Hirono 
Leahy 
Lee 
Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murray 

Paul 
Sanders 
Schatz 
Smith 
Tester 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warren 
Wyden 
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