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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Cuccia, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the TUnited
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate
proceedings.)

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:07 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 535. An act to encourage visits be-
tween the United States and Taiwan at all
levels, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1486. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to provide funding to se-
cure non-profit facilities from terrorist at-
tacks, and for other purposes.

H.R. 3202. An act to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to submit a report on
cyber vulnerability disclosures, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 3320. An act to direct the Secretary of
State to develop a strategy to regain ob-
server status for Taiwan in the World Health
Organization, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4433. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to require the Under
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to achieve secu-
rity of sensitive assets among the compo-
nents of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4555. An act to authorize the partici-
pation in overseas interagency counterter-
rorism task forces of personnel of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 4559. An act to conduct a global avia-
tion security review, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4561. An act to provide for third party
testing of transportation security screening
technology, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4564. An act to require a threat assess-
ment on current foreign terrorist fighter ac-
tivities, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4569. An act to require counterter-
rorism information sharing coordination,
and for other purposes.

H.R. 4577. An act to establish a working
group to determine ways to develop a domes-
tic canine breeding network to produce high
quality explosives detection canines, and for
other purposes.

H.R. 4581. An act to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to develop best prac-
tices for utilizing advanced passenger infor-
mation and passenger name record data for
counterterrorism screening and vetting oper-
ations, and for other purposes.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 535. An act to encourage visits be-
tween the United States and Taiwan at all
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levels, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

H.R. 1486. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to provide funding to se-
cure non-profit facilities from terrorist at-
tacks, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

H.R. 3202. An act to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to submit a report on
cyber vulnerability disclosures, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Homeland Se-
curity and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 3320. An act to direct the Secretary of
State to develop a strategy to regain ob-
server status for Taiwan in the World Health
Organization, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Foreign Relations.

H.R. 4433. An act to amend the Homeland
Security Act of 2002 to require the Under
Secretary for Management of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security to achieve secu-
rity of sensitive assets among the compo-
nents of the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

H.R. 4555. An act to authorize the partici-
pation in overseas interagency counterter-
rorism task forces of personnel of the De-
partment of Homeland Security, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Home-
land Security and Governmental Affairs.

H.R. 4559. An act to conduct a global avia-
tion security review, and for other purposes;
to the Committee on Commerce, Science,
and Transportation.

H.R. 4561. An act to provide for third party
testing of transportation security screening
technology, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.

H.R. 4564. An act to require a threat assess-
ment on current foreign terrorist fighter ac-
tivities, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations.

H.R. 4569. An act to require counterter-
rorism information sharing coordination,
and for other purposes; to the Committee on
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs.

H.R. 4577. An act to establish a working
group to determine ways to develop a domes-
tic canine breeding network to produce high
quality explosives detection canines, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation.

H.R. 4581. An act to require the Secretary
of Homeland Security to develop best prac-
tices for utilizing advanced passenger infor-
mation and passenger name record data for
counterterrorism screening and vetting oper-
ations, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

———

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES

The following reports of committees
were submitted:

By Mr. THUNE, from the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation,
with an amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute:

S. 1693. A bill to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to clarify that section 230 of
that Act does not prohibit the enforcement
against providers and users of interactive
computer services of Federal and State
criminal and civil law relating to sex traf-
ficking (Rept. No. 115-199).

———

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND
JOINT RESOLUTIONS

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first

January 10, 2018

and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated:
By Mrs. MCCASKILL:

S. 2285. A bill to require mailing addresses
to correspond with the physical address at
which the mail will be delivered; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs.

By Mr. CORKER (for himself, Mrs.
FEINSTEIN, Mr. ISAKSON, and Mr.
COONS):

S. 2286. A bill to amend the Peace Corps
Act to provide greater protection and serv-
ices for Peace Corps volunteers, and for
other purposes; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

By Mr. MARKEY (for himself and Ms.
WARREN):

S. 2287. A Dbill to repeal the medical device
excise tax, and for other purposes; to the
Committee on Finance.

By Mr. CRUZ:

S. 2288. A bill to amend title 38, United
States Code, to require the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to submit an annual report to
Congress relating to the use of official time
by employees of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, to limit the instances in which offi-
cial time may be granted for certain pur-
poses to employees of the Department, and
for other purposes; to the Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs.

By Ms. WARREN (for herself and Mr.
WARNER):

S. 2289. A bill to create an Office of Cyber-
security at the Federal Trade Commission
for supervision of data security at consumer
reporting agencies, to require the promulga-
tion of regulations establishing standards for
effective cybersecurity at consumer report-
ing agencies, to impose penalties on credit
reporting agencies for cybersecurity
breaches that put sensitive consumer data at
risk, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af-
fairs.

By Ms. CANTWELL (for herself and
Mr. GARDNER):

S. 2290. A bill to improve wildfire manage-
ment operations and the safety of fire-
fighters and communities with the best
available technology; to the Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

By Mr. CRUZ:

S. 2291. A Dbill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the in-
dividual tax rates in effect for taxable years
2018 through 2025; to the Committee on Fi-
nance.

By Mr. NELSON:

S. 2292. A bill to amend the Outer Conti-
nental Shelf Lands Act to prohibit oil and
gas preleasing, leasing, and related activities
in certain areas of the Outer Continental
Shelf off the coast of Florida, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

———

SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND
SENATE RESOLUTIONS

The following concurrent resolutions
and Senate resolutions were read, and
referred (or acted upon), as indicated:

By Mr. FLAKE:

S. Res. 371. A resolution expressing the
sense of the Senate on the value of the bilat-
eral relationship between the United States
and Mexico; to the Committee on Foreign
Relations.

———

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS

S. 819
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the
name of the Senator from Maryland
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(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 819, a bill to amend the Fair
Labor Standards Act of 1938 to provide
more effective remedies to victims of
discrimination in the payment of
wages on the basis of sex, and for other
purposes.
S. 1006
At the request of Mr. MERKLEY, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1006, a bill to prohibit discrimina-
tion on the basis of sex, gender iden-
tity, and sexual orientation, and for
other purposes.
S. 1124
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1124, a bill to grant the
Director of the United States Marshals
Service authority to appoint criminal
investigators in the excepted service.
S. 1218
At the request of Ms. HEITKAMP, the
name of the Senator from Idaho (Mr.
CrAPO) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1218, a bill to promote Federal employ-
ment for veterans, and for other pur-
poses.
S. 1358
At the request of Mr. CASSIDY, the
name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr.
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
1358, a bill to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the
treatment of certain direct primary
care service arrangements and periodic
provider fees.
S. 1588
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. SMITH) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1588, a bill to secure Federal vot-
ing rights of persons when released
from incarceration.
S. 1650
At the request of Ms. HIRONO, the
name of the Senator from Connecticut
(Mr. MURPHY) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1650, a bill to authorize the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services
to award grants to support the access
of marginalized youth to sexual health
services, and for other purposes.
S. 1693
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the
name of the Senator from Delaware
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1693, a bill to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to clarify that
section 230 of that Act does not pro-
hibit the enforcement against pro-
viders and users of interactive com-
puter services of Federal and State
criminal and civil law relating to sex
trafficking.
S. 1774
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the
name of the Senator from Mississippi
(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1774, a bill to provide protec-
tions for workers with respect to their
right to select or refrain from selecting
representation by a labor organization.
S. 1873
At the request of Mr. BLUMENTHAL,
the name of the Senator from Maine
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(Ms. COoLLINS) was added as a cosponsor
of S. 1873, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of Veterans Affairs to carry out
a program to establish peer specialists
in patient aligned care teams at med-
ical centers of the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes.
S. 2007

At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the
name of the Senator from Minnesota
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2007, a bill to amend the
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to in-
crease the exclusion for educational as-
sistance programs.

S. 2186

At the request of Mr. COONS, the
name of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2186, a bill to modernize
laws and policies, and eliminate dis-
crimination, with respect to people liv-
ing with HIV/AIDS, and for other pur-
poses.

S. 2274

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
name of the Senator from Oregon (Mr.
WYDEN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
2274, a bill to provide for the compensa-
tion of Federal employees affected by
lapses in appropriations.

S. RES. 363

At the request of Mr. NELSON, the
name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr.
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S.
Res. 363, a resolution expressing pro-
found concern about the growing polit-
ical, humanitarian, and economic cri-
sis in Venezuela and the widespread
human rights abuses perpetrated by
the Government of Venezuela.

S. RES. 367

At the request of Mr. CRUZz, the
names of the Senator from Texas (Mr.
CORNYN) and the Senator from Wyo-
ming (Mr. BARRASSO) were added as co-
sponsors of S. Res. 367, a resolution
condemning the Government of Iran
for its violence against demonstrators
and calling for peaceful resolution to
the concerns of the citizens of Iran.

S. RES. 368

At the request of Mr. CORKER, the
names of the Senator from New Hamp-
shire (Ms. HASSAN), the Senator from
Illinois (Mr. DURBIN), the Senator from
Virginia (Mr. WARNER), the Senator
from Hawaii (Ms. HIRONO) and the Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania (Mr. CASEY)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 368,
a resolution supporting the right of all
Iranian citizens to have their voices
heard.

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the
names of the Senator from Massachu-
setts (Ms. WARREN), the Senator from
New York (Mr. SCHUMER) and the Sen-
ator from North Carolina (Mr. TILLIS)
were added as cosponsors of S. Res. 368,
supra.

——

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS

By Mr. NELSON:
S. 2292. A bill to amend the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act to pro-
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hibit oil and gas preleasing, leasing,
and related activities in certain areas
of the Outer Continental Shelf off the
coast of Florida, and for other pur-
poses; to the Committee on Energy and
Natural Resources.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I must
say, I have seen political games being
played with trying to drill off of the
coast of Florida. Not only am I ap-
palled—I have recoiled at this political
game—but unfortunately I am not sur-
prised because of what we have seen
happen in the last 15 hours.

It all started late last week when the
Department of the Interior released a
new b-year drilling plan. It virtually
had all of the coastal waters—the
Outer Continental Shelf of the entire
United States—included in this plan,
including that area of Florida that is
off limits to drilling in law—a law that
Republican Senator Mel Martinez and I
passed back in 2006 that keeps drilling
off of the gulf coast of Florida until the
year 2022.

This new proposal would open up
nearly all of the Federal waters to
drilling, including all of the coastal
waters of Florida, both the west
coast—gulf coast—and the east coast—
the Atlantic—and also the Straits of
Florida, those waters that come around
the Florida Keys, which is the Gulf
Stream that comes right up the south-
east coast of Florida. The Gulf Stream
then goes out across the Atlantic, past
Bermuda, and ends up in Northern Eu-
rope.

Well, our colleagues have heard this
Senator many times come and talk
about how keeping oil rigs away from
Florida’s coast is an issue that is im-
portant to our State because of our
tourism economy but also because of
the military missions on the west
coast—the gulf—as well as the Atlan-
tic.

As a Floridian, this Senator has been
fighting this fight ever since the mid-
1980s when Secretary of the Interior
James Watt intended to drill off the
east coast of Florida where we were
launching our space shuttle, dropping
the solid rocket boosters, and where we
were launching our military rockets,
taking our clandestine satellites into
orbit and dropping the first stages.
That is how I beat it back in the 1980s,
but lo and behold, here we are again in
the same place.

We know you can’t allow drilling in
the Straits of Florida right off the
Florida Keys because an oilspill there
would be in the Gulf Stream, and that
Gulf Stream hugs the coast of south-
east Florida. Can you imagine what it
would do to the beaches of the Florida
Keys, Miami Beach, and all up the Gold
Coast of Florida, all the way to Palm
Beach, all the way north to Fort
Pierce, where then the Gulf Stream
heads farther in a northeasterly direc-
tion out into the Atlantic?

Well, let me show you what is hap-
pening in the gulf coast. All of this in
yellow is what is off limits in the Gulf
of Mexico as a result of the 2006 law.
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