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photographs to show the difference. 
Let me paraphrase the words of one of 
the trauma surgeons in Broward Coun-
ty who attended to some of the vic-
tims. 

He cited that on any normal night, 
particularly on a weekend, they have 
to treat gunshots. If that gunshot is 
from a handgun—say, a .22 pistol or, 
say, a .9 millimeter pistol—the bullet 
will enter the victim, and unless that 
bullet goes to a critical organ, such as 
the heart or, for example, to the blood 
supply going into the liver, that bullet 
will continue through. If it comes out 
the other side, it will come out with a 
hole that is the same size as when it 
penetrated the body in the first place. 
It is not so with a bullet from an as-
sault rifle because those weapons, 
which are developed for the military, 
are clearly for killing. 

The bullet, first of all, comes out at 
three times the speed—three times the 
velocity. Therefore, when it hits its 
target, it hits with three times the en-
ergy. Often, the bullet is designed so 
that when it hits the target, it will 
tumble and just tear through and de-
stroy any flesh in its path, including 
bone and organs. 

The trauma center’s radiologist ex-
plains that if a handgun’s bullet, such 
as a .9 millimeter, goes through the 
liver, they can usually save the pa-
tient’s life. They point out that of al-
most all handgun wounds, they can 
save the life unless the bullet hits a 
major artery or organ, like the heart, 
or a major blood supply. It is not so 
with the bullet from an assault weap-
on. The bullet enters at three times the 
velocity, with three times the energy. 
It starts tumbling, ripping away flesh. 
If it goes, for example, to a kidney or 
to the liver, it pulverizes that organ 
and comes out the other side of the vic-
tim with a hole as large as an orange. 

That is the difference between a 
handgun wound and a wound from a 
high-velocity assault rifle, whether it 
is a semiautomatic or whether it is an 
automatic. It was made automatic, 
with what we saw in Las Vegas, with 
the bump stocks. He made a semiauto-
matic, which was legal to purchase, 
into an automatic rifle. It is because of 
that carnage that one has to ask one-
self: Would any American citizen want 
to have those kinds of assault rifles 
loose on the streets for people who 
want to use them for dastardly pur-
poses? I think the answer is no. 

This Senator grew up on a ranch. I 
have hunted all of my life. I still hunt 
with my son, but an AR–15 is not for 
hunting; it is for killing. It is an under-
standing of the difference of these 
weapons that is causing the American 
people to gradually understand that 
these kinds of weapons have no place 
on the streets of America. 

One can imagine the SWAT team. 
Had they been there while the shooter 
had still been inside and had they en-
tered that school and tried to find the 
killer and known that what they were 
going to come up against was an AR–15 

instead of a handgun, that would have 
been a terrible thing. One can imagine, 
if there had happened to be an armed 
guard with a pistol and he had gone 
after the shooter but the shooter had 
had an AR–15, that would not have 
been a fair firefight. With a pistol 
against an AR–15, one can imagine who 
is going to win that fight. 

These are the questions that the 
American people need to have answered 
as we go through these discussions 
about what to do. Thus, when these 
students all gather in Washington and 
in 100 cities around this country on 
March 24—a Saturday—and start 
marching in untold numbers, they are 
going to be asking: Isn’t enough 
enough? Haven’t we come to the point 
at which we ought to reexamine that 
the Second Amendment protects the 
right to bear arms but if these are the 
arms we want borne on our streets? 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

MORAN). The Senator from Georgia. 
NOMINATION OF TILMAN SELF 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I rise 
out of a great sense of pride to exercise 
one of my responsibilities in the U.S. 
Senate to speak on behalf of Tripp Self, 
a judge from the Georgia courts, who 
has been nominated to become a judge 
for the U.S. District Court for the Mid-
dle District of Georgia. The vote will 
take place not too long from now, and 
I encourage every Senator to cast his 
vote for Judge Self. He is the whole 
package. 

He has a wonderful wife and family 
and four great children. He worked in 
the private sector for years and accom-
plished many things in the private sec-
tor. He went to the University of Geor-
gia School of Law and graduated cum 
laude and summa cum laude from The 
Citadel, The Military College of South 
Carolina, and went on to have a distin-
guished private career. He then served 
as a superior court judge on the Macon 
Judicial Circuit for the State of Geor-
gia. In that job with the superior court, 
he did something that I am very close 
to. He is an entrepreneur because he 
started the Veterans Treatment Court 
for the Middle District of Georgia and 
for that judicial circuit. 

The Veterans Treatment Court, as all 
of you know, is a court that is formed 
to help veterans who stray from the 
law or who have difficulties when they 
come home either because of PTSD or 
TBI. It helps them with the struggles 
of battle that they have had and with 
whatever problems they may have had 
from representing us on the battlefield. 
They trip and they fall, and they need 
somebody to help get them up. We 
want to make them do the right thing 
but also help them get themselves 
brushed off, look forward to careers, 
and help them get that step forward. 
We do that with teenagers with what 
are called CASAs, Court Appointed 
Special Advocates. We turn people 
around who otherwise might go to 
jail—young kids. The Veterans Treat-
ment Court takes those who have 

risked paying the ultimate sacrifice— 
that of their lives for you and for me 
and for everybody else—who might 
have fallen off just a little bit. When 
we get them back into the judicial sys-
tem, we get them straightened out, and 
we move them forward so they have 
better lives and rewarding careers of 
their own—thanking them for all of the 
things they have done for us as vet-
erans. 

As the chairman of the Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee of the U.S. Senate and 
as one who recognizes the value of the 
court system for all of the things it 
does to administer justice, I am par-
ticularly proud to have a judge who has 
used his entrepreneurial skills to deal 
with a problem our society has in the 
legal sense and in the court sense and 
to see to it that our veterans are get-
ting the help they need and that our 
communities are getting the represen-
tation they need. 

I am also a football fan. I know call-
ing football games is tough, just as 
making judicial decisions is tough. 
Tripp Self officiates NCAA football in 
the Southern Conference. Two years 
ago, he was selected to do the 2017 FCS 
national championship game, which is 
a testament to his ability to call balls 
and strikes on the field. 

He is a pretty good shot too. He is a 
turkey hunter and likes to turkey hunt 
and likes the outdoors. 

Most importantly, he loves the 
United States of America. He respects 
and loves the law for what it does. We 
are a nation of laws and not of men. He 
does everything in his capacity as an 
individual and as one on the bench to 
see to it that our country is a better 
country and our State is a better 
State—the State I represent, Georgia. 

When each Senator turns to vote in a 
few minutes on the confirmations of 
the three judges that will come before 
us today, when it comes to Judge Tripp 
Self, of Georgia, may each cast a vote 
proudly for someone who is a legal en-
trepreneur for veterans, one who has 
served with distinction in the State as 
a private sector practicing attorney 
and on the bench already, and one who 
will serve the United States of America 
very well in the years to come. 

I commend him and his family for 
being willing to take on this responsi-
bility, and I thank the President of the 
United States for the wisdom to make 
this appointment. 

I yield the floor. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 

ask for the yeas and nays. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 

sufficient second? 
There appears to be a sufficient sec-

ond. 
The question is, Will the Senate ad-

vise and consent to the Scholer nomi-
nation? 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN), the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), and 
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the Senator from Alaska (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ) would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from North Dakota (Ms. 
HEITKAMP) is necessarily absent. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 95, 
nays 0, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 46 Ex.] 
YEAS—95 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blumenthal 
Blunt 
Booker 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 
Fischer 

Flake 
Gardner 
Gillibrand 
Graham 
Grassley 
Harris 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
Markey 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Moran 
Murphy 
Murray 

Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Peters 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sanders 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Smith 
Stabenow 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Warren 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NOT VOTING—5 

Cruz 
Heitkamp 

McCain 
Murkowski 

Sullivan 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the pending nomina-
tion. 

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Tilman Eugene Self III, of 
Georgia, to be United States District 
Judge for the Middle District of Geor-
gia. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the Self nomination? 

Mr. BARRASSO. I ask for the yeas 
and nays. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a 
sufficient second? 

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. 

The clerk will call the roll. 
The legislative clerk called the roll. 
Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators 

are necessarily absent: the Senator 
from Texas (Mr. CRUZ), the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN), the Sen-
ator from Alaska (Ms. MURKOWSKI), and 

the Senator from Alaska (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CRUZ) would 
have voted ‘‘yea.’’ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there 
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote? 

The result was announced—yeas 85, 
nays 11, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 47 Ex.] 

YEAS—85 

Alexander 
Baldwin 
Barrasso 
Bennet 
Blunt 
Boozman 
Brown 
Burr 
Cantwell 
Capito 
Cardin 
Carper 
Casey 
Cassidy 
Cochran 
Collins 
Coons 
Corker 
Cornyn 
Cortez Masto 
Cotton 
Crapo 
Daines 
Donnelly 
Duckworth 
Durbin 
Enzi 
Ernst 
Feinstein 

Fischer 
Flake 
Gardner 
Graham 
Grassley 
Hassan 
Hatch 
Heinrich 
Heitkamp 
Heller 
Hirono 
Hoeven 
Inhofe 
Isakson 
Johnson 
Jones 
Kaine 
Kennedy 
King 
Klobuchar 
Lankford 
Leahy 
Lee 
Manchin 
McCaskill 
McConnell 
Moran 
Murphy 
Murray 

Nelson 
Paul 
Perdue 
Portman 
Reed 
Risch 
Roberts 
Rounds 
Rubio 
Sasse 
Schatz 
Schumer 
Scott 
Shaheen 
Shelby 
Smith 
Tester 
Thune 
Tillis 
Toomey 
Udall 
Van Hollen 
Warner 
Whitehouse 
Wicker 
Wyden 
Young 

NAYS—11 

Blumenthal 
Booker 
Gillibrand 
Harris 

Markey 
Menendez 
Merkley 
Peters 

Sanders 
Stabenow 
Warren 

NOT VOTING—4 

Cruz 
McCain 

Murkowski 
Sullivan 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President will 
be immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

The Senator from Tennessee. 

f 

RETIREMENT OF THAD COCHRAN 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 
late this afternoon, Senator THAD 
COCHRAN, the senior Senator from Mis-
sissippi, announced he will be retiring 
from the Senate on April 1. He said his 
health had become an ongoing concern. 

I saw a steady stream of Senators 
visiting with Senator COCHRAN today 
expressing their best wishes to him and 
for good reason: Senator COCHRAN is a 
gentleman, first of all; he is a skilled 
legislator, second of all. He has earned 
the respect of his colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle through his chairman-
ship of the Senate Appropriations Com-
mittee, the one-time chairman of the 
Senate Republican conference, and 
back in Mississippi, he was a pioneer in 
the development of that State’s two- 
party system in the Republican Party. 

He and Trent Lott were both elected 
to Congress in 1972, in the Nixon sweep. 
Then, THAD COCHRAN became the first 

statewide-elected Republican in Mis-
sissippi since Reconstruction, in 1978, 
when he was elected to the U.S. Sen-
ate. He has been here ever since. 

He is a close friend. I admire him 
greatly. We will miss him greatly, but 
I especially admire his service and 
wanted to say that before I made other 
remarks. 

f 

TARIFFS 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 16 
years ago President George W. Bush 
announced that tariffs would be im-
posed on steel imports from several 
countries. The goal was to help protect 
the domestic steel industry. It was a 
good goal by a well-intentioned Presi-
dent whom I supported, but it back-
fired. 

Last week President Trump an-
nounced that he intends to impose new 
tariffs on imports of steel and alu-
minum for the same reasons. It is a 
good goal by a well-intentioned Presi-
dent, but I am afraid it will backfire, 
just as it did for President Bush 16 
years ago. 

Here is the problem: Tariffs are big 
taxes, and they are big taxes that raise 
consumer prices. These new tariffs may 
temporarily save a few jobs in plants 
that produce steel and aluminum, but 
they will destroy many more jobs in 
auto plants that use steel and alu-
minum. 

This is especially bad news for Ten-
nesseans because one-third of our 
State’s manufacturing jobs are auto 
jobs, with more than 900 plants in 87 of 
our 95 counties. Anything that threat-
ens to destroy or damage auto jobs is 
of grave concern to Tennesseans. It 
will now be cheaper for some Tennessee 
auto parts suppliers to move outside 
the United States, buy steel and alu-
minum there, and then ship finished 
parts back to this country. 

These new tariffs will hurt more than 
U.S. auto manufacturers. The Presi-
dent indicated this morning that a 
final decision hasn’t been made. I hope 
that before he makes a final decision, 
he will take into consideration the 
choices that companies such as 
Electrolux are making, which dem-
onstrate that broad tariffs are bad for 
American workers and will cost Ameri-
cans jobs, not just auto jobs. 

Here is one example of the damage 
the proposed steel tariff would do in 
Tennessee to a home appliance manu-
facturer that uses 100 percent Amer-
ican steel. Immediately after the tariff 
was announced last week, Electrolux— 
Europe’s largest home appliance manu-
facturer—announced that it was put-
ting on hold a $250 million expansion in 
Springfield, TN, just outside of Nash-
ville. Electrolux has made multiple in-
vestments in Tennessee, with plants in 
Memphis, as well as Springfield. 
Electrolux employs more than 1,000 
Tennesseans. 

The company said: ‘‘Unfortunately, 
this decision gives foreign appliance 
manufacturers a cost advantage that is 
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