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understanding of eating disorders and the 
millions of families in the United States af-
fected by eating disorders; 

(3) recognizes the need for treatment of in-
dividuals with eating disorders; 

(4) acknowledges the need for further re-
search on eating disorders; and 

(5) encourages Federal, State, and local 
governments, and citizens of the United 
States— 

(A) to support National Eating Disorders 
Awareness Week through programs and ac-
tivities; and 

(B) to promote public awareness of eating 
disorders. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 420—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 3, 2018, AS 
‘‘WORLD WILDLIFE DAY’’ 
Mr. COONS (for himself and Mr. 

INHOFE) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 420 

Whereas wildlife has provided numerous 
economic, environmental, social, and cul-
tural benefits during the course of human 
history and wildlife conservation will secure 
those gifts for future generations; 

Whereas plant and animal species play an 
important role in the stability of diverse 
ecosystems around the world and the con-
servation of that biodiversity is critical to 
maintain the delicate balance of nature and 
keep complex ecosystems thriving; 

Whereas observation of wild plants and 
animals in their natural habitat provides in-
dividuals with a more enriching worldview 
and a greater appreciation of the wonders of 
the natural environment; 

Whereas tens of millions of individuals in 
the United States strongly support the con-
servation of wildlife, both domestically and 
abroad, and wish to ensure the survival of 
species in the wild, such as rhinoceroses, ti-
gers, elephants, pangolins, turtles, seahorses, 
sharks, ginseng, mahogany, and cacti; 

Whereas the trafficking of wildlife, includ-
ing timber and fish, comprises the fourth 
largest global illegal trade after narcotics, 
the counterfeiting of products and currency, 
and human trafficking and has become a 
major transnational organized crime with an 
estimated worth of as much as $19,000,000,000 
annually; 

Whereas increased demand in Asia for 
high-value illegal wildlife products, particu-
larly elephant ivory and rhinoceros horns, 
has triggered substantial and rapid increases 
in poaching of those species; 

Whereas the trafficking of wildlife is a pri-
mary threat to many wildlife species, includ-
ing elephants, rhinoceroses, tigers, 
pangolins, and sharks; 

Whereas many different kinds of criminals, 
including some terrorist entities and rogue 
security personnel, often in collusion with 
corrupt government officials, are involved in 
wildlife poaching and the movement of ivory 
and rhinoceros horns across Africa; 

Whereas wildlife poaching presents signifi-
cant security and stability challenges for 
military and police forces in African nations 
that are often threatened by heavily armed 
poachers and the criminal, extremist allies 
of those poachers; 

Whereas wildlife poaching negatively im-
pacts local communities that rely on natural 
resources for economic development, includ-
ing through tourism; 

Whereas penal and financial deterrents can 
improve the ability of governments to reduce 
poaching and trafficking and enhance the ca-
pabilities of those governments in managing 
resources; 

Whereas assisting institutions in devel-
oping nations, including by providing mate-
rial, training, legal, and diplomatic support, 
can reduce illegal wildlife trade; 

Whereas wildlife provides a multitude of 
benefits to all nations and wildlife crime has 
wide-ranging economic, environmental, and 
social impacts; 

Whereas the African Elephant Status Re-
port 2016 issued by the International Union 
for Conservation of Nature revealed that the 
elephant population of Africa has recently 
seen a dramatic decline, mainly due to 
poaching during the 10 years preceding the 
issuance of the report, and the continental 
population is now thought to be 415,428; 

Whereas the estimated African elephant 
population decreased by approximately 93,000 
between 2006 and 2015, despite the inclusion 
of approximately 18,000 elephants that were 
previously uncounted, making the actual de-
cline closer to 111,000; 

Whereas, from 2007 to 2012, the number of 
elephants killed in Kenya increased by more 
than 800 percent, from 47 to 387 elephants 
killed; 

Whereas, between 2002 and 2013, as a result 
of poaching, about 65 percent of the forest 
elephant population was killed and that spe-
cies lost 30 percent of its geographical range; 

Whereas World Wildlife Fund elephant sur-
veys conducted between 2014 and 2016 and 
covering 6,000,000 hectares confirmed this 
catastrophic trend, documenting losses of 66 
percent of the remaining elephants between 
2008 and 2016, placing forest elephants on 
track for extinction in the next decade; 

Whereas fewer than 50,000 wild Asian ele-
phants remain and poaching of these popu-
lations is on the rise, with an average of 1 
elephant poached every week in Burma, driv-
en by demand for elephant skin products; 

Whereas the number of rhinoceroses killed 
by poachers in South Africa— 

(1) dramatically increased from 13 in 2007 
to 1,215 in 2014, an increase of more than 9,000 
percent; and 

(2) was 1,028 in 2017; 
Whereas the 3 species of Asian rhinoceroses 

also remain under constant threat of poach-
ing, with a greater 1-horned rhinoceros 
poached in Kaziranga National Park in India 
as recently as January 2018; 

Whereas pangolins are often referred to as 
the most trafficked mammal in the world; 

Whereas all 8 pangolin species spanning Af-
rica and Asia are faced with extinction be-
cause pangolin scales are sought after in the 
practice of traditional Chinese medicine and 
pangolin meat is considered a delicacy; 

Whereas approximately 100,000,000 sharks 
are killed annually, often targeted solely for 
their fins, and unsustainable trade is the pri-
mary cause of serious population decline in 
several shark species, including scalloped 
hammerhead sharks, great hammerhead 
sharks, and oceanic whitetip sharks; 

Whereas the vaquita porpoise of Mexico, 
with fewer than 30 individual porpoises re-
maining, is being driven to extinction 
through bycatch in gillnets set for the 
totoaba fish, the swim bladder of which feeds 
a lucrative illegal trade through the United 
States to Asia; 

Whereas tiger populations have plummeted 
by 95 percent over the last 100 years and Afri-
can lion populations have declined by 40 per-
cent over the last 20 years; 

Whereas fewer than 4,000 tigers remain in 
the wild throughout all of Asia; 

Whereas there are more than 7,000 tigers in 
farms in China, Laos, Thailand, and Viet-
nam, which continues to stoke demand for il-
legal tiger products and contributes to 30 
percent of illegal trading with respect to 
that animal; 

Whereas the United States is developing 
and implementing measures to address the 

criminal, financial, security, and environ-
mental aspects of wildlife trafficking; 

Whereas Congress has allocated specific re-
sources to combat wildlife trafficking and 
address the threats posed by poaching and 
the illegal wildlife trade; 

Whereas Congress recently passed the 
Eliminate, Neutralize, and Disrupt Wildlife 
Trafficking Act of 2016 (16 U.S.C. 7601 et seq.) 
to strengthen the response of the United 
States to the global wildlife trafficking cri-
sis; 

Whereas, in December 2013, the United Na-
tions General Assembly proclaimed March 3 
as World Wildlife Day to celebrate and raise 
awareness of the wild fauna and flora around 
the world; 

Whereas March 3, 2018, represents the fifth 
annual celebration of World Wildlife Day; 

Whereas, in 2018, the theme of World Wild-
life Day is ‘‘Big cats: predators under 
threat’’; and 

Whereas, in 2018, World Wildlife Day com-
memorations will raise awareness about the 
plight of big cats and galvanize support for 
the many global and national actions that 
are underway to save those iconic species: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 3, 2018, as ‘‘World 

Wildlife Day’’; 
(2) supports raising awareness of the bene-

fits that wildlife provides to people and the 
threats facing wildlife around the world; 

(3) supports escalating the fight against 
wildlife crime, including wildlife trafficking; 

(4) applauds the domestic and inter-
national efforts to escalate the fight against 
wildlife crime; 

(5) commends the efforts of the United 
States to mobilize the entire Federal Gov-
ernment in a coordinated, efficient, and ef-
fective manner for dramatic progress in the 
fight against wildlife crime; and 

(6) encourages continued cooperation be-
tween the United States, international part-
ners, local communities, nonprofit organiza-
tions, private industry, and other partner or-
ganizations in an effort to conserve and cele-
brate wildlife, preserving this precious re-
source for future generations. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 421—CON-
DEMNING THE HORRIFIC ATTACK 
IN PARKLAND, FLORIDA, AND 
EXPRESSING SUPPORT AND 
PRAYERS FOR ALL THOSE IM-
PACTED BY THAT TRAGEDY 

Mr. RUBIO (for himself, Mr. NELSON, 
Mr. MCCONNELL, Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. 
ALEXANDER, Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. BENNET, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, 
Mr. BLUNT, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
Mr. BROWN, Mr. BURR, Ms. CANTWELL, 
Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. CARDIN, Mr. CARPER, 
Mr. CASEY, Mr. CASSIDY, Mr. COCHRAN, 
Ms. COLLINS, Mr. COONS, Mr. CORKER, 
Mr. CORNYN, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mr. 
COTTON, Mr. CRAPO, Mr. CRUZ, Mr. 
DAINES, Mr. DONNELLY, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. DURBIN, Mr. ENZI, 
Mrs. ERNST, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mrs. 
FISCHER, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. GARDNER, 
Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRAHAM, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Ms. HARRIS, Ms. HASSAN, 
Mr. HATCH, Mr. HEINRICH, Ms. 
HEITKAMP, Mr. HELLER, Ms. HIRONO, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. INHOFE, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. JOHNSON, Mr. JONES, Mr. KAINE, 
Mr. KENNEDY, Mr. KING, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
LEE, Mr. MANCHIN, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. 
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MCCAIN, Mrs. MCCASKILL, Mr. MENEN-
DEZ, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. MORAN, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Mr. MURPHY, Mrs. MUR-
RAY, Mr. PAUL, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. 
PETERS, Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. REED, Mr. 
RISCH, Mr. ROBERTS, Mr. ROUNDS, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. SASSE, Mr. SCHATZ, Mr. 
SCOTT, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. SHELBY, Ms. 
SMITH, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. SULLIVAN, 
Mr. TESTER, Mr. THUNE, Mr. TILLIS, Mr. 
TOOMEY, Mr. UDALL, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
Mr. WARNER, Ms. WARREN, Mr. WHITE-
HOUSE, Mr. WICKER, Mr. WYDEN, and 
Mr. YOUNG) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to.: 

S. RES. 421 

Whereas on February 14, 2018, a mass 
shooting took place at Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
mourn the 17 innocent lives that were lost at 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in 
this unthinkable tragedy; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
continue to pray for those who were wounded 
in the attack and continue to recover; and 

Whereas the people of the United States 
are grateful for the quick action of first re-
sponders who cared for the injured: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) condemns the senseless attack at Mar-

jory Stoneman Douglas High School in Park-
land, Florida, that took place on Wednesday, 
February 14, 2018; 

(2) honors the memory of the victims that 
were killed; 

(3) expresses hope for a full and speedy re-
covery and pledges continued support for 
people that were injured in the attack; 

(4) offers heartfelt condolences and deepest 
sympathies to all of the students, teachers, 
administrators, and faculty of Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School, as well as 
the families, friends, and loved ones affected 
by the tragedy; and 

(5) honors the selfless and dedicated serv-
ice of— 

(A) the teachers, school administrators, 
school support staff, medical professionals, 
and other individuals in the Broward County 
community; 

(B) the emergency response teams and law 
enforcement officials who responded to the 
call of duty; and 

(C) the law enforcement officials who con-
tinue to investigate the attack. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 422—DESIG-
NATING MARCH 2, 2018, AS ‘‘READ 
ACROSS AMERICA DAY’’ 

Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mr. REED, 
Mr. COCHRAN, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. 
CARPER, Mrs. CAPITO, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Mr. MARKEY, Ms. HASSAN, and Mr. DUR-
BIN) submitted the following resolu-
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to.: 

S. RES. 422 

Whereas reading is a basic requirement for 
quality education and professional success 
and a source of pleasure throughout life; 

Whereas the people of the United States 
must be able to read if the United States is 
to remain competitive in the global econ-
omy; 

Whereas Congress has placed great empha-
sis on reading intervention and providing ad-
ditional resources for reading assistance, in-
cluding through the programs authorized 
under the Elementary and Secondary Edu-

cation Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.) and 
through annual appropriations for library 
and literacy programs; and 

Whereas more than 50 national organiza-
tions concerned about reading and education 
have joined with the National Education As-
sociation to designate March 2, the anniver-
sary of the birth of Theodor Geisel (com-
monly known as ‘‘Dr. Seuss’’), as a day to 
celebrate reading: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates March 2, 2018, as ‘‘Read 

Across America Day’’; 
(2) honors— 
(A) all authors for their success in encour-

aging children to discover the joy of reading; 
and 

(B) the 21st anniversary of Read Across 
America Day; and 

(3) encourages— 
(A) parents, educators, and communities to 

read with children for at least 30 minutes on 
Read Across America Day and promote a 
love of reading and opportunities for all chil-
dren to see themselves reflected in literature 
in honor of the commitment of the Senate to 
building a country of readers; and 

(B) the people of the United States to ob-
serve Read Across America Day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 423—DESIG-
NATING FEBRUARY 28, 2018, AS 
‘‘RARE DISEASE DAY’’ 

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Mr. BAR-
RASSO, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 
Ms. WARREN, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. 
WICKER, Mr. BOOKER, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, 
and Mr. HATCH) submitted the fol-
lowing resolution; which was consid-
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 423 

Whereas a rare disease or disorder is one 
that affects a small number of patients, 
which in the United States is considered to 
be a population of less than 200,000 individ-
uals; 

Whereas, as of February 2018, nearly 7,000 
rare diseases affect approximately 30,000,000 
people in the United States and their fami-
lies; 

Whereas children with rare diseases ac-
count for about half of the population af-
fected by rare diseases in the United States; 

Whereas many rare diseases are serious 
and life-threatening and lack effective treat-
ments; 

Whereas, as a result of the Orphan Drug 
Act (Public Law 97–414; 96 Stat. 2049), impor-
tant advances have been made in the re-
search and treatment of rare diseases; 

Whereas the Food and Drug Administra-
tion has made great strides in gathering pa-
tient perspectives to inform the drug review 
process as part of the Patient-Focused Drug 
Development program, an initiative that 
originated under the Food and Drug Admin-
istration Safety and Innovation Act (Public 
Law 112–144; 126 Stat. 993); 

Whereas, although more than 600 drugs and 
biological products have been approved by 
the Food and Drug Administration for the 
treatment of rare diseases, millions of people 
in the United States have a rare disease for 
which there is no approved treatment; 

Whereas lack of access to effective treat-
ments and difficulty in obtaining reimburse-
ment for life-altering, and even life-saving, 
treatments still remain significant chal-
lenges for people with rare diseases and their 
families; 

Whereas rare diseases and conditions in-
clude aplastic anemia, porphyria, spina 
bifida, stiff person syndrome, Gaucher dis-

ease, diffuse pulmonary lymphangiomatosis, 
adrenoleukodystrophy, Noonan syndrome, 
Rett syndrome, Moebius syndrome, 
Castleman Disease, epidermolytic 
ichthyosis, and short bowel syndrome; 

Whereas people with rare diseases experi-
ence challenges that include— 

(1) difficulty in obtaining an accurate diag-
nosis; 

(2) limited treatment options; and 
(3) difficulty finding physicians or treat-

ment centers with expertise in rare diseases; 
Whereas the rare disease community 

gained important new tools during the 115th 
Congress with the enactment of the FDA Re-
authorization Act of 2017 (Public Law 115–52; 
131 Stat. 1005), which— 

(1) advanced and facilitated the develop-
ment and timely approval of drugs and bio-
logics for rare diseases, including diseases af-
fecting children; 

(2) reauthorized user fees to help deliver 
safe and effective treatments to individuals 
with rare diseases; 

(3) supported the utilization of real-world 
evidence; 

(4) supported patient-focused drug develop-
ment; and 

(5) supported the National Evaluation Sys-
tem for Health Technology; 

Whereas both the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the National Institutes of Health 
have established special offices to support 
and facilitate rare disease research and 
treatments; 

Whereas the National Organization for 
Rare Disorders (referred to as ‘‘NORD’’ in 
this preamble), a nonprofit organization es-
tablished in 1983 to provide services to and 
advocate on behalf of patients with rare dis-
eases, remains a critical public voice for peo-
ple with rare diseases; 

Whereas 2018 marks the 35th anniversary of 
the enactment of the Orphan Drug Act and 
the establishment of NORD; 

Whereas NORD sponsors Rare Disease Day 
in the United States and partners with many 
other major rare disease organizations to in-
crease public awareness of rare diseases; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is observed each 
year on the last day of February; 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is a global event 
that was first observed in the United States 
on February 28, 2009, and observed in more 
than 94 countries in 2017; and 

Whereas Rare Disease Day is expected to 
be observed globally for years to come, pro-
viding hope and information for rare disease 
patients around the world: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates February 28, 2018, as ‘‘Rare 

Disease Day’’; 
(2) recognizes the importance of improving 

awareness and encouraging accurate and 
early diagnosis of rare diseases and dis-
orders; and 

(3) supports a national and global commit-
ment to improving access to and developing 
new treatments, diagnostics, and cures for 
rare diseases and disorders. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, I have 11 
requests for committees to meet during 
today’s session of the Senate. They 
have the approval of the Majority and 
Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 
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