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is the end of medical school. Despite 
all the success in their academic lives, 
they are stopped from going forward. 

Zarna is a second-year student. If she 
is given a chance, she wants to be a 
doctor. In my State, we help pay for 
her education. 

Here is the deal though. Zarna Patel, 
if you want to go to medical school and 
you don’t have the money, my State of 
Illinois will loan you the money to go 
to medical school on one condition. 
You have to give us one year of service 
as a doctor, once you become a cer-
tified doctor in our State of Illinois, for 
the money we loaned to you. You can 
serve in the city of Chicago or you 
might serve in a rural community 
downstate. 

She signed up for it. She said: I will 
do it. I will give a year of my life for 
each year of medical school if you will 
give me a chance to be a doctor. 

Does this young woman sound like 
the kind of person we need in this 
country in the future? Does she sound 
like the kind of person who would be 
just the kind of doctor you would like 
to have? Well, sign me up. I am one of 
those who believes in her. I know her. 
I met her. 

There are 31 other students at 
Loyola’s medical school just like her. 
Their future is hanging on what hap-
pens in this empty Senate Chamber— 
whether in the next 2 weeks, the Sen-
ators from both sides of the aisle, Re-
publican and Democrat, will come to-
gether and solve this problem. 

I want to thank the Presiding Officer 
for being a positive part of this con-
versation—and he has been. It means 
an awful lot to me, and it means a lot 
to her and a lot of people who are 
counting on us to do our jobs as Sen-
ators. 

We haven’t worked out a perfect so-
lution to this yet. We need to give and 
take, compromise, agree to some 
things I don’t want to agree to—maybe 
the other side does the same—but to do 
our work, to pass a law. Isn’t that why 
we were elected—to solve these prob-
lems rather than sit here and give 
speeches about the problems? 

I want the day to come when these 
poor staff people breathe a sigh of re-
lief and say: The Dream Act finally 
passed, and maybe DURBIN will stop 
giving these speeches on the floor 
about these magnificent young stu-
dents. I would like that day to come 
soon, certainly before January 19. 

Zarna wrote me a letter. She says: 
As I got older . . . I began to understand 

just how complicated US immigration laws 
were and how stacked the odds were against 
me. Here I was, in a country that I loved, 
that I rooted for, that I thought to be the 
greatest in the world, while my family paid 
taxes for services that I would never be eligi-
ble for. There I was, serving a country that 
did not even value me as a human being, all 
because of a piece of paper. And yet, after all 
that I have been through and after all that 
this country has said about me, I still call it 
my heart, my passion and my home. 

Close to 70 Dreamers are enrolled in 
our medical schools. I mentioned Loy-

ola, but there are others. I thank them 
all for giving these young people a 
chance. If DACA goes away and isn’t 
replaced by Congress, they can’t be-
come doctors. They will be deported 
back to their countries, in many situa-
tions, where they haven’t lived since 
they were babies. 

Will we be a better country if Zarna 
Patel is asked to leave? Will we be a 
stronger Nation? Would Chicago, would 
Springfield, would Illinois be better? Of 
course not. 

The Association of American Medical 
Colleges reports that the Nation’s doc-
tor shortage is going to get worse be-
cause a lot of boomers and others are 
getting older and need help. We need 
more doctors, and we need good ones— 
good ones like Zarna Patel promises to 
be. 

Both the AMA and the Association of 
American Medical Colleges have 
warned that ending DACA will make 
the physician shortage in America 
worse. They have urged Congress to do 
something about it. 

Here is what the American Medical 
Association says: 

Estimates have shown that the DACA ini-
tiative could help introduce over 5,400 pre-
viously ineligible [doctors] into the U.S. 
healthcare system in the coming decades to 
help address [physician] shortages and en-
sure patient access to care. . . . Removing 
those with DACA status will particularly 
create care shortages for rural and other un-
derserved areas. . . . Without these physi-
cians, the AMA is concerned that the quality 
of care in these communities will be nega-
tively impacted. 

When we introduced the Dream Act, 
Senator LINDSEY GRAHAM, Republican 
of South Carolina, said: ‘‘The moment 
of reckoning is coming.’’ It is coming 
soon and coming in a matter of days. 
By January 19, we have to do some-
thing. We have run out of time, and we 
have run out of excuses. We have run 
out of the opportunity to help Zarna 
Patel and a lot of people like her be a 
part of America’s future. Now is the 
time to act. 

I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The bill clerk proceeded to call the 

roll. 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 

ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Thank you, Mr. 
President, and happy new year to you. 

For my 191st ‘‘Time to Wake Up’’ 
speech, I want to take the change of 
years to reflect on what 2017 meant for 
our carbon pollution of the Earth’s cli-
mate and what 2018 may bring. 

Our human use of fossil fuels contin-
ued to pour carbon dioxide into the at-
mosphere in 2017. The concentration of 
CO2 in the atmosphere now stands at 
almost 407 parts per million—the high-

est in human history and more than 100 
parts per million above the safe range 
in which human development for mil-
lennia has flourished. Each year brings 
a new record concentration of CO2 in 
our atmosphere, and this will continue 
to worsen until the world weans itself 
off fossil fuels. 

Of course, the contamination of our 
Earth and atmosphere by carbon pollu-
tion is matched by the contamination 
of our politics by unlimited and often 
hidden fossil fuel industry money, 
threats, and promises. When the ac-
counting comes for what they have 
done to the Government of the United 
States, there will be a lot to answer 
for. 

We are in a heck of a cold snap now, 
as the boundaries of normal weather 
get blown out in all directions by cli-
mate change, but the underlying, 
steady warming trend through all 
these new extremes of hot and cold and 
wet and dry is obvious. 

Here in the United States, everyone 
in the lower 48, except for a few pock-
ets up in the Northwest where things 
stayed fairly steady, has seen hotter 
than average temperatures. This rep-
resents hot. This represents cold. As 
you can see, most of the map matches 
the hot end. These are the mean tem-
perature departures from average for 
January to November 2017. 

Residents of the desert Southwest 
and of coastal Texas and Louisiana and 
much of the Southeast lived through 
their hottest year ever in 2017. Record 
warming is this color. You see it all 
through these areas, record warmest 
temperature. 

Up in the Arctic, where temperatures 
are rising twice as fast as the rest of 
the globe, 2017 was the second hottest 
year ever. In Barrow, AK, the tempera-
ture rose so rapidly that computer al-
gorithms kicked in and flagged the un-
derlying data as suspect. The computer 
felt something must have gone wrong 
with the equipment and flagged the 
data as suspect. In fact, the readings 
were extraordinary, but they were real. 
That was the temperature. 

We also saw a punishing onslaught of 
extreme weather in 2017, making it the 
most expensive disaster year in U.S. 
history, costing nearly $400 billion in 
damages. The United States had aver-
aged fewer than six billion-dollar 
weather-related disasters a year. Be-
tween January and late October 2017, 
we experienced 16, which killed 282 peo-
ple. Final estimates of the devastation 
during 2017 aren’t complete. It may 
prove that 1,000 lost lives are attrib-
utable to Hurricane Maria and its 
aftermath in Puerto Rico. 

The 2017 Atlantic hurricane season 
brought 17 named storms, 10 hurri-
canes, and 6 major hurricanes—those 
with average wind speeds exceeding 115 
miles per hour. 

In August, Hurricane Harvey roared 
ashore with winds over 130 miles per 
hour, dropping more than 60 inches of 
rain over the Houston and Port Arthur 
areas. Areas that aren’t even on the 
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flood maps found themselves flooded. 
Scientists agree that the unprece-
dented Texas deluge was only made 
possible by a warming atmosphere. 

September brought Hurricanes Irma 
and Maria, which ravaged the Carib-
bean, including the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
Puerto Rico, and the Bahamas, as well 
as Florida. Much of Puerto Rico is still 
without power months after the storm. 
Abnormally warm waters in the trop-
ical Atlantic fueled this punishing suc-
cession of storms. 

Out West, 2017’s high temperatures 
and low rainfall created conditions ripe 
for wildfire. 

As of November, more than 6.4 mil-
lion acres had burned—an area roughly 
the size of the Commonwealth of Mas-
sachusetts—making 2017 the third most 
active fire year in history. 

In October, fast-moving wildfires laid 
waste to the California wine country, 
destroying almost 9,000 structures and 
killing more than 40 people. They were 
the costliest fires in U.S. history, 
bringing $9 billion in damage and $85 
billion in economic loss. 

In December, the Thomas fire ex-
ploded across coastal California, burn-
ing over 280,000 acres on its way to be-
coming the largest wildfire in Cali-
fornia history. Notably, fire season 
should have been over by then in Cali-
fornia, extinguished by December’s 
customary winter rains, but not in 
2017. Southern California had near- 
record low rainfall this winter, leaving 
vegetation desiccated and ready to ig-
nite. 

The evidence continued to pile up in 
2017 of the connection between climate 
change and this extreme weather. The 
American Meteorological Society re-
leased a report showing that a major-
ity of extreme weather and climatic 
events in 2016 were influenced by 
human-caused climate change. Indeed, 
the report found that the record aver-
age global temperatures in 2016, the 
record warm waters in the North Pa-
cific, and the record temperatures in 
Asia simply would not have occurred 
without human-caused climate change. 

We should not—as we too often do— 
overlook the oceans. The added carbon 
dioxide in the atmosphere that has run 
up the concentration to 407 parts per 
million alters the ocean’s very chem-
istry. The added heat trapped by that 
carbon dioxide in the atmosphere gets 
picked up by the oceans, and it raises 
ocean temperatures. Warmer, more 
acidic seas destroy coral reefs, displace 
fisheries, and rise along populous 
shores. We measure all this already. 

With all these alarm bells ringing, 
how did the United States respond in 
2017 to the climate crisis? Our newly 
inaugurated President, Donald Trump, 
pointedly ignored the global political 
and scientific consensus that climate 
change poses a grave risk to our way of 
life—a prediction shared by our State 
universities, our National Labora-
tories, our major scientific associa-
tions, and even our military. President 
Trump nominated fossil fuel stooge 

Scott Pruitt to run the Environmental 
Protection Agency. For Energy Sec-
retary, Trump nominated Rick Perry, 
who uses his office to promote fossil 
fuel, even announcing a plan to sub-
sidize the coal industry after private 
meetings with big Trump coal company 
donors. Then there is Ryan Zinke, 
Trump’s Secretary of the Interior, who 
decided to reopen public lands to coal 
mining and wants to roll back the rule 
limiting methane emissions from oil 
and gas drilling on our American pub-
lic lands. It is literally the three 
stooges. 

In May, President Trump announced 
America’s withdrawal from the Paris 
climate agreement, leaving the United 
States the only country on Earth to re-
ject this landmark pact. 

This is not leadership; this is its cor-
rupted opposite. This administration is 
in hock to the fossil fuel industry like 
no other. Trump and his pals haven’t 
drained the swamp; they have jumped 
right in with the biggest swamp mon-
sters of all. 

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce pays 
for a phony ‘‘study’’ claiming the Paris 
Agreement would cost jobs and eco-
nomic growth; Trump pulls us out of 
Paris. The American Petroleum Insti-
tute complains about rules limiting 
methane emissions; Pruitt and Zinke 
try to roll them back. The Auto Alli-
ance complains about fuel efficiency 
standards that the auto companies 
agreed to for American cars; Pruitt 
starts a project to water them down. 
Trump takes money by the shovelful 
from fossil fuel donors, and Pence 
dances on the Koch brothers’ strings. 

Yet 2017 offered reasons to remain op-
timistic. First is the explosion in re-
newable energy. 

In 2017, renewables provided nearly 20 
percent of electricity generation in the 
United States. As wind and solar costs 
fell, utilities across the country—even 
in red States—invested heavily in wind 
and solar. The renewable energy indus-
try hit 3.3 million jobs—more than all 
fossil fuel jobs combined. 

More good news: The leadership void 
left by the corrupted Trump adminis-
tration was filled by thousands of 
State and local governments, busi-
nesses, academic institutions, and faith 
organizations which pledged to honor 
the Paris Agreement and reduce their 
carbon emissions. The States of Cali-
fornia, Connecticut, Hawaii, New York, 
North Carolina, Oregon, Virginia, 
Washington, and, I am proud to say, 
Rhode Island, have all declared that 
they are still in. Alaska announced it 
would meet its goals. What is more, 
California and Washington joined with 
Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa Rica, 
and Mexico to announce a plan to put 
a price on carbon to rein in emissions. 

Businesses in 2017 exercised climate 
leadership in the marketplace. Leading 
asset manager BlackRock helped break 
the back of Exxon’s and Occidental Pe-
troleum’s opposition to shareholder 
resolutions requiring them to report 
their climate risk to their share-

holders. Multinational insurance firm 
AXA announced it would divest from 
its tar sands holdings and stop insuring 
pipelines that transport tar sands oil. 
Credit rating agency Moody’s an-
nounced it will consider climate risk in 
rating coastal communities’ municipal 
bonds. Companies like Microsoft and 
Unilever have their own baked-in, in-
ternal carbon price to help them reduce 
the carbon intensity of their oper-
ations. 

Then there are the court battles. In 
2017, multiple California municipalities 
sued fossil fuel companies under the 
State public nuisance law to seek help 
with the huge adaptation costs they 
face as sea level rises and extreme 
weather becomes more common. 

State attorneys general in Massachu-
setts and New York defeated attempts 
by ExxonMobil to disrupt their fraud 
investigation into whether the com-
pany has been covering up what it 
knew about the risks posed by fossil 
fuels. By the way, at the very end of 
last year, we discovered there were re-
ports through the American Petroleum 
Institute of the dangers of climate 
change from renowned scientists, in-
cluding Edward Teller, going back to 
1959. That is how long this coverup may 
have been going on. 

So these various things that are hap-
pening among businesses, among 
States, among leaders, among other 
countries, among State attorneys gen-
eral, and the courts give me hope for 
2018. The renewable energy revolution 
will continue. It is unstoppable as 
prices drive the market their way. For-
ward-thinking business leaders will re-
alize they must fight for good climate 
policy not just within their own com-
panies but also here in Washington. 
They need to start showing up. Amer-
ica’s courts will provide a forum for 
truth and disclosure—two things very 
scarce in climate denial—which fossil 
fuel companies, for that reason, have 
for years fiercely fought to avoid, but 
judges will insist on answers, plaintiffs 
are entitled to discovery, and lying in 
court gets you punished. 

World and State and local leaders 
have picked up the mantle abandoned 
by Washington Republicans and, who 
knows, there is always hope. Repub-
licans and Democrats in Congress just 
might reflect on 2017—on the hurri-
canes and the wildfires and all the 
changes already taking place in our 
home States; may reflect on what all of 
our home State universities are telling 
us; may look at where young and inde-
pendent voters are on this issue; may 
heed the longstanding warnings of our 
U.S. military and maybe—just maybe— 
step out from under the bullying shad-
ow of the fossil fuel industry and come 
together to solve our climate crisis. 

Here are my 2018 resolutions: Let’s 
put a price on carbon emissions so 
their release into the atmosphere re-
flects the true cost, as market theory 
says it should. This market-based solu-
tion is endorsed by leading thinkers 
and analysts on the left and the right. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:18 Jan 04, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00014 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G03JA6.017 S03JAPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 S

E
N

A
T

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S15 January 3, 2018 
Let’s also launch carbon capture and 
storage, including direct air capture. 
Let’s launch carbon-free advanced nu-
clear technologies. Let’s help America 
lead the world in the fight to stave off 
irreversible climate catastrophe with 
the new technologies that we are the 
world’s best at developing. Finally, for 
coastal States like my home State of 
Rhode Island—which faced the irrev-
ocable upward march of warming seas 
on a warming planet—let’s make sure 
coastal communities have the re-
sources they need to predict and pre-
vent or prepare for the future that 
looms. 

We owe this to our children and to 
our children’s children. We owe it to all 
future generations that will look back 
at us and ask: When it was so obvious, 
how is it possible that the Government 
of the United States—how is it possible 
that this city on a hill—could do noth-
ing but the bidding of the most con-
flicted industry on the planet? In 2018, 
let’s get this right. 

Thank you. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak in morn-
ing business for such time as I may 
consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I begin 
by wishing everyone a happy new year, 
and hopefully everyone had a great 
Christmas. We did. 

I have three observations I wish to 
make about 2018. First, here in Wash-
ington, we are experiencing some real-
ly frigid temperatures this week. Let 
me tell my colleagues that in Okla-
homa, it was even colder there than it 
was here. That is unusual, but it was. 
So we experienced recordbreaking, bit-
ter, cold weather, and it was pretty 
miserable, but the great, warm people 
of Oklahoma had a great Christmas, 
New Year’s, and everything is good. 
Many parts of the country saw 2017 
with the recordbreaking cold weather, 
and meteorologists are predicting more 
recordbreaking cold for the rest of the 
week and the beginning of next week. 

I bring this up to highlight the fact 
that President Trump joked last week 
on Twitter. He said: ‘‘We could use a 
little bit of that good old global warm-
ing.’’ I say it a little bit differently. I 
say: Where is global warming when we 
need it because we sure needed it this 
last week. Well, the alarmists went 
crazy over this. Let me explain what 
an alarmist is. 

Alarmists believe global warming is 
coming due to anthropogenic gases, 
and the world is coming to an end. 

They are the ones who jumped on that, 
and they actually went crazy for not 
understanding the difference between 
weather and climate. 

We keep saying the same thing. 
Every time we go through one of these 
periods where we experience an event 
again, we have the same thing that 
comes up, and we talk about it. Cli-
mate is always changing. We under-
stand that. We actually had a unani-
mous vote on the floor of the Senate, 
saying, yes, climate changes; it has al-
ways changed. Historically, scriptur-
ally, there has always been change. We 
understand that. Anyway, I remember 
I have been criticized for the same 
thing. 

My colleagues might remember, I 
brought a snowball here a couple of 
Februaries ago to show we are not ex-
periencing climate change when it 
snows in February, after we have been 
told for decades that soon we wouldn’t 
have any snow again. 

That was really kind of a fun thing. 
I had some of the pages lined up, and I 
asked: Which one of you guys is the 
most athletic? It happened that the 
guy who raised his hand—they all 
pointed to him and said: He is the guy 
who is most athletic, and he was from 
Oklahoma. So I said: I will tell you 
what I will do. I will take the snowball, 
throw it up there at the Presiding Offi-
cer, and you intercept it. If you don’t 
intercept it, it will be a mess. He inter-
cepted it. It was beautiful. 

Sometimes people have to quit being 
so serious about all of this stuff and re-
alize there are things that are hap-
pening that people need to talk about, 
that are for real, on point. Some might 
remember Al Gore made some pretty 
outrageous claims. Enough years have 
gone by, but he said that by the dead-
lines he pointed out, global warming 
was going to cause all the snow to melt 
on Mount Kilimanjaro. I was not far 
from Kilimanjaro just a few weeks ago, 
and the snow is still there. 

He said that by 2016 the Arctic would 
be completely melted and all the polar 
bears would be extinct. None of that 
happened. The only thing that has hap-
pened, according to an article in the 
New York Times, is that Al Gore has 
now become the first environmental 
billionaire. Critics were quick to jump 
on my case when he did that, and I had 
to remind them that there is a dif-
ference between weather and climate. 

Those same critics are also quick to 
jump on weather events when it sup-
ports their cause. Whenever there is a 
particularly bad tornado in Okla-
homa—and we have bad tornadoes in 
Oklahoma; I have never seen a good 
tornado—there are people who have 
witnessed them, and I am immediately 
asked if this will cause me to change 
my mind about global warming or cli-
mate change. I said: Why? Alarmists 
have been insisting for a long period of 
time that the world is coming to an 
end, and it is coming to an end because 
of global warming. 

After this past hurricane season, I 
was repeatedly ask if I thought climate 

change was to blame for the tragic nat-
ural disasters. Again, I responded: You 
alarmists have been insisting that 
weather isn’t climate; so why do you 
change your position now? 

I am not surprised that we have hur-
ricanes during hurricane season, we 
have tornadoes during tornado season, 
and we have cold and snow during the 
winter. That is not unique to just my 
State of Oklahoma. That is all over the 
country and all over the world. 

We hear constantly that natural dis-
asters are getting worse. Yet, when we 
look at the data, there is no support 
for the conclusion. When category 4 
Hurricane Harvey hit Texas and other 
Gulf States, it was the first major hur-
ricane to make landfall in the conti-
nental United States for 12 years. The 
next largest gap between major hurri-
canes actually lasted only 8 years, and 
that was in the 1860s. Tornado activity 
has also been down in recent years, 
with the latest data of 2016 showing a 
continued low number of tornadoes 
across the United States. I might say 
that this is also true for my State of 
Oklahoma. Since we are experiencing 
recordbreaking cold last week and this 
week in much of the country, we are 
once again reminded that weather is 
not climate. 

So what is happening on the climate 
front? Now, keep in mind that the 
alarmists are the ones saying that the 
world is coming to an end because of 
global warming. They say that we all 
will be burned to death and tempera-
tures are skyrocketing. Over the last 
couple of years, we have been told that 
it was the hottest year on record. We 
have been scolded by the jet-setting 
Hollywood celebrities about our carbon 
footprint, but, again, if we actually 
look at the data, there isn’t support for 
all of this hysteria. 

The Obama administration touted 
2014, 2015, and 2016 as the hottest years 
on record. But the increases are well 
within the margin of error. In 2016, 
NOAA said the Earth warmed by 0.04 
degrees Celsius, and the British Gov-
ernment pegged it at 0.01 Celsius. How-
ever, the margin of error is 0.1 degree, 
not 0.01. So it is all statistically mean-
ingless and below the doom-and-gloom 
temperature predictions from all the 
various models from consensus sci-
entists. 

Now, this is interesting. Steven 
Koonin was appointed Under Secretary 
for Science at the Department of En-
ergy by President Obama. That was 
during the Obama administration. He 
said: ‘‘The Obama administration re-
lentlessly politicized science and ag-
gressively pushed a campaign about 
that politicized science.’’ In other 
words, he used that to make a case 
that is not true, and this comes out of 
his own administration. 

In September 2017, University of Ala-
bama in Huntsville climate scientists 
John Christy and Richard McNider 
published a study showing no accelera-
tion in global warming for the last 23 
years. 
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Their research shows that if you re-

move the climate effects of two vol-
canic eruptions and the El Nino and La 
Nina systems that occurred over the 
last 38 years, there has been no change 
since the early 1990s to the rate of 
warming and that model predictions 
from the IPCC are overstated by about 
double. 

Keep in mind that the IPCC is the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change of the United Nations. They 
started this about 40 years ago, and 
their scientists have been completely 
discredited. 

I remember when that took place in 
Copenhagen. They had one of the big 
annual United Nations parties. At that 
time, Lisa Jackson was Obama’s Ad-
ministrator of the EPA. She knew I 
was going to go there and tell the truth 
to all these people. 

I asked her this question on the pub-
lic record. In the event that I leave 
town and you are going to start regu-
lating global warming, you have to 
first declare that there is an urgency 
to this and you have to use a scientific 
declaration. What science will you use? 

She said: We are going to use the 
IPCC, or the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change. 

As luck would have it, just a matter 
of days after, the IPCC was totally re-
jected. Everyone remembers how they 
had been caught rigging the informa-
tion in terms of weather, and it was 
really quite a mess. 

Going back to Christy’s explanation, 
which just came out the other day, the 
volcanic eruptions cooled the Earth 
when ash, soot, and debris entered the 
atmosphere and sunlight was reflected 
away. ‘‘Those eruptions happened rel-
atively early in our study period, 
which pushed down temperatures in 
the first part of the dataset, which 
caused the overall record to show an 
exaggerated warming trend.’’ 

So we have two respected climate 
scientists using sound science to dis-
credit the so-called consensus sci-
entists. By the way, there are hundreds 
of other scientists out there. One of the 
best known is a guy from MIT named 
Richard Lindzen. He has been very out-
spoken on this. 

So every time we hear people talking 
that ‘‘there is a consensus of science,’’ 
I think we know better. Remember 
that the media does not share the stud-
ies. So quite often they do not say any-
thing about some of the failed prac-
tices being used to draw us to these 
conclusions. I am thankful we have a 
President and an administration that 
refuses to handcuff our economy with 
policies based on overblown headlines. 

So while we continue to have torna-
does in May, hurricanes in the fall, and 
bitterly cold temperatures in the win-
ter, we must remember that the cli-
mate has been stable over the last few 
decades, and we shouldn’t give in to 
the fearmongers out there. Rather, we 
should focus on actual threats to 
American families, like the regime 
which calls for ‘‘death to America’’ and 
‘‘death to Israel.’’ 

IRAN 
Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, one 

week ago today, the men and women of 
Iran began protesting in the streets. It 
began with people speaking out against 
a sluggish economy, and economic 
growth does not exist in Iran. People 
finally got fed up with it. Keep in mind 
that the country of Iran is still recog-
nized as the financial backbone of ter-
rorism throughout the world. 

The State media in Iran has reported 
that over 20 individuals have died in 
these protests for their own freedom 
and over 450 have been arrested since 
the regime’s violent crackdown against 
the protesters. Let’s keep in mind what 
they are protesting for. They just want 
some of the freedoms they know other 
countries have, and right now they 
don’t see any other way to make this 
happen. 

In an act that defies transparency 
and democratic principles, the regime 
has shut down social media and mes-
saging sites, limiting the flow of infor-
mation about the protests. In other 
words, they are not letting the outside 
world know what is going on there. 
Iran clearly thinks they can get away 
with this flagrant disregard of human 
rights, and why shouldn’t they? Under 
the Obama administration, Iran was 
able to violently crack down on demo-
cratic protesters in 2009, to continue 
ballistic missile tests in violation of 
U.N. resolutions, and to finance ter-
rorist organizations in the region with-
out international condemnation or re-
percussions. Remember, Iran is the fi-
nancial backbone of terrorism in that 
part of the world. 

Just last month we learned how the 
Obama administration undermined law 
enforcement efforts against 
Hezbollah’s drug trafficking oper-
ations. Hezbollah is well-known to be a 
proxy of Iran. Everybody knows it is a 
terrorist organization. But rather than 
going after the financial backing of a 
known terrorist organization, Obama 
swept it under the rug. His focus was 
on creating and then protecting the 
flawed Iran nuclear deal—a deal Obama 
promised would end Iran’s aggressive 
behavior in the region and promote re-
forms in Iran through economic oppor-
tunity. 

The actual results of the deal have 
never been clearer. The ruling elite of 
Tehran continues their aggressive be-
havior by putting their nation’s re-
sources toward supporting Assad’s re-
gime in Syria, testing ballistic mis-
siles, and committing human rights 
abuses against women and religious 
minorities. It is no wonder that free-
dom-loving men and women in Iran 
seek meaningful change. 

Fortunately, President Trump has al-
ready been clear that the United States 
stands behind the rights of Iranian citi-
zens for peaceful protests. 

Maybe the Ayatollah doesn’t recall 
or didn’t get the message from Presi-
dent Trump when he was sworn in last 
year: Under President Trump, America 
is the leader of the free world again— 

standing up for common, human dig-
nity and democratic values. He has 
backed up his support with action, 
weighing additional sanctions against 
the regime and having U.N. Ambas-
sador Nikki Haley—who is doing a 
great job, by the way—call for emer-
gency U.N. meetings to address the 
human rights concerns. 

I support his efforts and look forward 
to working with the President and his 
administration to enact any needed 
sanctions against Iran in order to ad-
vance freedom and democracy. 

f 

TAX REFORM BILL AND 
GOVERNMENT REGULATION 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I men-
tioned that there were three things I 
wanted to address for this new year. 
The third is tax reform. 

We are approaching 1 year under 
President Trump’s administration, and 
we are already seeing the benefits of 
tax reform and cutting harmful regula-
tions. 

The comprehensive tax reform legis-
lation passed by Congress last month 
will allow American families to keep 
more of their hard-earned money— 
which we had been talking about for a 
long time—and it will make it easier 
for businesses to grow and hire more 
hardworking people. 

Already, businesses across the coun-
try—such as American Airlines, South-
west Air, Boeing, Comcast, Wells 
Fargo, AT&T, and Express Employ-
ment Professionals, headquartered in 
Oklahoma City, in my State of Okla-
homa—have announced investments in 
their employees and businesses as a re-
sult of the tax bill. 

Clearly, the tax reform will com-
pound the economic growth we have al-
ready seen as a result of President 
Trump’s consistent efforts to cut regu-
lations his first year. 

Following the severe economic reces-
sion of 2008 and uncertainty in the fu-
ture, many companies had chosen not 
to invest in their business or their em-
ployees. During the Obama administra-
tion, Federal bureaucrats unleashed 
hundreds of regulations that increased 
the cost of doing business, stifling job 
creation, and the result was obvious. 

According to a report by the Heritage 
Foundation, by 2015 Obama’s regula-
tions were costing taxpayers over $100 
billion a year. With these limitations 
on job creators, it is no surprise that 
the average GDP growth under Presi-
dent Obama was just a little over 1.5 
percent—no matter that previously, 
throughout history, in the United 
States it has consistently been about 3 
percent. 

In less than 1 year, by directing Fed-
eral agencies to delay, withdraw, or in-
validate 1,600 planned regulatory ac-
tions, President Trump has done what 
President Obama was unable to do in 8 
years; that is, to restore the confidence 
of the American business community. 
He did this by reversing the Obama 
regulations. I have one—in fact, I have 
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