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2011, the Memphis sanitation workers 
were inducted into the Department of 
Labor’s Labor Hall of Honor. 

Senator ALEXANDER has introduced a 
resolution—S. Res. 404—to commemo-
rate the 50th anniversary of the Mem-
phis sanitation workers’ strike, and I 
am honored to be an original cosponsor 
of the measure. 

Every February, we celebrate Black 
History Month because stories like this 
one are too often lost or overlooked. 
Every child in America learns about 
the greatness of our country: the demo-
cratic principles that birthed us; our 
victories in battle throughout two 
World Wars; the American ingenuity 
that led to the invention of the auto-
mobile, the plane, the personal com-
puter. But how often do our children 
learn about the difficult and dark peri-
ods of our history, wherein Thomas 
Jefferson’s proclamation that ‘‘all men 
are created equal’’ was reserved only 
for those with White skin? How often 
do they learn about the sacrifices of 
those who demanded that we actually 
live up to the ideals on which we were 
founded? How often do they learn that 
greatness, equality, and justice has al-
ways come with a price in this coun-
try—and that price has often been paid 
disproportionately by men and women 
of color? 

Black History Month is a solemn re-
minder of these truths. This month is a 
reminder of what the Black community 
has long understood—that, in the 
words of Frederick Douglass, ‘‘if there 
is no struggle, there is no progress.’’ 
And it is a reminder that we all have a 
responsibility, to our country and to 
each other, to be part of the struggle, 
and through it, part of the progress. 

We must rise to honor that struggle. 
Doing so begins with celebrating the 
Americans who shouldered its burden, 
and Frederick Douglass is, in fact, a 
tremendous example. 

Frederick Douglass was born in 
Maryland around 1818. He learned to 
read and write in Baltimore before es-
caping slavery. Despite unknowable 
hardship and systemic discrimination, 
he went on to become one of the most 
influential writers, orators, and aboli-
tionists of his time. Though Douglass 
fiercely and vocally opposed slavery, 
he would want us to remember that he 
stood for the rights of all Americans 
regardless of race, color, religion, gen-
der, or national origin. These views— 
revolutionary for the time—earned him 
increasing prominence, leading to 1872, 
when Victoria Woodhull chose him as 
her Vice Presidential nominee. Fred-
erick Douglass was the first Black 
American ever to hold such a title. 

We also celebrate Harriet Tubman 
who, with sheer grit and courage, not 
only escaped slavery, but dedicated her 
life to saving countless men, women, 
and children from it. ‘‘I had reasoned 
this out in my mind, there was one of 
two things I had a right to: liberty or 
death,’’ she famously said. ‘‘If I could 
not have one, I would have the other.’’ 

As one of the Underground Railroad’s 
most effective conductors, Harriet 

Tubman was given the nickname 
‘‘Moses’’ for how dogged and devoted 
she was to shepherding her people to 
safety. Tubman went on to become a 
Union spy during the Civil War and an 
iconic suffragist thereafter. 

We celebrate scientists and inventors 
like Baltimore’s own Benjamin 
Banneker, a self-taught mathematician 
and astronomer, and author of several 
groundbreaking almanacs; or Dr. Shir-
ley Jackson, whose discoveries in the 
field of theoretical physics paved the 
way for the invention of the touch-tone 
telephone, solar panel cells, and fiber- 
optic cable; or Marie Van Brittan 
Brown, a nurse by profession, who in-
vented the first home security system; 
or George Carruthers, a member of the 
National Inventors Hall of Fame, who 
invented the ultraviolet camera, allow-
ing scientists at the National Aero-
nautics & Space Administration, 
NASA, to observe more of the universe, 
forever changing our perception and 
understanding of it. 

We also celebrate the countless men 
and women whose names and heroism 
will never grace the history books, 
such as the Memphis sanitation work-
ers. Throughout the American Revolu-
tion and the Civil War, from Recon-
struction to today, for every civil 
rights leader or scientist we can name, 
there have been thousands we could 
not name. 

In our eagerness to validate the im-
portance of this month, let us not re-
duce Black history to stories about in-
dividuals—as important as they are— 
and forget the broader truth, that the 
Black community, as a whole, deserves 
to have its collective story told, not 
just this month, but every month. Let 
our history books reflect the experi-
ences of all those who suffered dis-
crimination in silence, who endured 
civil rights abuses without recognition, 
who sat in and stood up to oppression 
without accolade. 

Such individuals would be the first to 
tell us that there is a lot of work left 
to do. Systemic prejudice is a specter 
that haunts us still today through 
practices like racial profiling. I have 
introduced a bill, S. 411—the End Ra-
cial and Religious Profiling Act—which 
would eliminate this harmful practice 
and offer resources for more police 
training, mandate greater account-
ability, and provide legal recourse for 
Americans who have been unduly 
profiled; yet this bill remains in the 
Judiciary Committee, with no hearing 
held on it so far, while too many Afri-
can Americans and other people of 
color continue to be unjustly targeted. 

The Voting Rights Act, which safe-
guarded every citizen’s fundamental 
right to vote, was upended by the Su-
preme Court’s decision in 2013’s Shelby 
v. Holder. It is up to Congress to rem-
edy that decision with a new, updated 
law, and it is up to the people of this 
country to hold this body accountable 
for passing it. For my part, I will do 
everything in my power to make that a 
greater priority. 

Fifty years after the Memphis sanita-
tion workers’ strike, the Southern Pov-
erty Law Center, SPLC, has released a 
deeply troubling report, ‘‘Teaching 
Hard History: American Slavery,’’ 
which traces today’s persistent racial 
tensions to the failure of our schools to 
teach students properly about the 
great stain of slavery in America. Ac-
cording to the SPLC, ‘‘Schools are not 
adequately teaching the history of 
American slavery, educators are not 
sufficiently prepared to teach it, text-
books do not have enough material 
about it, and—as a result—students 
lack a basic knowledge of the impor-
tant role it played in shaping the 
United States and the impact it con-
tinues to have on race relations in 
America.’’ 

So, yes, we still have much work to 
do, even 155 years after the Emanci-
pation Proclamation and 50 years after 
the Memphis sanitation workers’ 
strike; yet Dr. King believed in us. De-
spite all of our faults and shortcomings 
and all the hardship Dr. King witnessed 
and endured, he believed in this coun-
try. We should, too. This Black History 
Month, we vow not to let him—or the 
countless others whose names we will 
never know—down. We will march for-
ward together, united, just as those 
sanitation workers and their sup-
porters did 50 years ago, compelled by 
a shared desire to see justice ‘‘roll 
down like waters and righteousness 
like a mighty stream,’’ as the Prophet 
Amos put it, Amos 5:24. We will pause 
to reflect on the legacy of the civil 
rights hero who showed us all the path 
forward, the man who pointed all 
Americans in the direction of the 
Promised Land. It is up to us to reach 
it. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, and the 
motions to reconsider be considered 
made and laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 404) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of February 13, 
2018, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

HONORING THE DEDICATION AND 
COURAGE OF THE BUFFALO SOL-
DIERS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee be dis-
charged from further consideration of 
S. Res. 409 and the Senate proceed to 
its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 409) honoring the 
dedication and courage of the Buffalo Sol-
diers. 
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There being no objection, the Senate 

proceeded to consider the resolution. 
Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 

unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 409) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in the RECORD of February 15, 
2018, under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

EXPRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF MARCH 21, 2018 
AS ‘‘NATIONAL ROSIE THE RIV-
ETER DAY’’ 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 418, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 418) expressing sup-
port for the designation of March 21, 2018 as 
‘‘National Rosie the Riveter Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 418) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

MEASURE READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 1865 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
understand that there is a bill at the 
desk, and I ask for its first reading. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The lead-
er is correct. 

The clerk will read the bill by title 
for the first time. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 1865) to amend the Commu-
nications Act of 1934 to clarify that section 
230 of such Act does not prohibit the enforce-
ment against providers and users of inter-
active computer services of Federal and 
State criminal and civil law relating to sex-
ual exploitation of children or sex traf-
ficking, and for other purposes. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I now ask for a 
second reading and, in order to place 
the bill on the calendar under the pro-
visions of rule XIV, I object to my own 
request. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion having been heard, the bill will be 
read for the second time on the next 
legislative day. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, 
notwithstanding rule XXII, I ask unan-
imous consent that at 11:45 a.m. on 
Thursday, March 1, the Senate vote on 
confirmation of the Quattlebaum nom-
ination, and that if confirmed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table and the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action. I further ask that fol-
lowing disposition of the Quattlebaum 
nomination, the Senate vote on the 
Scholer and Self cloture motions, and 
that following the cloture vote on the 
Self nomination, the time until 1:30 
p.m. be equally divided prior to the clo-
ture vote on the Doughty nomination. 
I further ask that if cloture is invoked 
on any of the nominations, the 
postcloture time be yielded back, the 
confirmation votes, in the order in-
voked, occur at 5:30 p.m. on Monday, 
March 5, and that if confirmed, the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 

and laid upon the table and the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, to 
sum it up, for the information of all 
Senators, the Senate will conduct 
three rollcall votes at 11:45 a.m. tomor-
row and a fourth vote at 1:30 p.m. This 
will be the last vote of the week, and 
Senators should plan to return for 
three votes at 5:30 p.m. on Monday. 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, MARCH 
1, 2018 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, March 
1; further, that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed. Finally, I ask that fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session and resume 
consideration of the Quattlebaum nom-
ination under the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10 A.M. 
TOMORROW 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:46 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
March 1, 2018, at 10 a.m. 

f 

CONFIRMATION 

Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate February 28, 2018: 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 

RUSSELL VOUGHT, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE DEPUTY DIREC-
TOR OF THE OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET. 
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