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it is not clear that they had tools that 
would have allowed them to confiscate 
the shooter’s weapons. So one of the 
things we must do is ensure that every 
State has what are known as red flag 
laws—laws which allow courts to issue 
time-limited restraining orders to re-
strict access to firearms when there is 
evidence that an individual is planning 
to harm themself or others. 

It is also long past time that we im-
prove our background check system to 
close loopholes and ensure that people 
who are already legally barred from 
owning guns cannot easily access 
them—a step that we know is sup-
ported by the vast majority of Ameri-
cans. 

Studies have shown the correlation 
between gun violence and people with a 
history of domestic violence. We must 
close loopholes that enable domestic 
abusers to access guns. 

Additionally, for too long, the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention 
have been barred from conducting pub-
lic health research on gun violence. We 
must change that. 

Finally, from banning the use of 
bump stocks to raising the purchasing 
age of semiautomatic weapons to 21, we 
must look at responsible steps to re-
duce access to deadly weapons of war 
that fire at high rates and inflict mas-
sive harm. 

No one gun safety measure is perfect, 
and no gun safety measure will stop 
every act of gun violence, but that 
should not stop us from taking action. 
After all, we take public health meas-
ures all the time that don’t prevent all 
diseases but vastly reduce the inci-
dence of them. 

In a country with a government of, 
by, and for the people, it is simply an 
outrage to suggest that there is noth-
ing the people who govern themselves 
can do to ensure that their gun safety 
laws evolve as firearm technology cre-
ates weapons of increasing lethality. I 
also refuse to accept the notion that 
we cannot pass any law to address gun 
safety because it is too hard or the 
challenges are too insurmountable. 
That has not stopped our Nation be-
fore, and it shouldn’t now. 

Students in Parkland and young peo-
ple across the country are speaking out 
and making clear that they don’t want 
to live this way. They don’t want the 
horror that they experienced to be in-
flicted on more of their peers. These 
young voices are speaking up and 
sparking a conversation that has been 
absent or has been pushed to the way-
side for far too long. It is up to us to 
meet them in this moment. 

The purpose of self-government is to 
make sure that we all do, in fact, feel 
safe and valued and that we each have 
a chance to build a life for ourselves. 
Let’s take action to give all of our citi-
zens those opportunities and keep our 
people safe from senseless acts of gun 
violence. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-

jority leader. 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, like all 
great cities, Chicago is a city of neigh-
borhoods, and one of its most storied 
neighborhoods is an enclave on the 
South Side. It is called Bronzeville. 
Bronzeville was born a century ago, 
during the first wave of the Great Mi-
gration, when tens of thousands of Af-
rican Americans left the oppression of 
Jim Crow laws and lynching in the 
Deep South and headed north, to Chi-
cago, in search of industrial jobs. By 
1920, Bronzeville was home to so many 
African-American-owned businesses 
that it took on a prestigious new mon-
iker: ‘‘Black Metropolis.’’ 

Among the famous African Ameri-
cans who called Bronzeville home were 
Ida B. Wells, journalist, civil rights ac-
tivist, and cofounder of the NAACP; 
Bessie Coleman, the first African- 
American woman pilot; and Rube Fos-
ter, founder of the Negro National 
Baseball League, the league that gave 
America such greats as Josh Gibson, 
Cool Papa Bell, and the legendary 
Satchel Paige. 

Black History Month, which America 
celebrates each February, also has its 
roots in Bronzeville. It began as a mod-
est proposal, but it seemed revolu-
tionary at the time. In 1926, the distin-
guished historian and journalist Carter 
G. Woodson launched America’s first 
Negro History Week. 

Carter Woodson, the ‘‘father of Black 
history,’’ had earned his bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees from the University of 
Chicago in 1908. He had gone on to be-
come only the second African Amer-
ican ever—after W.E.B. DuBois—to 
earn a doctorate from Harvard Univer-
sity. Years of studying history con-
vinced Carter Woodson that the con-
tributions of African Americans were, 
in his words, ‘‘overlooked, ignored, and 
even suppressed by the writers of his-
tory textbooks and the teachers who 
use them.’’ The result, he believed, was 
an incomplete and inaccurate account 
of history that perpetuated racial in-
equality and stunted the dreams of 
many African Americans. So Carter 
Woodson made it his life’s mission to 
fill in the missing chapters in Amer-
ica’s history books. He returned to Chi-
cago often, almost always staying in 
Bronzeville at the Wabash YMCA, the 
first African-American Y in the United 
States. 

In 1915 in Chicago, he and four other 
African-American historians founded 
the Association for the Study of Negro 
Life and History, later renamed the 
‘‘Association for the Study of African 
American Life and History.’’ In 1916, 

the association began publishing The 
Journal of Negro History, ‘‘particu-
larly targeted those responsible for the 
education of black children.’’ 

Woodson chose the second week in 
February to mark Negro History 
Week—to commemorate the birthdays 
of the great abolitionist Frederick 
Douglass and the ‘‘Great Emancipator’’ 
Abraham Lincoln. 

In the 1970s, Negro History Week be-
came Black History Month. 

As we near the end of this year’s 
Black History Month, I want to tell 
you about an amazing woman from the 
Chicago area who is making history 
today by helping to free women and 
children from modern-day slavery. Her 
name is Marian Hatcher, and she fol-
lows in the footsteps of two earlier 
‘‘she-roes’’ of American history: So-
journer Truth and Harriet Tubman. 

Sojourner Truth was born in upstate 
New York in 1797, three decades before 
that State abolished slavery. She was 
separated from her family at 9, and she 
was bought and sold four times before 
escaping to freedom with her infant 
daughter in 1826. 

She began her life as a free woman 
working first as an itinerant preacher. 
She later became an outspoken advo-
cate for abolition, civil rights, and 
women’s rights. When the Civil War 
broke out, Sojourner Truth urged 
young men to join the Union cause and 
organized supplies for Black troops. 
For her efforts, she was invited to meet 
President Lincoln in the White House 
in 1864. 

After the war, Sojourner Truth 
moved to Washington, DC to work with 
the Freedmen’s Bureau, helping freed 
slaves find jobs and build new lives. In 
the mid-1860s—90 years before the 
Montgomery bus boycott—a Wash-
ington streetcar conductor tried vio-
lently to block her from riding his car. 
Sojourner Truth insisted that he be ar-
rested and tried. 

Harriet Tubman was born in Mary-
land to enslaved parents around 1820— 
the youngest of nine children. She es-
caped to freedom in the North in 1949 
and became one of the most famous 
and fearless ‘‘conductors’’ on the Un-
derground Railroad. She risked her life 
repeatedly to return to the South and 
lead hundreds of slaves, including her 
own parents, to freedom. 

Harriet Tubman risked her life again 
during the Civil War to work as a 
Union Army cook and nurse—and later 
as an armed scout and spy. Many called 
her Moses for her fierce courage in 
leading others out of bondage. 

Marian Hatcher is a sort of modern- 
day Moses. Like Sojourner Truth and 
Harriet Tubman, she knows the pain 
and despair that comes from being 
bought and sold like a commodity. For 
2 years, she was trafficked for sex by a 
violent pimp. And like Sojourner Truth 
and Harriet Tubman, Marian Hatcher 
escaped her bondage, and she has dedi-
cated her life to helping other traf-
ficked persons regain their freedom 
and dignity. 
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Let me tell you about this incredible 

woman. Marian Hatcher grew up in a 
home with loving, supportive parents. 
She earned a finance degree from Loy-
ola University. She was married and 
had five children. But Marian also had 
painful secrets, including a history of 
childhood sexual abuse, untreated de-
pression, and a husband—a former Vice 
Lords gang member—who beat her. 

Marian started smoking crack to 
ease her pain. When she could no 
longer stand the beatings from her hus-
band, she left her family and survived 
for 2 years by working as a prostitute. 
Her pimp gave her crack so she 
wouldn’t return to her family. On 
Mother’s Day, he gave her extra crack 
because she grieved so deeply for the 
children she had left behind. 

During those 2 years on the street, 
Marian was beaten and raped more 
times than she can count. She was in 
and out of jail repeatedly. As she says, 
‘‘I tried to smoke enough crack to bust 
my heart, but God would not let me 
die. He had another plan for me.’’ 

That plan began to unfold in 2004, 
when Marian was arrested again—this 
time for violating probation on a drug 
charge. She expected to be treated like 
a criminal. Instead, in the Cook Coun-
ty jail, Marian Hatcher found the com-
passion and care she needed to begin to 
heal from her trauma and rebuild her 
life. 

The Cook County Women’s Rehabili-
tative Alternative Probation, WRAP, 
Drug Court—one of the Nation’s most 
successful drug courts—took a chance 
on Marian. A judge there sentenced 
Marian to a jail-based, therapeutic 
treatment designed specifically for 
women struggling with trauma and 
substance abuse. When Marian was re-
leased 18 months later, she began work-
ing as a volunteer with that same pro-
gram. She was so good that the Cook 
County Sheriffs Office hired her to 
work full time at the jail. She has 
never left. 

Fourteen years later, Marian Hatcher 
has been promoted five times. She is 
now coordinator of the Cook County 
Sheriff’s Office pioneering efforts to 
combat human trafficking, and she is 
one of America’s leading experts on 
how to help victims of sex trafficking 
to escape that life and heal from the 
trauma. On behalf of her boss, Cook 
County sheriff Tom Dart, she has re-
cruited a network of more than 100 law 
enforcement agencies, including the 
FBI, as well as research and nonprofits 
groups, to work together to reduce the 
demand for sex trafficking and pros-
titution. 

Like Sojourner Truth, she is also an 
ordained minister. 

Her work has won acclaim and re-
spect. Marian Hatcher received a Presi-
dential Achievement Award from 
President Barack Obama. Oprah has 
told her story. She has spoken on 
human trafficking at the United Na-
tions and participated in President 
Jimmy Carter’s summit to end traf-
ficking globally. And just before 

Christmas, the Governor of Illinois 
granted Marian Hatcher clemency for 
offenses in her old life—official rec-
ognition of her tireless work to break 
the chains of bondage for others. 

I have introduced a bill to expand the 
availability of trauma-informed care 
for survivors of gun violence and other 
forms of trauma and toxic stress. Mar-
ian Hatcher’s remarkable redemption 
is proof that such care can help to heal 
shattered lives and help break the 
cycle of recidivism that too often re-
sults from untreated childhood trauma. 

Like Sojourner Truth and Harriet 
Tubman, Marian Hatcher struggles 
with chronic, painful health conditions 
as the result of the beatings and abuse 
she endured. She also lives with mul-
tiple sclerosis and fibromyalgia, and 
she is a cancer survivor. There are days 
when every step she takes hurts. But 
she never stops working to end the 
modern-day slavery that is sex traf-
ficking. I respect her greatly and am 
proud to tell her story during this 
Black History month. 

f 

BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I wish to 
submit to the Senate the budget 
scorekeeping report for February 2018. 
The report compares current-law levels 
of spending and revenues with the 
amounts the Senate agreed to in the 
budget resolution for fiscal year 2018, 
H. Con. Res. 71. This information is 
necessary for the Senate Budget Com-
mittee to determine whether budget 
points of order lie against pending leg-
islation. The Republican staff of the 
Senate Budget Committee and the Con-
gressional Budget Office, CBO, pre-
pared this report pursuant to section 
308(b) of the Congressional Budget Act, 
CBA. 

The enforceable levels included in 
this report reflect all of the numerical 
adjustments made to the resolution 
since its passage. The information con-
tained in this report captures legisla-
tive activity from the passage of the 
budget resolution through February 26, 
2018. 

Republican Budget Committee staff 
prepared tables 1–4 of this report. 

Table 1 gives the amount by which 
each Senate authorizing committee ex-
ceeds or is below its allocation for 
budget authority and outlays under the 
most recently adopted budget resolu-
tion. This information is used for en-
forcing committee allocations pursu-
ant to section 302 of the CBA. For this 
reporting period, 11 of the 16 author-
izing committees are in compliance 
with their allocations. As previously 
reported, the Senate Veterans’ Affairs, 
Energy and Natural Resources, and 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen-
sions Committees remain in breach of 
their allocations. Since my last report 
on January 18, 2018, both the Finance 
and Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry Committees have increased 
spending beyond allowable levels. 
Through the enactment of both the 

fourth continuing resolution, H.R. 195, 
P.L. 115–120, and the Bipartisan Budget 
Act of 2018, BBA18, H.R. 1892, P.L. 115– 
123, which contained packages of 
healthcare extenders, the Finance 
Committee breached its allocation by 
$76.9 billion in budget authority and 
$7.8 billion in outlays over 10 years. En-
actment of the BBA18 also produced 
the Agriculture Committee breach. 
That law changed the treatment of 
seed cotton, dairy, and livestock under 
Federal farm programs, increasing 
both budget authority and outlays by 
$1.2 billion over the 2018–2027 period. 

Table 2 gives the amount by which 
the Senate Committee on Appropria-
tions is below or exceeds the statutory 
spending limits. This information is 
used to determine points of order re-
lated to the spending caps found in sec-
tion 312 and section 314 of the CBA. 
While no full-year appropriations bills 
have been enacted for fiscal year 2018, 
subcommittees are charged with per-
manent and advanced appropriations 
that first become available in that year 
and any full-year standalone provisions 
included in continuing resolutions. 
This table reflects one change from my 
January report. The continuing resolu-
tion portion of the BBA18 included full- 
year authority for the Secretary of En-
ergy to draw down and sell oil from the 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve, reducing 
budget authority and outlays by $315 
million in 2018. 

The budget resolution contains two 
points of order limiting the use of 
changes in mandatory programs in ap-
propriations bills, CHIMPS. Tables 3 
and 4 show compliance with fiscal year 
2018 limits for overall CHIMPS and the 
Crime Victims Fund CHIMP, respec-
tively. This information is used for de-
termining points of order under sec-
tions 4102 and 4103 of H. Con. Res. 71, 
respectively. Notably, there have not 
been any full-year bills enacted thus 
far for fiscal year 2018 that include 
CHIMPS. 

In addition to the tables provided by 
Budget Committee Republican staff, I 
am submitting CBO tables, which I will 
use to enforce budget totals approved 
by the Congress. 

CBO provided a spending and revenue 
report for fiscal year 2018, which helps 
enforce aggregate spending levels in 
budget resolutions under CBA section 
311. In its report, CBO annualizes the 
temporary effects of the latest con-
tinuing resolution, which provides 
funding through March 23, 2018. For the 
enforcement of budgetary aggregates, 
the Budget Committee excludes this 
temporary funding. As such, the com-
mittee views current-law levels as 
being $814.6 billion and $463.7 billion 
below budget resolution levels for 
budget authority and outlays, respec-
tively. Details on fiscal year 2018 levels 
can be found in CBO’s second table. 

Current-law revenues continue to be 
in excess of the levels assumed by the 
budget resolution. On-budget revenue 
levels currently exceed assumed levels 
by $3.5 billion in fiscal year 2018, $41.9 
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