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thing. In Corpus Christi recently, I vis-
ited with the owners of Groomer’s Sea-
food, who plan to expand distribution 
facilities serving thousands of res-
taurants statewide. American Bank in 
Corpus Christi is projecting that it can 
lend an additional $120 million as a re-
sult of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act. That 
is money it can lend to small busi-
nesses to grow or start a new business. 
In San Antonio, my hometown, Cox 
Manufacturing will move up construc-
tion of a new 8,000-square-foot plant. In 
Amarillo, up in the Panhandle of 
Texas, Happy State Bank made news to 
go with its name, which is higher hour-
ly pay. In Lumberton, TX, the women 
running an engineering company called 
Leak Sealers paid tax savings forward 
to employees, calling on other busi-
nesses to do the same. 

Our colleagues here in Washington 
who voted against the Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act made a big mistake. I think 
they are beginning to realize that now, 
as the good news is rolling in. They 
have mostly kept quiet in terms of the 
criticism they lodged against the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act as we were debating 
it because they can’t deny the facts, 
and they can’t deny what is happening 
all across America—more take-home 
pay, more jobs, more money being in-
vested and coming back home from 
overseas, and its generally being a very 
positive piece of legislation. 

Some have said—like Ms. PELOSI— 
that the tax cuts we passed just help 
job creators and give crumbs to others, 
but that is not true. Individuals will 
benefit from lower rates across the 
board. They will see an increase in the 
standard deduction and the child tax 
credit too. 

One overlooked part of the law will 
help bring investments and jobs to dis-
tressed communities, creating oppor-
tunity zones in every State. That is 
something our colleague Senator SCOTT 
championed and made sure was part of 
the bill. 

So, Mr. President, amidst our pain, 
anguish, and the horror of terrible inci-
dents like that which occurred in Park-
land, FL, there is good news to be 
found, but it is hard to focus on the 
good news when our constituents are 
looking at us and asking what we are 
going to do to make sure that the next 
potential mass shooting is prevented 
and that we have done everything in 
our power to try to stop it. I am not 
sure we will be able to stop all of them, 
but we can stop some of them. We can 
make sure that incidents like that 
which occurred in Sutherland Springs, 
TX—that somebody who is already ille-
gally disqualified from purchasing a 
firearm doesn’t get their hands on one. 

Well, we know what we have to do, 
and what I am asking all of our col-
leagues to do—including the Demo-
cratic leader, Senator SCHUMER, who is 
a cosponsor of Fix NICS, along with 
the Republican majority leader—let’s 
do this. Let’s pass this bill. We could 
do it in one day, give people an oppor-
tunity to debate it and vote on it. If we 

keep looking for the perfect and make 
sure that the perfect is somehow the 
enemy of the good, we will end up with 
nothing. But we can’t end up with 
nothing. America deserves something 
that will make a difference. The people 
in Parkland, FL, and in Sutherland 
Springs, TX, deserve something better, 
and I believe that Fix NICS is the best 
place to start. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oregon. 
f 

REPUBLICAN TAX BILL 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, we 
heard a whole lot about the tax bill the 
Republicans passed, and it basically 
works like this: We borrow $1.5 trillion 
from our children and we give that 
money to the richest Americans. And 
then when there is a little bit of help 
for middle-class workers—and I mean a 
little—we say: Well, that is really cool. 

I like that we are doing a little for 
the middle class, but I don’t like the 
fact that for every dime to help a mid-
dle-class worker, we gave away a dollar 
to the richest Americans. In other 
words, America has been robbed in the 
biggest bank heist ever, and then it 
was justified by distributing a modest 
amount to our workers. Even then, 
they included a provision that will 
drive up the premiums for healthcare 
by more than 10 percent next year, on 
top of whatever rises are driven by the 
drug companies. So whatever modest 
gain there is for the middle class is 
wiped out by more expensive 
healthcare in America. 

So we hear these big, sophisticated 
arguments: Oh, well, a worker here or 
there got a bonus. A worker here or 
there got their wages increased. But 
they don’t tell you that they gave $1 
trillion to the richest Americans. Why 
not? Why not be honest about the 
whole entire scope of this tax rip-off, 
borrowing from our children to enrich 
the richest Americans? 

As one House Member said, here is 
what this is all about: This is about the 
fact that my rich donors won’t vote for 
me and won’t support me in the next 
election unless I vote to give them all 
this money. 

That is what happened here, and it is 
not OK because we see the con-
sequences. We have a budget that at-
tacks the foundations for families to 
thrive. It takes a trillion dollars out of 
healthcare. Well, that trillion dollars 
went to the richest Americans. Then 
the President gets to the budget and 
takes a trillion dollars out of 
healthcare, takes money out of afford-
able housing. Housing is a very impor-
tant foundation for families to thrive. 
So it attacks healthcare and housing, 
and then it attacks public education. 

Quite frankly, because all those re-
sources were taken off the table that 
could have been invested in infrastruc-
ture and jobs in America, it also under-
mines the concept of a living-wage job, 
which is the principle that nobody who 

works full time in America should live 
in poverty in America. 

The majority has conducted the big-
gest bank heist in history, and they 
come to the floor and defend this time 
and time again without sharing the 
honest facts with the American people, 
as I have just shared them with you. 

f 

THE RIGHT TO ORGANIZE 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, let’s 
turn to another attack on workers. Our 
entire Constitution had a theme, had a 
mission statement, and that mission 
statement was ‘‘we the people,’’ gov-
ernment of, by, and for the people. My 
colleagues might be surprised to dis-
cover that the Constitution didn’t say 
‘‘we the privileged; we the wealthy; we 
the well-connected; we the powerful’’ 
because they bring bill after bill to the 
floor of the Senate that is exactly gov-
ernment of, by, and for the wealthy 
and the well-connected. 

Now we see that the Supreme Court 
is getting in on the act in this effort to 
undermine the ability of workers to or-
ganize, to get a fair share of the wealth 
that they create. 

Former President Jimmy Carter once 
said: 

Every advance in this half-century—Social 
Security, civil rights, Medicare, aid to edu-
cation, one after another—came with the 
support and leadership of American labor. 

Well, he was absolutely right. I would 
also add a few more things to the list, 
such as 8-hour workdays, the 40-hour 
workweek, overtime pay, the minimum 
wage, family and sick leave, health and 
safety working standards. When work-
ers have organized, they have fought 
for better conditions for every Amer-
ican—better pay, better safety, better 
and fair working conditions—and 
America is a better nation because of 
it. It is a much better nation because 
of the men and women of the labor 
movement who have fought tirelessly 
to ensure that our country lives up to 
that ‘‘we the people’’ vision statement. 
Thanks to their work, an honest day’s 
work means an honest day’s pay for 
millions of Americans. But that is ex-
actly what the Supreme Court is poised 
to undo. All the powerful and the privi-
leged—they want even more squeezed 
out of the workers, so they have spent 
decades really demonizing and attack-
ing the ability of workers to organize. 

During the three decades after World 
War II, workers got a fair share of the 
wealth they were creating. Their wages 
went up as productivity went up, and it 
turned out that this is good for busi-
ness as well because workers who have 
paychecks are able to buy products, 
and then the companies can sell more. 
The companies do well when people get 
paid fairly, but that concept is about 
to be undermined in a massive way 
with an attack on what are called fair 
share fees. 

When workers organize and bargain 
for better benefits, there is a cost of de-
veloping that organization and con-
ducting those negotiations, and every 
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worker who benefits chips in a share 
under fair share fees. Everyone wins, so 
everyone contributes. 

This is not about contributing to po-
litical activity. It is not about contrib-
uting funds that are distributed to 
causes. This is simply the cost of the 
negotiating process. For this founda-
tion to be able to negotiate success-
fully, people have to share in that ef-
fort. 

The heart of the right to organize has 
been absolutely embodied in law for 
well over half a century in a case called 
Abood v. Detroit Board of Education. 
Collective bargaining among workers 
doesn’t work if you create a strategy 
for workers to freeload; that is, to get 
all the benefits without putting in any 
of the effort. 

I am reminded of a story that I read 
as a very young child just learning to 
read. It was about the barnyard. It was 
about some member of the community 
baking bread and asking for help from 
all the other animals—would they help 
with this aspect or that aspect of mak-
ing the bread. They all said: No, we are 
not interested in helping. At the end, 
when the bread was baked, all the ani-
mals in the barnyard wanted their 
share. They wanted a share of it with-
out having contributed a thing. 

That system is what the Supreme 
Court is trying to foist on America, un-
dermining the fundamental right to or-
ganize and allowing freeloaders to es-
sentially create a situation where you 
can’t afford to represent the group. 
Well, that undermines the success of 
our workers to get a fair share of the 
wealth they create. It undermines their 
ability to negotiate for a safer work-
place. 

Again, this is not about political ac-
tivity; this is simply about the func-
tion of representing a group in negotia-
tions with the owner. 

That is the case in Illinois, where 
Mark Janus works as a specialist for 
the Department of Healthcare and 
Family Services. He works under a 
contract negotiated between the State 
of Illinois and the American Federa-
tion of State, County and Municipal 
Employees, or AFSCME. He is not a 
member of the union. He is not re-
quired to be a member of the union. 
But Mark Janus says: I want all the 
benefits that are produced by the union 
organizing and negotiating on my be-
half, but I don’t want to have to share 
any of the costs. 

Everyone knows that if people are 
given a permission slip to not share in 
the cost of organizing, the ability to 
organize is undermined. It is a funda-
mental part of it: You negotiate to-
gether; you benefit together. He is 
challenging that portion of the con-
tract. 

The powerful and privileged titans of 
industry have been waging a decades- 
long campaign against the workers of 
America. They are excited about this. 
Don’t worry, the Koch brothers are in 
control. Well, we have certainly seen 
their control here in the Senate. This 

certainly bears on the case right before 
us. They invested vast sums in 2014, 
and they supported and pushed cam-
paigns in Arkansas, Louisiana, North 
Carolina, Iowa, Colorado, and Alaska, 
and they turned those seats in favor of 
folks who supported the Koch brothers. 
They took a majority of this body. 

What happened in 2016? Well, there 
was a vacant Supreme Court seat. We 
have all taken a pledge to support the 
Constitution. We have an advice and 
consent responsibility. But the major-
ity leader came down here and said: We 
are not going to do our responsibility 
of advice and consent on any nominee 
from President Obama—none. It 
doesn’t matter who the nominee is; we 
are not going to do this. Why? Because 
the Koch brothers said: Don’t allow a 
debate or a vote on a nominee from 
President Obama. 

The majority leader said that this 
was justified because it was an election 
year. Let’s look at American history. 
Fifteen times in an election year, there 
has been a vacancy on the Supreme 
Court. All 15 times previous to 2016, the 
Senate debated and the Senate voted. 

There were Members of my col-
league’s team across the aisle who 
thought we should honor that responsi-
bility of advice and consent. You can 
vote somebody down or you can vote 
somebody up, but we should have the 
debate and we should have the vote. As 
soon as they said one word about how 
there should be a debate or there 
should be a vote, they got their chain 
yanked. In one case, the Koch brothers 
said they would immediately put in 
millions of dollars against their pri-
mary opponent. 

That is why the Koch brothers are 
known as the puppet masters of this 
body right here in which I stand right 
now. When they say ‘‘jump,’’ the ma-
jority says ‘‘how high?’’ That certainly 
came to fruition in 2016 when they re-
fused to exercise their constitutional 
responsibility to debate and vote on a 
nominee for the Supreme Court. That 
was done so that the empty seat would 
be passed on to the next President. 
That is the first time in U.S. history a 
Supreme Court seat has been stolen 
and passed on to the next President— 
the only time. 

Well, what does that result in? That 
results in a Supreme Court that now 
has been selected where we know four 
people stand on one side of the issue 
and four stand on the other side. Then 
you have, essentially, an illegitimate 
process for the ninth Justice—a Justice 
who by every indication is willing to 
join the other four in attacking the 
foundation of the right to organize in 
our Nation. That right to organize was 
envisioned in the Constitution, in the 
‘‘we the people’’ Constitution, not ‘‘we 
the powerful,’’ not ‘‘we the privileged,’’ 
not ‘‘we the wealthy,’’ and not ‘‘we the 
well-connected.’’ 

Mr. Janus is being represented and 
funded by the National Right to Work 
Foundation. Let’s call it the right to 
freeload because that is what it is. You 

don’t contribute your share, but you 
get all the benefits. 

It reminds me a little bit of the con-
versation about citizenship in America. 
People talk about the rights of citizen-
ship and their responsibilities of citi-
zenship too. There are responsibilities 
of being part of a group when you bar-
gain for wages. That means paying 
your fair share. So it is their share. It 
is the heart of the ability to organize 
versus the position orchestrated by the 
Koch brothers to assault the ability to 
organize in this country so that work-
ers can get a fair share of the wealth 
they work to create. 

We have seen these right-to-freeload 
bills pass with the influence of the ti-
tans across this country in State after 
State. Here is what we know. In those 
States that protect the constitutional 
vision of the right to organize, workers 
earn over $5,000 a year more than in 
other States. In the right-to-freeload 
States, workers earn a lot less. And 
that is apparently why the owners of 
the companies love that action so 
much—because they can squeeze more 
out of the workers. The right-to-free-
load States have higher poverty. They 
have higher infant mortality. They 
have higher workplace deaths than 
other States. They support public 
schools less than other States. 

It is a mistake to have a Court as-
sembled through an illegitimate proc-
ess of stealing a Supreme Court seat 
proceed to gut the constitutional right 
to organize and assault the workers of 
this Nation just to put more zeros on 
the bank account statements of the 
millionaires and billionaires and titans 
and wealthy and powerful Americans. 

Let’s have a remedial course in this 
Chamber about what our Nation and 
our Constitution are all about. It is not 
about coming here and getting elected 
by the wealthiest Americans to serve 
the wealthiest Americans; it is about 
coming here to form laws that serve 
‘‘we the people.’’ Thomas Jefferson 
made this point again and again. He 
said that if you concentrate power in 
the few, you will get power from the 
powerful—you will get decisions from 
the powerful. You will never get the 
will of the people if you concentrate 
power. He called on every voter to have 
an equal voice—not just a vote but an 
equal voice. 

So let’s remember Jefferson. Let’s re-
member that our Forefathers put to-
gether this document so that we 
wouldn’t have government by the few 
and the powerful, such as they have in 
Europe, but this would be different 
here in the United States of America, 
where we would try to forge laws that 
gave all families the opportunity to 
thrive. 

We can see the impact that the rever-
sal of this principle has had. We spent 
half of last year on a healthcare bill or 
versions of a healthcare bill designed 
to rip healthcare from 22 to 30 million 
Americans, depending on the version. 
Then we spent the other part of the 
year on a tax bill designed to borrow 
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$1.5 trillion from our children and de-
liver the vast amount of the benefits to 
the wealthiest of Americans. That is 
government for and by the powerful. 
Let’s return to government for and by 
the people. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Missouri. 
REMEMBERING BILLY GRAHAM 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. President, I want to 
spend a few minutes talking about 
your fellow North Carolinian, Billy 
Graham. It is very appropriate that 
you are in the Chair as I do this—and 
some of my colleagues are going to fol-
low—as we honor the life and legacy of 
Billy Graham. 

He was sometimes called America’s 
Preacher, and sometimes called Amer-
ica’s Pastor, but he went to Heaven 
last week. And what a 99 years he had 
while he was here. 

He lies in honor today. You and I 
were over there earlier today in the 
Rotunda of the Capitol. Only three pri-
vate citizens prior to today have been 
granted that honor: civil rights cham-
pion Rosa Parks in 2005 and two U.S. 
Capitol police officers who died in the 
line of duty in 1998, Officer Jacob 
Chestnut, Jr., and Detective John Gib-
son. 

Somebody observed this morning 
while we were in the Rotunda of the 
Capitol that he is surrounded there by 
friends he made during his life. Presi-
dent Eisenhower, President Ford, 
President Reagan, Dr. Martin Luther 
King all are memorialized with statues 
and a bust in the Capitol. So Billy Gra-
ham is right at home today with people 
he made friends with during his life, 
gave advice to during his life, but never 
really saw as uniquely his ministry. 
His ministry was for people every-
where. 

I might mention that President Tru-
man—and I stand right here behind one 
of the desks he used when he was a 
Senator from Missouri. He was the first 
President that Billy Graham met with, 
in 1950. President Truman, like lots of 
us midwesterners, closely held with his 
faith. When Billy Graham, at the end 
of their meeting, said ‘‘Can we pray?’’ 
President Truman said ‘‘I guess it 
wouldn’t hurt anything.’’ That was the 
first opportunity Billy Graham had to 
pray with the many Presidents he 
prayed with and, I am sure, prayed for 
after that. 

Billy Graham’s mom and dad were 
dairy farmers like mine. He was born 
in Charlotte, NC. President Trump said 
this morning that there was a prayer 
meeting in 1934 on the Graham farm. 
Billy Graham’s father made the place 
available to have a prayer meeting. 
The focus of that prayer group of lead-
ers from the Charlotte, NC, area was to 
pray that God would send a leader who 
would take the Gospel around the 
world. Probably nobody at that prayer 
group had any sense how close they 
were to somebody who was just about 
to begin the process to do that. 

That was the year Billy Graham be-
came a Christian. From that point on, 

he would say: ‘‘My one purpose in life 
is to help people find a personal rela-
tionship with God, which, I believe, 
comes through knowing Christ.’’ That 
is the end of a quote on his view. For so 
many times and in so many different 
ways, that was a simple statement that 
defined his life. 

Five years after that, in 1939, he was 
ordained and became a pastor. He was 
pastoring at a church in Illinois while 
he went to college at Wheaton College. 
His Wheaton College education was im-
portant, but I am sure he would say 
that the best thing that happened 
there was that he met his wife, Ruth 
Bell. They were married for 64 years. It 
was a partnership. As one person went 
all over the world, the other person 
raised their five children and took care 
of things at home and on rare occa-
sions was able to go with him. Her 
mom and dad were missionaries. This 
was clearly a committed life that she 
understood. 

All five of their children were in the 
Rotunda of the Capitol today and in 
their own way, in each case, have pur-
sued the work their parents thought 
was so important. 

Reverend Graham didn’t just preach 
the Gospel from inside the four walls of 
the church; in fact, I think it was a 
rare occasion when he preached in a 
church as opposed to the places that he 
preached all over the world. 

In 1949, he spoke to 350,000 people 
over 8 weeks in Los Angeles. He began 
to call those efforts crusades, and even-
tually over 200 million people would 
hear the message from him directly, in 
person. Millions more would hear the 
message from television, print, and 
movies. 

By the way, I read recently that 
Billy Graham—a young, handsome 
guy—was offered a movie contract not 
too long after that 1949 Los Angeles 
crusade. He said that was not his job 
and that he wouldn’t do it for $1 mil-
lion a day. His work was clearly under-
stood by him. 

He shared Christianity with more 
people directly than any other person 
in the history of the world. 

He led his first crusade in St. Louis, 
MO, in our State, in 1953. He returned 
in 1973 for another St. Louis crusade 
and to celebrate his 55th birthday. The 
Post-Dispatch reported that the reviv-
al’s opening night had 20,000 people, 
and 4,000 people were in the choir most 
of the nights at that revival in St. 
Louis. 

He made several trips to Kansas City. 
In 1967, the Heart of America crusade 
in Kansas City drew 364,000 people. The 
then-mayor of Kansas City, Ilus Davis, 
made Reverend Graham an honorary 
citizen and gave him a key to the city. 
He returned to Kansas City, MO, many 
times doing that work. 

In 1959, he came to my hometown of 
Springfield, MO. I was pleased to read 
just recently that he said that the 
Ozarks reminded him of his native 
North Carolina. 

In 1982, he spoke to a crowd at Evan-
gel University—and this was inside—of 
2,200 people. 

For seven decades, Billy Graham 
brought the Gospel to nearly 215 mil-
lion people. Despite his widespread rec-
ognition, he was always known for his 
humility. Whether speaking with a per-
son on the street or the President, his 
main purpose was for them to share his 
sense of the importance of knowing his 
Lord, Jesus Christ. He had a message of 
grace, not justice; that God could for-
give anything, God would forgive any-
thing; and that nobody gets to Heaven 
based on their works, they get to Heav-
en based on their understanding of the 
grace of God. 

He defended civil rights for African 
Americans. He insisted from the early 
1950s on—actually, from the beginning 
of his crusades—that they would be in-
tegrated. He was a friend of Dr. Martin 
Luther King’s. In 1957, he invited Dr. 
King to speak at one of his revival 
meetings. He later bailed Dr. King out 
of jail. Dr. King said: ‘‘Had it not been 
for the ministry of my good friend Dr. 
Billy Graham, my work in the civil 
rights movement would not have been 
as successful as it has been.’’ 

Reverend Graham spoke about crit-
ical issues. His faith inspired him to 
build bridges for decades. He was in-
cluded in the Gallup organization’s 10 
most admired men in the world 61 
times—more than anyone else in the 
history of that poll. He led a remark-
able, faith-filled life. He touched many 
lives. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
February 23 Wall Street Journal article 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
[From the Wall Street Journal, Feb. 23, 2018] 

HOW BILLY GRAHAM CHANGED MY LIFE 
(By George W. Bush) 

Billy Graham was, with C.S. Lewis, one of 
the 20th century’s most influential figures in 
evangelicalism. I never had the honor of 
meeting Lewis, but I did know Billy, who 
died last week at 99. He changed my life. 

I first met him on my grandmother’s porch 
in Kennebunkport, Maine, in 1985. In her 80s, 
she was frail but sharp. They sat together 
and Billy held her hand while talking about 
the Bible. Later she described it as one of the 
most peaceful days of her life. 

Soon after, I had my own personal encoun-
ter with Billy. As I wrote in ‘‘Decision 
Points,’’ he asked me to go for a walk with 
him around Walker’s Point. I was captivated 
by him. He had a powerful presence, full of 
kindness and grace, and a keen mind. He 
asked about my life in Texas. I talked to him 
about Laura and our little girls. 

Then I mentioned something I’d been 
thinking about for a while—that reading the 
Bible might help make me a better person. 
He told me about one of the Bible’s most fun-
damental lessons: One should strive to be 
better, but we’re all sinners who earn God’s 
love not through our good deeds, but through 
His grace. It was a profound concept, one I 
did not fully grasp that day. But Billy had 
planted a seed. His thoughtful explanation 
made the soil less hard, the brambles less 
thick. 

Shortly after we got back to Texas, a pack-
age from Billy arrived. It was a copy of the 
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Living Bible. He had inscribed it and in-
cluded a reference to Philippians 1:6: ‘‘And I 
am certain that God, who began the good 
work within you, will continue his work 
until it is finally finished on the day when 
Christ Jesus returns.’’ 

God’s work within me began in earnest 
with Billy’s outreach. His care and his teach-
ings were the real beginning of my faith 
walk—and the start of the end of my drink-
ing. I couldn’t have given up alcohol on my 
own. But in 1986, at 40, I finally found the 
strength to quit. That strength came from 
love I had felt from my earliest days and 
from faith I didn’t fully discover until my 
later years. 

I was also fortunate to witness Billy’s re-
markable capacity to minister to everyone 
he met. When I was governor of Texas, I sat 
behind Billy at one of his crusades in San 
Antonio. His powerful message of God’s love 
moved people to tears and motivated hun-
dreds to come forward to commit themselves 
to Christ. I remember thinking about all the 
crusades Billy had led over the years around 
the world, and his capacity to open up hearts 
to Jesus. This good man was truly a shep-
herd of the Lord. 

Perhaps his most meaningful service came 
on Sept. 14, 2001. After the 9/11 attacks, I 
asked Billy to lead the ecumenical service at 
Washington National Cathedral. It was no 
easy task. America was on bended knee— 
frightened, angry, uncertain. As only Billy 
Graham could, he helped us feel God’s arms 
wrapped around our mourning country. 

‘‘We come together today,’’ he began, ‘‘to 
affirm our conviction that God cares for us, 
whatever our ethnic, religious or political 
background may be. The Bible says that he 
is ‘the God of all comfort, who comforts us in 
all our troubles.’ ’’ God comforted a nation 
that day through a very special servant. 

In a difficult moment, Billy reminded me— 
and us all—where we can find strength. And 
he helped us start to heal by offering three 
lessons: the mystery and reality of evil, our 
need for each other, and hope for the present 
and future. ‘‘As a Christian,’’ Graham said at 
the 9/11 service, ‘‘I have hope, not just for 
this life, but for heaven and the life to 
come.’’ 

A final story: One night while dad was 
away on a trip during his presidency, mother 
and I had dinner at the White House. Eventu-
ally we got to talking about religion and 
who gets to go to heaven. I made the point 
that the New Testament says clearly that to 
get to heaven, one must believe in Christ. 
Mother asked about the devout who don’t be-
lieve in Jesus but do God’s work by serving 
others. She then took advantage of one of 
the benefits of being first lady. She picked 
up the phone and asked the White House op-
erator to call Reverend Graham. 

It wasn’t long before his reassuring South-
ern voice was on the line. He told us, as I re-
call, ‘‘Barbara and George, I believe what is 
written in the New Testament. But don’t 
play God. He decides who goes to heaven, not 
you.’’ Any doctrinal certitude gave way to a 
calm trust that God had this figured out bet-
ter than I did. 

Those of us who were blessed to know Billy 
Graham benefited from his deep convictions 
and personal example, his wisdom and humil-
ity, his grace and purity of heart. We knew 
that his life was a gift from the Almighty. 
And I rejoice that he is now in the company 
of God, whom he loved so much and served so 
well. 

Mr. BLUNT. In that article, George 
W. Bush talked about the impact Billy 
Graham had on his life. My favorite 
line from that article talked about 
when George W. Bush’s father was 
President, and his father was gone, and 

he and his mother Barbara were having 
dinner at the White House. They began 
to argue a little bit about what it took 
to get to Heaven. So Mrs. Bush just de-
cided, well, we will call Billy Graham 
and ask him what it takes to get to 
Heaven. If anybody would know, Billy 
Graham would know. According to 
President Bush, here is what Billy Gra-
ham said to them: 

Barbara and George, I believe what is writ-
ten in the New Testament. But don’t play 
God. He decides who goes to heaven, not you. 

We spend a lot of time arguing about 
lots of things, but a grace-filled life, a 
life built on the fundamental principles 
of the Gospel, is a life that we have 
benefited from and we uniquely recog-
nize today. I am glad to be here with 
my colleagues on the floor as we talk 
about this great life and the impact it 
had. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. COT-
TON). The Senator from South Dakota. 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, I also 
want to join my colleague from Mis-
souri, Senator BLUNT, and others today 
to pay tribute to the life of Billy Gra-
ham. 

Last week we lost a man of great 
faith. At the end of the Gospel of Mat-
thew, Jesus gives his disciples the 
Great Commission, where he says: 
‘‘Therefore go and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the Name of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spir-
it, and teaching them to obey every-
thing that I have commanded you.’’ 

If any one man may be said to have 
fulfilled that charge, it is Billy Gra-
ham. Over a ministry that spanned 
more than 60 years, Billy Graham truly 
made disciples of all nations, preaching 
the Gospel in the United States and 
around the world. 

In the days since his death, many 
have remembered Billy Graham as a 
spiritual adviser to several Presidents, 
which he was, but neither his associa-
tion with Presidents nor the famous of 
this world ever distracted him from his 
primary purpose, which was making 
sure that the Good News of Christ 
reached everyone. From China, to 
South Africa, to Russia, to Australia, 
to his home State of North Carolina 
and his countless appearances on tele-
vision, video, and the internet, Billy 
Graham labored tirelessly for the Gos-
pel. I think it is fair to say that no one 
in our lifetime has lived a life of great-
er impact for the cause of Christ. 

I remember, as a young child growing 
up in my home State of South Dakota, 
when the crusades would come on—my 
parents and I we would turn them on— 
you would have Billy Graham, George 
Beverly Shea, Cliff Barrows, and the 
message of hope, grace, and redemption 
that came across so clearly. It im-
pacted so many people, not only here 
in the United States but all around the 
world. 

It was great to hear Michael W. 
Smith today singing that great song, 
‘‘Just As I Am,’’ that was always sung 
at the end of every Billy Graham cru-
sade as an invitation for people to 
come to know the Lord whom he knew. 

My wife Kimberley and I am were 
privileged to sing in the choir for Billy 
Graham’s 1986 crusade here in Wash-
ington, DC. It was an experience that 
neither of us will ever forget. He re-
minded everyone that ultimately, 
there is one thing that matters in life, 
and that is serving Christ. 

In the days since his death, many 
people have repeated one of Billy Gra-
ham’s quotes where he paraphrased the 
American evangelist Dwight L. Moody. 
I think it sums up Billy Graham’s mes-
sage pretty effectively. It said: 

Someday you will read or hear that Billy 
Graham is dead. Don’t you believe a word of 
it. I shall be more alive than I am now. I will 
just change my address. I will have gone into 
the presence of God. 

I remember in that 1986 crusade, 
there was a story that was written— 
presumably in the Washington Post—in 
which he was interviewed. I am para-
phrasing, but I remember that a ques-
tion was asked about what he wanted 
to be remembered for, what he wanted 
his epitaph to be when he died, and he 
said ‘‘that I preached the Gospel of 
Christ. That I had opportunities to do 
other things, but that I never devi-
ated.’’ Mr. President, he never devi-
ated. 

Billy Graham has departed this life, 
and we mourn him, but I am confident 
that right now he is rejoicing in the 
presence of the Lord. 

In the Book of Acts, it talks about 
King David, and it says that he served 
God’s purpose for his generation. I 
think it can be said that Billy Graham 
truly did serve God’s purpose for his 
generation. Many generations of Amer-
icans and many generations of people 
all over the world have been so im-
pacted by his life and his very con-
sequential ministry. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Georgia. 
Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, today 

America and the world have lost a 
great man in Billy Graham. As Senator 
THUNE said in his own remarks quoting 
Billy Graham, don’t grieve for Billy 
Graham—he has not gone anywhere ex-
cept to be at the right hand of his Fa-
ther Almighty at home in Heaven. He 
has left us, but he is in Heaven. 

For his entire life, 99 years, he wit-
nessed on behalf of that place called 
Heaven and his Father to try to take 
his message around the world and to 
people around the world. 

I spend a lot of time working with 
young people, and when I do, many 
times I work with them in my church. 
I taught Sunday school for 30 years. 
That is a hard challenge sometimes, 
trying to figure out what it is you are 
going to do to get through to people, 
especially young people, but I learned 
from Billy Graham that the best way 
to teach people about God is to witness 
for God. Billy Graham was the pre-
eminent witness for faith, if there ever 
were one. 

We all could turn on the TV tonight 
and find a televangelist who, for a $25 
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donation, will send you a Bible and a 
cross and tell you that you are saved. 
That is not true. You may be saved 
from him, but you haven’t been saved 
with Jesus. 

Billy Graham lived the kind of life 
that teaches all of us that we should 
respect and understand and honor what 
Jesus Christ stands for and what Chris-
tianity means, and we should live our 
lives as an example to others of what it 
is like to be a Christian. 

In the sadness of the loss of Billy 
Graham, I am reminded of the Book of 
Thessalonians and Paul’s letter to the 
Thessalonians, where in two of the 
shortest verses in the Bible, he says: 

Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. 

In terms of Billy Graham’s life, I 
think we are in that period of time 
right now. We should rejoice for the 
great service that he gave to all of us, 
the great messages he brought in his 
crusades around the world, and we 
should pray without ceasing that the 
world will continue to be blessed by 
God and by great people like Billy Gra-
ham and those who would follow him 
and, in our small way, if we will do the 
witnessing we need to do to see to it 
that we are disciples of that faith and 
for Jesus Christ. 

For me, coming to the floor today, I 
have an important task, because wit-
nessing and evangelism is about other 
people taking the message for other 
folks. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HENRY HOLLEY 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, back in 
my home State of Georgia, in my 
neighborhood in east Cobb County, 
there is a man by the name of Henry 
Holley. In my few minutes left, I want 
to honor Henry Holley because he is an 
interesting individual. 

Although there is no such thing as a 
former marine, he was a U.S. marine 
for 22 years. He met Dr. Graham at a 
crusade. He volunteered to help him in 
his off-duty time and so impressed Dr. 
Graham that Billy Graham asked him 
to join his crusades. 

He said: I can’t do it right now. I 
have 2 more years in my commitment. 

Billy Graham said: If you come to me 
at the end of those 2 years, I will put 
you on my team. 

Forty-eight years ago, Henry Holley 
joined the team of Billy Graham. He 
became his Asian representative. In 
fact, today Henry Holley is the last of 
the original Billy Graham team who is 
left alive on this Earth. Henry is 90 
years old, living in east Cobb County, 
and witnessing every single day all 
that he learned from Billy Graham and 
what Billy Graham’s crusades meant to 
him. 

They set up crusades in Rio de Janei-
ro, Seoul, South Korea, and all over 
the world. Henry Holley has been in 
and out of North Korea more than any-
body in this country. He goes there 
with Samaritan’s Purse to help people 
who are oppressed, taking to them the 

message of Jesus Christ, working and 
doing everything he can to improve the 
plight of those people who are op-
pressed and depressed by a rogue re-
gime. 

Henry Holley is one of the finest peo-
ple I have ever known. I know when Dr. 
Graham passed away, Henry was not 
sad but happy because he has always 
talked about knowing that ultimately 
Billy Graham’s place in Heaven would 
be his just reward. Henry could not 
wait until he could join Billy Graham 
there so they could be together at the 
end. 

So I know Henry is probably watch-
ing, or if he isn’t watching, somebody 
will tell him about my mentioning his 
name. I am doing it to honor Henry but 
also to honor Billy Graham, because 
the one-on-one passing of the Word 
from me to someone else, from Henry 
Holley to someone else, from Dr. Gra-
ham to someone else, is the way Chris-
tianity was built over the decades and 
over the years and will continue to be 
preserved in the years to come. 

So as we honor in the U.S. Senate 
and in the United States of America a 
great man, a great leader, a man of 
God, and a servant of God, I am just so 
thankful I had the opportunity to be in 
this Chamber on the day we honored 
Billy Graham and his life. I am so 
happy I had the ability and the oppor-
tunity to know his servant, Henry 
Holley, and be one of those along the 
way whom Henry helped to live a more 
responsible and loving life. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Oklahoma. 
f 

REMEMBERING BILLY GRAHAM 

Mr. LANKFORD. Mr. President, it 
was an exceptionally moving service in 
the Rotunda today. For a man to be 
able to lie in honor in the Rotunda, for 
the Nation to pause for a moment, and 
for the leadership of the House and 
Senate, on both sides of the aisle, and 
the President of the United States to 
all stop and for a moment look at a 
wooden casket, simple as it was, and 
remember the legacy of a man who 
gave his life telling people that Jesus 
loves you, it is a remarkable day. It is 
not a common day in the U.S. Senate, 
in the House, to break in the middle of 
the day to be able to go to the Rotunda 
and just contemplate this simple fact: 
There is a God whom you can know 
who loves you. 

It is interesting to think back on 
some of the legacy of Dr. Graham. He 
had been to Oklahoma many times. In 
2003, I had the opportunity to be the 
chair for the Youth Night of that mis-
sion. It was a moving night, and there 
were a lot of people there, as there 
were at all of his events. That night, 
there were thousands and thousands of 
teenagers there, and Dr. Graham un-
packed a message about Solomon, a 
person who had everything. He chal-
lenged them—for this person who had 
everything—but he always came back 

to say all of these things were vanity, 
and, really, at the end, it is knowing 
God that is going to matter. 

He even challenged people of power. 
In that message that night in Okla-
homa City, he said: 

People like power and prestige. Solomon 
had more power than any man in his genera-
tion. No nation dared to defy him. But he 
looked upon all his mighty military power 
and said that even power brings no sense of 
fulfillment, or joy, or peace. 

The Bible talks about another power—the 
kind of power that helps when the crisis 
comes. 2Timothy 1:7: ‘‘God did not give us a 
spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of 
love and of self-discipline.’’ 

And then he said this: 
Jesus Christ said, ‘‘All authority in Heaven 

and on Earth has been given to me.’’ 

Then he quoted Paul’s words: ‘‘For I 
am not ashamed of the Gospel, for it is 
the power of God to salvation.’’ 

That night, many students responded 
to that simple invitation to be able to 
know a God who doesn’t give you 
power, but He is power. 

If you asked most Oklahomans, 
though, what was the moment they re-
member most about Dr. Graham com-
ing to Oklahoma, they would say it 
was in 1995 after the Federal Building 
was destroyed by a domestic terrorism 
event. Dr. Graham was there the Sun-
day after that tragic attack on Okla-
homa and on the Nation. He gave a 
message to Oklahoma City, to Oklaho-
mans, and to the Nation, and he laid 
out a sense of hope. Toward the end of 
his sermon he said this: 

This event also reminds us of the brevity 
and uncertainty of life. It reminds us that we 
never know when we’re going to be taken. I 
doubt that even one of those who went to 
that building to work, or to go to the chil-
dren’s place, ever dreamed that it was their 
last day on earth. That is why we each need 
to face our own spiritual need and commit 
ourselves to God. 

It’s ironic that this terrible event took 
place just three days after the churches of 
this city were filled with people celebrating 
Easter. Just one week ago today. And 
throughout the world, the Eastern Orthodox 
churches celebrate Easter on this day. And 
Easter always brings hope to all of us. For 
the Christian, the Cross tells us that God un-
derstands our suffering, for He took upon 
Himself at the Cross all our sins and all of 
our failures and all of our sufferings. And our 
Lord on that Cross asked the question: 
‘‘Why? My God, my God, why hast thou for-
saken me?’’ And he received his answer. He 
knew: To redeem the world. To save you and 
me from our sins. To give us assurance that 
if we died we’re going to heaven. He was say-
ing from the Cross, ‘‘I love you!’’ And I know 
the heartaches and sorrows and the pain that 
you feel. 

Easter points us beyond the tragedy of the 
Cross to the hope of the empty tomb. It tells 
us that there is hope for eternal life, that 
Christ has conquered death. And it also tells 
us that God has triumphed over evil and 
death and hell. This is our hope, and it can 
be your hope as well. 

Dr. Graham ended his conversation 
by saying: ‘‘My prayer for you today is 
that you will feel the loving arms of 
God wrapped around you and will know 
in your heart that He will never for-
sake you, as you trust Him.’’ 
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