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Our thoughts are with the family and
friends of the Illinois resident who lost
her life and with all those who have ex-
perienced damage to their homes and
other property. We will rebuild—as the
people of Illinois always do—and will
once again be stronger for it.

————

HONORING COMMANDER PAUL
BAUER

Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President,
today I wish to pay tribute to Com-
mander Paul Bauer, a 3l-year veteran
of the police force who was fatally shot
on Tuesday February 13, 2018, while in
the line of duty. Commander Bauer had
a remarkable career with the Chicago
Police Department and will be remem-
bered by his colleagues as a model po-
lice officer. Commander Bauer made
the ultimate sacrifice while protecting
our city and its people, and I am
thankful for all of his years of service.
He leaves behind his wife, Erin, of 16
years and his 13-year-old daughter,
Grace. May his service, sacrifice, and
kind spirit serve as an inspiration to us
all.

———

TRIBUTE TO HEIDEH SHAHMORADI

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today I
wish to express my gratitude to Heideh
Shahmoradi, who since 2011 has served
as clerk for the Appropriations Sub-
committee on Transportation, Housing
and Urban Development, and Related
Agencies, or THUD, for her many years
of distinguished public service.

Heideh’s 24 years of public service
have included time on both the Senate
Appropriations Committee and the En-
vironment and Public Works Com-
mittee, as well as the Department of
Transportation and the Federal High-
way Administration, where she first
started as a part-time employee at the
age of 16.

In her 7 years with THUD, Heideh has
played an instrumental role on a host
of issues. Her programmatic knowledge
and technical expertise have been crit-
ical in policy-making decisions that
ensured air traffic controllers were
able to get back to safely managing
our Nation’s air traffic control system
following the across-the-board spend-
ing cuts in 2013. Heideh has also
worked to make groundbreaking trans-
formations in how we address youth
homelessness, which afflicts far too
many young people each year. Thanks
to Heideh’s dedicated efforts, we have
successfully created targeted programs
that are designed to meet the unique
needs of teenagers through the Youth
Homelessness Demonstration Program,
in ways that our traditional approach
to homelessness was unsuccessful in
addressing.

Heideh is truly a consummate profes-
sional, a brilliant expert, and most im-
portantly, one of the kindest and
friendliest people in the Senate. She is
known by her colleagues as being an
honest broker who is able to work in a
truly bipartisan fashion in order to
help us advance important legislation.
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As Heideh leaves the Senate after
years of hard work and dedicated pub-
lic service, she leaves behind an im-
pressive list of accomplishments and
colleagues whose lives she touched be-
cause she was such an exceptional role
model and mentor. I wish her contin-
ued success and much happiness in the
years to come.

——

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO DAVID COUSENS

e Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize David Cousens of
South Thomaston, ME, who will soon
retire from being the president of the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association after
a tenure spanning three decades.
Dave’s skills as a leader and savvy as a
lobsterman have steered the organiza-
tion and members of the industry it
represents with a strong and steady
hand through a period of increased
landings, innovative conservation, and
improved regulatory structure. Dave’s
hallmark over his entire career was an
ability to listen to and foster respect
between a diverse crowd of harvesters,
regulators, scientists, and other mem-
bers of the industry.

When Dave became president of the
Maine Lobstermen’s Association in
1991, great change was afoot. Then,
with annual landings in the range of 30
million pounds, lobstermen were not
limited in the number of traps they
fished, draggers were permitted to land
large quantities of lobster, and, despite
a vast majority of it taking place in
State waters, the fishery was managed
federally. Furthermore, many of the
conservation measures that we now
identify as integral to the fishery were,
at the time, only practiced voluntarily
by Maine lobstermen.

Over the past 27 years, while running
one of the most prominent industry
groups in the State, Dave has not
backed off his primary occupation,
that of a lobsterman. The time he has
spent behind the wheel of his truck
getting to meetings up and down the
coast of Maine, in meetings from Wash-
ington, DC, to Nova Scotia and every-
where in between, and on the phone
with anyone and everyone has not
stopped him from continuing to fish a
full complement of traps—800 these
days. This commitment, personal and
communal, to an iconic Maine way of
life is a significant reason why the fish-
ery, which recently landed a record an-
nual catch of 130 million pounds, is
today both a crown jewel of Maine’s
coastal economy and a shining example
of sustainability envied around the
world.

For generations, Maine lobstermen
like Dave have known that to ensure
their future livelihood and that of their
children—his three sons are also
lobstermen)—they must responsibly
shepherd the resource. Under Dave’s
leadership, the Maine Lobstermen’s As-
sociation successfully helped transi-
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tion management of lobster fishery
from the Federal New England Fishery
Management Council to the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission
and, as a result, expanded the Maine
practice of marking egg-bearing fe-
males and returning them to the water
so they may continue to breed to other
States and Canadian provinces. He also
oversaw successful efforts to signifi-
cantly reduce the large amount of lob-
ster that was being caught in the Gulf
of Maine as bycatch in draggers’
trawls, limit the total number of traps
that lobstermen fish and increase the
size of escape vents that allow juvenile
lobsters to escape a trap. Most re-
cently, as the fishery moves further
offshore amidst warming ocean tem-
peratures and concerns about its impli-
cations on whale population have aris-
en—Dave’s trademark leadership style
has set the stage for meaningful ex-
change and beneficial compromise on
an issue that will likely get a lot of at-
tention in the coming years.

As Dave looks forward to spending a
little more time with his family and
friends, I wish to commend him on the
exemplary leadership over the years—
listening, learning, and always keeping
a clear, insightful, and good-humored
eye on the horizon.e

RECOGNIZING ADVANCED
WELDING AND STEEL

e Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, setting
out to start a small business in Amer-
ica is not for the faint of heart. In
many cases, it takes a great deal of
self-sufficiency and perseverance, and,
for most, success does not come easily.
Success is often built through years of
hard work, sacrifice, and dedication.

Today, I would like to recognize a
small business from my home State of
Idaho that exemplifies these very
traits. As chairman of the Committee
on Small Business and Entrepreneur-
ship, I am proud to recognize a
Grangeville, ID, small business, Ad-
vanced Welding and Steel, as the Small
Business of the Month for February
2018. This small business demonstrates
a dedication to producing quality goods
while providing a unique service. Their
story reminds us that, with hard work
and dedication, Americans can accom-
plish almost anything to which they
set their minds. With over 20 years in
business, Advanced Welding and Steel
has served as a great example of the de-
termined entrepreneurial spirit found
all across Idaho.

Advanced Welding and Steel’s story
is the quintessential story of American
entrepreneurship. Ryan  Uhlenkott
grew up in a hard-working entrepre-
neurial family. He learned valuable
traits such as a strong work ethic,
timeliness, and honesty while working
on the family farm, splitting wood for
the winter, and helping out at the fam-
ily water well drilling business. While a
college student, he worked part time
sweeping floors in a welding shop,
which led to a full-time welding job.
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Before he set out on his own, Ryan
gained experience in a variety of posi-
tions across the fabrication industry,
including as a crane operator, planner,
mapper, welder, erecter, and fabricator.
After receiving certifications in boiler
and pipe welding, he decided to intro-
duce his own approach to fabrication.
He drew upon his knowledge, experi-
ence, and his innate entrepreneurial
mindset in 1998, when he founded Ad-
vanced Welding and Steel. Ryan start-
ed out with one welder mounted on the
back of a pickup truck. The company
quickly grew in both employees and ca-
pacity, going from a 6,000-square-foot
shop in 2003 to the current state-of-the-
art 60,000-square-foot shop with paint
booths, shot blasters, and a railings
shop. A major motivating factor in
starting his own business was Ryan’s
desire to spend more time with his
family. To this day, he considers his
family and his employees’ families to
be the center of his business model.

Today, Advanced Welding and Steel
delivers its products across the western
United States, including Alaska and
Hawaii. The company’s attention to de-
tail in its processes of estimating, de-
tailing, and project management has
turned the small business into one of
the most respected fabricators in the
region. A team of 15 highly qualified
professionals work at the company,
and over the years, they estimate that
they have delivered over 15 million
pounds of steel to their customers.
Their hard work resulted in Advanced
Welding and Steel being recognized in
the July 2017 edition of Modern Steel
Construction for their outstanding
work as the prime fabricator for the
new student center at Gonzaga Univer-
sity in Spokane, WA. The company is
committed to excellence in their craft
and also to the sustainable use of their
products, as over 90 percent of the steel
they work with has been recycled, add-
ing to the overwhelmingly positive im-
pact they bring to local Idaho commu-
nities.

The hard-working team members of
Advanced Welding and Steel have dec-
ades of experience in multiple fields
within the steel industry. Through
their commitment to their customers,
Ryan’s team provides an excellent
product with exceptional service, and
they make a sizable impact in the local
and national fabricating industry.
They ensure that their projects are
well planned and seamlessly executed.
The State of Idaho is proud to be a
home for small businesses like them
who go above and beyond in pursuit of
the American dream.

I extend my sincerest congratula-
tions to Ryan Uhlenkott, his family,
and the entire team at Advanced Weld-
ing and Steel. I look forward to watch-
ing your continued growth and suc-
cess.®

————
TRIBUTE TO ANTHONY STOKS

e Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I
recognize the hard work of my Com-
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merce, Science, and Transportation
Committee intern Anthony Stoks. An-
thony hails from Adelaide, Australia,
and is a law student at Flinders Uni-
versity.

While interning for the Commerce
Committee, Anthony assisted the Sub-
committee on Space, Science, and
Competitiveness. He is a dedicated
worker who was committed to getting
the most out of his internship. I extend
my sincere thanks and appreciation to
Anthony for all of the fine work he did
for the committee and wish him con-
tinued success in the years to come.®

————

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Ms. Ridgway, one of his
secretaries.

———

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

In executive session the Presiding Of-
ficer laid before the Senate messages
from the President of the United
States submitting sundry nominations
which were referred to the appropriate
committees.

(The messages received today are
printed at the end of the Senate pro-
ceedings.)

——————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 10:02 a.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks,
announced that the House has passed
the following bills, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H.R. 767. An act to establish the Stop, Ob-
serve, Ask, and Respond to Health and
Wellness Training pilot program to address
human trafficking in the health care system.

H.R. 880. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to facilitate assignment
of military trauma care providers to civilian
trauma centers in order to maintain mili-
tary trauma readiness and to support such
centers, and for other purposes.

H.R. 1222. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to coordinate Federal
congenital heart disease research efforts and
to improve public education and awareness
of congenital heart disease, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2410. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize a sickle
cell disease prevention and treatment dem-
onstration program and to provide for sickle
cell disease research, surveillance, preven-
tion, and treatment.

H.R. 2422. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to improve essential oral
health care for low-income and other under-
served individuals by breaking down barriers
to care, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
House has passed the following bill,
with an amendment, in which it re-
quests the concurrence of the Senate:

S. 772. An act to amend the PROTECT Act
to make Indian tribes eligible for AMBER
Alert grants.

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

The President pro tempore (Mr.

HATCH) announced that on today, Feb-
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ruary 27, 2018, he has signed the fol-
lowing enrolled bills, which were pre-
viously signed by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. MOONEY):

H.R. 1725. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to submit certain reports
relating to medical evidence submitted in
support of claims for benefits under the laws
administered by the Secretary.

H.R. 3122. An act to direct the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs to include on the internet
website of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs a warning regarding dishonest, preda-
tory, or otherwise unlawful practices tar-
geting individuals who are eligible for in-
creased pension on the basis of need for reg-
ular aid and attendance, and for other pur-
poses.

H.R. 4533. An act to designate the health
care system of the Department of Veterans
Affairs in Lexington, Kentucky, as the ‘‘Lex-
ington VA Health Care System’ and to make
certain other designations.

—————

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bills were read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 767. An act to establish the Stop, Ob-
serve, Ask, and Respond to Health and
Wellness Training pilot program to address
human trafficking in the health care system;
to the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions.

H.R. 880. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to facilitate assignment
of military trauma care providers to civilian
trauma centers in order to maintain mili-
tary trauma readiness and to support such
centers, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

H.R. 1222. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to coordinate Federal
congenital heart disease research efforts and
to improve public education and awareness
of congenital heart disease, and for other
purposes; to the Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions.

H.R. 2410. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to reauthorize a sickle
cell disease prevention and treatment dem-
onstration program and to provide for sickle
cell disease research, surveillance, preven-
tion, and treatment; to the Committee on
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

H.R. 2422. An act to amend the Public
Health Service Act to improve essential oral
health care for low-income and other under-
served individuals by breaking down barriers
to care, and for other purposes; to the Com-
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions.

———

MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME

The following bill was read the first
time:

S. 2464. A bill to improve border security
and to provide conditional provision resi-
dence to certain long-term residents who en-
tered the United States as children.

————

EXECUTIVE AND OTHER
COMMUNICATIONS

The following communications were
laid before the Senate, together with
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated:

EC-4362. A communication from the Direc-
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec-
utive Office of the President, transmitting,
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