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harm those on board, we should not
allow that same person to purchase a
weapon without additional scrutiny.

I encourage my colleagues to review
this bipartisan legislation and to join
me, along with Senator COLLINS and a
number of our colleagues here—a bipar-
tisan group of Senators—in supporting
this commonsense piece of legislation.

I hope we will have a debate on some
of these measures. I will be talking in
the coming days about some of the
other measures that we ought to take
to make sure that we don’t put guns in
the hands of those who shouldn’t have
them.

My heart goes out to those in Flor-
ida, and my vote will go here to meas-
ures that will make schools safer.

I yield the floor.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today the Senate is voting to confirm
Judge Elizabeth Branch to serve as a
U.S. circuit court judge for the Elev-
enth Circuit. Judge Branch was favor-
ably reported out of the Judiciary
Committee on a 19-2 bipartisan vote.
She has broad bipartisan support from
her home State of Georgia. The Amer-
ican Bar Association rated Judge
Branch as unanimously well-qualified.
If the Senate confirms Judge Branch,
as I am confident it will, she will be
the fourth woman confirmed by the
Senate to the Federal courts of appeals
in the 115th Congress, three more than
the one woman confirmed at this point
in President Obama’s first term.

Judge Branch’s judicial career and
broad range of legal experiences have
well prepared her to serve on the Elev-
enth Circuit. Judge Branch was ap-
pointed to the Georgia Court of Ap-
peals in 2012. In her time on the appel-
late bench, she has participated in over
1,600 cases. Before joining the bench,
Judge Branch spent several years in
private practice. She also served in
government, including her role as a top
lawyer for the Department of Home-
land Security. Judge Branch received
her B.A. from Davidson College and her
J.D. from Emory. After law school,
Judge Branch clerked for Judge Owen
Forrester on the U.S. District Court for
the Northern District of Georgia.

As I noted earlier, if confirmed,
Judge Branch will become the fourth
female circuit court judge confirmed
under President Trump. Her confirma-
tion puts her in good company, joining
a class of first-rate female jurists and
legal scholars. She will join a group
that includes: Seventh Circuit Judge
Amy Coney Barrett, a former professor
at Notre Dame University Law School
and law clerk to Justice Scalia; Tenth
Circuit Judge Allison Eid, a former
Colorado Supreme Court Justice and
law clerk to Justice Thomas; and Sixth
Circuit Judge Joan Larsen, another
clerk of Justice Scalia and former
Michigan Supreme Court justice. I am
confident that Judge Branch will serve
as an excellent addition to this out-
standing class of female circuit court
judges.

Judge Branch’s impressive back-
ground and bipartisan support suggest
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that she will be an excellent court of
appeals judge. I am pleased to support
her nomination today.

Mr. FLAKE. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
FLAKE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Under the previous
postcloture time is expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Branch nomi-
nation?

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. McCCAIN), the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS),
and the Senator from Alaska (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Alabama (Mr. JONES) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
JOHNSON). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 73,
nays 23, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 38 Ex.]

The

order, all

YEAS—T3
Alexander Feinstein Moran
Baldwin Fischer Murkowski
Barrasso Flake Nelson
Bennet Gardner Paul
Blunt Graham Perdue
Boozman Grassley Portman
Burr Hassan Risch
Capito Hatch
Cardin Heitkamp gobgrts
ubio

Carper Heller

N Sasse
Casey Hirono
Cassidy Hoeven Scott
Cochran Inhofe Shaheen
Collins Isakson Shelby
Coons Johnson Smith
Corker Kaine Tester
Cornyn Kennedy Thune
Cotton King Tillis
Crapo Klobuchar Toomey
Cruz Lankford Van Hollen
Daines Leahy Warner
Donnelly Lee Whitehouse
Durbin Manchin Wicker
Enzi McCaskill Young
Ernst McConnell

NAYS— 23
Blumenthal Heinrich Sanders
Booker Markey Schatz
Brown Menendez Schumer
Cantwell Merkley Stabenow
Cortez Masto Murphy Udall
Duckworth Murray Warren
Gillibrand Peters Wyden
Harris Reed

NOT VOTING—4

Jones Rounds
McCain Sullivan

The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
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consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Russell Vought, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

Mitch McConnell, Pat Roberts, Roy
Blunt, Shelley Moore Capito, Thom
Tillis, Richard Burr, Roger F. Wicker,
Mike Crapo, Orrin G. Hatch, John Bar-
rasso, Johnny Isakson, Michael B.
Enzi, John Boozman, Mike Rounds,
James M. Inhofe, John Thune, Lindsey
Graham.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Russell Vought, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. McCAIN), the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Alabama (Mr. JONES) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49,
nays 48, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 39 Ex.]

YEAS—49
Alexander Fischer Paul
Barrasso Flake Perdue
Blunt Gardner Portman
Boozman Graham Risch
Burr Grassley Roberts
Capito Hatch Rubio
Cassidy Heller Sasse
Cochran Hoeven
Collins Inhofe Zﬁog
Corker Isakson oy
Cornyn Johnson Sullivan
Cotton Kennedy Thupe
Crapo Lankford Tillis
Cruz Lee Toomey
Daines McConnell Wicker
Enzi Moran Young
Ernst Murkowski

NAYS—48
Baldwin Carper Feinstein
Bennet Casey Gillibrand
Blumenthal Coons Harris
Booker Cortez Masto Hassan
Brown Donnelly Heinrich
Cantwell Duckworth Heitkamp
Cardin Durbin Hirono
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Kaine Murphy Smith
King Murray Stabenow
Klobuchar Nelson Tester
Leahy Peters Udall
Manchin Reed Van Hollen
Markey Sanders Warner
McCaskill Schatz Warren
Menendez Schumer Whitehouse
Merkley Shaheen Wyden
NOT VOTING—3
Jones McCain Rounds

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 49, the nays are 48.
The motion is agreed to.

————

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the nomination.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read the nomination of Russell Vought,
of Virginia, to be Deputy Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Maine.

(The remarks of Ms. COLLINS and Mr.
HEINRICH pertaining to the introduc-
tion of S. 2458 are printed in today’s
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro-
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.””)

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oregon.

REMEMBERING URSULA K. LE GUIN

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the extraordinary life
and work of one of Oregon’s finest, Ur-
sula K. Le Guin, who, after a long life,
passed away in my hometown of Port-
land on January 22 at the age of 88.

You would have a tough time over-
stating Mrs. Le Guin’s impact on
American literature, particularly on
the genres of fantasy and science fic-
tion. She didn’t invent science fiction
or fantasy literature, but what she did,
in true Oregon fashion, is redefine
them.

Millions of school children in Oregon
and around the world know her best as
the author of the unforgettable
Earthsea series. She also wrote essays,
poetry, and short stories throughout
her life. To the end, she fiercely re-
sisted the constant attempts to pigeon-
hole her as a sci-fi author.

Over five decades, she upended con-
ventions, shattered ceilings, and in-
spired generations of readers and au-
thors. She is going to be missed, even
as her legacy lives on.

Ursula Le Guin was born TUrsula
Kroeber on October 21, 1921, in Berke-
ley, CA. Her parents were both success-
ful anthropologists who encouraged
their kids to think and to question. Ex-
posed to mythology and science fiction
at an early age, she soon grew tired of
what she would later describe as White
men and soldiers going forth and con-
quering the universe.

A shy young woman, she escaped the
anxieties of adolescence by reading au-
thors like Austen, Shelley, and Tolstoy
in her local public library. She went on
to Radcliffe College, graduating Phi
Beta Kappa in 1951. She earned a mas-
ter’s degree from Columbia University
the following year and won a pres-
tigious Fulbright scholarship to con-
tinue her studies in Paris.
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She met fellow Fulbright scholar
Charles Le Guin on her way there, and
they were married shortly thereafter.

The pair returned to the TUnited
States and ultimately settled in Or-
egon in the late 1950s, when her hus-
band took a job at Portland State Uni-
versity. She focused on the couple’s
three children and on her writing, re-
turning to science fiction with
“Rocannon’s World” in 1966. Two years
later, she published ‘“A Wizard of
Earthsea,” the first in a series of high-
ly acclaimed fantasy novels that have
remained in print to the delight of mil-
lions.

I can’t imagine it is an easy feat for
any author to create an entire universe
that sticks in the minds of readers for
generations. In building Earthsea, Mrs.
Le Guin joined that elite group of fic-
tion writers, like Tolkien and C.S.
Lewis, who have done just that.

More impressively, she used her writ-
ing to push back against social injus-
tices and social constraints. She wrote
about environmental destruction,
about feminism and gender inequality,
about racism, about war and peace. She
wrote about women protagonists and
about non-White heroes when they
were even less commonly highlighted
than they are today. She wrote about
multidimensional characters and oth-
ers who sought to better themselves
and their societies rather than bend
others to their will.

The more Mrs. Le Guin wrote, the
more people would read, and the more
the awards started to pile up. She
racked up awards in the course of her
career like few authors have—multiple
Hugo, Nebula, and Locus Awards, a Na-
tional Book Award, a Newbery Medal,
and a Pushcart Prize. In 1977, she was
shortlisted for the Pulitzer Prize.

She twice won the Hugo and Nebula
Awards in the same year, for 1969’s
“The Left Hand of Darkness’” and in
1974 for ‘‘The Dispossessed.”

I would be here until next week if I
tried to list all of her achievements,
but because we have a rule in the
Wyden household against filibustering
friends, let me just say that in 2000, the
Library of Congress made official what
all of Oregon had long known. It de-
clared that Ursula Le Guin was a “‘Liv-
ing Legend’” for her contributions to
American literature.

The fact is, we love our bookstores,
and I very often kid Michael Powell
and my wife Nancy that they are the
LeBron James and Damian Lillard of
bookstores. The fact is, Mrs. Le Guin
has been in demand in bookstores and
libraries for decades, and she has al-
ways been sharing that wisdom in her
books with visitors near and far.
Thanks to her example and her influ-
ence, generations of women writers
have blazed new trails and defied old
dogmas.

As a dad who knows full well the im-
portance of reading in a child’s life,
this is really a special honor today to
be able to stand before this distin-
guished body and remember Ursula K.
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Le Guin, her life and her legacy. Her
pioneering writing is going to continue
to make readers challenge their con-
ceptions and contemplate their role in
this enormously vast universe for dec-
ades to come. Her long career’s worth
of great works will be treasured far
into the future. I especially appreciate
the opportunity to recognize the ex-
traordinary work of a woman who did
so much to promote writing and at-
tract young readers at home in Oregon
and the chance to have been able to
recognize Ursula Le Guin today before
the U.S. Senate.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the order
for the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent to speak for up
to 20 minutes as in morning business.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLIMATE CHANGE

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
am here for my 198th ‘“Time to Wake
Up” speech with my increasingly dog-
eared and beaten chart.

My last two speeches focused on,
shall we say, the peculiar role two of
this country’s largest trade associa-
tions play on climate change. They
have dozens and dozens of member
companies that support action on cli-
mate change. Renewable energy now
provides more jobs than fossil fuels and
lots of American manufacturing. Yet
the U.S. Chamber of Commerce and the
National Association of Manufacturers
spend millions and millions of dollars
lobbying Congress against climate ac-
tion, against renewables, and in favor
of the fossil fuel industry. Go figure.

In 2016, Senator WARREN and I sur-
veyed the 108 companies on the cham-
ber of commerce’s board, and we
couldn’t find a single one that would
endorse the chamber’s anti-climate
lobbying—not one. Many of these com-
panies had very public pro-climate po-
sitions. None said they had even been
consulted by the chamber about the
chamber’s anti-climate crusade.

The U.S. Chamber of Commerce’s war
on climate action isn’t just in lobbying
Congress. It also spends tens of mil-
lions of dollars in elections, using po-
litical attack ads to sink pro-climate
candidates. So I asked in my last
speeches: Why? Why does the chamber
and NAM advance the special interests
of the fossil fuel industry, opposing cli-
mate action, ignoring their own pro-
climate members, and turning their
backs on the whole renewable energy
and green technology economy? Why,
indeed.

Well, today I would like to talk
about a fossil fuel trade association—
the American Petroleum Institute,
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