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have between the internet and their
ability to control their own lives. That
is what the battle is all about, those
nodding heads of the pages in the well
of the Senate. Those are the people
who are going to be making a dif-
ference, the millennials, the generation
Z young people who want this to be
open for entrepreneurial activity and
for democracy.
GUN VIOLENCE

Mr. President, I also want to speak
for a few moments about the epidemic
of gun violence in our country. Almost
2 weeks ago, a 19-year-old armed with
an AR-15 semiautomatic rifle entered
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High
School in Parkland, FL, and killed 14
students and 3 teachers, and 14 others
were injured. Time and again, we have
seen this tragedy play out and time
and again we are seeing Congress fail
to act.

Each year we lose 33,000 American
lives due to gun violence. In instances
of disease, illness, natural disaster,
this level of widespread death would be
met with immediate and meaningful
action by Congress. Yet we continually
abdicate our moral responsibility when
it comes to gun violence prevention.
We don’t have to accept this epidemic
of gun violence in our country. It is not
preordained. It is preventable.

So what should Congress do?

First, we should allow public health
researchers to study the causes of gun
violence so they can find solutions to
this public health crisis. Right now,
zero dollars are spent at the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention on
gun violence prevention research. That
is because since 1996, an appropriations
rider has prohibited the Centers for
Disease Control from advocating or
promoting gun control.

Just last week, Secretary of Health
and Human Services Alex Azar said he
would not let the rider impede the
CDC’s research into the causes of gun
violence. So there is no reason now not
to fully fund this critical research
agenda.

I have introduced legislation to fund
research into the causes and preven-
tion of gun violence. My bill now has 32
cosponsors in the Senate. I urge my
colleagues on both sides of the aisle to
cosponsor this commonsense bill. It is
long past time that we treat gun vio-
lence like the public health emergency
it is, but we must also keep guns out of
the hands of those who should not have
them.

Currently, anyone can use a handgun
in America—whether it is the gun’s
owner, a thief, or, tragically, a young
child, but it doesn’t have to be this
way. Technology exists now that can
authorize handgun use only by its
owner. In the 21st century, we have to
use advances in technology to our ad-
vantage, and we can save lives by using
it.

That is why I used the opportunity to
introduce smart gun legislation that
will require all handguns manufactured
in the United States to be personalized
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for operation only by the authorized
user. That means, unless you are au-
thorized by fingerprint or other tech-
nology, you will not be able to fire that
handgun. If we can do it for an iPhone,
we should be able to do it for a hand-
gun so that if a child gets ahold of a
gun, if it is not their thumb, they can-
not fire it. If someone steals a gun
from a home, it will not work because
it will not be their thumb that is on
the barrel of that gun. That is ulti-
mately a way to reduce dramatically
the amount of harm we see in our
country.

We must also ban these military-
style assault weapons like the AR-15,
which are the guns of choice for those
who seek to inflict mass casualties on
civilians. These are weapons that be-
long in combat, not in our commu-
nities.

We must also pass legislation to en-
sure that all gun purchases include a
background check. In fact, 97 percent
of all Americans now support expanded
background checks—97 percent of all
Americans. No one should be able to
purchase a gun through Facebook or
Instagram without a background
check. Instagram should not mean
“Instagun,” with no background check.
That is crazy. That is crazy. You can
go on Instagram and buy a gun without
a background check. That is crazy in
America in 2018.

We have the capacity to quickly do
background checks to be able to find
out whether somebody should be able
to purchase a gun. It is crazy not to
have that kind of a system put in
place.

If you can buy a gun on Instagram,
we should be able to check online
whether or not that person, in fact,
should be allowed legally to purchase
the gun.

Let’s close the gun show loophole, as
well as the one that allows someone on
the terrorist watch list to purchase a
weapon. Let’s close the loophole that
allows domestic abusers to buy guns.
Let’s close the loophole that allows
straw purchasers to buy guns and flood
our streets with them. Let’s ban bump
stocks. Let’s repeal the Protection of
Lawful Commerce in Arms Act, or
PLCAA, and take away the gun manu-
facturers’ immunity from civil liabil-
ity. These are sensible steps.

What is not sensible is hoping that
thoughts and prayers will prevent the
next shooting. This generation of
young people recognize this truth, and
that is why they are leading this chil-
dren’s crusade. They are picking up
microphones and raising their voices.
They are saying enough is enough. It is
my hope that this might just be the
movement that pushes Republican
leaders, once and for all, to take action
on gun violence and make the NRA
stand for ‘‘not relevant anymore’” in
American politics. This is the time for
that to take place on the Senate floor.

This generation of young people is
rising up, and they are demanding that
we protect this country from the
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scourge of gun violence. Like genera-
tions past, this one is making the
change they want to see in our society.

So, to them, let me say: I hear you.
I am with you, and I will fight with you
to ensure that not one more student
has to endure what you did, not one
more person has to be damaged because
we did not put the laws on the books
that should have been there to prevent
this harm from occurring. I will fight
with you to ensure that this does not
happen in one more school in our coun-
try.

That is our challenge. That is the
goal we should set. That is what should
be the agenda here on the floor of the
Senate in 2018.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Arizona.

NO-FLY LIST GUN LEGISLATION

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. President, I rise
today in support of bipartisan legisla-
tion aimed at ensuring that those indi-
viduals who are on the Department of
Homeland Security’s no-fly list are
likewise not able to have access to
guns. I just met with several of the stu-
dents from the shooting at the school
in Florida and heard the very compel-
ling case they have made to take this
issue seriously and do what we can on
a commonsense basis to make it more
difficult for those who shouldn’t have
guns to have guns.

Regardless of what happened in Flor-
ida these past couple of weeks, this is
a measure we should have taken before.
It has been brought to the floor of the
Senate, and it has received majority
support here. I think it is simply com-
mon sense that someone who is not
permitted to fly in this country and is
considered by the Federal Government
to be a potential threat to national se-
curity should not be allowed to pur-
chase a firearm.

The no-fly list and the selectee list
that we are talking about is composed
of those who are not allowed to fly.
With the selectee list, it is those who
require additional screening. These are
both narrowly tailored, defined, tar-
geted lists.

This restriction would affect just a
small number of people, all of whom
would be afforded due process under
the Constitution. Those who find them-
selves on either of these lists would
have the authority to challenge that
designation, and the onus would be on
the government, not the individual; the
onus would be on the government to
justify the classification and to prove
that they should not be allowed to pur-
chase a firearm. These are strong, ro-
bust, due process protections that
would make sure that these restric-
tions are constitutionally sound.

This bill also adds another layer of
safety for citizens from those who
would do us harm, ensuring that any-
one who has been denied the right to
fly cannot purchase a weapon without
at least undergoing additional scru-
tiny. It simply stands to reason that if
we fear that someone may use our com-
mercial airlines as a weapon or to
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harm those on board, we should not
allow that same person to purchase a
weapon without additional scrutiny.

I encourage my colleagues to review
this bipartisan legislation and to join
me, along with Senator COLLINS and a
number of our colleagues here—a bipar-
tisan group of Senators—in supporting
this commonsense piece of legislation.

I hope we will have a debate on some
of these measures. I will be talking in
the coming days about some of the
other measures that we ought to take
to make sure that we don’t put guns in
the hands of those who shouldn’t have
them.

My heart goes out to those in Flor-
ida, and my vote will go here to meas-
ures that will make schools safer.

I yield the floor.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President,
today the Senate is voting to confirm
Judge Elizabeth Branch to serve as a
U.S. circuit court judge for the Elev-
enth Circuit. Judge Branch was favor-
ably reported out of the Judiciary
Committee on a 19-2 bipartisan vote.
She has broad bipartisan support from
her home State of Georgia. The Amer-
ican Bar Association rated Judge
Branch as unanimously well-qualified.
If the Senate confirms Judge Branch,
as I am confident it will, she will be
the fourth woman confirmed by the
Senate to the Federal courts of appeals
in the 115th Congress, three more than
the one woman confirmed at this point
in President Obama’s first term.

Judge Branch’s judicial career and
broad range of legal experiences have
well prepared her to serve on the Elev-
enth Circuit. Judge Branch was ap-
pointed to the Georgia Court of Ap-
peals in 2012. In her time on the appel-
late bench, she has participated in over
1,600 cases. Before joining the bench,
Judge Branch spent several years in
private practice. She also served in
government, including her role as a top
lawyer for the Department of Home-
land Security. Judge Branch received
her B.A. from Davidson College and her
J.D. from Emory. After law school,
Judge Branch clerked for Judge Owen
Forrester on the U.S. District Court for
the Northern District of Georgia.

As I noted earlier, if confirmed,
Judge Branch will become the fourth
female circuit court judge confirmed
under President Trump. Her confirma-
tion puts her in good company, joining
a class of first-rate female jurists and
legal scholars. She will join a group
that includes: Seventh Circuit Judge
Amy Coney Barrett, a former professor
at Notre Dame University Law School
and law clerk to Justice Scalia; Tenth
Circuit Judge Allison Eid, a former
Colorado Supreme Court Justice and
law clerk to Justice Thomas; and Sixth
Circuit Judge Joan Larsen, another
clerk of Justice Scalia and former
Michigan Supreme Court justice. I am
confident that Judge Branch will serve
as an excellent addition to this out-
standing class of female circuit court
judges.

Judge Branch’s impressive back-
ground and bipartisan support suggest
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that she will be an excellent court of
appeals judge. I am pleased to support
her nomination today.

Mr. FLAKE. I suggest the absence of
a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
FLAKE). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

Under the previous
postcloture time is expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Branch nomi-
nation?

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, I ask for
the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant bill clerk called the
roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. McCCAIN), the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS),
and the Senator from Alaska (Mr. SUL-
LIVAN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Alabama (Mr. JONES) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
JOHNSON). Are there any other Senators
in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 73,
nays 23, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 38 Ex.]

The

order, all

YEAS—T3
Alexander Feinstein Moran
Baldwin Fischer Murkowski
Barrasso Flake Nelson
Bennet Gardner Paul
Blunt Graham Perdue
Boozman Grassley Portman
Burr Hassan Risch
Capito Hatch
Cardin Heitkamp gobgrts
ubio

Carper Heller

N Sasse
Casey Hirono
Cassidy Hoeven Scott
Cochran Inhofe Shaheen
Collins Isakson Shelby
Coons Johnson Smith
Corker Kaine Tester
Cornyn Kennedy Thune
Cotton King Tillis
Crapo Klobuchar Toomey
Cruz Lankford Van Hollen
Daines Leahy Warner
Donnelly Lee Whitehouse
Durbin Manchin Wicker
Enzi McCaskill Young
Ernst McConnell

NAYS— 23
Blumenthal Heinrich Sanders
Booker Markey Schatz
Brown Menendez Schumer
Cantwell Merkley Stabenow
Cortez Masto Murphy Udall
Duckworth Murray Warren
Gillibrand Peters Wyden
Harris Reed

NOT VOTING—4

Jones Rounds
McCain Sullivan

The nomination was confirmed.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
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consider is considered made and laid
upon the table and the President will
be immediately notified of the Senate’s
action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Russell Vought, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Director of the Office of Management
and Budget.

Mitch McConnell, Pat Roberts, Roy
Blunt, Shelley Moore Capito, Thom
Tillis, Richard Burr, Roger F. Wicker,
Mike Crapo, Orrin G. Hatch, John Bar-
rasso, Johnny Isakson, Michael B.
Enzi, John Boozman, Mike Rounds,
James M. Inhofe, John Thune, Lindsey
Graham.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Russell Vought, of Virginia, to be
Deputy Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget, shall be brought
to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Arizona (Mr. McCAIN), the Sen-
ator from South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Alabama (Mr. JONES) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Are there
any other Senators in the Chamber de-
siring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49,
nays 48, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 39 Ex.]

YEAS—49
Alexander Fischer Paul
Barrasso Flake Perdue
Blunt Gardner Portman
Boozman Graham Risch
Burr Grassley Roberts
Capito Hatch Rubio
Cassidy Heller Sasse
Cochran Hoeven
Collins Inhofe Zﬁog
Corker Isakson oy
Cornyn Johnson Sullivan
Cotton Kennedy Thupe
Crapo Lankford Tillis
Cruz Lee Toomey
Daines McConnell Wicker
Enzi Moran Young
Ernst Murkowski

NAYS—48
Baldwin Carper Feinstein
Bennet Casey Gillibrand
Blumenthal Coons Harris
Booker Cortez Masto Hassan
Brown Donnelly Heinrich
Cantwell Duckworth Heitkamp
Cardin Durbin Hirono
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