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Maryland. The child knew his mother 
only briefly; they were cruelly sepa-
rated when he was young. He knew his 
father only by the rumors. He didn’t 
even know the exact day of his birth. 
Yes, even his birthday—for many of us, 
that foundational aspect of identity— 
was denied him by the cruel master of 
slavery. 

This slave was whipped and beaten. 
His days were filled with toil. His 
nights were filled with restless turning 
on a packed dirt floor. But that is not 
where the story ends—no, it is only the 
beginning of the incredible life of Fred-
erick Douglass, the great abolitionist, 
orator, and one of the greatest Ameri-
cans ever to live. As Douglass would 
later write in his memoirs, ‘‘You have 
seen how a man was made a slave. You 
shall see how a slave was made a man.’’ 

For all its terrible might—its blood-
hounds and its implements of torture— 
slavery was not built to withstand 
Frederick Douglass, just as it was not 
built to withstand the universal desire 
for freedom that lies within the heart 
of man. 

Douglass knew that the first step to 
freedom was education, so he taught 
himself to read in secrecy because 
slaves were punished for learning to 
read. Around the time he was 12, he got 
hold of an old textbook called ‘‘The Co-
lumbian Orator.’’ Little did Douglass 
know that around that same time, the 
same textbook was being studied on 
the Illinois prairie by a young man 
named Abraham Lincoln. In that text-
book, Douglass found speeches by 
George Washington and Benjamin 
Franklin—men who revolted against 
tyranny to claim their liberty. In that 
book, he also found a fictional dialogue 
between a slave and his master where 
the master brought forward ‘‘the whole 
argument in behalf of slavery . . . all 
of which was disposed of by the slave.’’ 
Douglass wrote: This exchange ‘‘gave 
tongue to interesting thoughts of [his] 
soul.’’ It kindled his burning convic-
tion that slavery was wrong and he 
must escape it. From that moment on, 
Douglass was a grave threat to the 
very institution of slavery itself. He 
was free in his own mind. 

Douglass’ journey ‘‘from the tomb of 
slavery, to the heaven of freedom’’ 
would go through many dramatic 
twists and turns before its conclusion. 
When a notorious slave breaker tried 
to beat him for disobeying orders, 
Douglass wrestled him into submission. 
He insisted on being treated as a man, 
and from that day forward, he was 
never whipped again. 

Douglass’ first attempt at escape was 
a failure, thwarted at the last minute 
by a betrayal of confidence. He did not 
fail a second time. In 1938, traveling in 
disguise under an assumed identity, 
Douglass took a steamboat north to 
the blessedness of freedom. At this 
point in the story, you might expect 
Douglass to fade from history, to enjoy 
a modest and tranquil life with his wife 
and his children. But no—the former 
slave, who taught himself to read 

through the words of Cicero and Wash-
ington, went on to be history’s most el-
oquent witness against slavery. He de-
nounced the bloody institution in 1,000 
speeches and from the pages of his own 
abolitionist newspaper, The North 
Star, and he denounced slavery firmly 
from inside the American tradition. 

Like many radical abolitionists, at 
times Frederick Douglass was pro-
foundly ambivalent about his own 
country. Indeed, there was a time in 
his early adulthood when he affirma-
tively hated the United States, prefer-
ring disunion to union with 
slaveholders. But Frederick Douglass 
later came to a different conclusion 
about America. When he read the Na-
tion’s founding documents, he did not 
find codified defenses of slavery; to the 
contrary, he found that the com-
promises the Founders had made to 
slavery were meant to undermine that 
institution over time, not to sustain it. 
What Douglass found in the Founders 
was quite different from what he had 
expected to find. He later said: Their 
message ‘‘is ‘We the people’; not we the 
white people, not even we the citizens, 
not we the privileged class, not we the 
high, not we the low, but we the peo-
ple.’’ 

Douglass was an activist, yes, a mili-
tant, yes, who led recruiting drives for 
Black soldiers during the Civil War. 
But for all of his righteous anger, he 
did not want to cast aside the prin-
ciples of his country. Douglass knew 
that the most powerful antidote to in-
justice was found within the American 
tradition, with its insistence on nat-
ural rights for all men. 

Douglass wrote: 
From the first, I saw no chance of 

bettering the condition of the freedman until 
he should cease to be merely a freedman and 
should become a citizen. . . . The liberties of 
the American people [are] dependent upon 
the ballot-box, the jury-box, and the car-
tridge-box; that without these no class of 
people could live and flourish in this coun-
try. 

Frederick Douglass has many lessons 
to teach us if we are willing to listen. 
I would like to highlight just one more, 
which I think is especially relevant to 
us today. 

At the end of his famous autobiog-
raphy, Frederick Douglass contrasted 
two societies: the slaveholder society 
he was born into and the northern soci-
ety where he was reborn in freedom. 

The slave society he described was 
built on force and fraud. Its religion 
had been perverted to serve earthly 
idols. Its families were torn apart at 
the auction block. Its workers toiled to 
no reward. This society had been 
poisoned by its rejection of the Amer-
ican creed, by its insistence that all 
men are not created equal. Indeed, it 
had become an authoritarian society 
that policed movement, association, 
even intimacy. And for what? To pro-
tect a hideous falsehood. 

The free society Douglass described 
was different. Here, a man could hold 
an honest job, and he worked because 
his work was rewarded, not because he 

feared punishment. Here, a runaway 
slave could make a name for himself, 
rising to a position of esteem in his 
community through his service. Here, a 
family could put down roots and flour-
ish. 

Those are two very different soci-
eties, guided by very different beliefs. 
One is a weak community hiding be-
hind a show of strength. The other is a 
strong and free community with abso-
lutely nothing to hide. 

Today we are blessedly free from the 
institution of slavery, but our commu-
nities have their own problems. The 
American family is in crisis. Our pris-
ons are full, and our pews are empty. 
Heroin and opioids enslave millions. 
Many more are killed before they even 
get the chance to live. 

Yes, we have our own battles to fight. 
In too many ways, we have fallen short 
of the high principles upon which our 
Nation was built. That ultimately is 
why the legacy of Frederick Douglass 
is so very important. He implored his 
generation to heal itself of its greatest 
disease. He calls upon us to do the 
same. 

Thank you. 
I yield the floor. 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-

pore. The clerk will call the roll. 
The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 

call the roll. 
Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 

unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
YOUNG). Without objection, it is so or-
dered. 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the provisions of rule XXII, 
all postcloture time on the Branch 
nomination expire at 4 p.m. today and 
the Senate vote on the nomination 
with no intervening action or debate. 
Finally, if confirmed, the motion to re-
consider be considered made and laid 
upon the table and the President be im-
mediately notified of the Senate’s ac-
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

RECESS 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
stand in recess as under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 12:18 p.m., recessed until 2:15 p.m. 
and reassembled when called to order 
by the Presiding Officer (Mr. 
PORTMAN). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CRUZ). The Senator from Ohio. 

HONORING OFFICERS ANTHONY MORELLI AND 
ERIC JOERING 

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to talk today about two 
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brave Ohioans who were tragically 
killed while serving their community 
and all of us. 

On Saturday, February 10, Ohio lost 
two of its finest when Westerville Po-
lice Officers Anthony Morelli and Eric 
Joering were fatally shot responding to 
a 9–1-1 call. They rushed to the scene. 
When they arrived, they were under 
fire. Officer Joering was killed at the 
scene. Officer Morelli died in surgery 
later that day. 

Officer Morelli was a 29-year veteran 
of the Westerville Police Department. 
He leaves behind his wife Linda, their 
daughter Beth, and son Chris. Officer 
Joering was a 16-year veteran of the 
Westerville Police Department, where 
he was a K–9 officer partnered with his 
dog Sam. 

Eric loved working with Sam, but 
what he really loved were his kids and 
his wife. His most important job, he 
said, was being a husband and a father. 
He is survived by his wife Jami and his 
beautiful daughters Eva, Elena, and 
Ella. 

Both men were loved and respected 
members of the Westerville commu-
nity, and both will be sorely missed. I 
had a chance to talk to a number of 
their fellow officers, their colleagues, 
over the weekend and heard many sto-
ries about them, their bravery, and 
their commitment to service. 

I also had the great honor to meet 
with the families of both of these fallen 
officers over this past weekend in Co-
lumbus, OH. Linda Morelli and Jami 
Joering are incredibly strong women 
and incredibly strong mothers. I ex-
pressed my thanks from all Ohioans for 
their husbands’ service. I also had a 
chance to talk to four of the five chil-
dren about their fathers’ exemplary 
service; that they had fallen in service 
to all of us and how much we appre-
ciated them. 

The U.S. Capitol has flags that are 
flown for special occasions, and two 
flags were flown in honor of the sac-
rifices these two good men made pro-
tecting the people of Ohio. 

Throughout this tragic situation, I 
will say the people of Central Ohio and, 
frankly, across the Nation have 
stepped up in big ways to support and 
assist these two families. I am encour-
aged by the kindness and generosity we 
have seen. 

I want to take a moment to just say 
that these two brave officers, Tony Mo-
relli and Eric Joering, were the best. 
They made the ultimate sacrifice for 
all of us. Today, we hold their families 
up in prayer. 

(The remarks of Mr. PORTMAN per-
taining to the introduction of S. 2456 
are printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. PORTMAN. I yield back. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from South Dakota. 
TAX REFORM 

Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, tax re-
form is working. The Tax Cuts and 
Jobs Act has been the law of the land 

for just 2 months, but it is already 
helping American workers. 

When it came time to draft tax re-
form legislation, we had one objective, 
and that was to make hard-working 
Americans’ lives better. To accomplish 
that, we focused on two important pri-
orities. 

First, we focused on immediately in-
creasing Americans’ take-home pay. 
We lowered tax rates across the board, 
we nearly doubled the standard deduc-
tion, and we doubled the child tax cred-
it. All of those provisions went into ef-
fect on January 1, and by the end of 
this month, according to the IRS, 90 
percent of the American people should 
see lower paychecks. 

While immediate relief for hard- 
working Americans was crucial, we 
wanted more than that. We wanted to 
give the American people access to the 
kinds of jobs and the kinds of wages 
and opportunities that would set them 
up for long-term security. We wanted 
to give them the kinds of jobs and 
wages where they wouldn’t be forced to 
choose between sending their kids to 
college and saving for a secure retire-
ment or between paying the mortgage 
or medical bills. So in addition to low-
ering the tax burden on Americans di-
rectly, we set about improving the 
playing field for American businesses 
so that we could make things better for 
American workers. 

Needless to say, in order for Amer-
ican workers to thrive, the American 
economy has to thrive, and that means 
that American businesses have to 
thrive. It is pretty hard for a small 
business to hire a new worker or to 
raise wages if the owner can barely pay 
the tax bill. It is unlikely that an 
American company is going to have a 
lot of spare cash for investing in its 
workforce if it is struggling to compete 
with foreign companies that are paying 
far less in taxes. It is unlikely that 
America’s global companies are going 
to focus on reinvesting in the United 
States if they face a tax penalty for 
bringing foreign earnings back home. 
So we lowered our Nation’s massive 
corporate tax rate, which, up until 
January 1, was the highest corporate 
tax rate in the developed world. We 
lowered tax rates across the board for 
owners of small- and medium-sized 
businesses, farms, and ranches. We ex-
panded business owners’ ability to re-
cover investments they make in their 
businesses, which will free up cash that 
they can reinvest into their operations 
and their workers. We brought the U.S. 
international tax system into the 21st 
century by replacing our outdated 
worldwide system with a modernized 
territorial tax system so that Amer-
ican businesses are not operating at a 
disadvantage next to their foreign com-
petitors. 

The goal in all of this was to free up 
businesses to increase their invest-
ments in the American economy and in 
American workers, and that is exactly 
what businesses are doing. The list of 
tax reform good news keeps growing— 

wage increases, new jobs, increased in-
vestment, bonuses, benefit increases, 
and the list goes on and on. 

Take utility bills. Lower utility bills 
might not be the first result we think 
of from tax reform, but tax reform is 
saving utility companies money, and 
they are passing those savings on to 
consumers. 

Washington, DC, radio station WTOP 
reports: 

In a flip-flop related to tax reform, [utility 
company] Pepco now says it wants to cut 
rates instead of raise them. 

In December and January, the utility an-
nounced plans to raise rates in D.C. and 
Maryland respectively. . . . But the sweeping 
Federal tax bill signed into law late last year 
meant a significant tax savings for the util-
ity. As a result, Pepco is now asking the 
Maryland Public Service Commission to ap-
prove a rate cut. 

That is right—they were talking 
about a rate increase, but now they are 
talking about a rate cut in their utility 
rates. 

Take this story from the Daily En-
ergy Insider titled ‘‘Federal Tax Cut 
More Than Reverses Eversource Rate 
Increase in Massachusetts.’’ 

The Daily Energy Insider: 
Many Eversource Energy electricity cus-

tomers in Massachusetts who were expecting 
to see a rate increase this year instead will 
see a rate reduction because of the recent 
Federal corporate tax cut. 

‘‘What was expected to be about a $36 mil-
lion annual rate increase has turned into a 
$20 million annual decrease,’’ said the Massa-
chusetts Department of Public Utilities. 

In my home State of South Dakota, 
Black Hills Energy in Rapid City is 
working with regulators to pass tax 
savings on to South Dakotans. So far, 
utility companies in at least 39 States 
are passing tax savings on to con-
sumers, and that can be a real help to 
family budgets. Everybody knows how 
much gets spent out of every family’s 
budget on utilities, on energy, and cer-
tainly in my part of the country in 
South Dakota, with the cold winters, 
that is even amplified. It can be a real 
help to family budgets, particularly 
families who are living paycheck to 
paycheck. 

In Florida, Florida Power and Light 
Company announced that thanks to 
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, it will no 
longer require its customers to pay a 
surcharge for Hurricane Irma restora-
tion. Instead, the company reports: 

Florida Power and Light plans to apply 
federal tax savings toward the $1.3 billion 
cost of Hurricane Irma restoration, which 
will save each of Florida Power and Light’s 
4.9 million customers an average of approxi-
mately $250. 

Thanks to tax reform, good news for 
American workers seems to just pour 
in daily, whether it is lower utility 
bills, new jobs, bonuses, or, as Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield of North Caro-
lina announced last week, lower rate 
increases on health insurance. 

I am proud that tax reform is accom-
plishing our goal of making life better 
for hard-working Americans, and I look 
forward to seeing even more benefits 
for American workers in the weeks and 
months to come. 
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