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be an excellent and necessary place to
start. It doesn’t make sense that we
allow anyone, regardless of his crimi-
nal history—felons—or a history of
mental illness, to walk into a gun show
or to go online and buy a gun with no
questions asked. There is no sense in
that. When I wrote the Brady Law back
in 1993, gun shows were not popular,
and we didn’t have internet sales to
worry about at the time because there
was no internet. These loopholes grew
and grew and grew over time. Now, it is
hard to know the exact number be-
cause we don’t record the number of
guns that are sold at gun shows or on-
line, but about one-fifth of all gun sales
happen without there being back-
ground checks.

It is likely that criminals and others
who are up to no good have a higher
percentage because they do not want to
be detected and go through background
checks. It is outrageous that so many
guns are sold with there being no back-
ground checks whatsoever—whether
you are a felon, one who is adjudicated
mentally ill, or a spousal abuser. It is
outrageous. We should close those loop-
holes and close them now. We should
have comprehensive background
checks, not just a little something here
and a little something there. Com-
prehensive background checks are sup-
ported overwhelmingly by the Amer-
ican people.

Later this morning, just in about 15,
20 minutes, I will be meeting with sev-
eral of the students—the brave, coura-
geous students—from Stoneman Doug-
las High School. I want to hear what
they have to say. These brave students,
whether at the Florida statehouse or
on national television, have spoken out
with passion, with eloquence, with
grace. I believe they are changing the
way our country thinks about this
issue. I hope—I pray—they compel us
to do something significant because we
cannot settle for half measures, not
after what happened in Florida, not
after so many tragedies.

The fix NICS bill is an idea that has
wide support in this Chamber, but it is
tiny. It is a grant program that ad-
dresses one specific issue. Now, we have
a whole host of issues to address, not
just one. Fix NICS was aimed by the
Senator from Texas at a particular
tragedy in Texas by which a member of
the Air Force had a record that would
have disqualified him from getting a
gun, but the Air Force failed to send
the statement to NICS. It is a good
thing to make sure that doesn’t hap-
pen, but we should not be aiming our
gun legislation simply at one past trag-
edy. We must look to the future and
what will prevent future tragedies.
Comprehensive background checks
will; the Fix NICS bill will not.

So let’s not set our sights too narrow
and squander this moment. Let’s try
for significant, bipartisan legislation
that will make a real difference in
keeping our children safe. Even as our
caucus discusses what legislation is
best—and in our leadership meeting,
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we had an outstanding discussion this
morning—I look forward to working
with our Republican colleagues to see
if we can get something real done.

NET NEUTRALITY

Mr. President, on another matter,
today Senate Democrats will be intro-
ducing our legislation to reverse the
FCC’s repeal of net neutrality. It has
the support of every single Democrat
and one Senate Republican, Senator
COLLINS from the State of Maine.

I say to all my Republican col-
leagues: This CRA is the best way to
undo the terrible decision to repeal net
neutrality. It is an important debate.
At stake are two opposing visions of
the future of the internet.

For its entire history, the internet
has been free and open, accessible to all
Americans. It has been a true public
good, just as our highways have.
Whether you are on Main Street or
Wall Street, you have the same inter-
net. Whether you are a consumer or big
corporation, you have the same inter-
net. Whether you are a teacher in a
wealthy school or an underresourced
school, you have the same internet.
Equality of access has driven innova-
tion and entrepreneurship and so much
of what we value in the American spir-
it and the American economy. It is the
American way.

Net neutrality rules were put in
place to ensure that the internet re-
mains that way—open and equal access
to all, no matter who you are, how
much money you have, how much
power you have. But the repeal by the
Republican-led FCC has opened us to
an entirely new universe where inter-
net service providers—the big boys—
will have the authority to sell quality
internet to the highest bidder. That
means they could restrict customers’
access to their favorite websites by
forcing them to buy internet packages
or pay more for premium services.

Big companies could pay to get faster
internet service, while startups and
small businesses and average Ameri-
cans are left in the slow lane.

Everything from Netflix, to Amazon
Prime, to Spotify, streaming tele-
vision, sports, and movies could be
slower if you don’t pay up.

Public schools that don’t pay for pre-
mium service could be put at a signifi-
cant disadvantage.

Startups that are looking to get
their businesses off the ground but
aren’t large enough to negotiate faster
internet delivery with ISPs might
never take off. Our startups in New
York are scared to death of the elimi-
nation of net neutrality, and they have
created hundreds of thousands of jobs
in my city and millions throughout the
country.

The internet without net neutrality
is a tale of two internets, where the
best internet goes to the highest bidder
and everyone else loses.

We have an opportunity to save the
internet with our CRA, which would re-
institute net neutrality rules that keep
the internet just the way it is now.
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Democrats believe that the future of
the internet must be as free and open
as in the past; that the startup founder
living in her parents’ basement should
be able to compete with the world’s
largest corporations; that the young
student in an underserved school dis-
trict should be able to find all the in-
formation he needs online; that every
American should be able to afford eas-
ily accessible internet. If we start gra-
dating the internet, it could dramati-
cally hurt our economy and hurt equal-
ity in America—something we are all
striving for.

Right now, unfortunately, only one
Republican has signed up for the fair,
open vision of an internet that we need
and want to keep. All we need is one
more. On this net neutrality day of ac-
tion, I urge all Americans to contact
their Senators and demand they sign
up with us to save the internet.

REPUBLICAN TAX BILL

Mr. President, finally, a word on the
Republican tax bill. When President
Trump and congressional Republicans
were trying to sell their tax bill, all we
heard about was how it is going to be a
boon to workers, stimulate invest-
ments in new factories, raise wages,
and create jobs. It is a few months
after the tax bill, and the promises
have not been backed up by the evi-
dence.

Now the evidence is flowing in that
corporations are spending the lion’s
share of the benefits they reap on the
tax bill not on workers but on goosing
their own stock.

A headline from Monday’s New York
Times states “Trump’s Tax Cuts in
Hand, Companies Spend More on Them-
selves Than on Wages.”” The article
goes on to document how the Repub-
lican tax bill has unleashed a wave of
share buybacks and stock repurchasing
programs, things which help out rich
executives and shareholders but don’t
accomplish much for everyday Amer-
ican workers. If you are a CEO of a
company, you are judged by whether
your stock is going up. The quickest
hit on that is to buy back your shares,
reduce the number. It doesn’t help your
workers, it doesn’t help American pro-
ductivity, but it helps your bottom
line, Mr. CEO.

That is so wrong, that we passed a
huge tax bill and put ourselves in deep
debt so that much of the money can go
to corporate executives—not improving
the actual performance of their compa-
nies but just raising the value of their
stock by buybacks. That is so wrong.

The article in the New York Times
documents how the Republican tax bill
has unleashed this wave of share
buybacks and stock repurchasing pro-
grams, which, as I said, helps out rich
executives and shareholders but
doesn’t accomplish much for everyday
workers.

Rather than investing in new equip-
ment and research, raising wages, pro-
viding better benefits, and raising pro-
ductivity, which we are so short of here
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in America right now, corporate Amer-
ica is using the Trump tax cut to give
itself a raise.

At Morgan Stanley—hardly a left-
wing company—the analysts surveyed
a bunch of companies, and the compa-
nies surveyed said that they would pass
only 13 percent of the Trump tax cut
savings on to workers, compared to the
43 percent that go to share buybacks.
For manufacturers—we all care about
manufacturing—it is even worse. They
expect 9 percent to go to workers and
47 percent to go to share buybacks.

Republicans made a conscious deci-
sion to give corporations and the
wealthiest Americans the lion’s share
of the tax cuts and promised it would
trickle down to everybody else. Unfor-
tunately, trickle-down never works.
Corporate America is doing what is
best for corporate America, and work-
ing America is getting left behind.

I yield the floor.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The assistant Democratic leader.
GUN SAFETY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, a few
years ago, an author named Malcolm
Gladwell wrote a book titled ‘“The Tip-
ping Point.”” He spelled out that in the
course of history, when something oc-
curs that changes people’s thinking
and actions, it is a precipitous moment
where what has been done for so long
stops, is reevaluated, and a different
course is followed. The clear question
we have in America today is whether
we have reached a tipping point when
it comes to gun violence.

It has only been 13 days since the
tragedy in Parkland, FL. Look at what
has happened since. Of course there is
outrage, sadness, and mourning for the
families who lost these wonderful stu-
dents, teachers, and administrators,
but beyond that, these high school stu-
dents—17, 18 years old, some even
younger—have become a national
voice, a powerful voice on the issue of
gun safety in schools.

I often wondered when this moment
might occur or whether it would occur.
There has been such a long litany and
string of mass shootings and mas-
sacres. It is sad to say that there was
a numbness setting in. When terrible
things occurred in places like Las
Vegas, Texas, and other States, you
wondered, is that the event? Will the
killing of those innocent children in
Sandy Hook Elementary School in
Connecticut be the tipping point? Will
America finally say ‘‘enough’”? It ap-
pears that on this day, 13 days after the
tragedy in Florida, we are near or at a
tipping point when it comes to gun
safety.

Some of it is very personal. Two
weeks ago, after this occurred, my 6-
year-old granddaughter said to her
mother that she had been warned in
her first grade classroom that if a
shooter should turn up at school firing
a gun, first, she should stay away from
the windows, and second, she should lie
down on the floor. I can’t tell you what
a profound impact that had on me as a
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grandfather to think that my little
first grader, this beautiful little girl,
was worried about the moment when
somebody would walk in her classroom
and wantonly try to kill the students
and teachers who are there.

I cannot believe that any sane person
believes that the Second Amendment
to the Constitution—the right to bear
arms—envisioned that possibility. I am
sure it didn’t. I am sure our Founding
Fathers—and we can debate for the
rest of the day what their words actu-
ally meant—never envisioned that an
American citizen’s right to bear arms
could somehow translate into violence
against so many innocent people, as it
has over and over again.

Last week, I was in Chicago. I was
joined at a press conference by gun
safety advocates at the Martin Luther
King Jr. Community Center on the
South Side. We stood together, victims
of gun violence and I, at a press con-
ference. With me were advocates from
Hadiya’s Promise and the Illinois
Council Against Handgun Violence,
who have been working together for
years to combat the scourge gun vio-
lence in Illinois. I also stood with Pat-
rick Korellis, who was wounded on Feb-
ruary 14 10 years ago at a mass school
shooting at Northern Illinois Univer-
sity in DeKalb, IL.

A new voice came to join us, a grad-
uate from Marjory Stoneman Douglas
High School in Parkland, FL, named
Francyn Brown. She graduated from
Stoneman Douglas in 2009. She is cur-
rently a law student at the Chicago-
Kent College of Law. She is one of doz-
ens of Stoneman Douglas graduates in
the Chicago area—which include, inci-
dentally, the first baseman for the Chi-
cago Cubs, Anthony Rizzo—and hun-
dreds, if not thousands, nationwide
who joined together in the aftermath
of the February 14 mass shooting that
killed 14 Stoneman Douglas students
and 3 staff. These young men and
women have come together to speak up
and urge their lawmakers to do some-
thing about the Nation’s epidemic of
gun violence. The message is starting
to resonate.

When Francyn Brown was speaking
last Wednesday, students at schools
across the Chicagoland area were walk-
ing out of class in solidarity with
Stoneman Douglas students. They are
all calling for commonsense gun re-
form. These students don’t have time
or patience for political games in
Washington or Springfield. They have
seen their friends, kids just like them-
selves, get shot in their classrooms and
neighborhoods. They have had enough.

Francyn Brown said:

It’s not supposed to matter what side of
the aisle a politician sits. We are supposed to
all protect the future of our children.

I couldn’t agree more.

These students and young people
across the country are changing the de-
bate about gun violence. They are
making it clear how absurd it is for
lawmakers in this Chamber, across the
rotunda, or in State capitals to do
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nothing when Americans get shot
every day in their homes, their neigh-
borhoods, their churches, nightclubs,
concerts, and schools. They are fed up
with politicians in Washington who ig-
nore the overwhelming majority of
Americans who want commonsense gun
safety and listen instead to paranoid,
bullying gun sales lobbyists.

Remember, the National Rifle Asso-
ciation and its allies oppose virtually
anything that hurts gun sales. They
fight against proposals that might re-
duce gun sales, and they try to roll
back laws on the books that limit
them. That is their agenda. But it is
not America’s agenda. Corporate Amer-
ica is starting to walk away from the
NRA. It is no longer a source of pride
that they are doing business with the
National Rifle Association—just the
opposite. We are seeing company after
company end relationships with the
NRA because of its increasingly un-
hinged and hysterical rhetoric on the
issue of gun safety. Corporate Amer-
ica—some of the biggest corporations
in our Nation—realize that the NRA no
longer speaks for responsible gun own-
ers. When will Congress realize this?

We know we need to act to keep our
children safe. There is no single reform
that can stop every shooting, but we
know there are gaps in our gun laws
that make it easy for criminals, abus-
ers, troubled children, and mentally
unstable people to get guns, even mili-
tary assault weapons with bump stocks
and high-capacity magazines.

We need to close these gaps, and that
requires the Republicans who control
Congress to stand up to the NRA and
do something that the NRA might not
like. For starters, my Republican col-
leagues could take up legislation that
the leader of their party, President
Trump, proposed last Thursday. Here is
one of the President’s infamous tweets:

I will be strongly pushing Comprehensive
Background Checks with an emphasis on
Mental Health. Raise age to 21 and end sale
of Bump Stocks! Congress is in a mood to fi-
nally do something on this issue—I hope!

And I hope as well.

There are proposals that Americans
broadly support. Let’s do something. Of
course, the NRA is opposed to most of
these. We expected that. These pro-
posals might have some negative im-
pact on gun sales, but is the gun sales
lobby now in charge of writing bills for
the Senate and the House? Deferring to
the NRA is the reason we have reached
this moment in history.

Remember, the Senate has held one
gun vote since President Trump came
to office, and it was a vote to prevent
mental health records from the Social
Security Administration from going
into the FBI’s gun background check
system. That is the only vote since the
Trump administration took office. It is
the only thing we have done here—roll
back a law on the books on mental
health and background checks. That
was a giveaway to the gun lobby, which
claims to support enforcing the laws on
the books but actually tries to roll
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