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of Maine, and I am certain he will find 
a way to continue to do that.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MCKENZIE BOBBITT 
∑ Mr. THUNE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize McKenzie Bobbitt, an intern 
in my Washington, DC, office, for all of 
the hard work she has done for me, my 
staff, and the State of South Dakota 
over the past several months. 

McKenzie is a graduate of Texas 
A&M University—Commerce, in Com-
merce, TX, having earned a degree in 
business administration. She is a dedi-
cated worker who has been committed 
to getting the most out of her experi-
ence. 

I extend my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to McKenzie for all of the 
fine work she has done and wish her 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING ADJOURNMENT 

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 
Under the authority of the order of 

the Senate of January 3, 2017, the Sec-
retary of the Senate, on February 23, 
2018, during the adjournment of the 
Senate, received a message from the 
House of Representatives announcing 
that the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
MOONEY) had signed the following en-
rolled bills: 

H.R. 1725. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit certain reports 
relating to medical evidence submitted in 
support of claims for benefits under the laws 
administered by the Secretary. 

H.R. 3122. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to include on the internet 
website of the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs a warning regarding dishonest, preda-
tory, or otherwise unlawful practices tar-
geting individuals who are eligible for in-
creased pension on the basis of need for reg-
ular aid and attendance, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 4533. An act to designate the health 
care system of the Department of Veterans 
Affairs in Lexington, Kentucky, as the ‘‘Lex-
ington VA Health Care System’’ and to make 
certain other designations. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
At 3:03 p.m., a message from the 

House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 620. An act to amend the Americans 
with Disabilities Act of 1990 to promote com-
pliance through education, to clarify the re-
quirements for demand letters, to provide for 
a notice and cure period before the com-
mencement of a private civil action, and for 
other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 107. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing Reverend Billy Graham to lie in 
honor in the Rotunda of the Capitol. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 30442(b)(3) of the 

Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 (Public 
Law 115–123), and the order of the 
House of January 3, 2017, the Speaker 
appoints the following Members on the 
part of the House of Representatives to 
the Joint Select Committee on Budget 
and Appropriations Process Reform: 
Mr. WOMACK of Arkansas, Mr. SESSIONS 
of Texas, Mr. WOODALL of Georgia, and 
Mr. ARRINGTON of Texas. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 30422(b)(3) of the 
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 (Public 
Law 115–123), and the order of the 
House of January 3, 2017, the Speaker 
appoints the following Members on the 
part of the House of Representatives to 
the Joint Select Committee on Sol-
vency of Multiemployer Pension Plans: 
Ms. FOXX of North Carolina, Mr. ROE of 
Tennessee, Mr. BUCHANAN of Florida, 
and Mr. SCHWEIKERT of Arizona. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 30442(b)(3) of the 
Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 (Public 
Law 115–123), the Minority Leader ap-
points the following Members on the 
part of the House of Representatives to 
the Joint Select Committee on Budget 
and Appropriations Process Reform: 
Mrs. LOWEY of New York, Mr. YARMUTH 
of Kentucky, Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD of 
California, and Mr. KILMER of Wash-
ington. 

The message also announced that 
that pursuant to section 30422(b)(3) of 
the Bipartisan Budget Act of 2018 (Pub-
lic Law 115–123), the Minority Leader 
appoints the following Members on the 
part of the House of Representatives to 
the Joint Select Committee on Sol-
vency of Multiemployer Pension Plans: 
Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts, Mr. SCOTT 
of Virginia, Mr. NORCROSS of New Jer-
sey, and Mrs. DINGELL of Michigan. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 931(c) of the Com-
prehensive Addiction and Recovery Act 
of 2016 (Public Law 114–198), the Minor-
ity Leader appoints the following indi-
viduals on the part of the House of 
Representatives to the Creating Op-
tions for Veterans’ Expedited Recovery 
(COVER) Commission: Dr. Michael J. 
Potoczniak of El Cerrito, California, 
and Dr. Shira Maguen of San Fran-
cisco, California. 

f 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, with an amendment in the nature of a 
substitute: 

S. 1281. A bill to establish a bug bounty 
pilot program within the Department of 
Homeland Security, and for other purposes 
(Rept. No. 115–209). 

S. 1884. A bill to provide for joint reports 
by relevant Federal agencies to Congress re-
garding incidents of terrorism, and for other 
purposes (Rept. No. 115–210). 

By Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-
fairs, without amendment: 

S. 1791. A bill to amend the Act of August 
25, 1958, commonly known as the ‘‘Former 

Presidents Act of 1958’’, with respect to the 
monetary allowance payable to a former 
President, and for other purposes (Rept. No. 
115–211). 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

The following bills and joint resolu-
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con-
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. CASSIDY: 
S. 2451. A bill to require the Secretary of 

Health and Human Services to consider 
State analysis and sharing of prescription 
drug monitoring program data in deter-
mining prescription drug monitoring pro-
gram grants to States; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. WICKER (for himself and Mr. 
MCCAIN): 

S. 2452. A bill to provide for the improve-
ment of the capacity of the Navy to conduct 
surface warfare operations and activities, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

f 

ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 

S. 266 

At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 266, a bill to award the Con-
gressional Gold Medal to Anwar Sadat 
in recognition of his heroic achieve-
ments and courageous contributions to 
peace in the Middle East. 

S. 428 

At the request of Mr. BENNET, the 
name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Ms. HEITKAMP) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 428, a bill to amend titles 
XIX and XXI of the Social Security Act 
to authorize States to provide coordi-
nated care to children with complex 
medical conditions through enhanced 
pediatric health homes, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 445 

At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 445, a bill to amend title 
XVIII of the Social Security Act to en-
sure more timely access to home 
health services for Medicare bene-
ficiaries under the Medicare program. 

S. 751 

At the request of Mr. WARNER, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl-
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 751, a bill to amend title 
54, United States Code, to establish, 
fund, and provide for the use of 
amounts in a National Park Service 
Legacy Restoration Fund to address 
the maintenance backlog of the Na-
tional Park Service, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 818 

At the request of Mr. BURR, the name 
of the Senator from Rhode Island (Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 818, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow individ-
uals with disabilities to save additional 
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amounts in their ABLE accounts above 
the current annual maximum contribu-
tion if they work and earn income. 

S. 834 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH), the Senator from Nevada 
(Ms. CORTEZ MASTO), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. LEAHY) and the Senator 
from Michigan (Mr. PETERS) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 834, a bill to 
authorize the appropriation of funds to 
the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention for conducting or sup-
porting research on firearms safety or 
gun violence prevention. 

At the request of Mr. NELSON, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
834, supra. 

S. 980 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
980, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to provide for pay-
ments for certain rural health clinic 
and Federally qualified health center 
services furnished to hospice patients 
under the Medicare program. 

S. 982 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 982, a bill to amend the 
Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment 
Act to require mandatory reporting of 
incidents of child abuse or neglect, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 1050 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the names of the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator 
from Louisiana (Mr. CASSIDY) and the 
Senator from Minnesota (Ms. SMITH) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 1050, a 
bill to award a Congressional Gold 
Medal, collectively, to the Chinese- 
American Veterans of World War II, in 
recognition of their dedicated service 
during World War II. 

S. 1091 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 

name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1091, a bill to establish a Federal Task 
Force to Support Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren. 

S. 1130 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1130, a bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act to create a sus-
tainable future for rural healthcare. 

S. 1212 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1212, a bill to provide family members 
of an individual who they fear is a dan-
ger to himself, herself, or others, and 
law enforcement, with new tools to 
prevent gun violence. 

S. 1539 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

names of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) and the Senator from Min-

nesota (Ms. SMITH) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 1539, a bill to protect vic-
tims of stalking from gun violence. 

At the request of Mr. NELSON, his 
name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1539, supra. 

S. 1685 
At the request of Mr. SCOTT, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Ms. 
DUCKWORTH) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1685, a bill to require Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac to establish proce-
dures for considering certain credit 
scores in making a determination 
whether to purchase a residential 
mortgage, and for other purposes. 

S. 1850 
At the request of Mr. MANCHIN, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. WHITEHOUSE) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 1850, a bill to amend the 
Public Health Service Act to protect 
the confidentiality of substance use 
disorder patient records. 

S. 1856 
At the request of Mr. PAUL, the name 

of the Senator from Massachusetts 
(Ms. WARREN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1856, a bill to prevent the mili-
tarization of Federal, State, and local 
law enforcement by Federal excess 
property transfers and grant programs. 

S. 1917 
At the request of Mr. GRASSLEY, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1917, a bill to reform sentencing laws 
and correctional institutions, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1945 
At the request of Mr. NELSON, his 

name was added as a cosponsor of S. 
1945, a bill to regulate large capacity 
ammunition feeding devices. 

At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Mrs. FEINSTEIN) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 1945, supra. 

S. 1989 
At the request of Ms. KLOBUCHAR, the 

name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
(Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 1989, a bill to enhance trans-
parency and accountability for online 
political advertisements by requiring 
those who purchase and publish such 
ads to disclose information about the 
advertisements to the public, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2060 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mrs. MCCASKILL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2060, a bill to promote de-
mocracy and human rights in Burma, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2095 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 

names of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. SMITH) and the Senator from Vir-
ginia (Mr. KAINE) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2095, a bill to regulate 
assault weapons, to ensure that the 
right to keep and bear arms is not un-
limited, and for other purposes. 

S. 2101 
At the request of Mr. DONNELLY, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2101, a bill to award a Congres-
sional Gold Medal, collectively, to the 
crew of the USS Indianapolis, in rec-
ognition of their perseverance, bravery, 
and service to the United States. 

S. 2135 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from Massa-
chusetts (Mr. MARKEY), the Senator 
from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN), the Sen-
ator from Florida (Mr. NELSON), the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. RUBIO) and 
the Senator from Vermont (Mr. SAND-
ERS) were added as cosponsors of S. 
2135, a bill to enforce current law re-
garding the National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System. 

S. 2208 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. CARPER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2208, a bill to provide for the 
issuance of an Alzheimer’s Disease Re-
search Semipostal Stamp. 

S. 2227 
At the request of Mr. PORTMAN, the 

names of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
COLLINS) and the Senator from Penn-
sylvania (Mr. CASEY) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 2227, a bill to reauthorize 
the Money Follows the Person Dem-
onstration Program. 

S. 2250 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the names of the Senator from Cali-
fornia (Ms. HARRIS) and the Senator 
from Massachusetts (Ms. WARREN) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 2250, a bill to 
ensure due process protections of indi-
viduals in the United States against 
unlawful detention based solely on a 
protected characteristic. 

S. 2255 
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the 

name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2255, a bill to reauthorize 
title VI of the Higher Education Act of 
1965 in order to improve and encourage 
innovation in international education, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2301 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2301, a bill to strengthen 
parity in mental health and substance 
use disorder benefits. 

S. 2304 
At the request of Mr. TILLIS, the 

name of the Senator from Kansas (Mr. 
MORAN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2304, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to protect veterans from 
predatory lending, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2317 
At the request of Mr. MARKEY, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2317, a bill to amend the 
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Controlled Substances Act to provide 
for additional flexibility with respect 
to medication-assisted treatment for 
opioid use disorders, and for other pur-
poses. 

S. 2341 
At the request of Mr. TESTER, the 

name of the Senator from Rhode Island 
(Mr. REED) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2341, a bill to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve the processing 
of veterans benefits by the Department 
of Veterans Affairs, to limit the au-
thority of the Secretary of Veterans 
Affairs to recover overpayments made 
by the Department and other amounts 
owed by veterans to the United States, 
to improve the due process accorded 
veterans with respect to such recovery, 
and for other purposes. 

S. 2353 
At the request of Mr. COTTON, the 

name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 2353, a bill to require the Sec-
retary of the Treasury to report on the 
estimated total assets under direct or 
indirect control by certain senior Ira-
nian leaders and other figures, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 2361 
At the request of Ms. DUCKWORTH, 

the name of the Senator from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) was added as a 
cosponsor of S. 2361, a bill to amend the 
Federal Home Loan Bank Act to allow 
a captive insurance company that was 
a member of a Federal Home Loan 
Bank before January 19, 2016, to con-
tinue or restore the membership of the 
captive insurance company in the Fed-
eral Home Loan Bank, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2384 
At the request of Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 

the name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. JONES) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2384, a bill to amend the National 
Agricultural Research, Extension, and 
Teaching Policy Act of 1977 to make 
funding available to 1890 institutions 
without fiscal year limitation. 

S. 2387 
At the request of Mrs. CAPITO, the 

name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. VAN HOLLEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2387, a bill to provide bet-
ter care and outcomes for Americans 
living with Alzheimer’s disease and re-
lated dementias and their caregivers 
while accelerating progress toward pre-
vention strategies, disease modifying 
treatments, and, ultimately, a cure. 

S. 2398 
At the request of Mr. HOEVEN, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 
(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2398, a bill to amend title 31, 
United States Code, to provide that ac-
tivities relating to the training and 
readiness of the reserve components of 
the Armed Forces during a lapse in ap-
propriations shall constitute voluntary 
services that may be accepted by the 
United States. 

S. 2421 
At the request of Mrs. FISCHER, the 

name of the Senator from Missouri 

(Mr. BLUNT) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 2421, a bill to amend the Com-
prehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act of 
1980 to provide an exemption from cer-
tain notice requirements and penalties 
for releases of hazardous substances 
from animal waste at farms. 

S. 2432 
At the request of Mr. YOUNG, the 

name of the Senator from North Da-
kota (Mr. HOEVEN) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. 2432, a bill to amend the 
charter of the Future Farmers of 
America, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 168 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
HELLER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 168, a resolution supporting re-
spect for human rights and encour-
aging inclusive governance in Ethiopia. 

S. RES. 355 
At the request of Mr. LANKFORD, the 

name of the Senator from Utah (Mr. 
HATCH) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 355, a resolution improving proce-
dures for the consideration of nomina-
tions in the Senate. 

S. RES. 377 
At the request of Ms. WARREN, the 

names of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL), the Senator from Ala-
bama (Mr. JONES), the Senator from 
Maryland (Mr. VAN HOLLEN), the Sen-
ator from Virginia (Mr. KAINE), the 
Senator from Florida (Mr. NELSON), the 
Senator from Connecticut (Mr. 
BLUMENTHAL) and the Senator from 
Minnesota (Ms. KLOBUCHAR) were added 
as cosponsors of S. Res. 377, a resolu-
tion recognizing the importance of pay-
ing tribute to those individuals who 
have faithfully served and retired from 
the Armed Forces of the United States, 
designating April 18, 2018, as ‘‘Military 
Retiree Appreciation Day’’, and en-
couraging the people of the United 
States to honor the past and continued 
service of military retirees to their 
local communities and the United 
States. 

S. RES. 386 
At the request of Mr. FLAKE, the 

name of the Senator from Delaware 
(Mr. COONS) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. Res. 386, a resolution urging the 
Government of the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo to fulfill its agreement 
to hold credible elections, comply with 
constitutional limits on presidential 
terms, and fulfill its constitutional 
mandate for a democratic transition of 
power by taking concrete and measur-
able steps towards holding elections 
not later than December 2018 as out-
lined in the existing election calendar, 
and allowing for freedom of expression 
and association. 

S. RES. 402 
At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 

name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. BLUMENTHAL) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Res. 402, a resolution call-
ing upon the President to exercise rel-
evant mandatory sanctions authorities 
under the Countering America’s Adver-

saries Through Sanctions Act in re-
sponse to the Government of the Rus-
sian Federation’s continued aggression 
in Ukraine and illegal occupation of 
Crimea and assault on democratic in-
stitutions around the world, including 
through cyber attacks. 

S. RES. 409 
At the request of Ms. HARRIS, the 

name of the Senator from Virginia (Mr. 
WARNER) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Res. 409, a resolution honoring the 
dedication and courage of the Buffalo 
Soldiers. 

S. RES. 413 
At the request of Mr. BOOKER, the 

names of the Senator from Georgia 
(Mr. ISAKSON), the Senator from Okla-
homa (Mr. LANKFORD), the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mr. WICKER), the Sen-
ator from Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the 
Senator from North Carolina (Mr. 
BURR) and the Senator from Kansas 
(Mr. MORAN) were added as cosponsors 
of S. Res. 413, a resolution celebrating 
Black History Month. 

f 

AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 

SA 2044. Mr. CORKER submitted an amend-
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 390, to provide emergency relief for 
victims of genocide, crimes against human-
ity, and war crimes in Iraq and Syria, for ac-
countability for perpetrators of these crimes, 
and for other purposes; which was ordered to 
lie on the table. 

f 

TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 

SA 2044. Mr. CORKER submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 390, to provide 
emergency relief for victims of geno-
cide, crimes against humanity, and war 
crimes in Iraq and Syria, for account-
ability for perpetrators of these crimes, 
and for other purposes; which was or-
dered to lie on the table; as follows: 

On page 13, between lines 3 and 4, insert 
the following: 

(6) Millions of Syrian refugees and inter-
nally displaced persons will face enormous 
difficulties returning to their homes in Syria 
unless President Bashar al-Assad is no 
longer in power. 

On page 13, line 4, strike ‘‘(6)’’ and insert 
‘‘(7)’’. 

On page 13, line 11, strike ‘‘(7)’’ and insert 
‘‘(8)’’. 

On page 14, between lines 7 and 8, insert 
the following: 

(2) denounces the roles Iran and Russia 
have played in perpetuating the conflict in 
Syria, and their involvement in the commis-
sion of crimes against humanity; 

On page 14, line 8, strike ‘‘(2)’’ and insert 
‘‘(3)’’. 

On page 14, line 10, strike ‘‘(3)’’ and insert 
‘‘(4)’’. 

On page 14, line 16, strike ‘‘(4)’’ and insert 
‘‘(5)’’. 

On page 14, lines 20 and 21, strike ‘‘and’’ 
and all that follows through ‘‘(5)’’, and insert 
the following: 

(6) affirms— 
(A) Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s 

statement on October 26, 2017, that ‘‘the 
United States wants a whole and unified 
Syria with no role for Bashar al-Assad in the 
government’’; and 
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