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Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

SCHOOL VIOLENCE

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today
marks nearly 2 weeks since the murder
of 17 students and staff in Parkland,
FL. May today also mark the moment
that we resolved to do something about
school violence. May it mark the mo-
ment that left and right determined to
lay aside their differences and work to-
gether to prevent future tragedies.

To keep our children safe from harm,
there is no panacea, no one legislative
solution, and it disheartens me when I
hear talk about what can’t be done. It
is time to focus on what can be done.

Fortunately, solutions on the State
level—including in my home State of
Utah—can help show us the way for-
ward. Working in the realm of the pos-
sible, Utah State legislators have come
together to forge bipartisan solutions
to stop school violence. When I was in
Salt Lake last week, I learned first-
hand about the Safe Utah smartphone
app. The Safe Utah crisis text and tip
line is a statewide service that provides
real-time crisis intervention to use
through texting and a confidential tip
program. Licensed clinicians from the
University Neuropsychiatric Institute
at the University of Utah Health re-
spond to all incoming chats, texts, and
calls 24/7 by providing supporting or
crisis counseling, suicide prevention,
and referral services.

The Safe Utah Program—developed
with funding from the Utah State Leg-
islature in collaboration with the Uni-
versity Neuropsychiatric Institute, the
Utah State Office of Education, the
Utah Office of the Attorney General,
and the Utah Anti-Bullying Coalition—
is a testament to what can be done
when mental health, education, and
law enforcement agencies work to-
gether to prevent student violence.

Not only is the app innovative, it
works. Since the app was unveiled in
2016, 86 planned school attacks have
been stopped. Think about that, 86
school attacks stopped in a relatively
small State. That number translates to
dozens of lives saved and hundreds of
heartbreaks spared. For thousands of
families across the State, this simple
app made a world of difference. Imag-
ine the potential if these kinds of tech-
nologies were available to students
across the country. We could quickly
get help for those who need it and, in
the process, save countless lives.

That is why, later this week, I will
introduce the Students, Teachers, and
Officers Preventing School Violence
Act, or the STOP School Violence Act.
My bill makes Department of Justice
grants available to States to fund pro-
grams designed to reduce school vio-
lence.

To that end, the STOP School Vio-
lence Act will fund four initiatives.
First, it will provide grant funding for
evidence-based training to prevent stu-
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dent violence against others and self,
including training for local law en-
forcement officers, school personnel,
and students. This is not just active
shooter training but training designed
to give students and teachers the
knowledge to recognize and properly
respond to warning signals or signals
to stop school violence before it occurs.

Second, the bill will fund evidence-
based technology and equipment to im-
prove security and prevent school vio-
lence. This includes the development
and operation of anonymous reporting
systems like the Safe Utah app, as well
as improvements to school security in-
frastructure to deter and respond to
threats of school violence, and, when
prevention efforts fall short—as they
unfortunately will in some cases—
locks on classroom doors, reinforced
entryways, and other commonsense se-
curity infrastructure improvements
will help.

Third, the bill will provide funding
for the development and operation of
evidence-based school threat assess-
ment and crisis intervention teams,
which may include evidence-based
training for school officials in respond-
ing to mental health crises. Again,
school personnel need the tools to as-
sess and respond to threats before they
materialize, including those threats
that originate from individuals strug-
gling with mental health issues.

Finally, the bill will provide funding
for continued coordination with local
law enforcement. Law enforcement
alone cannot prevent school violence—
just as no amount of prevention train-
ing, security infrastructure improve-
ments, or mental health resources
would be able to singularly prevent
tragedies like that in Parkland, but
law enforcement, and in particular
those officers who already staff
schools, have an important role to play
in any comprehensive solution to pre-
vent school violence.

Now, some of you may point out
something my bill will not address, and
that is guns. On this issue, many re-
forms have been proposed over the last
12 days—some old and some new. I be-
lieve we can find common ground here,
too, such as that outlined in the bipar-
tisan Fix NICS Act, which ensures that
our background check system is oper-
ating as designed.

A background check is only as good
as the records in the database. The
FBI’s National Instant Criminal Back-
ground Check System is currently in-
complete because many Federal agen-
cies and States have not provided all
records that establish someone as pro-
hibited from owning a firearm under
current law, especially those related to
mental health adjudications and invol-
untary commitment orders.

The bipartisan Fix NICS Act will en-
sure more of those records make it into
the database by holding Federal agen-
cies accountable for uploading relevant
records and incentivizing States to
upload all relevant information. In-
cluding these missing records will help
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ensure more accurate and complete
background checks, thereby Kkeeping
dangerous weapons out of the hands of
felons, fugitives, drug addicts, persons
with serious mental illness, and other
prohibited persons.

I will be the first to admit there is no
single, perfect solution—not the STOP
School Violence Act and not the Fix
NICS Act, but both of these bills can
help save lives. Remember the 86
planned school attacks since the Save
Utah app was unveiled and remember
the 26 lives that might have been
spared if the domestic violence offense
of the shooter in Sutherland Springs,
TX, had been properly entered into the
FBI background check database.

Now is not the time for argument but
for action. Rather than letting the per-
fect be the enemy of the good, I im-
plore my friends on both sides of the
aisle to come together for the safety of
our children. Rather than resorting to
recycled talking points, I ask my col-
leagues to heed Minority Leader SCHU-
MER’s call to ‘“‘pass real legislation that
makes a difference.” Rather than re-
treating to our partisan foxholes, I call
on Republicans and Democrats alike to
surrender their rhetorical weapons. For
the good of the Nation, and the good of
our children, all of us must look be-
yond the horizon of our political dif-
ferences to find common ground.

Is this legislation enough to solve the
problem of school violence? No. Quite
frankly, it is not enough, but it is a
start, and it is a start upon which we
can all agree. We will not solve the
problem of school violence overnight,
but with incremental efforts—such as
the legislation I have proposed—we can
make a lasting difference and even
save thousands of lives.

So let’s not delay any further. We
owe it to our children, and to all of
those affected by gun violence, to take
decisive action in those areas where we
do agree. This is important stuff. We
can’t just throw in the sponge and act
like we have this problem solved when
we still have work to do. So I hope we
will take heed to what I have just sug-
gested—I think it can be very helpful
to us—and we follow the suggestions I
have made here today.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PARKLAND, FLORIDA, SCHOOL SHOOTING

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, it is
with a heavy heart that I bring a re-
port to the Senate from Marjory
Stoneman Douglas High School in
Parkland, FL, a suburb of Ft. Lauder-
dale. The teachers and staff of the
school returned to work today, which
is less than 2 weeks after a former stu-
dent walked on to the campus with an
AR-15 and opened fire on all three
floors of a classroom building.
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I have spent time the past couple of
weeks in Parkland, visiting with some
of the families. Those of us who are
parents can only imagine the grief and
anger that they are feeling, just like
the grief and anger after every one of
these massacres. I have also spent time
meeting with some of the courageous
students who have turned this tragedy
into a call for action. As I have sug-
gested to them, their hope gives me
hope. Their determination gives me all
the more determination. These stu-
dents have told us over and over that
they don’t plan to stop until Congress
and the State legislators around the
country start enacting commonsense
gun reform. They have said that they
are not going to stop, and neither am I.

What happened at that high school
shouldn’t happen anywhere in this
country. It shouldn’t have happened in
Columbine. It shouldn’t have happened
in Newtown. It shouldn’t have hap-
pened in Orlando. It shouldn’t have
happened at the Ft. Lauderdale airport
or Parkland. It shouldn’t happen, pe-
riod. Now it is up to us to make sure
that it never happens again.

This Senator grew up on a ranch. I
have always had guns. I have hunted
all my life. I still hunt with my son. An
AR-15 or a SIG Sauer MCX, the gun
that was used at the Pulse nightclub, is
not for hunting; they are for killing.
Yet, despite these horrific events, these
devastating tragedies are occurring
throughout our country over and over,
and Congress refuses to act. Why is it
that we can’t enact the most common-
sense measures to protect the people
we represent?

We need a comprehensive background
check on the purchase of a weapon, a
commonsense background check that
would not only include if there is a
criminal record or if someone has been
adjudicated mentally incompetent but
all the other myriad reasons, all the
other things surrounding mental
health. Was the shooter on the ter-
rorist watch list? Had Omar Mateen,
the shooter, been on the terrorist
watch list, he would have been caught.
He was the shooter in Orlando. We need
to get assault rifles off the streets.

Protecting our fellow citizens should
be a top priority. If making it more dif-
ficult for someone to walk into a store
and purchase a weapon of war will do
that, why can’t we get that done? Why?
I will tell you why. Because there are
folks who are more concerned about an
A-plus rating from the NRA than they
are about providing those common-
sense solutions to the problems.

I want to read something that ap-
peared in a national magazine, re-
printed in the paper that is published
in Broward County, where the shooting
occurred. It is from a radiologist who is
in the trauma center at Broward
Health, which is a hospital chain orga-
nization in the area of Broward Coun-
ty. Her name is Dr. Heather Sher. She
was working the day of the school
shooting, and she went to work in the
trauma center on some of the victims.
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She has treated countless gunshot
wounds in trauma centers throughout
her career, but this one was the second
time that she had treated someone
shot by an assault rifle like the AR-15.
Here is what Dr. Sher had to say:

Routine handgun injuries leave entry and
exit wounds and linear tracks through the
victim’s body that are roughly the size of the
bullet. If the bullet [from a handgun] does
not directly hit something crucial like the
heart or the aorta . . . chances are, we can
save the victim. The bullets fired by an AR-
15 are different.

She continues:

With an AR-15, the shooter does not have
to be particularly accurate. The victim does
not have to be unlucky. If a victim takes a
direct hit to the liver from an AR-15, the
damage is far graver than that of a handgun
bullet injury. Handgun injuries to the liver
are generally survivable unless the bullet
hits the main blood supply to the liver. An
AR-15 bullet to the middle of the liver would
cause so much bleeding and tissue loss that
the patient would likely never make it to a
trauma center to receive our care.

She continues:

As a doctor, I feel I have a duty to inform
the public of what I have learned as I have
observed these wounds and cared for these
patients. It’s clear to me that AR-15 or other
high-velocity weapons, especially when out-
fitted with a high-capacity magazine, have
no place in a civilian’s gun cabinet. . . . Ban-
ning the AR-15 should not be a partisan
1ssue.

The senseless shootings are not going
to stop until we change ourselves as a
culture. I believe, with these students
who have been so strong in their state-
ments, so determined to make a
change, that time might be now. It
didn’t happen after Sandy Hook Ele-
mentary. Nothing happened. It didn’t
happen after the myriad of others. It
didn’t happen just 2 years ago after the
Orlando nightclub shooting. Again, it
did not happen after the Ft. Lauderdale
airport shooting.

Is it different now? It certainly is
time for us to come together and enact
commonsense gun measures to Kkeep
our communities safe. It is time for us
to come together—not as Republicans
or Democrats but as human beings—
and to say that this time it is going to
be different.

You hear so many different things.
You hear about mental health, and
that is certainly a part of it. You hear
about school protection, and that is
certainly a part of it. You hear about
the miscues not only in the FBI, and
that is certainly a part of it, but the
miscues in the Florida Department of
Children and Families a year prior that
had noted that this shooter—all of
those things ought to be a part of the
solution. If you get right down to it, we
ought to come together, not as Repub-
licans or Democrats but as human
beings, and say that if we want to solve
the problem, the solution is common-
sense background checks in order to
purchase a weapon and getting assault
rifles off the streets.

Let’s do this. Let’s use this tragedy
as the catalyst to enact real change in
our society—changes that are going to
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have a real impact. Let’s make what
happened at Marjory Stoneman Doug-
las High School a significant moment
in this country’s history, not because
it was one of the largest mass shoot-
ings but because it was the last.

I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I wish
to ask that before the remarks that I
plan to make now are made and memo-
rialized by the reporter, I be able to
say to my friend from Florida, on be-
half of the people of Georgia, who
stopped me in the halls and corridors,
at the grocery stores, the churches—
everywhere we went—what happened in
Florida was an attack everywhere in
America, not just in Florida. The trag-
edy of school shootings has magnified
itself, so much so that every one of us
feels it more than anybody realizes.

I want to share with you the prayers,
the hopes, and concern of the people of
Georgia. It is a pleasure to work to-
gether with you and the other Members
of the Senate so that we can find com-
mon ground as we move forward to ad-
dress this situation. Having just been
home, and being with the citizens I rep-
resent, I can say that the first and fore-
most item on the minds of every cit-
izen of Georgia is the tragedy that
took place in Florida. Our hearts and
prayers go out to you and all the fami-
lies and all those who survived the ter-
rible tragedy.

Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I say to
my friend from Georgia: Hallelujah
that you have expressed that heartfelt
concern and that your constituents in
the State of Georgia have been very
emotionally touched by this whole in-
cident, this terrible incident that we
have gone through again in this coun-
try. I am grateful for the comments of
the Senator from Georgia.

Mr. ISAKSON. I thank the Senator
from Florida.

Mr. President, I rise today with a
great sense of pride and honor to com-
mend to my fellow Senators Elizabeth
“Lisa’” Branch, who has been nomi-
nated to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the Eleventh Circuit of the TUnited
States of America by President Trump.

There are significant reasons why I
am so excited to do this. I am going to
save the most significant for last. One
of the things I am so proud of in our
constitutional responsibility of advice
and consent for the appointments of
the administration is that, every time,
we appoint someone who is the right
person at the right time and the right
place, and Lisa is certainly that for the
court of appeals and for the bench of
the United States of America and the
Eleventh Circuit.

Lisa was a partner in the commercial
litigation practice of Smith, Gambrell
& Russell, a limited liability partner-
ship in Atlanta, where she began her
legal career in 1996. She moved on to
work in the George W. Bush adminis-
tration from 2004 to 2008 as the Coun-
selor to the Administrator of the Office
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of Information and Regulatory Affairs
at the U.S. Office of Management and
Budget and, for 1 year, as the Associate
General Counsel for Rules and Legisla-
tion at the U.S. Department of Home-
land Security. She served for 2 years as
a law clerk to Judge J. Owen Forrester
of the U.S. District Court for the
Northern District of Georgia. She re-
ceived her BA degree from Davidson
College in North Carolina—an out-
standing institution—and her law de-
gree from Emory University, which is
one of the most renowned law schools
in the United States of America.

She is a great lady and a great law-
yer. She was named to the Court of Ap-
peals in Georgia by Gov. Nathan Deal,
the current Governor of the State, and
will serve us in the Eleventh Circuit
Court of Appeals with honor and privi-
lege in the United States of America.

Most importantly, on a personal
note, as I make these remarks, I am
sure my father, Ed Isakson, and his
best friend, Harold Russell, who is the
Russell of Smith, Gambrell & Russell,
are looking down from Heaven on this
occasion today and recognizing it for
the following reason:

When Lisa went with Smith,
Gambrell & Russell, she went to work
with a firm that represented my father
and his company—a firm that rep-
resented me. She is not unknown to me
as a person, as a lawyer, as a litigator.
She is a great individual in our State
and has provided a great service to our
State. She will be a great judge for the
United States of America. She also
worked with Harold Russell, who was
my dad’s best friend, and Harold rep-
resented my father for years in busi-
ness.

I know today, in Heaven, they are
looking down during this special occa-
sion of an outstanding Georgia jurist
who is renowned in our State and is
about to be confirmed by the U.S. Sen-
ate to be on the Court of Appeals for
the Eleventh Circuit.

I commend to my colleagues in the
Senate Elizabeth ‘‘Lisa’ Branch to be
confirmed, and I urge their favorable
votes to see to it that takes place.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk proceeded to
call the roll.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I yield
back all time on our side and ask unan-
imous consent that the cloture motion
be voted on.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays
before the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-

ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
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Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Elizabeth L. Branch, of Georgia, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the Elev-
enth Circuit.
Mitch McConnell, Pat Roberts, Roy
Blunt, Tim Scott, Todd Young, Richard
C. Shelby, John Boozman, Roger F.
Wicker, Marco Rubio, Mike Crapo,
Steve Daines, Jerry Moran, Tom Cot-
ton, Chuck Grassley, David Perdue,
John Cornyn, John Thune.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Elizabeth L. Branch, of Georgia, to
be United States Circuit Judge for the
Eleventh Circuit, shall be brought to a
close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Tennessee (Mr. CORKER), the Sen-
ator from Nevada (Mr. HELLER), the
Senator from Arizona (Mr. MCCAIN),
the Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS), and the Senator from Alaska
(Mr. SULLIVAN).

Further, if present and voting, the
Senator from South Dakota (Mr.
ROUNDS) would have voted ‘“‘yea.”

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Alabama (Mr. JONES) is
necessarily absent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 72,
nays 22, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 37 Ex.]

YEAS—T72
Alexander Feinstein Murkowski
Baldwin Fischer Murphy
Barrasso Flake Nelson
Bennet Gardner Paul
Blunt Graham Perdue
Boozman Grassley Portman
Burr Hassan Risch
Capito Hatch Roberts
Cardin Heitkamp Rubio
Carper Hoeven Sasse
Casey Inhofe Schatz
Cassidy Isakson Scott
Cochran Johnson Shaheen
Collins Kaine Shelby
Coons Kennedy Smith
Cornyn King Tester
Cotton Klobuchar Thune
Crapo Lankford Tillis
Cruz Leahy Toomey
Daines Lee Van Hollen
Donnelly Manchin Warner
Durbin McCaskill Whitehouse
Enzi McConnell Wicker
Ernst Moran Young

NAYS—22
Blumenthal Heinrich Sanders
Booker Hirono Schumer
Brown Markey Stabenow
Cantwell Menendez Udall
Cortez Masto Merkley Warren
Duckworth Murray Wyden
Gillibrand Peters
Harris Reed

NOT VOTING—6

Corker Jones Rounds
Heller McCain Sullivan

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 72, the nays are 22.
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The motion is agreed to.

The Senator from North Dakota.
CONGRATULATING THE U.S. WOMEN’S HOCKEY
TEAM

Mr. HOEVEN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor the U.S. women’s hock-
ey team for their outstanding victories
in the 2018 Winter Olympics. All told,
the team won four games, including
two 5-to-0 wins over Finland and Rus-
sia, and finished as champions after a
3-to-2 victory over Team Canada. Their
achievement stands as a powerful ex-
ample of hard work, perseverance, and
collaboration.

North Dakota is proud to be rep-
resented among the talented members
of this team by two athletes, the
Lamoureux twins, Jocelyne and
Monique. These sisters are natives of
Grand Forks, ND, and alumni of the
University of North Dakota, where
they played three seasons of NCAA
women’s hockey.

This was their third trip to the
Olympics with Team USA, having won
silver medals in 2010 and 2014 and, of
course, now the gold in 2018. They have
a tremendous collegiate record and a
tremendous Olympic record now, as
well. Across their Olympic careers,
they have scored 13 goals and provided
17 assists, for a total of 30 points. They
displayed tremendous skill, tremen-
dous work ethic, and a tremendous
team spirit as leaders of a great wom-
en’s Olympic hockey team.

Jocelyne holds an Olympic record
now, as well, having scored two goals
in less than 6 seconds in the match
against Finland. However, it was in the
final game where the Lamoureux twins
really shined. It was a close game
throughout. While Team USA started
out with the lead, Team Canada came
back in the second period with a 2-to-
1 lead. Remember, Canada had won
gold in the last two Olympics. It was
Monique who brought the game to a tie
in the final period, and then Jocelyne
scored the game-winning goal in the
shootout. How great is that? It was un-
believable and exciting. It was such a
great representation of sportsmanship
for our Nation, coming back after
twice seeing Canada take the gold, end-
ing up with silver, and now coming
back and winning the gold. This ended
Canada’s four-time gold-winning streak
in women’s hockey. Obviously, it was a
joyous occasion—certainly for my
State of North Dakota but also for our
whole country. It is uplifting and posi-
tive—all the things you want the
Olympics to be.

As they arrive home from South
Korea, we congratulate Team USA for
their historic victory and thank them
for representing our Nation with their
incredible dedication, tireless effort,
and tremendous sportsmanship.

I yielded floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Ohio.

HONORING OFFICERS ERIC JOERING AND
ANTHONY MORELLI

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, this
month, Ohio laid to rest two remark-
able public servants, Westerville Police
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