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The 3d day of January being pre-
scribed by the Constitution of the
United States for the annual meeting
of the Congress, the 2d session of the
115th Congress commenced this day at
12 noon.

The Senate assembled in its Chamber
at the Capitol.

The Senate was called to order by the
Honorable THOM TILLIS, a Senator from
the State of North Carolina.

——
PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

Everlasting God, our light and our
salvation, You are the strength and
shield of our Nation and world. Lord,
as we receive the gift of this new year,
we thank You for fresh starts and new
mercies.

May our lawmakers seize the seeds of
opportunity that reside in the soil of
their tomorrows, laboring diligently to
ensure an abundant harvest. Teach
them to number their days as they re-
member that they pass this way but
once. Lord, remind them that Your
hand is on the helm of human affairs
and that You still guide Your world.
Give our legislators the integrity to
strive to do all the good they can, for
as many as they can, for as long as
they can. Bless our Senators who are
leaving and those who are coming.

We pray in Your sovereign Name.

Amen.
——

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
The Presiding Officer led the Pledge

of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———
APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication

Senate

to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, January 3, 2018.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable THOM TILLIS, a Sen-
ator from the State of North Carolina, to
perform the duties of the Chair.

ORRIN G. HATCH,
President pro tempore.

Mr. TILLIS thereupon assumed the

Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

———

CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION AND
CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair
lays before the Senate the certificate
of election to fill the unexpired term
for the State of Alabama and the cer-
tificate of appointment to fill the un-
expired term for the State of Min-
nesota. The certificates, the Chair is
advised, are in the form suggested by
the Senate or contain all the essential
requirements of the form suggested by
the Senate. If there be no objection,
the reading of the certificates will be
waived and they will be printed in full
in the RECORD.

There being no objection, the certifi-
cates were ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

STATE OF ALABAMA
CERTIFICATE OF ELECTION FOR UNEXPIRED
TERM
To the President of the Senate of the United
States:

This is to certify that on the 12th day of
December, 2017, Doug Jones was duly chosen
by the qualified electors of the State of Ala-
bama a Senator for the unexpired term end-
ing at noon on the 3rd day of January, 2021,
to fill the vacancy in the representation
from said State in the Senate of the United
States caused by the appointment of the
Honorable Jeff Sessions to the position of
United States Attorney General.

Witness: Her Excellency our Governor Kay
Ivey, and our seal hereto affixed at 1:10 PM

this 28th day of December, in the year of our
Lord 2017.
By the Governor:
KAY IVEY,

Governor.
Attest:

JOHN H. MERRILL,

. Secretary of State.
[State Seal Affixed]

STATE OF MINNESOTA
Executive Department
CERTIFICATE OF APPOINTMENT OF UNITED
STATES SENATOR FROM MINNESOTA
To the President of the Senate of the United
States:

This is to certify that, pursuant to the
power vested in me by the Constitution of
the United States and the laws of the State
of Minnesota, I, Mark B. Dayton, the Gov-
ernor of said State, do hereby appoint Tina
Smith a Senator from said State to rep-
resent said State in the Senate of the United
States until the vacancy therein, caused by
the resignation of Al Franken, is filled by
election as provided by law.

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my
hand and caused the Great Seal of the State
of Minnesota to be affixed at the State Cap-
itol, in Saint Paul, Minnesota this 2nd day of

January, 2018. MARK DAYTON,

Governor.
STEVE SIMON,
Secretary of State.
[State Seal Affixed]

——————

ADMINISTRATION OF OATH OF
OFFICE

The VICE PRESIDENT. If the Sen-
ator-elect and the Senator-designate to
be sworn in will now present them-
selves at the desk, the Chair will ad-
minister their oaths of office.

The Senator-elect, DOUG JONES, and
the Senator-designate, TINA SMITH, es-
corted by Mr. Biden, Ms. KLOBUCHAR,
and Mr. Mondale, respectively, ad-
vanced to the desk of the Vice Presi-
dent; the oath prescribed by law was
administered to them by the Vice
President; and they subscribed to the
oath in the Official Oath Book.

The VICE PRESIDENT. Congratula-
tions, Senators.

(Applause, Senators rising.)
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RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

WELCOMING NEW SENATORS

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as
we open the 2nd session of the 115th
Congress, I am pleased to welcome my
colleagues back to the Chamber.

I would like to extend a particular
welcome to our two new Senators, who
were just sworn in. First, Senator Douc
JONES of Alabama will have big shoes
to fill. His State has sent very distin-
guished legislators to Washington, in-
cluding our Attorney General, Jeff Ses-
sions. Senator JONES brings a back-
ground in law enforcement, having
served as a Federal prosecutor in the
Northern District of Alabama. We wel-
come him.

We also welcome Senator TINA
SMITH. For 3 years, she has served the
people of Minnesota as their Lieuten-
ant Governor. Now she will join Sen-
ator KLOBUCHAR in representing them
here in the Senate.

I congratulate both of these new Sen-
ators. I look forward to working with
them in the months ahead to make bi-
partisan progress and to find common
ground on behalf of the American peo-
ple.

———

FUNDING THE GOVERNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. The Senate will
need to tackle a number of important
issues this year. It is my sincere hope
that we can do so in a renewed spirit of
comity, collegiality, and bipartisan-
ship. I know that colleagues on both
sides of the aisle share this hope, and it
is urgent that we make it a reality.
Congress must reach a spending agree-
ment by January 19 to ensure uninter-
rupted funding for the Federal Govern-
ment.

Among several Kkey priorities, it is
vital that our agreement provide suffi-
cient resources for our all-volunteer
Armed Forces. Under the Budget Con-
trol Act, America’s military has been
stretched thin by disproportionate cuts
that have harmed our combat readi-
ness. Since 2013, defense cuts have out-
paced domestic spending cuts by $85
billion. I am going to say that again:
Since fiscal year 2013, defense cuts have
outpaced domestic spending cuts by $85
billion. To fix this, we need to set aside
the arbitrary notion that new defense
spending be matched equally by new
nondefense spending. There is no rea-
son why funding for our national secu-
rity and our servicemembers should be
limited by an arbitrary political for-
mula that bears no relationship to ac-
tual need.

So let’s come together across the
aisle and construct a funding agree-
ment that gives our men and women in
uniform the tools and the training they
need.
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Mr. McCONNELL. Now, on another
matter, Mr. President, over the last
week, one of the often overlooked costs
of Iran’s regional aggression has come
to light. Iranians have taken to the
streets in protest, demanding that Su-
preme Leader Khamenei and President
Rouhani do more to expand the domes-
tic economy. Iran’s actions in Yemen,
Syria, and Iraq and its support for
proxies such as Hezbollah have diverted
resources away from economic reform
and investment. While the government
has prioritized payments to the mili-
tary and security elites and clerical in-
stitutions, the people throughout Iran
have suffered. Now their discontent is
fully evident.

As part of our overall strategy to-
ward Iran, which should be focused on
ending Iran’s malign activities across
the Middle East, we should hold ac-
countable any officials behind a crack-
down on these protests. The coming
days will be noteworthy as we wait to
see if hardliners use these protests as
an excuse to promote more aggressive
policies against the West and to tight-
en their grip further on the country
and its economy.

———

TRIBUTE TO ORRIN HATCH

Mr. McCONNELL. Now, on one final
matter, Mr. President, yesterday a
very distinguished Senator announced
his intention to retire at the end of
this Congress. For more than 40 years,
Senator ORRIN HATCH has served the
people of Utah in this body. He is not
only our President pro tempore, but, as
we celebrated last year, Senator HATCH
is also the longest serving Republican
Senator in the history of the United
States.

During this historic tenure, Senator
HATCH has chaired three key commit-
tees. He has amassed deep expertise
across all manner of policy issues, and
he has built a truly remarkable resume
of accomplishments on behalf of the
American people.

Senator HATCH has defended our na-
tional security and our religious free-
dom. He has fought to protect Ameri-
cans with disabilities and to shepherd
fine judges onto our courts. Just last
month, as Senate Finance Committee
chairman, he played an integral role in
passing the most significant tax reform
law in more than 30 years.

Senator HATCH’s colleagues here will
be sorry to see him retire. I will miss
his friendship, but I know his wife
Elaine and his beloved family will be
glad to welcome him home.

Fortunately, it is not yet time to say
farewell. This institution and the
American people will benefit greatly
from the Senator’s wisdom and famous
work ethic for one more year before his
retirement.

January 3, 2018

MEASURE PLACED ON THE
CALENDAR—S. 2274

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
understand that there is a bill at the
desk due for a second reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Senator is correct.

The clerk will read the bill by title
for the second time.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A bill (S. 2274) to provide for the compensa-
tion of Federal employees affected by lapses
in appropriations.

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, in
order to place the bill on the calendar
under the provisions of rule XIV, I ob-
ject to further proceedings.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection having been heard, the
bill will be placed on the calendar.

——————

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

————

WELCOMING NEW SENATORS

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, first,
as we begin the 2nd session of the 115th
Congress, I welcome all of my col-
leagues back from the holiday break
and wish them a happy new year, and I
wish our country a wonderful 2018. I
was also very gratified to see two of
the best former Vice Presidents we
have ever had on the floor today for
the ceremonies. I am glad to see former
Senators Mondale and Biden—former
Vice Presidents Mondale and Biden—as
feisty and as strong as they have ever
been and giving us their opinions.

It is also very exciting to welcome
two new Members to this body who will
be joining the Democratic caucus, TINA
SMITH from Minnesota and DOUG JONES
from Alabama. In joining this es-
teemed body, both bring a wealth of ex-
perience and individual passions.

Former Lieutenant Governor TINA
SMITH brings with her several years of
experience serving at the highest levels
of State Government, where she fo-
cused on economic development and
expanding access to rural broadband
and affordable healthcare, issues she
will continue to fight for here in the
Senate. In that work, Governor Dayton
praised her as ‘‘extremely intelligent,
quick to learn and always open to hear-
ing others’ views.”” She was also dubbed
the ‘“‘velvet hammer’’ by the mayor of
Minneapolis for her ability to work
across the aisle but also to get tough
when she needs to be. Those are pre-
cisely the kinds of qualities that make
an effective Senator. The people of
Minnesota are lucky to have Senator
SMITH, and we look forward to wel-
coming her in our next caucus.

We also look forward to welcoming
Senator DOUG JONES—the first Demo-
crat from the State of Alabama in a
quarter century. He, too, represents
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