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the War of 1812, and the American Civil
War.

These dollar-for-dollar matching land
grants have saved more than 30,000
acres of battlefields across 20 States.
Just this past year, in my own district,
this program assisted in securing 180
acres of battlegrounds surrounding the
site of Kettle Creek Battlefield, which
is the site of the only significant pa-
triot victory in Georgia during the
Revolutionary War.

This bill would reauthorize the suc-
cessful bipartisan Federal grant pro-
grams, and would dedicate a portion of
that authorization for educational pur-
poses and for the restoration and inter-
pretation of high-priority battlefield
sites.

This will help make these battle-
grounds beautiful, historic, and edu-
cational tourist destinations. This pro-
gram has been one of the most success-
ful and efficient land grant programs in
our Nation’s history, continually re-
ceiving bipartisan support. Both
former Presidents George W. Bush and
Barack Obama supported the program’s
authorization and subsequent reau-
thorizations, respectively. I am very
proud to say that this bill has contin-
ued in that rich tradition of bipartisan
support here in the 1156th Congress.

With the 250th anniversary of our Na-
tion’s founding fast approaching, there
is no better time to protect our battle-
fields and prepare them for the influx
of visitors expected during that time.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman
BISHOP, the minority, our hardworking
Natural Resources Committee staff,
and the American Battlefield Trust for
helping us get this bill across the finish
line.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
6108, which authorizes additional fund-
ing for the Battlefield Acquisition
Grant Program.

This program has a long track record
of efficiently and cost-effectively pre-
serving battlefield sites from the
American Revolution, the Civil War,
and the War of 1812.

By utilizing public-private funding
matches, through which Federal con-
tributions are leveraged with private
sector funds, the program maximizes
the preservation impact of every dollar
spent. It is critical that we extend this
grant matching program because many
of these historic battlefield sites lack
permanent protection and are under
threat from encroaching development.
If we don’t act swiftly, we could soon
lose access to sites of significant his-
torical importance.

By extending additional funding to
this program, and by allowing a por-
tion of this new funding to go towards
educational and interpretive upgrades
at these sites, we ensure that future
generations of Americans will always
remember the sacrifices made to pre-
serve our Nation.

Unfortunately, I worry that this leg-
islation, as important as it is for pre-
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serving our Nation’s history,
somewhat hollow.

We need to recognize that the grant
program H.R. 6108 extends is funded
through the Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund, which expired in September
for the second time this Congress.

At our committee’s hearing on H.R.
6108, our distinguished witness from
the American Battlefield Trust recog-
nized that this proposal doesn’t hold
water unless LWCF is reauthorized.

Mr. Speaker, while I rise in support
of H.R. 6108, I also urge my colleagues
to support the permanent reauthoriza-
tion of LWCF.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, this is one of those bills
that makes an old history teacher’s
heart fill with joy. It is one of the right
things to do. We are talking about
areas that are living memorials to the
heroism and to the sacrifice of those
people who made this country what it
is.

This bill is about preserving our his-
tory, helping us know, understand, and
retain the story of who we are as a na-
tion, and also how we arrived there as
a nation. All of that is significant.

It is significant in that it will reau-
thorize the program through 2025, it is
significant because it also will reau-
thorize an authorization level, which
is, in practicality, what we have avail-
able to spend on this particular pro-
gram, but, more importantly, it also
involves the private sector becoming
involved in this. Indeed, if our history
is to be maintained, it is not going to
be done simply by the government
mandating it. We have to involve the
private sector to become part of under-
standing why these areas are signifi-
cant and what is the lesson to be
learned there.

Not only will his bill talk about ac-
quisition of land for these battlefield
areas, but also about how we restore
this land to the way it was at the time
that history was being made on these
properties, and, more importantly, how
do we improve the education resources.
So the story of what we are as a Na-
tion, the story of what this specific site
meant as we become a unified Nation
as we move forward, that is retained
and passed on from generation to gen-
eration. That is a significant issue and
is a significant process.
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Mr. Speaker, I commend the gen-
tleman from Georgia for his commit-
ment to understanding how important
battlefields are to the history of this
country and how important it is that
that history is passed on to future gen-
erations. That is why this is a signifi-
cant program that needs to go forward.

Mr. Speaker, once again, I urge my
colleagues to vote in favor of this par-
ticular legislation, and I yield back the
balance of my time.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 6108, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

GEORGE W. BUSH CHILDHOOD
HOME STUDY ACT

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 3008) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a spe-
cial resource study of the George W.
Bush Childhood Home, located at 1412
West Ohio Avenue, Midland, Texas, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 3008

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘George W.
Bush Childhood Home Study Act”.

SEC. 2. SPECIAL RESOURCE STUDY.

(a) STUDY.—The Secretary of the Interior
shall conduct a special resource study of the
George W. Bush Childhood Home, located at
1412 West Ohio Avenue, Midland, Texas (re-
ferred to in this section as the ‘‘site’’).

(b) CONTENTS.—In conducting the study
under subsection (a), the Secretary shall—

(1) evaluate the national significance of
the site;

(2) determine the suitability and feasi-
bility of designating the site as a unit of the
National Park System;

(3) consider other alternatives for preserva-
tion, protection, and interpretation of the
site by Federal, State, or local governmental
entities, or private and nonprofit organiza-
tions;

(4) consult with interested Federal, State,
or local governmental entities, private and
nonprofit organizations or any other inter-
ested individuals;

(5) determine the effect of the designation
of the site as a unit of the National Park
System on existing commercial and rec-
reational uses, and the effect on State and
local governments to manage those activi-
ties;

(6) identify any authorities, including con-
demnation, that will compel or permit the
Secretary to influence or participate in local
land use decisions (such as zoning) or place
restrictions on non-Federal land if the site is
designated a unit of the National Park Sys-
tem; and

(7) identify cost estimates for any Federal
acquisition, development, interpretation, op-
eration, and maintenance associated with
the alternatives.

(c) APPLICABLE LAW.—The study required
under subsection (a) shall be conducted in
accordance with section 100507 of title 54,
United States Code.

(d) STUDY RESULTS.—Not later than 3 years
after the date on which funds are first made
available for the study under subsection (a),
the Secretary shall submit to the Committee
on Natural Resources of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Committee on Energy
and Natural Resources of the Senate the re-
sults of the study and any conclusions and
recommendations of the Secretary.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Utah (Mr. BISHOP) and the gentleman
from Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Utah.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Utah?

There was no objection.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, I
yield such time as he may consume to
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. CON-
AWAY), the sponsor of this bill, to ex-
plain the significance of this study.

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman for yielding me the time
and bringing this bill forward.

Mr. Speaker, as the title says, this
bill authorizes the National Park Serv-
ice to study the feasibility of main-
taining the George W. Bush Childhood
Home. It has already undergone a re-
connaissance study, which says that
the Service does believe that it meets
these criteria, but this will be the final
piece in that process.

Mr. Speaker, last week, our Nation
honored, mourned, and celebrated the
life of George H.W. Bush, as we should.
As a part of that, I think it is really
timely that, this week, we have an op-
portunity to further that memorializa-
tion of the Bush family by pushing the
National Park Service further in its re-
sponsibilities to maintain this home.

We are reminded, as of last week, of
the importance of preserving the visual
imprints of our past for the benefit of
our future. The Bush family is the epit-
ome of the American Dream. They not
only worked hard and achieved success,
but built on their accomplishments and
devoted their entire lives to public
service. Personal success means noth-
ing, Mr. Speaker, without the initia-
tive to give back.

The George W. Bush Childhood Home
serves to educate its visitors and cele-
brate the strong work ethic and earned
west Texas grit of the Bush legacy, of
the home that tells the story of two
Presidents, two Governors, and a re-
markable First Lady.

It was in this home that George H.W.
Bush and Barbara jump-started their
lives to west Texas, his career in the
oil and gas business, and raised George
W. Bush through the formative years of
his childhood.

This home was the backdrop for the
quiet beginnings of a young family
that found themselves moving West,
like so many families before them,
seeking their own opportunities and a
path through life.

Mr. Speaker, there are currently no
National Park Service units relating to
the George W. Bush childhood, career,
or Presidency located within the Per-
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mian Basin or lower Panhandle region
of Texas. I can think of no better first
addition to the system than a struc-
ture that celebrates the Bush family,
the pride of west Texas.

Although the site is currently open
to the public, oversight by the Na-
tional Park Service will ensure that it
is maintained and gives many more
Americans access to the site to be in-
spired by one of America’s and Mid-
land’s premier families.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, this bill authorizes a
special resource study of the George W.
Bush Childhood Home to determine the
significance of the site and the feasi-
bility of designating it as a unit of the
National Park Service. The home in
Midland, Texas, is where George W.
Bush lived for 4 years between the ages
of 5 and 9, and not coincidentally, it is
also where George H.W. Bush lived at
the beginning of his political career.

The structure is listed in the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places and
currently operates as a museum. I sup-
port the proposed study to consider
designating this site a unit of the Na-
tional Park Service and determine the
appropriate management to ensure its
preservation.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, once again, we have a
situation here where there is already a
museum that is run by a nonprofit en-
tity in this area. What is being asked
here is for a study to be done by the
National Park Service to find the sig-
nificance of including this as part of
the National Park Service’s portfolio
of properties.

It is fitting that we try to do this,
for, indeed, in American history, there
have been only two times when there
has been both a father and a son who
have served as President of the United
States, once with the Adams and now
with the Bushes.

So having a home where they, as well
as the future Governor of Florida, ac-
tually resided is one of those things
that clearly is a unique sense of his-
tory. It is a unique property that pro-
vides that sense of history. So for a
study to be done on whether it should
be added to the National Park Service
repertoire of sites is a proper thing to
do.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Congress-
man CONAWAY’s efforts to recognize
and honor two of our country’s Presi-
dents, and I urge my colleagues, once
again, to adopt this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Utah (Mr. BISHOP)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 3008.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.
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Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———————

AMERICAN WORLD WAR II HERIT-
AGE CITY ANNUAL DESIGNA-
TIONS

Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 6118) to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to annually designate at
least one city in the United States as
an ‘‘American World War II Heritage
City”’, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 6118

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. AMERICAN WORLD WAR II HERITAGE
CITIES.

(a) DESIGNATION.—In order to recognize and
ensure the continued preservation and im-
portance of the history of the United States
involvement in World War II, each calendar
yvear the Secretary of the Interior (referred
to in this section as the ‘‘Secretary’) may
designate not less than one city located in
one of the several States or a territory of the
United States as an ‘“‘American World War II
Heritage City’’. Not more than one city in
each State or territory may be designated
under this section.

(b) APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION.—The
Secretary shall—

(1) establish and publicize the process by
which a city may apply for designation as an
American World War II Heritage City based
on the criteria in subsection (¢); and

(2) encourage cities to apply for designa-
tion as an American World War II Heritage
City.

(c) CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION.—The Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of
the Smithsonian Institution or the President
of the National Trust for Historic Preserva-
tion, shall make each designation under sub-
section (a) based on the following criteria:

(1) Contributions by a city and its environs
to the World War II home-front war effort,
including contributions related to—

(A) defense manufacturing, such as ships,
aircraft, uniforms, and equipment;

(B) production of foodstuffs and consumer
items for Armed Forces and home consump-
tion;

(C) war bond drives;

(D) adaptations to wartime survival;

(E) volunteer participation;

(F) civil defense preparedness;

(G) personnel serving in the Armed Forces,
their achievements, and facilities for their
rest and recreation; or

(H) the presence of Armed Forces camps,
bases, airfields, harbors, repair facilities, and
other installations within or in its environs.

(2) Achievements by a city and its environs
to preserve the heritage and legacy of the
city’s contributions to the war effort and to
preserve World War II history, including—

(A) the identification, preservation, res-
toration, and interpretation of World War II-
related structures, facilities and sites;

(B) establishment of museums, parks, and
markers;

(C) establishment of memorials to area
men who lost their lives in service;
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