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District 13, Brenda Jones.

In witness whereof, I have hereto attached
my signature and the Great Seal of the State
of Michigan, at Lansing, on November 26,
2018.

RUTH JOHNSON,
Secretary of State.

———

DIRECTING THE SPEAKER TO AD-
MINISTER THE OATH OF OFFICE
TO THE REPRESENTATIVE-ELECT
FROM THE 13TH CONGRESSIONAL
DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I offer a
privileged resolution (H. Res. 1161) and
ask for its immediate consideration in
the House.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1161

Resolved, That the Speaker is hereby au-
thorized and directed to administer the oath
of office to Ms. Brenda Jones, a representa-
tive-elect from the 13th Congressional Dis-
trict of Michigan.

The resolution was agreed to.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE
BRENDA JONES, OF MICHIGAN,
AS A MEMBER OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER. Will the Representa-
tive-elect and the members of the
Michigan delegation present them-
selves in the well.

All Members will rise and the Rep-
resentative-elect will please raise her
right hand.

Ms. JONES of Michigan appeared at
the bar of the House and took the oath
of office, as follows:

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the
United States against all enemies, foreign
and domestic; that you will bear true faith
and allegiance to the same; that you take
this obligation freely, without any mental
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to
enter, so help you God.

The SPEAKER. Congratulations, you
are now a Member of the 115th Con-
gress.

WELCOMING THE HONORABLE
BRENDA JONES OF MICHIGAN TO
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Michigan is recog-
nized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I proudly
present BRENDA JONES as a new Mem-
ber of Congress for Michigan’s 13th
Congressional District for the remain-
der of this Congress.

BRENDA JONES was elected in a spe-
cial election earlier this month. She
very much wanted to essentially be
faithful to the votes of her constitu-
ents, so all of us are here proudly to be
with her.

Her career in public service started
in 2005 when she was elected to the De-
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troit City Council. My brother was
once president of that city council.

She has subsequently been reelected
three times and rose to become presi-
dent of the council in 2014 and again in
2018.

BRENDA is a former small-business
owner, a past president of the Commu-
nication Workers of America Local
4004, and a proud alumnus of Wayne
State University.

We all welcome you here to Congress,
especially fellow colleagues from the
Michigan delegation.

But if I may add, the former Speaker
is here, NANCY PELOSI. It is so char-
acteristic of her to join all of us.

In addition to the Michigan delega-
tion, I see others who are here who ei-
ther know BRENDA JONES or will come
to know her in a short period while she
is here in the U.S. Congress.

Mr. Speaker, with those words, I ap-
preciate the chance to address the
House, and I yield to the gentlewoman
from Michigan (Ms. JONES). I proudly
leave this place to the Member, now, of
the House of Representatives, BRENDA
JONES.

Ms. JONES of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, let me start out by saying: To God
be the glory. I want to first thank God
for giving me this great opportunity. I
want to thank my family; Pastor John
Pitts; a special thank you to my col-
leagues BRENDA LAWRENCE, Congress-
man BRAD SHERMAN, SHEILA JACKSON
LEE, Chairman CEDRIC RICHMOND; all of
the Congressional Black Caucus; and
all of the Michigan delegation. To the
leader and to all of my supporters, vol-
unteers, my church family, the 13th
Congressional District, and the State
of Michigan, I say thank you.

This truly is a humble feeling to
stand here and be sworn in amongst the
men and women who do the work every
day for the United States of America.

The voices of constituents of the 13th
Congressional District have been
heard, and I am now seated as their
Representative of the United States of
America. It is time to get to work. I
am ready to roll up my sleeves during
this lame-duck session, do what is ex-
pected of me, and join my colleagues in
getting the job done for the 13th Con-
gressional District and for the United
States of America.

God bless the 13th Congressional Dis-
trict. God bless the United States of
America.

——
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of
rule XX, the Chair announces to the
House that, in light of the administra-
tion of the oath to the gentlewoman
from Michigan, the whole number of
the House is 433.

WELCOMING PASTOR WILLIAM
HILD, JR.

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
BUCHANAN) is recognized for 1 minute.
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There was no objection.

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, it is
an honor for me to welcome to the
United States Capitol my pastor, Wil-
liam Hild, who led us in the opening
prayer today.

Pastor Hild is not only a tremendous
community leader in my hometown of
Sarasota, Florida, but he has been a
great friend to Sandy and me, and a re-
source to me and my family, for nearly
18 years.

Since 1997, Pastor Hild has served as
the pastor of FirstSarasota, the Down-
town Baptist Church. Under his leader-
ship, the church has grown. It is very
dynamic. It makes a big difference in
my community. Also under his leader-
ship, we have seen the incredible out-
reach that he has done in terms of
strengthening and encouraging people
on our beautiful Gulf Coast.

My wife Sandy and I want to person-
ally thank Pastor Hild for what he has
done for us in our life and what he con-
tinues to do in our community to make
it a better community. It is a privilege
to have Pastor Hild and his family here
today.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROGERS of Kentucky). The Chair will
entertain up to 15 further requests for
1-minute speeches on each side of the
aisle.

—————

CONGRATULATING IRA A.
LEESFIELD

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
am so proud to rise today to recognize
Ira Leesfield and congratulate him on
receiving the 2018 Lawyers for Children
America’s Janet Reno Outstanding
Community Partner Award.

As a University of Florida Law
School graduate, Ira proved himself to
be an intelligent and driven individual
from the very beginning of his legal ca-
reer. Upon graduation, Ira entered the
honors program at the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice and served as a trial
attorney in the U.S. Army and in the
Judge Advocate General’s Corps before
opening his own practice in 1976.

Since then, Ira has become well
known for his work throughout our
State and the U.S., where he has con-
sistently made it his mission to be a
voice for the less fortunate and those
in need.

In the early 1990s, Ira established the
Leesfield Family Foundation, which
supports both local and national non-
profits, and emphasizes protecting the
elderly and underprivileged women and
children in our south Florida commu-
nity.

Today, I ask my colleagues to join
me in congratulating Ira on this well-
deserved recognition. I thank him for
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his tremendous efforts throughout the
years, and I am so honored to call Ira
Leesfield my amigo.

—————

EMANCIPATION NATIONAL
HISTORIC TRAIL

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, the
Nation loves its history. We in Texas
love our history. Today, I rise to en-
courage and to announce the legisla-
tion that reflects history.

H.R. 4745, to designate the Emanci-
pation National Historic Trail, is a
wonderful legislative initiative that re-
flects history in the State of Texas and
throughout the Nation.

We are all reminded of the Emanci-
pation Proclamation that was issued in
1863. We know that there were areas of
the South that did not get the word
that the slaves were free for 2 years.

Earlier this week, I celebrated the
commemoration of the birthday of the
Honorable Mickey Leland, who died
some years ago alongside an Ethiopian
mountain while attempting to feed
those struggling. But he believed in
stopping food insecurity.

In honor of him, reflecting on the
history of our community, I ask my
colleagues to sign on to H.R. 4745 be-
cause it recounts the announcement by
Captain Granger that the slaves were
finally free in Texas and throughout
the Southwest, and creates a wonderful
trail that all of us can enjoy that
chronicles the story from Galveston to
Houston.

Mr. Speaker, this is legislation that
says that America can accept all of our
history, and I ask you to join H.R. 4745.

———
O 1215

THANKING THE PEOPLE OF
WISCONSIN’S FIRST DISTRICT

(Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to express profound grati-
tude to the people of the First District
of Wisconsin.

Any time I get to swear in a new
Member as we just did, it brings me
back to the time when I was first
sworn in here in 1998. I remember just
being awestruck the first time I walked
down that center aisle. That feeling
just never goes away. I still feel it
when I walk onto the floor each and
every time.

I am immensely grateful to the peo-
ple of southern Wisconsin for their
trust and their confidence. I have al-
ways had this thing about calling the
people I represent not my constituents
but my employers. It is the way I have
always thought of this, and I think it is
important that we as Members under-
stand that we work for the people and
not the other way around, and that we
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are in this to make a difference for
them.

We work every day to keep that obli-
gation, especially, actually, when it
comes to constituent service. It is the
lifeblood of the work we do here as
Representatives. It is something that
goes unreported, but it is extremely
important, extremely valuable, and
very gratifying.

Any success that we have had is real-
ly, in my case, due to our humble and
our hardworking staff. I have had the
chance to work for and to work with
the very best people. I really have.

Before I was a Member, I was part of
a legion of Hill staffers. I was a staffer
here before I got elected as a Member.
I started as an intern in the mailroom,
and I worked my way on up: legislative
correspondent, legislative assistant,
legislative director, and chief of staff,
all of those things.

I figured I knew everything about
these jobs, all long hours and all sac-
rifices, but nothing can truly prepare
you for having people willing to help
you in such a big undertaking on the
front lines. So I am profoundly grateful
for the dedicated public servants who
have helped us serve the people—my
employers—of the First Congressional
District.

I want to thank the members of our
team who have stayed with us to the
very end: Rebekah Cullum, Jordan
Dunn, Brandon Farnsworth, Megan
Wagner, and Laura Wiley.

I want to thank Allison Steil, our
deputy chief of staff, who has been with
us for 10 years.

I want to thank Tricia Stoneking,
our director of scheduling and office
operations, who has been with us for 15
years.

I want to especially thank the mem-
bers of our team who have been with us
from the very beginning, from the
start. We call them the lifers: Danyell
Tremmel, my chief of staff; Chad Her-
bert, director of military and veterans
services; and Susie Liston, district di-
rector.

Chad is a hunter. He is a veteran.
Danyell came from my predecessor.
She knows every nook and cranny in
the Federal Government and how to
help constituents navigate their prob-
lems. Chad has helped countless vet-
erans. He knows the veterans system
so well, and he has done so much good
for the veterans of southern Wisconsin.

Susie Liston, our district director,
has one of the most pleasant and happy
demeanors. You can get a lot of angry
constituents walking into a district of-
fice. She handles them better than any-
one I have ever known.

Teresa Mora, director of outreach,
has run my bilingual services. She has
helped me with all my bilingual His-
panic townhall meetings. She has done
a spectacular job of doing constituent
outreach throughout my district.

Many of you know Joyce Meyer.
Joyce was my first legislative director.

Andy Speth started off as my district
director then my longtime chief of
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staff. He is my silent partner. Andy
and I met in sixth grade basketball
camp at St. Paul Lutheran School
where he went and where his kids go.
We have been friends ever since we
went to high school together. When I
moved home to run for Congress, he
was the guy who helped me. He has
been my partner in this venture all
along, and I am so grateful for his
friendship. I am so grateful for his
partnership.

I also am just grateful for the people
of Janesville, Racine, Kenosha, Oak
Creek, Elkhorn, Lake Geneva,
Walworth County, Racine County, Ke-
nosha County, Rock County, Waukesha
County, and everyone in between.

Since becoming Speaker of the
House—which is not something that we
are used to in Wisconsin; I am the only
one who has done that—I appreciate
the indulgence of the people I work for
who indulge the fact that I had other
responsibilities in addition. When I
took on these additional responsibil-
ities, the people of our staff really
stepped up and really helped serve our
constituents so that they continue to
enjoy those flawless constituent serv-
ices.

I am just so grateful for these people
in my life. I am so grateful that they
were able to serve the people of south-
ern Wisconsin so well, and I am abso-
lutely grateful to the people of south-
ern Wisconsin for entrusting me as
their Representative.

————

LAFAYETTE, WE ARE HERE: THE
AMERICAN LAFAYETTE ESCA-
DRILLE

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, as we
remember the 100th anniversary of the
great World War I, it is vital to honor
American pilots who fought for free-
dom in Europe before the United States
officially entered the war.

Under the French Air Service, the
Lafayette HEscadrille was formed. It
was an all-American, all-volunteer
squadron.

In 1916, 224 Americans formed the
unit. They wore French uniforms, and
assembled on their biplanes was a cou-
rageous Native American chief.

Being a pilot in World War I was
deadly dangerous. The life expectancy
of an Allied pilot was 11 days. Daily
combat operations saw casualty rates
of 400 percent. Fifty-one Americans
were killed in combat, and the Ameri-
cans downed 199 enemy planes. They
flew in all the major battles over the
Western Front’s bloody trenches of no
man’s land.

In 1918, when the United States en-
tered the war, these men of the Lafay-
ette Escadrille were incorporated into
the United States Air Service. These
young flyboys of World War I were
some of America’s best. They went
over there and flew the skies fighting
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