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DESIGNATION ACT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the question on 
suspending the rules and passing the 
bill (S. 1438) to redesignate the Jeffer-
son National Expansion Memorial in 
the State of Missouri as the ‘‘Gateway 
Arch National Park’’. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
GOSAR) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

USDA FUNDING WILL HELP ERADI-
CATE SPOTTED LANTERNFLY IN 
PENNSYLVANIA 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, earlier today, USDA Sec-
retary Sonny Perdue announced $17.5 
million in emergency funding to stop 
the spread of the spotted lanternfly in 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 

The spotted lanternfly is beautiful, 
with its distinctive and colorful wings, 
but it is an invasive and threatening 
pest and its spread must be stopped. 

The spotted lanternfly is originally 
native to parts of China, India, Viet-
nam, and Eastern Asia. It was first dis-
covered in Berks County, Pennsyl-
vania, but now has spread to 13 coun-
ties. It is a threat to apples and grapes 
and peaches, stone fruits, and various 
tree species throughout Pennsylvania. 

Pennsylvania’s Agriculture Sec-
retary Russell Reading has been work-
ing to combat its spread, and this Fed-
eral funding will only increase the 
Commonwealth’s ability to fight this 
pest. 

As vice chair of the House Agri-
culture Committee, I have been work-
ing with Congressman RYAN COSTELLO 
and Congressman LLOYD SMUCKER and 
all members of the Pennsylvania dele-
gation to ensure that we have the re-
sources necessary to eradicate the 
spotted lanternfly. 

I applaud Secretary Perdue’s swift 
prevention efforts before the 
planthopper starts to reemerge this 
spring. 

f 

b 1930 

SPACEX 

(Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute.) 

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the extraordinary achievement of Elon 
Musk and SpaceX for the spectacular 

and historic launch of its giant Falcon 
Heavy rocket, now the world’s most 
powerful operational rocket, from Cape 
Canaveral on Tuesday, February 6, 
2018. 

Besides the launch itself, which car-
ried Mr. Musk’s personal Tesla Road-
ster into space, SpaceX also achieved a 
second amazing feat by guiding two of 
the Falcon Heavy’s rocket boosters 
back to Earth for an upright landing. 
This rocket launch has paved the way 
for faster, cheaper launches of sat-
ellites and cargo into space. 

So, as the representative of Califor-
nia’s 43rd Congressional District, this 
milestone is especially meaningful to 
me. SpaceX is headquartered in my dis-
trict in the city of Hawthorne, Cali-
fornia, and employs thousands of tal-
ented men and women in our commu-
nity. 

I congratulate Elon Musk and 
SpaceX for continuing the great tradi-
tion of achievement by aerospace com-
panies in the South Bay. 

f 

OLIVIA, 7 YEARS OLD, WANTS TO 
PROTECT TREES 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I 
have a letter here from one of my 
grandkids, 7-year-old Olivia. 

‘‘January 28th. 
‘‘Dear Congressman Poe, 
‘‘I am writing to tell you that the en-

vironment is very important to me. 
‘‘We need to make sure that enough 

money is spent on keeping the world 
clene. 

‘‘I love seeing all the beauty in the 
world. 

‘‘I know that you agree with me that 
trees, flowers and lakes are worth pro-
tecting. 

‘‘I planted broccoli last year and I 
want every kid to have that oppor-
tunity at their school too. 

‘‘Please do your best! 
‘‘Sincerely, Olivia. #8, Dallas, 

Texas.’’ 
Mr. Speaker, No. 8 is my grand-

daughter Olivia. I call my 12 grandkids 
by their birth number. 

Well, Olivia, Mr. CICILLINE and I are 
introducing legislation to protect trees 
on government easements of interstate 
highways. 

Sometimes trees are cleared at tax-
payer expense so that billboards on ad-
jacent property can be seen. 

Olivia is right, ‘‘Trees are worth pro-
tecting.’’ We should preserve the trees 
on the interstates because, as No. 8 
says, ‘‘The environment is important.’’ 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

RECOGNIZING OLYMPIC ATHLETES 
FROM THE CENTRAL COAST OF 
CALIFORNIA 

(Mr. PANETTA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PANETTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize a couple of Olympic 
athletes from my district on the cen-
tral coast of California. 

Brita Sigourney and Nick 
Cunningham will be representing Team 
USA at the Olympics in South Korea. 

Brita attended the same schools I 
went to, Carmel High and UC Davis. 
She is a freestyle skier, and she is the 
first woman to land a 1080 in competi-
tion at the halfpipe run, and she is one 
of the top female freestyle skiers in the 
world. 

Nick is a bobsledder. He also went to 
one of the schools I went to: Monterey 
Peninsula College. He is a sergeant in 
the Army National Guard and a mem-
ber of the Army’s World Class Athlete 
Program. 

Starting this Friday, Brita and Nick 
will compete on the world stage under 
the stars and stripes of our flag. 

As we know, the Olympics is an event 
where many different people from dif-
ferent places come together and com-
pete with one another for the thrill of 
victory and the agony of defeat, and in 
doing so, they provide their opponents 
with dignity and respect. 

Hopefully we here in Washington will 
not only watch the Olympics, but we 
will learn from Olympians like Brita 
and Nick, because it is our hometown 
athletes who not only understand what 
it takes to win, they know what it 
takes to represent the best team at the 
Olympics and the best country in the 
world. 

f 

NANCY PELOSI STANDS ON HER 
FEET WITH COMPASSION AND 
PASSION 

(Ms. JACKSON LEE asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
think most of the world today saw the 
leader of the Democratic Caucus, 
NANCY PELOSI, stand on her feet with 
compassion and passion for the 800,000 
DREAMers, those who are desperately 
in need of a solution, and 140,000 in the 
State of Texas. We pray that her stand-
ing and reading those stories will move 
this body to do what is right. 
FEMA NEEDS TO BE COMPLETELY REORGANIZED 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I 
also want to do what is right for my 
constituents. FEMA needs to be com-
pletely reorganized. As a member of 
the Homeland Security Committee, we 
are seeking to divide FEMA into the 
emergency component and the long- 
term recovery. 

So many of my constituents have re-
ceived FEMA denial letters. They don’t 
know what to do with those letters 
even though we have advocated for 
them to appeal. It is important for 
FEMA to address the question of these 
letters throughout the hurricane-dev-
astated areas, including throughout 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Flor-
ida, and beyond. 

People are hurting. FEMA must as-
sess these denials. They must reach out 
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again for review, and they must stand 
up for a long-term recovery of an amaz-
ing, devastating flood like Hurricane 
Harvey that had 51.22 inches, 21 trillion 
gallons of water, and Houston under-
water for a period of days. 

We must help the American people 
and Texans. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF THOMAS 
DAY, JR. 

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to remember the life of Thomas 
Day, Jr. 

Thomas loved spending time with his 
four kids, Whitney, Candice, Kelsey, 
and Nolan, and his two grandkids. He 
loved boating with his family, cheering 
for the Pittsburgh Steelers, and coach-
ing Little League baseball. 

He worked as an estimator for Por-
trait Construction for more than 20 
years and was very personable and 
friendly with everyone he met. His 
children’s friends called him ‘‘Daddy 
Day’’. 

Thomas will be remembered by all 
those who knew him as a fun-loving 
and amazing family man. 

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Thomas Day’s family and 
friends, and please note that the city of 
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and 
the whole country grieve with you. 

f 

BRINGING JUSTICE TO DREAMERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. AL GREEN) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the minor-
ity leader. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Mr. Speak-
er, once again I am honored to stand in 
the well of the House of Representa-
tives. 

I have been blessed and fortunate 
enough to stand here and to have the 
opportunity to vote on some of the 
great issues of our time. I am proud to 
say that I was here to vote on the Af-
fordable Care Act, and I am proud to 
say that I still stand behind the Afford-
able Care Act. 

I was here to vote on the Lilly 
Ledbetter Fair Pay legislation. I still 
stand behind what we did on that great 
occasion. 

I was here to vote on a good many 
pieces of legislation, but I must tell 
you, Mr. Speaker, I am very proud to 
have been here today to see the Honor-
able NANCY PELOSI as she took a stand 
for those who cannot be here to stand 
for themselves. She took a stand for 
the DREAMers, and not only did she 
speak for them and stand up for them, 
she also literally took a stand on her 
feet for more than 8 hours in heels. 

Mr. Speaker, that is a part of history 
that I will forever remember, and I am 
proud to have been here, not in the 
room for the entirety of the time, I 

must tell you. A good many of us were 
afforded the opportunity to go in and 
out, but she stood there for the en-
tirety of the 8 hours and spoke elo-
quently about the needs of the 
DREAMers, spoke eloquently about the 
things that they have done to make 
our country a better place, spoke elo-
quently about how America the Beau-
tiful is a more beautiful America be-
cause they are here. 

I would like to associate myself with 
her comments. I believe that she is a 
part of that avant garde that will ulti-
mately bring justice to those young 
people who came here, not of their own 
volition, but who came here with some-
one, some parent, some significant 
other, some person who had care, cus-
tody, and control, and who have done 
all of the right things, save having 
been born here, and deserve an oppor-
tunity to remain in this country. 

So, Ms. PELOSI, wherever you are, I 
want you to know that I have great ad-
miration for you and I adore you for 
what you have done tonight. 

Mr. Speaker, I am here to also speak 
on behalf of a constituent, Mr. Jose 
Escobar. Mr. Speaker, he is my con-
stituent. He lived in my congressional 
district. I do regret that he has been 
deported to El Salvador, but notwith-
standing the distance between us, he is 
still my constituent, just as I had a 
constituent who was detained in China. 

Notwithstanding the distance, this 
was still my constituent, and we 
fought with her husband and her 
friends and other Members of Congress 
to get her back to the United States of 
America, and she has been returned. 
The entirety of that time while she was 
away, she still remained my con-
stituent, just as I have a constituent 
who is currently in Syria being de-
tained. 

We are going to fight to bring that 
constituent back. That constituent 
will be my constituent as long as I am 
in the Congress of the United States of 
America and that constituent is de-
tained in Syria. My hope is that we 
will get our constituent back sooner 
rather than later, but it doesn’t matter 
about the time. What matters is that I 
am committed to stay with that con-
stituent and make sure that his moth-
er and father believe that we are work-
ing with them to bring him home. 

So it is, Mr. Speaker, with Mr. 
Escobar. He is my constituent. He has 
been deported to San Salvador in El 
Salvador. Notwithstanding the fact 
that he has been deported, he is still 
someone that I am going to work to 
bring back to this country. 

Mr. Escobar came to this country at 
the age of 15. He was brought here. He 
came here right around the time the 
earthquakes took place in January of 
2001. While he was here, there was an-
other earthquake that took place on 
February 13, 2001. These earthquakes 
devastated El Salvador. There were 
people who died. Hundreds of people 
died. 

As we do in this country, we offered 
TPS, temporary protected status, to 

those persons who came here from El 
Salvador who were here in this coun-
try. We didn’t want to send them back 
to devastation. We didn’t want to put 
them in harm’s way. We are a caring 
Nation. We showed how much we care 
by giving them the opportunity to have 
temporary protected status. 

His mother sought temporary pro-
tected status for herself and her son. 
His mother believed that she and her 
son had temporary protected status. 
However, Mr. Speaker, later on when 
Mr. Escobar sought to get his renewal 
of the temporary protected status, he 
discovered that a mistake had been 
made. It is difficult to know what hap-
pened, but it wasn’t done with any kind 
of malice aforethought. There was a 
mistake that was made that could have 
been corrected, I believe, but it wasn’t. 

Mr. Escobar did not run and hide. He 
presented himself. Mr. Escobar went to 
the authorities. He tried his best to 
correct this mistake, and in the proc-
ess of doing this, he maintained a life, 
and in maintaining his life, he did what 
ordinary people do, what people do who 
are young: he married. He married 
Rose Escobar. 

While they were married, they had 
two beautiful children. He now has a 
daughter who is 4 years of age. He has 
a son who is 8 years of age. 

b 1945 
His son and his daughter are here in 

the United States of America, but I re-
gret to inform you, Mr. Speaker, that 
Mr. Escobar is no longer in the United 
States of America because on March 7, 
2006, he was married, but on March 7, 
2006, he was removed from this coun-
try. And it was done in such a way as 
to create great sorrow, great pain, 
within his family. 

At the time of his removal, he was 
working. At the time of his removal, he 
was doing all of the things that we ex-
pect a man with a family to do. He was 
taking care of his children. He was a 
father to his children. He was taking 
care of his wife, and she was taking 
care of him. He was a good husband to 
his wife. He was, by all counts, by all 
standards, by any acid test, a good 
American, saving the fact that he was 
not born in the United States. 

But he went in for what he thought 
would be another visit because he had 
a work permit, and when he went in to 
visit the government by and through 
his agents and immigration, these au-
thorities decided and did what I believe 
they were ordered to do. I hold no 
grudge against them. I think they were 
doing what was required of them. They 
were doing what they perceived to be 
their jobs. 

And in so doing, they detained him. 
And in detaining him, his wife left with 
their baby in her arms. She came be-
lieving they would all return home to-
gether, but she was separated from her 
husband, children separated from their 
father, and she went home and she 
cried. 

But she is strong. She did more than 
simply cry. She decided that she was 
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