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through this incredible program. With 
the help of our global partners, every 
day, we are closer to achieving an 
AIDS-free generation. 

I urge all my colleagues to give it 
their full support. I thank the Chair-
man, Mr. Ranking Member, Ms. LEE, 
and Mr. SMITH. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Min-
nesota (Ms. MCCOLLUM), who is a great 
advocate for those living with HIV/ 
AIDS. 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in support of this legislation reauthor-
izing the President’s Emergency Plan 
for HIV/AIDS Relief, commonly re-
ferred to as PEPFAR, for an additional 
5 years until 2023. 

When this law was established in 
2003, I was very proud to be a member 
of the International Relations Com-
mittee. Thanks in large part to the bi-
partisan leadership of Chairman Henry 
Hyde and Ranking Member Tom Lan-
tos, the original bill included dedicated 
funding that required that at least 10 
percent of the funds be used for or-
phans and vulnerable children. 
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I thank Chairman ROYCE and Rank-

ing Member ENGEL, and I thank Chair-
man SMITH and Ranking Member BASS 
for maintaining support for the dedi-
cated OVC funding and ensuring this 
provision was restored when the For-
eign Affairs Committee marked up this 
bill in September. 

Today, at least more than 12 million 
children worldwide have lost at least 
one parent to HIV/AIDS, and at least 80 
percent of these children live in sub- 
Saharan Africa. 

Of the 1.8 million children living with 
HIV/AIDS, only half have the necessary 
antiretroviral treatment; and without 
this treatment, it is expected that 80 
percent will not make it to their fifth 
birthday. 

The dedicated OVC funding in this 
bill ensures that these children will 
continue to be a priority in our fight 
against HIV/AIDS in responding di-
rectly to physical, emotional, and eco-
nomic impacts HIV/AIDS has on vul-
nerable children. 

The OVC programs protect children 
from contracting HIV/AIDS, expand ac-
cess to high-quality healthcare serv-
ices, work directly with families and 
communities to strengthen capacity 
and resilience building, and give these 
children a future. 

We still have work to do, and these 
programs, we know they are effective, 
and we know that they are working. As 
of September 2017, PEPFAR had pro-
vided care and support to more than 6.4 
million orphans and vulnerable chil-
dren and their caregivers worldwide. 

I thank the Foreign Affairs Commit-
tee’s leadership for ensuring this crit-
ical funding provision was included in 
the final version of the bill. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

Let me close and let me say that, as 
the sponsor of the last PEPFAR reau-
thorization in 2013, I am proud to be a 
part of this effort. And I again thank 
Chairman ROYCE; Congresswoman LEE; 
the chair and ranking member of our 
Africa, Global Health, Global Human 
Rights, and International Organiza-
tions Subcommittee, Representatives 
SMITH and BASS; and Congresswoman 
ROS-LEHTINEN as well. 

I also thank Ambassador Deborah 
Birx, the U.S. Global AIDS Coordinator 
and U.S. Special Representative for 
Global Health Diplomacy, for her tire-
less work to ensure PEPFAR’s success. 

Mr. Speaker, over the last 15 years, 
PEPFAR has been nothing short of rev-
olutionary. It is a humanitarian and 
global health triumph, with very few 
rivals across history, but it is still a 
work in progress. 

An AIDS-free generation remains as-
pirational, certainly more within reach 
than it was a few years ago, but still a 
vision that we need to keep working 
for. If we reverse course, if we slash 
funding for these efforts, it would un-
dermine our own efforts with foolish 
policies. We stand to lose so much of 
what has been achieved. 

I am glad to support this bipartisan 
measure which would keep us on the 
right course, and I again urge the ad-
ministration to agree with what Con-
gress has done, not to cut funding in 
this much-needed help. I am pleased to 
support the bill. I ask all Members to 
do the same, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, the Committee on For-
eign Affairs, with the help of our rank-
ing member, Mr. ELIOT ENGEL, has 
worked across both Chambers of Con-
gress. We have worked across party 
lines. We have worked to craft a bill 
that preserves congressional preroga-
tives and advances U.S. interests and 
helps save lives. 

I again thank Mr. CHRIS SMITH, be-
cause H.R. 6651 does all of that. It does 
not contain new authorized appropria-
tions, nor does it affect direct spending 
or revenues. It does not create new pro-
grams or include major new policy pro-
visions. It is, in other words, a non-
controversial bipartisan measure that 
extends critical PEPFAR authorities 
and the transparency requirements 
that expired on September 30 of 2018. 

Congress has reauthorized, now, this 
program twice before, and I thank the 
U.S. Global Aids coordinator, Ambas-
sador Birx, for her steadfast commit-
ment to making PEPFAR as efficient 
and effective as possible. 

And, of course, I want to again thank 
all of the sponsors—Representatives 
SMITH, ROS-LEHTINEN, ENGEL, and 
LEE—for championing this effort and 
doing so from the very start. 

And, finally, I thank Joan Condon on 
my staff, who has been instrumental in 
seeing this important legislation over 
the finish line and who has long 

worked for effective U.S. assistance 
programs that both save lives and rein-
force the moral stature of the United 
States around this globe. 

The success of these efforts, the suc-
cess of this program will forever be 
measured by the lives it has saved. I 
urge my colleagues to support this bill, 
and I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6651, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

The title of the bill was amended so 
as to read: ‘‘A bill to extend certain au-
thorities relating to United States ef-
forts to combat HIV/AIDS, tuber-
culosis, and malaria globally, and for 
other purposes.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AFFIRMING STRONG UNITED 
STATES-LIBERIA TIES AND SUP-
PORT FOR DEMOCRATIC PRIN-
CIPLES 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1055) to 
affirm strong United States-Liberia 
ties and support for democratic prin-
ciples, and call for full implementation 
of the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission recommendations, including 
the establishment of an Extraordinary 
Criminal Tribunal for Liberia. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1055 

Whereas today the United States is home 
to an estimated 80,000 people of Liberian an-
cestry in vibrant communities across the 
country, who have been instrumental in 
America’s efforts to build a peaceful, demo-
cratic, and prosperous Liberia; 

Whereas Liberia and the United States 
share close historical, political, and eco-
nomic ties over the course of a nearly 200- 
year relationship; 

Whereas the people and Government of the 
United States have a deep interest in Libe-
ria’s democratic stability and postconflict 
development; 

Whereas the civil war from 1991 to 2002 re-
sulted in the death of over 200,000 people in 
Sierra Leone and Liberia, the displacement 
of over 1,000,000 persons, and the horrific 
cases of amputations, mass rape, and human 
rights abuses conducted under the leadership 
of Charles Taylor; 

Whereas Charles Taylor was convicted 
through the Special Court for Sierra Leone 
for 11 different charges of war crimes, crimes 
against humanity, such as rape, sexual 
abuse, and slavery, and violation of inter-
national law, including the use of child sol-
diers; 

Whereas a comprehensive peace agreement 
was signed by the Government of Liberia, 
rebel groups, and political parties in 2003; 

Whereas the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission, as established under the 2003 
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comprehensive peace agreement, was for-
mally created in 2005 with a mandate ‘‘to 
promote national peace, security, unity and 
reconciliation by investigating gross human 
rights violations and violations of humani-
tarian law, sexual violations, and economic 
crimes that occurred between January 1979 
and October 2003’’; 

Whereas the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission released a report in December 
2008 recommending the establishment of an 
Extraordinary Criminal Tribunal for Liberia 
and listed individuals, corporations, and in-
stitutions recommended for further inves-
tigation and prosecution, among other rec-
ommendations; 

Whereas the Government of Liberia has 
not fully implemented the recommendations 
of the Truth and Reconciliation Agreement 
to date, including the establishment of an 
Extraordinary Criminal Tribunal; 

Whereas Liberia experienced its first 
democratic and peaceful transition of power 
since 1944 after President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf respected constitutional term limits 
and George Weah defeated Vice President Jo-
seph Boakai following a runoff during the 
2017 Presidential elections; 

Whereas the United States congratulated 
the people of Liberia on the successful con-
clusion of the Presidential runoff election 
and recognized the important role Liberia’s 
Supreme Court, political parties, security 
forces, and civil society organizations played 
in holding a peaceful and transparent con-
test; and 

Whereas the United States Government 
and American citizens have invested in Libe-
ria to rebuild and support democratic insti-
tutions, postconflict recovery, economic 
growth, improved access to education and 
health care, professionalization of the coun-
try’s military and civilian security forces, 
and efforts to foster accountability and 
transparency of government institutions: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) upholds its commitment to maintain 
and foster the enduring relationship between 
the people and the Governments of the 
United States and Liberia; 

(2) urges the Government and people of Li-
beria to support the truth and reconciliation 
process through full implementation of the 
recommendations of the Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission, including the estab-
lishment of an Extraordinary Criminal Tri-
bunal; and 

(3) supports efforts by the Department of 
State and United States Agency for Inter-
national Development to advance Liberian 
efforts toward national reconciliation 
through continued support for the rule of 
law, effective governance, and the robust 
role of civil society. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include any extraneous material in the 
RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H. 
Res. 1055, which affirms the strong ties 
between the United States and Liberia 
and calls for full implementation of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
recommendations. 

I want to thank Representative 
DONOVAN and Representative JOHNSON 
for their work on this resolution. 

During my time as chairman of the 
Africa Subcommittee, we held hearings 
and we pressed legislation to bring at-
tention to the brutal civil war in Libe-
ria and Sierra Leone that killed 200,000 
people and that displaced more than 1 
million, one of whom was also an or-
phan, orphaned by this conflict, and he 
worked in my own office here in Con-
gress. 

We heard testimony, for example, 
also, from a young girl no more than 10 
years old who recounted the atrocities 
she, herself, endured during the war, a 
gruesome illustration of the horrific 
and lasting impact this conflict had on 
the people of Liberia and Sierra Leone. 

The Africa, Global Health, Global 
Human Rights, and International Orga-
nizations Subcommittee worked across 
party lines and alongside the inter-
national community and alongside the 
people of Liberia and Sierra Leone to 
apprehend the notorious warlord 
Charles Taylor, and I would like to 
thank our staff director, Tom Sheehy, 
for his help in this regard. Today, 
Charles Taylor remains behind bars. 

In 2003, the Government of Liberia, 
rebel groups, and political parties 
signed a comprehensive peace agree-
ment. A Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission was created, which rec-
ommended the establishment of a war 
crimes tribunal to ensure justice for 
the people of Liberia. This would be 
along the same lines of what we had 
worked to effectively establish for the 
people of Sierra Leone in terms of their 
special court. 

Unfortunately, however, this war 
crimes tribunal for Liberia has never 
been established, although Liberian 
Government figures and Liberian activ-
ists alike have continued to call for 
one. This resolution repeats this im-
portant call. 

We have turned the page on this hor-
rific chapter in Liberia’s history. In 
March, the U.N. peacekeeping mission 
there officially ended. It is not often 
we get to celebrate the successful end 
of a mission, and we remember the 202 
peacekeepers that lost their lives to 
bring peace and to bring stability to 
the region. 

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was 
democratically elected in 2005 and re-
elected in 2011 before stepping down 
from power. Last year, the country ex-
perienced its first democratic transi-
tion of power since November of 1944. 
This further strengthened democratic 
institutions, and it set an important 
precedent for future leaders. 

Much more needs to be done to crack 
down on corruption and create a more 

conducive environment for trade and 
economic investment. The government 
must ensure the policies are in place to 
encourage business to invest and grow 
and create jobs, but this resolution af-
firms the U.S. commitment to continue 
to partner with Liberia to support civil 
society, rule of law, and good govern-
ance. We stand by the Liberian people 
in their continued efforts for a more 
prosperous and a more democratic Li-
beria. 

The United States and Liberia share 
close historical, political, and eco-
nomic ties over the course of our near-
ly 200-year relationship. The United 
States is home to 80,000 people of Libe-
rian ancestry. This resolution com-
mends this diaspora population, which 
has been instrumental in America’s ef-
forts to build a peaceful, democratic, 
and prosperous Liberia. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume, and I 
rise in support of this measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Representative 
DONOVAN for his work on this resolu-
tion which reaffirms America’s rela-
tionship with Liberia and calls for the 
Government of Liberia to hold ac-
countable those who carried out mass 
violence and atrocities during the 
country’s civil war in the 1990s. That 
war resulted in the deaths of over 
200,000 people and was marked by gross 
human rights violations. 

In the wake of this conflict, the Libe-
rian Government started working to 
investigate the horrific crimes com-
mitted during the war. In 2005, a Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission put 
forward recommendations to follow 
through on those efforts. But now, 10 
years later, the Government of Liberia 
still hasn’t fully implemented those 
recommendations. 

Liberia, as the chairman pointed out, 
and the United States share close his-
torical, political, and economic ties. 
We in the United States are committed 
to helping Liberia prosper as a stable 
democracy. 

The 2017 elections were an important 
turning point. This was the country’s 
first peaceful democratic transition of 
power since 1944. Today’s measure 
rightly congratulates Liberia for this 
achievement. 

For Liberia to fully move forward, it 
must deal with its past. So this resolu-
tion urges Liberia to implement the 
recommendations from the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission. There 
must be justice and accountability for 
the atrocities committed during Libe-
ria’s Civil War. 

Mr. Speaker, the resolution before us 
today is a very important step to con-
tinue our strong relationship with Li-
beria, and I am happy to support it. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent to reclaim 
the time I previously yielded back. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 
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There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. DONOVAN), an es-
teemed Member from the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and the author of 
the resolution. 

b 1730 
Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 

today in support of H. Res. 1055, to af-
firm strong United States-Liberian ties 
and support for democratic principles, 
and call for full implementation of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
recommendations, including the estab-
lishment of an Extraordinary Criminal 
Tribunal for Liberia. 

My district, Staten Island and South 
Brooklyn, is home to thousands of Li-
berians who have fled the turbulence of 
civil war. My constituents have di-
rectly told me how important it is to 
them that Liberia establish an extraor-
dinary war crimes tribunal. 

At this very moment, people who 
have committed unspeakable war 
crimes hold positions in the Liberian 
Government. Murder, rape, mutilation, 
torture, unfortunately, Liberia has 
seen it all. Although it has been dec-
ades since these atrocities have oc-
curred, wounds cannot be healed with-
out justice for victims. 

Moreover, this lack of accountability 
is leading Liberia into a slow creep 
backwards towards the murderous 
mayhem of its civil war days. Without 
the justice Liberians are rightfully 
clamoring for, I fear there will be fur-
ther violence and turbulence. This is 
why it is so crucial to call upon Liberia 
to establish a war crimes tribunal. 

As a member of the Foreign Affairs 
Committee, I have had the great pleas-
ure of working with Chairman ROYCE 
and Ranking Member ENGEL and the 
chairman of my subcommittee, Mr. 
SMITH of New Jersey. The bipartisan 
manner in which they have conducted 
committee business in order to move 
impactful and consequential legisla-
tion is something truly to be admired 
and replicated. 

Thank you, Chairman ROYCE. 
Thank you to Chairman ROYCE, 

Ranking Member ENGEL, Chairman 
SMITH, and my Democratic coleader, 
Congressman HANK JOHNSON, and all of 
our other cosponsors for supporting 
this resolution. 

I would also like to thank the com-
mittee staff, especially Meg Gallagher, 
Sean ONeill, and Marie Spear, for their 
work on this matter. 

I urge all my colleagues to support 
this resolution and continue to seek 
justice across the globe. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I continue 
to reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. SMITH), chair-
man of the Foreign Affairs Sub-
committee on Africa, Global Health, 
Global Human Rights, and Inter-
national Organizations. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise in strong support of H. 

Res. 1055, offered by my good friend and 
colleague, DAN DONOVAN. This is an im-
portant piece of legislation. It under-
scores the unfinished business towards 
Liberia. 

Liberia is one of our best friends and 
allies, historically to the present day, 
for very many reasons, including the 
fact that freed men and women and 
former slaves from this country went 
back and helped to make Liberia what 
it is today. 

Unfortunately, they have had people 
like Charles Taylor, a despotic leader 
who killed and maimed and enabled 
gross rape. He, personally, has been 
held to account by the Court for Sierra 
Leone. 

We all know that David Crane, chief 
prosecutor, who has testified before my 
subcommittee on several occasions, did 
a wonderful job in bringing large num-
bers of people to justice. Charles Tay-
lor, for example, got 50 years. I will 
never forget that infamous photo of 
Taylor looking down at the floor, never 
thinking that he would get a 50-year 
jail term for his crimes. 

But there are many others who never 
got prosecuted. The Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission made serious 
recommendations that have not been 
implemented, including establishment 
of a criminal tribunal for Liberia. 

The time has come. DAN DONOVAN’s 
bill puts the House clearly on record in 
saying we think this needs to be done, 
and it needs to be done now. I thank 
him for his leadership. On the sub-
committee, he has been a great voice of 
reason and strength, as well as for 
human rights, particularly for those in 
Liberia. Last September, he chaired 
one of our hearings on Liberia, and I 
thought he did a masterful job, and I 
want to thank him for that leadership. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an important bi-
partisan bill. I urge its passage. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I am pre-
pared to close. I yield myself the bal-
ance of my time. 

I again want to thank Mr. DONOVAN 
and Chairman ROYCE for their work on 
this effort. We want to ensure that the 
U.S. continues to enjoy its centuries- 
long relationship with Liberia. 

The measure puts the United States 
on record again, once again, encour-
aging Liberia in the right direction to-
ward democratic stability and account-
ability. So I urge all Members to sup-
port this resolution, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, I thank my 
colleagues. I thank Representatives 
DAN DONOVAN and HANK JOHNSON for 
their work on this legislation, as well 
as CHRIS SMITH, ELIOT ENGEL, and 
KAREN BASS for their support. 

The U.S. stands by the Liberian peo-
ple, those living in Liberia, and the di-
aspora in their continued efforts for a 
more prosperous and a more demo-
cratic Liberia. 

Reconciliation from the atrocities of 
the past is an important step in this 

process and will ensure peace, and it 
will ensure that the stability remains. 
The U.S. must continue to support 
civil society, rule of law, and good gov-
ernance to strengthen democratic in-
stitutions. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
important measure, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise in support of H. Res. 1055, legislation af-
firming the United States’ strong relationship 
with Liberia. 

Liberia gives us hope that if we are willing 
to face truth of our past there can be hope for 
unity after devastating divisions. It takes cour-
age to honestly face your history and find 
ways to move forward as a country. We must 
commit to supporting and encouraging this 
burgeoning democracy. 

It has been an honor to work with my col-
league Rep. DONOVAN. I am encouraged by 
his commitment to this cause. I am pleased to 
stand before you today to voice my unwaver-
ing support for H. Res. 1055 and ask for yours 
as well. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and agree to the resolution, H. 
Res. 1055. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

AFFIRMING UNITED STATES-AUS-
TRALIA COOPERATION ON SPACE 
RESEARCH, EXPLORATION, AND 
UTILIZATION 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 1052) 
affirming United States-Australia co-
operation on space research, explo-
ration, and utilization. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1052 

Whereas the United States of America and 
the Commonwealth of Australia are treaty 
allies; 

Whereas United States and Australia de-
fense cooperation extends back 100 years, to 
the Battle of Hamel in World War I; 

Whereas the Australia, New Zealand, 
United States Security Treaty, also referred 
to as the ANZUS Treaty, has formed the 
framework of the United States-Australia al-
liance since 1951; 

Whereas the Australia-United States Min-
isterial Consultation, also referred to as 
AUSMIN, has contributed to a deeper part-
nership between the two nations; 

Whereas the National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) notes that, 
‘‘The United States and Australia have been 
cooperating in civil space for more than 50 
years’’; 

Whereas the United States Apollo missions 
and subsequent space science and explo-
ration conducted by the United States bene-
fitted greatly from the partnership with our 
Australian allies; 
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