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Are we so shortsighted that we can-
not accommodate dialogue, exchange
ideas, and show some deference and re-
spect to one another and rebuild our
Nation?

It is time for the American people to
embrace what is right about our won-
derful country, not what is wrong with
it. Let us heed Washington’s warnings
and get to work.

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

———

GEORGE WASHINGTON

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. CHE-
NEY). Under the Speaker’s announced
policy of January 3, 2017, the Chair rec-
ognizes the gentleman from Texas (Mr.
GOHMERT) for 30 minutes.

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, I
appreciated so much hearing the fan-
tastic presentation about George Wash-
ington. It was interesting in the last
several months to hear a presentation
by a biographer of Benjamin Franklin
over at the Library of Congress.

He was asked: Do you see anybody in
America today, in politics, that re-
minds you of Benjamin Franklin?

He said:

Well, I see, basically, a lot of different peo-
ple with different parts of Franklin. He was
brilliant, genius, funny, and clever.

But it is not like he was George Wash-
ington. There was only one of those.

We heard from the director of the So-
ciety of the Cincinnati, which has been
around since the Revolution and is
dedicated to the study of the Revolu-
tion. It is particularly named for the
Roman General Cincinnatus who had
come from the farm, won a great cam-
paign, and went back to the farm.

George Washington, it is very clear,
could have been emperor or czar, what-
ever title he wanted. There were at
least a couple efforts to have a mili-
tary coup when the government was
falling apart.

Washington replied to one effort.
They told him he didn’t even have to
participate in the coup. They would
even agree, when he didn’t want to
serve or passed away, that they would
honor whomever he chose as his subor-
dinate. Basically, his response was: If
you have any regard for me or this Na-
tion, you will never mention such a no-
tion to anyone again.

What an incredible man George
Washington was. He was a man of
honor and a man of integrity. His word
was his bond.

That is why, for example, when he
found out about Benedict Arnold, a
man who was really the hero of the
Battle of Saratoga—it wasn’t General
Gates; it was really Benedict Arnold—
he couldn’t believe it. It just crushed
him to his soul that this great leader,
Benedict Arnold, had turned on him
and was ready to surrender him to the
enemy. He just couldn’t believe, as
such an incredible person of honor,
that somebody he trusted would be
such a traitor.

We had a service in what was the
largest Christian church in Washington
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for 60 or so years. That happened to be
the old House Chamber down the hall.
We had that last night led by Pastor
Dan Cummins; his wife, JoAnne; and
an incredible singer, Steve Amerson.

I told people about the story of Isaac
Potts. The big Potts family had land in
Pennsylvania where Washington
wintered his Army at Valley Forge.
That was mainly on Potts land. Isaac
Potts himself was a Quaker. He didn’t
believe Christians should ever fight.

He was out in the woods. A painting
that depicted that scene was painted
by Friberg. I am advised that there had
been more prints made of that painting
than any other American painting in
history. It was Washington down on
one knee beside his big, gray horse. He
was praying to God.

He had made mistakes as Commander
of the United States, the Revolution.
Potts heard him pray. He prayed out
loud. In the painting he is seen with
eyes closed basically looking down. My
understanding is normally he looked
up and spoke out in prayer.

Alexander Hamilton found him on his
knees praying in his tent many times
early in the morning when he had to
interrupt him for something impor-
tant.

But there he was, out in the snow.
Potts listened to him. When Wash-
ington got on his big, gray horse and
rode back into Valley Forge, Potts hur-
ried home.

First, he told his wife and told oth-
ers. This was something that was
passed from Potts and his wife. They
told it, and they retold it.

It had an incredible impact on this
strong, Christian Quaker, because he
was totally against the Revolution. He
thought it was a disastrous mistake.
He felt like no one who was a Christian
could participate in a revolution, in
any kind of military operation.

But there was fake news back in
those days, too. There was a biographer
in the early 1800s who was trying to
disprove that George Washington was a
man of faith, a Christian.

Peter Lillback in his big, wonderful
book regarding George Washington
takes on all of that fake news back in
the day. That includes the early biog-
rapher’s account that everyone had
heard the story about Isaac Potts. But
he said that, in essence, he had talked
to witnesses or people who thought it
actually may not have ever happened.

Kind of like news today, you don’t
talk to the people who were actual wit-
nesses. You talk to people who don’t
know firsthand anything. All they
know is hearsay, and they just happen
to support your particular position.

By the way, ‘‘George Washington’s
Sacred Fire” is the name of Peter
Lillback’s book.

That night, Potts came back. We
know what was said because it was re-
peated over and over again by Isaac
Potts and by his wife. His grand-
daughter reduced it to writing. He said
that Washington prayed out loud, and
in his prayer, and this is quoting, ‘“He
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utterly disclaimed all ability of his
own for this arduous conflict.”

We are talking about George Wash-
ington, 6 foot 4, even though Chernow’s
book said he was a little shorter than 6
foot 2. That was one of the numerous
mistakes in Chernow’s book. There is
no question at all. It is indisputable
that when Washington in 1799 was flat
on a slab, he was 6 foot 3%.

But, in any event, this big, athletic,
courageous man of faith, according to
Potts, “wept at the thought of that ir-
retrievable ruin which his mistakes
might bring on his country.” Potts
said: ‘“‘And with the patriot’s pathos
spreading the interests of unborn mil-
lions before the eye of HEternal Mercy,
he implored the aid of that arm which
guides the starry host.”

Now, that is an incredible human
being. His biographers, as the director
of the Society of the Cincinnati had
pointed out, say that there has never
been anybody like him.

When I was on islands south of India
some years back on a trip where we
had gone to check on our Special
Forces, I had a leader there tell me:

We are a new democracy, and we are al-
ways hearing about a potential military
coup to overthrow our elected government.

He paused. He looked at me, and he
said:

We never had a George Washington to set
the proper example here, so we are always
worried about a coup.

He was an incredible man.

Potts said: ‘I have seen this day
what I shall never forget. Till now, I
have thought that a Christian and a
soldier were characters incompatible;
but if George Washington be not a man
of God, I am mistaken, and still more
shall I be disappointed if God do not
through him perform some great thing
for this country.”

So Isaac Potts was talking about a
man known since 1755 in the French
and Indian War for his relentless cour-
age, his leadership, and his faith. As he
said of a battle of the French and In-
dian War:

That night when I took off my coat, I had
bullet holes through and through my coat,
but I had not a scratch on me. I took off my
hat, and it had bullet holes through it.

But he shook out his hair. Fragments
flew everywhere.

He said: Truly, I was protected by di-
vine providence.

And he truly was.

Indians referred to him from that
battle as the man God would not let
die.

He was such a man of honor and in-
tegrity that set this country on a path
to freedom and into being a light on
the hilltop.

As a former President of the Czech
Republic told me last night here, he
said: America has always been seen,
even when we disagreed with it, as that
light on the hilltop. It was a beacon. It
was showing the way for truth.

He said: You don’t have that light on
the hill here anymore.

We can get it back. But Washington,
of course, in his ‘‘Farewell Address”
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warned about the dangers of political
parties. He encouraged us not to use
them and not to have them. But we
have.
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As I think about things that I was
told by Africans in West Africa, what
the former President of the Czech Re-
public said last night, and so many
comments in so many parts of the
world about even when they disagreed
with this, they knew America wanted
to do what was right. They wanted to
create fairness in the world. Yet, they
provided hope for people around the
world, like Natan Sharansky talked
about in the Soviet Gulag when he
heard the courageous comments of
President Reagan.

But when political parties, political
operatives have more of the character-
istics of the former hero of the Battle
of Saratoga when he became a traitor,
more desirous of their own political
gain, their own personal gain, their
own political power, than just doing
what is right, this country as we have
known it as a light on the hill, as so
many countries around the world have
known us for so long, it won’t be there.

I deeply regret when I hear how some
of our children have been educated, and
you talk to some young people who
think that socialism is a better way to
go. They have never been taught that
socialism, though it sounds lovely, has
never worked.

The only way you can have a social-
ist country is if the government has all
the power; the individual has no rights
against the government; and the gov-
ernment takes all, provides all, has
complete discretion in what it thinks
is fair and what is not fair. Individual
rights, as we have been afforded in our
Bill of Rights and our Constitution,
have to go, in order to have a socialist
country.

It is heartbreaking to hear even peo-
ple on this House floor talk about how
important it is to move on to being a
progressive—meaning a socialist, com-
munist country—which basically is a
denial of the rights and the limited
power in the Constitution. It is actu-
ally a breach of our oath to our Con-
stitution to be pushing such an idea as
socialism, communism, or progres-
sivism, because you can’t have the
rights under our Bill of Rights and
have socialism, progressivism, com-
munism.

Back around 1960, 1961, Khrushchev
appointed a committee to come up
with a plan of how the Soviet Union
would conveniently move to that nir-
vana type of state where there was no
more government and everyone shared
and shared alike. But he eventually re-
alized you can never have socialism or
communism without a totalitarian
government that does not afford its
citizens rights that Americans have
had in our history.

Victor Davis Hanson has a great arti-
cle from September 25, entitled: ‘“We
Are Living Orwell’s 1984.” It is well
written, well reasoned.
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I said some months back—and was
actually accurately quoted—when I
said the only thing Orwell appears to
have gotten wrong was the date. It
wasn’t 1984. Instead of the eye in our
homes watching for the government,
they do it through our phones; they do
it through our computers. They can do
it through listening devices.

Of course, what did we do on the
House floor yesterday? We voted to
given more power to the Federal Gov-
ernment to get our bank records. With-
out the need of honoring the Fourth
Amendment, honoring the doctrine,
the requirement of probable cause,
without a warrant, the government can
get your bank records.

It won’t be too difficult to do, as if
we needed to add more power to the
Patriot Act at a time when we have
seen how weaponized the Department
of Justice, the FBI, and, to a lesser ex-
tent, some of our intel has been
weaponized.

They need more power to just dis-
regard warrants? Really?

Hanson says:

“Truth, due process, evidence, rights
of the accused: All are swept aside in
pursuit of the progressive agenda.

“George Orwell’s 1949 dystopian
novel ‘Nineteen Eighty-Four’ is no
longer fiction. We are living it right
now.

““Google techies planned to massage
Internet searches to emphasize correct
thinking. A member of the so-called
deep state, in an anonymous op-ed,
brags that its ‘resistance’ is under-
mining an elected President. The FBI,
CIA, DOJ, and NSC were all weaponized
in 2016 to ensure that the proper Presi-
dent would be elected—the choice adju-
dicated by properly progressive ide-
ology. Wearing a wire is now redefined
as simply flipping on an iPhone and re-
cording your boss, boy- or girlfriend, or
coworkers.

“But never has the reality that we
are living in a surreal age been clearer
than during the strange cycles of
Christine Blasey Ford’s accusations
against Supreme Court nominee Brett
Kavanaugh.

“In Orwell’s world of 1984 Oceania,
there is no longer a sense of due proc-
ess, free inquiry, rules of evidence and
cross-examination, much less a pre-
sumption of innocence until proven
guilty. Instead, regimented ideology—
the supremacy of state power to con-
trol all aspects of one’s life to enforce
a fossilized idea of mandated quality—
warps everything from the use of lan-
guage to private life.

‘“Senator DIANNE FEINSTEIN and the
other Democrats on the Senate Judici-
ary Committee had long sought to de-
stroy the Brett Kavanaugh nomina-
tion. Much of their paradoxical furor
over his nomination arises from the
boomeranging of their own past polit-
ical blunders, such as when Democrats
ended the filibuster on judicial nomi-
nations in 2013. They also canonized
the so-called 1992 Biden Rule, which
holds that the Senate should not con-
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sider confirming the Supreme Court
nomination of a lame-duck President

. .in an election year.

“Rejecting Kavanaugh proved a hard
task, given that he had a long record of
judicial opinions and writings—and
there was nothing much in them that
would indicate anything but a sharp
mind, much less any ideological, ra-
cial, or sexual intolerance. His personal
life was impeccable, his family admi-
rable.

‘“Kavanaugh was no combative Rob-
ert Bork, but congenial, and he pa-
tiently answered all the questions
asked of him, despite constant dem-
onstrations and pre-planned street the-
ater interruptions from the Senate gal-
lery and often obnoxious grandstanding
by ‘I am Spartacus’ Democratic Sen-
ators.

‘“So Kavanaugh was going to be con-
firmed unless a bombshell revelation
derailed the vote. And so we got a
bombshell.”

He goes on to talk about what has
happened to Judge Brett Kavanaugh.

He, in part, basically has indicated
today, still showing class and respect,
that he doesn’t doubt the allegations
by Ms. Ford, but it certainly was not
him.

But if you look at her testimony, she
has no hesitation in pulling out what
she claims was an incident 35 years
ago, maybe it was 34, maybe it was 36.
Maybe it was at a home, maybe it
wasn’t.

Yet, she regales us with statements
like she will never forget these details.
Basically, they have haunted her whole
life, even though we had been led to be-
lieve this was some type of repressed
memory that didn’t come out until she
needed marital counseling and she was
trying to save her marriage.

But there was a time in America
when someone who was shown to be a
class person, a true, iconic judge, a
Justice, would have hesitation by any-
one wanting to destroy or assassinate
their character. In America, if you are
going to destroy the reputation of
someone who spent a life building an
excellent reputation as demonstrated
by all those who knew him well, then
you would be reluctant to come for-
ward with a very hazy memory that
had all kinds of holes in it. You would
be reluctant to call names and name
names that you haven’t named for 36
years.

There was a time when character
mattered so much. For someone who
felt an injustice, a terrible thing, had
been done to them, they would care so
deeply and have such sympathy for
others, wanting to avoid the kind of
heartache they say they had experi-
enced, that they would never want to
falsely accuse anyone with a very
faulty memory of something decades
before.

That was back, though, at a time
when America was that light on the
hill that other national statesmen
from other countries had seen the
United States as being. That was a
time when character mattered.
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That was a time when people felt
that our Founders had the right idea.
We are not going to be like England
and say you are guilty until you can
prove yourself innocent. We were not
going to take up such Orwellian stand-
ards.

Under the Founders’ principles, they
felt it would be better to let somebody
guilty go free than to imprison an in-
nocent person.

But things have changed. I think the
light on the hill is still there. It is
flickering. It may go out soon. But God
has given us a chance to rekindle the
fire.

It won’t be rekindled, and it will be
snuffed out for good if people in this
building continue to put partisan poli-
tics ahead of truth, honor, justice, and
decency.
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So what happens from here is up to
us. Those of us who are elected to serve
in this government, we can follow the
track that has been laid in recent days,
or we can say we are going to get back
to where character matters, people are
innocent until proven guilty, and we
don’t assassinate characters simply be-
cause we disagree with them politi-
cally, so any allegation we make, as
Ted Kennedy once did of Robert Bork,
as Harry Reid did of Mitt Romney—it
is okay to lie about people if you are
able to prevent them from serving hon-
orably in government.

We are at a crossroads, and I hope
and pray—as Robert Frost was able to
say—we can say someday, ‘‘. . . and I
took the road less traveled by. And
that has made all the difference.”

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

———

ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED

Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled bills
of the House of the following titles,
which were thereupon signed by the
Speaker:

H.R. 46. An act to authorize the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a special resource
study of Fort Ontario in the State of New
York.

H.R. 1551. An act to modernize copyright
law, and for other purposes.

H.R. 2259. An act to amend the Peace Corps
Act to expand services and benefits for vol-
unteers, and for other purposes.

H.R. 4958. An act to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2018, the rates of compensation
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses.

———

ADJOURNMENT

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, 1
move that the House do now adjourn.

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 6 o’clock and 1 minute p.m.),
the House adjourned until tomorrow,
Friday, September 28, 2018, at 9 a.m.
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:

6362. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Oil and Hazardous
Substances Pollution Contingency Plan; Na-
tional Priorities List: Deletion of the White-
house Oil Pits Superfund Site [EPA-HQ-
SFUND-1983-0002; FRIL.-9984-02-Region 4] re-
ceived September 20, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

6363. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; West
Virginia; Regional Haze Plan and Visibility
Requirements for the 2010 Sulfur Dioxide and
the 2012 Fine Particulate Matter Standards
[EPA-R03-OAR-2018-0217; EPA-R03-OAR-2014-
0299; EPA-R03-OAR-2016-0373; FR1L-9984-30-Re-
gion 3] received September 20, 2018, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 2561; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

6364. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s withdrawal of direct final rule — Re-
moval of EPA Mentor Protege Program
[EPA-HQ-OARM-2018-0165; FRIL-9984-39-
OARM] received September 20, 2018, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

6365. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Wyo-
ming; Incorporation by Reference Updates
[EPA-R08-OAR-2018-0389; FRIL-9983-50-Region
8] received September 20, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

6366. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Beauveria bassiana strain
PPRI 5339; Exemption from the Requirement
of a Tolerance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2016-0608; FRL-
9983-67] received September 20, 2018, pursuant
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121,
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on
Energy and Commerce.

6367. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Oil and Hazardous
Substances Pollution Contingency Plan; Na-
tional Priorities List: Deletion of the Dorney
Road Landfill Superfund Site [EPA-HQ-
SFUND-2005-0011; FRIL-9984-24-Region 3] re-
ceived September 20, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

6368. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — National Oil and Hazardous
Substances Pollution Contingency Plan; Na-
tional Priorities List: Deletion of the Union
Chemical Co., Inc. Superfund Site [EPA-HQ-
SFUND-1989-0011; FRIL-9983-87-Region 1] re-
ceived September 20, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.
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6369. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Quality State Imple-
mentation Plans; Approvals and Promulga-
tions: Infrastructure Monitoring Require-
ments for the 2008 Pb, 2010 SO2, 2010 NO2 and
2012 PM2.5 National Ambient Air Quality
Standards; Utah [EPA-R08-OAR-2018-0388-
0001; FRIL-9983-73-Region 8] received Sep-
tember 20, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

6370. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; TN: Re-
visions to New Source Review [EPA-R04-
OAR-2017-0050; FRIL-9984-10-Region 4] re-
ceived September 20, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

6371. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation
of Implementation Plans; Arkansas; Inter-
state Transport Requirements for the 2012
PM2.5 NAAQS and Definition Update [EPA-
R06-OAR-2017-0435; FRL-9983-35-Region 6] re-
ceived September 20, 2018, pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec.
261; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce.

6372. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval of Missouri Air
Quality Implementation Plans; Redesigna-
tion of the Missouri Portion of the St. Louis-
St. Charles-Farmington, MO-IL 2008 Ozone
Area to Attainment [EPA-R07-OAR-2017-0349;
FRI1.-9983-68-Region 7] received September 20,
2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public
Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the
Committee on Energy and Commerce.

6373. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Idaho;
Interstate Transport Requirements for the
2012 PM2.5 NAAQS [EPA-R10-OAR-2018-0509;
FRL-9984-29-Region 10] received September
20, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A);
Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to
the Committee on Energy and Commerce.

6374. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; Mis-
souri; Regional Haze Plan and Prong 4 (Visi-
bility) for the 2012 PM2.5, 2010 NO2, 2010 SO2,
and 2008 Ozone NAAQS [EPA-R07-OAR-2018-
0211; FRL-9984-22-Region 7] received Sep-
tember 20, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce.

6375. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; North
Carolina; Inspection and Maintenance Pro-
gram [EPA-R04-OAR-2018-0020; FRIL.-9984-23-
Region 4] received September 20, 2018, pursu-
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-
121, Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee
on Energy and Commerce.

6376. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Air Plan Approval; SC and
TN; Regional Haze Plans and Prong 4 (Visi-
bility) for the 2012 PM2.5, 2010 NO2, 2010 SO2,
and 2008 Ozone NAAQS [EPA-R04-OAR-2018-
0073; EPA-R04-OAR-2018-0187; FR1-9984-20-Re-
gion 4] received September 20, 2018, pursuant
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