H9100

are characterized by half-truths and at-
tributed motives that are far beneath
them. Uphold them at such times, with
personal integrity and compassion for
those most in need.

Having called them to serve others to
the best of their ability, lift them even
higher by Your grace and power to live
and work for Your greater honor and
glory, both now and forever.

Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Nevada (Mr. KIHUEN) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. KIHUEN led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1l-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

——————

ACKNOWLEDGE JERUSALEM AS
TRUE CAPITAL OF ISRAEL

(Mr. ROKITA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROKITA. Mr. Speaker, recently,
our friends in the Jewish community
celebrated their holiest days. During
these times, I know they have taken
note of America’s strong support for
Israel.

Our two countries are tied by com-
mon values and joint interests as we
share commitments to freedom and de-
mocracy, societal pillars in short sup-
ply in Israel’s immediate neighbor-
hood. The history of the Jewish people
is one of faith, one of honor, but, most
importantly, survival.

This week, President Trump reiter-
ated our Nation’s strong support for
Israel in his address to the United Na-
tions General Assembly. He told the
world that the United States will not
stay silent against threats to Israel
and made it clear that moving the
American Embassy was a sign of peace.

I am calling on the rest of the world
leaders to acknowledge Jerusalem as
the true capital of Israel and to protect
God’s chosen people at their time of
peril. It is time we all stand in soli-
darity for the Israeli nation.
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GREAT LAKES RESTORATION
INITIATIVE

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, since 2010, Congress has in-
vested $2.5 billion to fund the Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative, a pro-
gram that has protected and restored
the largest source of fresh water in the
world.

A new study coordinated by the
Great Lakes Commission and con-
ducted by the University of Michigan
has shown restoring our waterways is
also restoring economic opportunity in
the once struggling Great Lakes re-
gion. Every Federal dollar invested is
producing three to four times that
amount in regional economic growth
and activity.

Thirty years ago, the Buffalo River
was declared biologically dead and eco-
logically destroyed because of indus-
trial dumping of toxic waste directly
into the river. In Buffalo and western
New York, Great Lakes Restoration
Initiative investments in and around
the Great Lakes and the Buffalo River
have led to more than $100 million in
private sector investments along the
water’s edge, new residential demand,
increased tourism, and a waterfront re-
birth.

Time and again, I have stood on this
floor and fought to maintain the Great
Lakes restoration funding, and this is
why: the investments made are bring-
ing our waterways and our cities back
to life.

———

HAYS COUNTY HONOR FLIGHT

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, today,
I would like to take a moment to rec-
ognize a special group of veterans from
Hays County in the 25th District of
Texas that will all board an Honor
Flight to our Nation’s Capital today.

For those who don’t know, the pur-
pose of an Honor Flight is to transport
American veterans to Washington,
D.C., to visit the memorials dedicated
to honor their service and their sac-
rifices.

On this particular flight, we will
have 6 World War II veterans, 18 Ko-
rean war veterans, and 17 Vietnam war
veterans from central Texas. The flight
is named in honor of Bill Kolbe, who
was a World War II veteran who served
in the Army Air Corps.

As the representative of the veterans
on this Honor Flight, I would like to
take this opportunity to simply say we
thank them, and we love them. We
thank them for so selflessly serving
this great Nation and for being the he-
roes we so desperately need today.

Being able to serve these warfighters
in Congress is one of my greatest hon-
ors, and I will continue to do every-
thing I can to support our veterans in
Hays County and around the Nation.
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God bless our veterans, and God bless
the United States of America.

HONORING LIFE OF LORETTA
McKINNEY HARPER

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today, I
rise to recognize the life of my friend,
Loretta McKinney Harper.

Ms. Harper was a high school coun-
selor at Desert Pines High School,
where she counseled thousands of stu-
dents over her 17 years there. But Ms.
Harper was more than just a counselor.
She was a friend, a mentor to her stu-
dents, and an inspirational community
leader.

Ms. Harper cared deeply for her stu-
dents and auctioned off personal
memorabilia to assist her undocu-
mented students with their DACA fil-
ing fees.

Ms. Harper attended Know Your
Rights training sessions so she could
stand up for them when they were un-
able to do so for themselves.

Ms. Harper instilled in her students a
sense of civic duty and bragged about
her students who registered to vote as
soon as they became eligible to do so.

Ms. Harper was a true patriot who
loved our democratic process. During
elections, Loretta devoted countless
hours to voting registration, volun-
teering on campaigns, and getting out
the vote. Her energy inspired others.

Sadly, on September 18, 2018, Ms. Lo-
retta Harper passed away.

Today, I stand here to honor Loretta
as a shining star of community service.
Ms. Harper was driven by her love of
her community and a burning desire to
make it better.

Mr. Speaker, as I reflect on her con-
tributions to our community over so
many years, I can attest that she left
her community in a better place. I will
miss my friend.

———
HONORING EVAN HANSEN

(Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of
Evan Hansen, a senior at Wabash Col-
lege who ended his life on September
10.

Evan epitomized compassion, char-
ity, and loving his neighbor. He was
the kind of young man who made cus-
tomers feel special when he greeted
them personally while working at Joe’s
Butcher store in Carmel.

His parents, Chuck and Mary, have
been overwhelmed by the outpouring of
love they have received from friends at
home and from overseas. He had stud-
ied abroad, making lasting friendships
from people all around the world.

Evan was admired by his teammates
as the captain of the Wabash football
team. While he was tough as nails on
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the football field, he was truly as car-
ing as Mother Teresa off the field. He
organized the summer lunch program
for children in need at his church, Our
Lady of Mount Carmel. He was always
ready to lend a hand to someone in
need or offer his smile to friends and
strangers. He planned on attending
Marian University’s nursing program
next year.

September is National Suicide Pre-
vention Month. It is my hope we can
remove the stigma of mental health
issues so that all of us can help people
like Evan who believe their only way
to finding peace is by making a deci-
sion that can never be undone.

———
LARGE AGRIBUSINESS MERGERS

(Mr. KHANNA asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KHANNA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to
urge support for the Food and Agri-
business Merger Moratorium and Anti-
trust Review Act of 2018. I am proud to
be an original cosponsor of this bill in-
troduced by Representative POCAN and
an original founder of the Congres-
sional Antitrust Caucus.

This bill is good for our farmers. It
would place a short-term moratorium
on the large agribusiness mergers that
we are seeing across our Nation. Fewer
farmers mean fewer choices for con-
sumers and higher prices.

Agricultural consolidation is a huge
problem. Today, the top four beef pack-
ers control 82 percent of the market.
Missouri had 23,000 hog farms in 1985,
but only 2,200 in 2012. Four companies
control 85 percent of soybean proc-
essing. I could go on and on.

We need to temporarily stop these
big mergers, and we need to start look-
ing out for our farmers again. When
the farm bill expires this week, small
family farmers should be first.

——

RECOGNIZING BILL PICKETT

(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Mr. Bill Pickett of
Danville, Illinois, who is celebrating 50
years of reporting the news for Neuhoff
Media.

Having recently graduated from
Danville High School in 1968, Bill be-
came one of the youngest newsmen in
the business at 17 years of age. It
wasn’t very long after he started that
Bill went live with his first story: an
explosion at the grain elevator in
Danville. Bill witnessed the fireball
erupting and the walls of the elevator
slowly crumble into a heap of debris.
All that night, Bill provided live up-
dates on the disaster. As the fire sub-
sided, it became apparent to Bill that
he had found his calling.

Over the past half century, Bill has
gone from answering phones to being
the news director for several news out-
lets. His duties require him to act as
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investigative reporter, news gatherer,
copy editor, and broadcaster.

Mr. Speaker, many voices have been
raised in recognition of Bill’s remark-
able career, and I am pleased to be able
to add my own to the chorus. I wish
Bill and Neuhoff Media all the best in
the future as we celebrate Mr. Bill
Pickett’s 50 years in radio.

——————

RECOGNIZING LES JOHNSON

(Mr. BACON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACON. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Les Johnson, who
served as the police chief of the town of
Bennington in my district from 2004
until his untimely death this past Au-
gust at the age of 51. He died from head
injuries related to an off-duty incident.

People who knew Chief Les Johnson
said he had a steady hand and was a big
man with a big heart, and that he was
an extremely kind and thoughtful per-
son. Former Mayor Gordon Mueller re-
called how Johnson worked to bring
upgrades to the police department, in-
cluding finding a good deal on a car, as
the two squad cars were continuously
breaking down. The superintendent of
Bennington schools said Johnson would
help with traffic at the beginning of
the school year.

These are just a couple of stories rep-
resenting his faithful service and work
ethic.

Johnson joined the Bennington Po-
lice Department as a part-time officer
in 1992. While it is a small department,
a big man with a big heart led it.

Chief Johnson is survived by his wife,
Alice Ann of Waterloo, and daughters,
Paxton and Hannah. We send them our
prayers and thoughts. We will miss
Chief Johnson.

———

REAUTHORIZATION OF THE FED-
ERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRA-
TION PROGRAMS

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to applaud
the passage of H.R. 302, the Federal
Aviation Administration Reauthoriza-
tion Act of 2018.

This bipartisan legislation includes a
b-year reauthorization of FAA pro-
grams that promote safety and Amer-
ican leadership in aviation. It also
strengthens consumer voices and in-
vests in our airport infrastructure.

Importantly, the Essential Air Serv-
ice program was reauthorized for an
additional 5 years through fiscal year
2023.

This program is vital for rural Amer-
ica. It ensures taxpayers in small, rural
communities are connected to the na-
tional transportation system. This pro-
gram provides links to hub airports at
more than 170 locations in 36 States
and territories, including three in my
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congressional district, which would
otherwise lack commercial air service.

Reliable transportation plays a key
role in growing jobs all over the coun-
try, and rural America should be no ex-
ception.

Additionally, this bill includes im-
portant reforms to the Federal Con-
tract Tower Program, which has a
proven record of enhancing aviation
safety and provides significant cost
savings to the taxpayers.

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased the House
approved this bill to keep all Ameri-
cans connected to reliable and safe air
transportation.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
BosT) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 27, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 27, 2018, at 11:54 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H.R. 4854.

That the Senate passed S. 3508.

That the Senate passed S. 3509.

Appointment:

Board of Trustees of the Harry S. Truman
Scholarship Foundation.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———
O 12156

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 6756, AMERICAN INNOVA-
TION ACT OF 2018; PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R.
6757, FAMILY SAVINGS ACT OF
2018; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 6760, PROTECTING
FAMILY AND SMALL BUSINESS
TAX CUTS ACT OF 2018, AND
PROVIDING FOR PROCEEDINGS
DURING THE PERIOD FROM OC-
TOBER 1, 2018, THROUGH NOVEM-
BER 12, 2018

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, I
call up House Resolution 1084 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 1084

Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-
lution it shall be in order to consider in the
House the bill (H.R. 6756) to amend the Inter-
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to promote new
business innovation, and for other purposes.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. The amendment in the
nature of a substitute recommended by the
Committee on Ways and Means now printed
in the bill, modified by the amendment
printed in part A of the report of the Com-
mittee on Rules accompanying this resolu-
tion, shall be considered as adopted. The bill,
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