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CONGRESSMAN TIBERI’S
FAREWELL ADDRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. TiBERI) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Speaker, it has
truly been the most remarkable honor
to serve the people of Ohio’s 12th Con-
gressional District in central Ohio.

It all started in 1999, on my parents’
front porch, the house that I grew up
in, in a middle class neighborhood in
Columbus called Forest Park. There, as
the son of Italian immigrants, I
learned how blessed I truly was to be
an American; first in my family to
graduate from high school, to go to
high school, work my way through col-
lege at The Ohio State University.

See, my mom and dad believed that
America was an incredible opportunity.
With hard work and a good education,
you could do anything. With their sac-
rifices and their hard work, I am here
before you today, and for their sac-
rifices, I am forever grateful.

Leaving this Congress was not an
easy decision. The speech that I made
in 1999, on their front porch, still holds
true today, the reason why I ran, to
help those constituents, not only help
them here in Washington, but help
them cut through the red tape, to help
that veteran, to help that widow on So-
cial Security.

But leaving was important for my
family. It was important to support
them, to be with them more. My col-
leagues understand that. The sacrifices
that we make, they make more. We put
our names on the ballot, our spouses
don’t, our children don’t.

To my colleagues, thank you for your
friendship, your mentorship, and, cer-
tainly, your wisdom over the years. I
will miss you.

To my supporters, who spent count-
less hours knocking on doors, putting
up signs, going on bus tours, I couldn’t
have done it without you. Thank you.

To my team, both back in Ohio and
here in D.C., both past and present,
thank you for helping me serve and
succeed for the people of Ohio’s 12th
District.

The late, great Woody Hayes said:
“You win with people.” You are my
people, and we have won together so
many battles. I could not have done
this without you. Forever Team Tiberi
you all will be.

Most importantly, for my wife,
Denice; our four daughters, Angelina,
Cristina, Daniela, and Gabriela, thank
you for all your support over the years.
I will look forward to seeing you much
more.

Finally, to the constituents of the
12th Congressional District, what an
honor, a humbling honor, to serve you
for the last 17 years. For a kid who
grew up in Columbus, Ohio, in a middle
class family, it has truly been an amaz-
ing journey. This speech is not good-
bye; this speech is see you soon around
the corner.
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And to that, I wish you all the best
here in the United States Congress.
God bless you, and God bless America.

———

SHIELD OUR DREAMERS FROM
DEPORTATION

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
we will all certainly miss the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. TIBERI). He is a
wonderful Member, and we have en-
joyed his service to our country.

Mr. Speaker, last night, a U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge ordered the adminis-
tration to continue accepting renewal
applications for DACA recipients. Al-
though this is welcome news, this
should not undercut the urgency for us
here in Congress to pass a permanent
legislative solution to shield our
DREAMers from deportation.

This week, I, again, had the great
honor of meeting another great group
of bright and hardworking young im-
migrants from my district whose
DACA permits will expire in the com-
ing weeks and the coming months. De-
spite their circumstances, despite liv-
ing in fear and uncertainty about what
their future holds, each one of these in-
dividuals has demonstrated great re-
solve and perseverance to continue the
fight.

They visit Members of Congress, they
share their unique stories, they provide
the facts about their contributions in
our communities, and they implore us
to give them the opportunity to stay in
what they consider to be their home,
the United States.

Our DREAMers have suffered long
enough, Mr. Speaker, and it is time
that we act and take this issue to the
finish line. Human lives are, indeed, at
stake. Our DREAMers can’t live from
court decision to court decision.

As Congress has returned this week
to begin our second session, I am here,
once again, to urge us all to bring to
the floor a legislative solution to give
our DREAMers the opportunity to
work here, to study here in this great
country that they know as home. I am
confident that we have the votes, Re-
publicans and Democrats, for the
House and the Senate to pass this per-
manent legislative fix. We can, and we
must, make this happen now. Let us
not wait any longer.

CELEBRATING THE GROUNDBREAKING FOR THE
ST. THOMAS UNIVERSITY GUS MACHADO
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1

rise today to congratulate St. Thomas
University as it breaks ground on Jan-
uary 24 on the new home for the Gus
Machado School of Business. This new
facility will empower St. Thomas Uni-
versity to continue its decades-long
commitment to providing an excellent,
yet affordable, business education to
students in south Florida.

The new business school complex will
include a state-of-the-art trading room,
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cybersecurity center, an entrepreneur-
ship and innovation hub, and many
other more exciting spaces. It will also
empower the business school to offer 48
undergraduate and graduate degrees.

Most importantly, with its expanded
classrooms and robust technology in-
frastructure, this new facility will keep
St. Thomas at the forefront of business
education and will enable the univer-
sity to continue preparing new genera-
tions of south Florida business leaders.

I thank Gus Machado for his gen-
erous gift and every member of the St.
Thomas family who has worked so hard
to make this dream a reality.
RECOGNIZING THE LEGACY OF PARKER THOMSON

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today in recognition of Parker
Thomson, a renowned attorney and
civic leader from Miami who recently
passed at the age of 85. Mr. Thomson
was known for his work defending the
First Amendment during his time with
his law firm, Paul & Thomson.

Parker was a leader in advocating for
our south Florida environment, in-
volved in cases to protect the Ever-
glades and our pristine beaches.

As the founding chair of the Miami-
Dade Performing Arts Center Trust,
Mr. Thomson helped lead the charge
for the creation of the state-of-the-art
Adrienne Arsht Center for the Per-
forming Arts. Parker’s commitment to
his community was also visible
through his advocacy for The Under-
line project to renovate public spaces
in Miami, which is led by his daughter,
another pillar of our community, new
generation, Meg Daly.

Mr. Thomson represented the spirit
of hard work and served as a mentor to
coworkers and friends. Parker Thom-
son has left a legacy of service to his
community, one that future genera-
tions should seek to emulate.

———

NATIONAL LAW ENFORCEMENT
APPRECIATION DAY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Illinois (Mr. BosT) for 5 minutes.

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, this week,
we celebrate National Law Enforce-
ment Appreciation Day. Law enforce-
ment officers answer the call to public
service. They enter into situations that
put their lives on the line. When the
natural human response to danger is to
run away, these brave men and women
run toward it, and they do this to pro-
tect their communities.

Our law enforcement officers occupy
that thin blue line between good and
evil. They stand between us and those
who wish to do us harm and harm to
our families.

To the 780,000 police officers across
this country who put on the badge
every day, thank you, and God bless.

CONGRATULATING HELEN HAWKINS

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I also rise
today to congratulate Helen Hawkins
of Edwardsville, Illinois, for being in-
ducted into the Senior Illinoisans Hall
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of Fame. The recognition commemo-
rates the achievements and contribu-
tions of citizens age 65 and older. In-
ductees are selected through a state-
wide nomination and judging process.
The program distinguishes individuals
in the areas of community service, edu-
cation, the work force, and the arts.

Helen is a true public servant who
has devoted many years to serving the
residents of Madison County and
Nameoki Township. Her no-nonsense
style may have ruffled some feathers
throughout the years, but she has
never been afraid to fight for her con-
stituents.

Helen, thank you for your public
service.

HONORING BOB BUTLER

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I also rise
today to honor the longest serving
mayor in the State of Illinois, Bob But-
ler, who is a very good friend of Mar-
ion. Now, he is a very good friend, but,
whenever he first took office, he didn’t
know me well because I was only 2%
years old. He was first elected in April
of 1963, and Bob is retiring this month
after 55 years of service.

Bob has always been a straight
shooter and a good public servant. His
progrowth agenda has helped turn Mar-
ion into a regional powerhouse along I-
57 in the State of Illinois. In fact, the
industrial park in Marion is named
after him, and Bob fondly refers to the
city of Marion as the hub of the uni-
verse. He represents the dedication to
public service that should serve as an
inspiration to all of us.

Mayor Bob Butler, we honor you, and
wish you a happy and well-deserved re-
tirement.

RECOGNIZING SAM AND EVA JONES

Mr. BOST. Mr. Speaker, I also rise
today to recognize Sam and Eva Jones
of Marion, Illinois. This remarkable
couple was first married on September
27, 1936. Now, if you think about that,
that was 80 years ago.

Sam worked for Central Illinois
Power Service until he retired in 1978.
Eva worked at Norge in Herrin and
later as a cook for Washington Elemen-
tary School. Pillars of the community,
they were longtime members of First
Baptist Church in Marion and the
Williamson County Farm Bureau. In
1993, their farm was honored as Family
Farm of the Year by the Farm Bureau.

Sadly, Eva passed last month, at the
age of 101. My prayers are with Sam
and the entire Jones family. Thank
you for making southern Illinois a
wonderful place to live. God bless you.

PUERTO RICO’S SHADOW
DELEGATION TO CONGRESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Puerto Rico (Miss GONZALEZ-COLON) for
5 minutes. . .

Miss GONZALEZ-COLON of Puerto
Rico. Mr. Speaker, today, after almost
120 years under the American flag,
Puerto Rico remains as a colony of the
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United States, or under the Territorial
Clause, to use the constitutional term.

Our residents are subject to a second
class citizenship. For all these years,
the Federal Government has denied
equal rights to all Puerto Ricans who
have, in war and peace, made countless
contributions to our Nation; who have
bravely fought in every conflict since
the Great War, defending our demo-
cratic values, yet they are being denied
the right to vote for their Commander-
in-Chief and have full representation in
this Congress.

A large number of them have made
the ultimate sacrifice, and when they
do, their casket is flown back, covered
in an American flag with 50 stars, and
without the one representing them.

Puerto Rico has experienced long-
standing inequities under Federal laws,
which now the whole world has been
able to witness firsthand following the
devastation caused by Hurricane
Maria.
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Before that, hundreds of thousands of
Puerto Ricans have already rejected
this discrimination, choosing, instead,
to buy their equality with a one-way
airline ticket to Florida or simply
changing their State ZIP Code.

Without the equal rights and respon-
sibilities that are only available
through statehood, Puerto Rico will
never truly recover and prosper from
the hurricane effects. That is the rea-
son we demand and deserve statehood
for Puerto Rico now. The islands over-
whelmingly voted for statehood in 2012
by a margin of 61 percent, and in June
of last year, 97 percent of the islands
voted again for statehood.

That is the request that brought me
here. That is what brings, today, the
Governor of Puerto Rico, Ricardo
Rossello, Puerto Rico Senate President
Thomas Rivera Schatz, House Speaker
Johnny Mendez, and all other elected
officials from the island who have
come here to witness today’s historic
introduction of the Puerto Rico shadow
delegation to this Congress. That dele-
gation will demand that the United
States recognize the will of the people
of Puerto Rico to become a State.

This long-awaited action is in accord
with the precedents set forth by the
Tennessee Plan, adopted by the terri-
tories of Tennessee, Michigan, Oregon,
California, Iowa, Kansas, and Alaska,
which followed a similar path to even-
tual admission as States.

It is my honor to introduce this dele-
gation of seven members—three Repub-
licans, three Democrats, one Inde-
pendent, divided into two Senators,
five Members to the House—as we be-
come a State.

Pedro Rossello, former Governor of
Puerto Rico, serves as the chair of the
delegation; Carlos Romero Barcelo to
the senate, former Governor and a
former Member of the house; Luis
Fortuno, former Governor and a former
Member of this House; Zoraida
Fonalledas, Puerto Rico national com-
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mitteewoman and businesswoman;
Charlie Rodriguez, State chairman for
the DNC and former senate president;
Alfonso Aguilar, president of the
Latino Partnership for Conservative
Principles; and Ivan ‘‘Pudge’ Rodri-
guez, a Major League Baseball player
inducted into the Hall of Fame.

Puerto Rico has come to this House
today to claim the American Dream
and to fulfill its destiny, to obtain
equality within the Nation, and to un-
leash our full potential. Statehood will
make Puerto Rico stronger, but we, to-
gether, will make the United States a
more perfect Union.

———

HONORING SERGEANT MAJOR
ROBERT HAWKINS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Minnesota (Mr. WALZ) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WALZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to recognize Sergeant Major Robert
Hawkins of the United States Army for
his extraordinary dedication to duty
and service to our Nation. Sergeant
Major Hawkins will soon transition
from his current assignment as an
Army Congressional Legislative Liai-
son Officer in the House of Representa-
tives to serve in the Office of the As-
sistant Secretary of the Army for Ac-
quisition, Logistics, and Technology.

A native of Alexandria, Virginia, Ser-
geant Major Hawkins began his mili-
tary career as an airborne infantryman
in 1990. He subsequently served in as-
signments to the Republic of Panama;
Fort Mpyers, Florida; Schofield Bar-
racks, Hawaii; Fort Polk, Louisiana;
Fort Bliss, Texas; Fort Campbell, Ken-
tucky; and three times at Fort Bragg,
North Carolina.

Sergeant Major Hawkins has served
in multiple leadership and staff posi-
tions throughout his distinguished ca-
reer. His combat deployments include
one tour in Iraq in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom and three tours of
combat in Afghanistan in support of
Operation Enduring Freedom.

In 2014, Sergeant Major Hawkins was
selected as a fellow in the Army Con-
gressional Fellowship Program. He sub-
sequently served 12 months as a de-
fense legislative fellow in my congres-
sional office, representing the First
Congressional District of Minnesota.

While working on our team, I came
to know Sergeant Major Hawkins as a
shining example of the Army values set
forth in the Noncommissioned Officer’s
Creed. ‘“‘Competence’” is indeed Ser-
geant Major Hawkins’ watchword, and
his commitment to doing what good
NCOs do, accomplishing every mission,
while taking care of his teammates,
was second to none.

For the next 2 years, Sergeant Major
Hawkins served as a Congressional
Legislative Liaison Officer in the
United States Army House Liaison Di-
vision. As the primary link between
House Members, their staff, and the
committees, along with the Army, he
has provided insight and understanding
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