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the world’s strongest and greatest in
the history of the world.

Since 1789, the Constitution has
served as our country’s legal founda-
tion. Its wisdom is timeless, and just as
George Washington called the Con-
stitution the guide he would never
abandon, we should not abandon the
brilliance of our Founders’ intent.

The Constitution establishes the
United States of America as a nation of
laws where the government derives its
limited powers from ‘“We the People,”
the consenting governed. Those words,
I believe, Mr. Speaker, are the most
important words outside our Bible.

Thanks to the foresight of the Con-
stitution’s Framers and their under-
standing of government overreach and
human nature, we have an abiding doc-
ument that checks the power of the
Federal Government and protects the
rights of individual citizens.

What has happened with our govern-
ment, though, is that it has expanded
in such a manner that it flips the Con-
stitution on its head. Let’s take a look
at Articles I through III, which outline
the powers of each branch of govern-
ment.

In this pocket copy of the Constitu-
tion, Article I is eight pages; but it is,
by far, the longest of the articles, de-
tailing the powers of the Congress.

Article II is only three pages, out-
lining the powers of the executive
branch.

Article III is only a half page and es-
tablishes the limited powers of the ju-
dicial branch.

Now, what has happened is that the
relative power of each branch is com-
pletely inverted. The power to write
the law and thereby represent the will
of the people has been diminished by
both the executive and judicial
branches.

The judicial branch seeks to write
the law through its power of interpre-
tation in setting precedent. The judi-
cial branch has become an instrument
for activists to pass agendas that could
not be accomplished by passing laws in
Congress because they lacked the sup-
port of the majority of people in the
country.

Rather than serving as the least pow-
erful branch of government that acts
as a check, the judicial branch has
taken the power delegated to Congress
and become a much more powerful
branch than ever intended.

The executive branch has promul-
gated rules which have the force of law
and have circumvented the lawmaking
process of Article I, thwarting again
the grand design of the Constitution.

These trends must stop and the plan
of the Constitution reasserted. The
Constitution is genius in its brevity, in
its endurance, and in its forethought to
limit and separate the governing pow-
ers established therein. It is an honor
and a sacred duty for me to protect and
uphold the Constitution in rep-
resenting the people of the Fifth Dis-
trict here in this Congress.
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RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois). Pursuant to
clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares
the House in recess until noon today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 46
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200

AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

———

PRAYER

Pastor Rosalinda Rivera, New Life
Outreach Church, Richmond, Virginia,
offered the following prayer:

Dear God, we come before You this
day with grateful hearts for this won-
derful Nation we live in. For our Sen-
ators, our Congressmen and -women,
our President, for their families, bless
them as they sacrificially lead us as a
Nation.

We lift up those today that are im-
prisoned by a lifestyle of addiction,
trapped in the trenches of hopelessness.
Your Word says that if we are in a pit,
You will 1ift us up and put our feet on
a rock.

So we cry out on behalf of our hus-
bands, our wives, our sisters, our broth-
ers, for the young people of America
that are trapped by the pit of opioid
addiction and sex trafficking.

You are the God of hope and healing.
So, in Your name, I declare the chains
of addiction are broken. I declare free-
dom in the hearts of every person
fighting addiction. Through You, our
God, we have the victory.

Thank You for always being faithful.
In the name of Jesus, Amen.

———

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, pursu-
ant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a vote
on agreeing to the Speaker’s approval
of the Journal.

The SPEAKER. The question is on
the Speaker’s approval of the Journal.

The question was taken; and the
Speaker announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it.

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a
quorum is not present and make the
point of order that a quorum is not
present.

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 8,
rule XX, further proceedings on this
question will be postponed.

The point of no quorum is considered
withdrawn.

————
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY)
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come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. KENNEDY led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

WELCOMING PASTOR ROSALINDA
RIVERA

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from Virginia (Mr.
BRAT) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, I am proud
to welcome Pastor Rosalinda Rivera,
and her friends, of Chesterfield County,
Virginia, to the House Chamber today.

As an associate pastor at the New
Life Outreach Church, the church her
parents, Carmen and Victor Torres
founded in 1972, she has helped reach
those who are in search of a better way
of life.

In addition to her role in the church,
she is involved in many other organiza-
tions to serve those in need. Whether it
is helping young people overcome the
challenges of addiction at New Life for
Youth, helping young mothers restore
relationships with their children at
Mercy Mom’s House, or inspiring
groups all over the U.S. with her writ-
ing and ministry, her service has been
one spent devoted to the service of oth-
ers.

She has turned the lives of countless
people around, giving them faith, hope,
and purpose. Her work is a testament
to the Judeo-Christian tradition, which
calls all people to love and care for
others in the same way that God loves
and cares for each of us.

Thank you, Rosalinda, and God bless
you.

————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
PALMER). The Chair will entertain up
to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

HONORING TRIYOUNG ON AMER-
ICAN BUSINESS WOMEN’S DAY

(Mrs. LESKO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mrs. LESKO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize TriYoung, a woman-
owned business in Peoria, Arizona, on
American Business Women’s Day on
September 22.

In August, I visited businesses across
Arizona’s Eighth District to discuss
how reduced Federal regulations, pro-
growth policies, and Republican-led tax
reform have impacted business owners
and employees.

For Julie Young, president of
TriYoung, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
has produced a sizeable savings that
she plans to reinvest back into her em-
ployees.
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TriYoung is a perfect example of how
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act is making a
difference in the lives of business own-
ers and hardworking Americans. I am
honored to represent this woman-
owned business in Congress, and I will
continue to support legislation that al-
lows small businesses like TriYoung to
thrive.

Thank you, Julie, for sharing your
story.

BRETT KAVANAUGH DOES NOT BE-
LONG ON THE HIGHEST COURT
IN OUR LAND

(Mr. KENNEDY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. Speaker, Brett
Kavanaugh does not belong on our
highest court in the land.

Mr. MCCONNELL can withhold all the
documents he wants. Mr. Kavanaugh’s
words betray that silence. His emails
show that he will dismantle Roe v.
Wade. His rulings show that protec-
tions for preexisting conditions are no
longer safe. His words show that mar-
riage equality and LGBTQ rights would
no longer be etched in stone. His si-
lence shows that a President will be
handed a shield against accountability.

To those harmed by his rulings, he
offers not even a handshake. When
pressed, he offers just a lawyerly dodge
and a shield of confidentiality.

But the American people marched for
a woman’s right to choose. They took
to our streets to end gun violence.
They fought for marriage equality.

If you believe that healthcare is a
right for all and not a privilege just for
a few, then we need you to raise your
voices today.

Mr. Kavanaugh should not be on our
court.

————
TARLETON STATE RODEO TEAM

(Mr. WILLIAMS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. WILLIAMS. Mr. Speaker, today I
want to take a moment to recognize
the Tarleton State University Rodeo
Team located in Stephenville, Texas.

Now, if you have never been to a
Texas rodeo, I can promise you, it isn’t
like anything you have ever seen be-
fore. There is nothing quite like it and,
frankly, there is nothing more Texan.

Day in and day out, the young men
and women on the Tarleton State
Rodeo Team are dedicated and give 100
percent, no matter what. In fact, this
summer, because of their hard work,
the men’s team finished second at the
College National Finals Rodeo.

However, this was not an isolated ac-
complishment. The Tarleton Rodeo As-
sociation has been part of a winning
tradition since 1947. They have won
seven national championship titles and
27 individual national championships.

Mr. Speaker, because of all of this,
the Tarleton State Rodeo Team is the
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best in Texas and one of the best in the
Nation.

I am proud to represent these cham-
pions in the 25th Congressional Dis-
trict, and I look forward to watching
them continue to dominate the com-
petition.

In God we trust.

———

RECOGNIZING ARTS IN EDUCATION
WEEK

(Ms. PINGREE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. PINGREE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Arts in Education
Week. I believe strongly that arts in
our schools, whether it is visual art,
music, drama, creative writing, or
dance, are as much of a component of a
well-rounded education as STEM or hu-
manity subjects.

The measurable benefits of a robust
arts education are clear. The U.S. De-
partment of Education has found that
students in arts programming had bet-
ter attendance and fewer disciplinary
issues. But anyone who has experienced
arts education knows that its value
goes well beyond what’s measurable. It
builds confidence, teaching students
how to express themselves in front of
their peers and the larger community.

It promotes diversity and inclusion,
encouraging kids to engage with and
learn from creative traditions that
they may not be familiar with. And it
can start important conversations,
using fun and accessible mediums to
get us thinking about hard topics.

I thank the educators and students in
Maine and across the country who
commit to bringing the power of the
arts into our schools and homes every
day.

———

RECOGNIZING THE TIRELESS
WORK AND DEDICATION OF HAR-
RIET V. CARTER

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the decades of
service of my congressional commu-
nity liaison and my friend, Harriet V.
Carter.

Harriet, a graduate of Tulane Univer-
sity, who participated in study abroad
programs, served as a congressional
aide for many years in my district of-
fice and, during her semi-retirement,
has been a goodwill ambassador to our
community on my behalf.

Harriet Carter is a graduate of Lead-
ership Miami, the Cuban American Na-
tional Council’s Hispanic Leadership
Training Program, and has been active
in the Greater Miami Jewish Federa-
tion, the Jewish Community Relations
Council, and a bevy of groups that help
Floridians.

Harriet’s tireless work in my office
and throughout our community dem-
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onstrates the positive impact that one
person can have. Harriet Carter’s dedi-
cation to the service of others is an in-
spiration, and I am sure that she will
continue to work diligently on behalf
of our South Florida community for
many years to come.

————

WASHINGTON’S RAMPANT
CULTURE OF CORRUPTION

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, the recent
indictments of two GOP House Mem-
bers showcases this rampant culture of
corruption symbolic of a government
of, by, and for special interests and
wealthy donors.

Now, this week, Republicans are try-
ing to rush through their tax scam 2.0,
which explodes the deficit to give more
money to wealthy donors and the rich-
est Americans. Because of the first tax
scam, some of the biggest corporations
are now on track to spend $1 trillion on
dividends and stock buybacks.

Meanwhile, working class constitu-
ents struggle to keep a roof over their
head, pay for healthcare, and put food
on the table for their family.

Democrats want real bipartisan tax
reform that creates jobs, reduces the
deficit, and is for the people, not just
the ultra-rich.

We want to clean up the corruption
and make Washington work for the
people again. This means strength-
ening our ethics laws to fight special
interests. This means fixing our broken
campaign finance system to end the in-
fluence of big-money donors, and this
means empowering voters to demand a
responsive, accountable government,
one that protects the right to vote, se-
cures our election infrastructure, and
ends partisan redistricting.

———

HURRICANE FLORENCE
PREPAREDNESS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, as Hurricane Florence threat-
ens to strike South Carolina, I am
grateful to Governor Henry McMaster,
Adjutant General Bob Livingston, At-
torney General Alan Wilson, as well as
Kim Stenson, Director of the Emer-
gency Management Division, who have
all done a fantastic job of preparing for
the high winds and extraordinary
flooding, while keeping the people of
the State up to date with the encour-
agement of President Donald Trump.

I appreciate that the Governor has
been in close coordination with Presi-
dent Donald Trump and together they
are working to ensure South Caro-
linians have all the resources for the
courageous first responders to respond
to Hurricane Florence, which endan-
gers families.

The projected phenomenal rainfall
will cause unexpected flooding, so we
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