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from a human life standpoint. The sad
truth is that, in trying so hard to make
sure that the hurricane didn’t become
“Trump’s Katrina,” we lost far more
lives. This was a disaster mismanage-
ment, and that lies at the feet of the
President and his administration.

What is offensive to many of us is
that, even though the President
dropped the ball, he is now doing a vic-
tory dance in the end zone—or should
we call it the dead zone.

I pray that his response to the cur-
rent disaster unfolding along the East
Coast will be better and more empa-
thetic. He has a golf club in North
Carolina and a winery in Virginia, so
maybe the American people in those
States will get more of the President’s
help than my fellow Puerto Ricans did.
And I pray the response is more suc-
cessful.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the
President.

RECOGNIZING MIAMI BRIDGE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the Miami
Bridge organization located in my con-
gressional district.

I would also like to highlight my
friend and constituent, Judy Reinach,
also known as the barefoot hostess, for
her tireless efforts on behalf of this or-
ganization for decades.

Founded by Catholic Charities in the
1970s, Miami Bridge has been helping
young people in crisis who have run
away, are truant, homeless, or are hav-
ing issues and problems in their homes.

From its humble beginnings in a city
of Miami motorcycle repair shop un-
derneath the Metrorail Bridge, this in-
credible organization has been a guid-
ing light for our youth throughout
Miami-Dade County who are in need of
assistance and do not know where else
to turn. In fact, its name, Miami
Bridge, is homage to its humble loca-
tion. Today, it has two campuses—one
in Miami and the other one in Home-
stead—that serve our south Florida
community.

Using its efficient intake process,
Miami Bridge successfully matches
young people or family members with
the services that best meet their needs.
Victims of abuse, of neglect, or worse
seek refuge in the comprehensive serv-
ices provided by Miami Bridge in order
to help turn their lives around.

This organization’s professional staff
and its board of directors provide coun-
seling, case management, a formal aca-
demic education program, mental
health services, substance abuse pre-
vention services, youth development
activities, life skills education, recre-
ation, and so much more.

Miami Bridge also offers First Stop
for Families, a crisis intervention serv-
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ice that helps head off conflicts and
links families to resources to help
them open lines of communication,
teach effective parenting skills, reduce
antisocial behaviors, and link families
with any other available resources.

As a former Florida certified teacher,
I applaud its truancy diversion services
because I know that education, staying
in school, is the key to a successful life
and future.

Madam Speaker, the statistics dem-
onstrating the success of this organiza-
tion speak for themselves. Between
2015 and 2016, 890 families were served
by Miami Bridge: 93 percent of youth
served were placed back in their home
or an appropriate placement after leav-
ing the shelter; 85 percent of youth re-
mained in school after completing
their shelter stays.

However, the development of this in-
credible organization has not occurred
in a vacuum. The Key Biscayne Is-
lander News has given Miami Bridge
events substantial coverage, and the
Rotary Club of Key Biscayne has
helped raise funds for programs that
help the neediest young men and
women in our community.

Many south Florida individuals and
businesses have aided and supported
the mission of Miami Bridge over the
past decades.

I congratulate its leadership: CEO
Dorcas Wilcox, CFO Steve Hope, Chief
Operations and Technology Officer
David Sharfman, Chief Administrative
and Compliance Officer Baldwin Davis,
and Chief Program Officer Mary Behr,
in addition to its board members—Mar-
lene Quintana, Alfred Karram, Jr., Jo-
seph Cantrell, Beatriz Martin, Judy

Reinach, Darren Campbell, Todd
Giardina, Jahan S. Islami, Johane
Domersant, Julie Harris Nelson,

Michael Alvarez,
Peggy Fucci, and
Zamek—on their tre-

Mayling Exposito,
Patrick Murphy,
Province ‘‘Boo”’
mendous work.

So Miami Bridge, here is to many
more years of success and services on
behalf of south Florida’s troubled
youth. Thank you for all the work that
you do.

———

55TH  ANNIVERSARY OF 16TH
STREET BAPTIST CHURCH BOMB-
ING

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Alabama (Ms. SEWELL) for 5 minutes.

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Madam
Speaker, I rise today to remember the
55th observance of the bombing of 16th
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham,
Alabama, and to commemorate the
lives and legacy of four precious little
girls—Addie Mae Collins, Denise
McNair, Carole Robertson, and Cynthia
Morris Wesley—who were murdered
during that devastating attack 55 years
ago.

On September 15, 1963, at 10:22 a.m.,
the four Ilittle girls were getting
dressed in the bathroom downstairs in
the church, preparing to sing in the
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church choir. The morning of the
bombing, some 200 church members
were in the building getting ready for
the 11 o’clock service.

When the bomb detonated on the
church’s east side, it caused the inte-
rior walls of the church to cave in and
sent mortar and bricks flying from
across the front of the church. Most of
the parishioners were able to evacuate
the building as it filled with smoke,
but the bodies of four little girls were
found beneath the rubble in the base-
ment restroom.

The bombing was a racially moti-
vated act of terrorism, Madam Speak-
er, orchestrated by four suspected
members of the Ku Klux Klan. As part
of the attack, the men planted 19
sticks of dynamite outside the base-
ment of the church.

Along with the murder of the four
little girls, a dozen other people were
injured, including Sarah Collins Ru-
dolph, the younger sister of Addie Mae
Collins. Sarah had been in the base-
ment with her sister and the other
girls getting ready for church—yes,
getting ready for church service.

The attack would later be described
by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., as one
of the most vicious and tragic crimes
ever perpetrated against humanity.

As the day continued, thousands of
African Americans protested, gath-
ering in scenes across the State. Gov-
ernor Wallace, at the time, soon called
in the police to break up the protests.
Dozens of people were arrested, and
two young Black boys were also killed
that day: Johnnie Robinson, 16, and
Virgil Ware, 13. Robinson was shot by a
police officer, and Ware was Killed by
two White youths within hours of the
bomb detonating.

Following the attack, several people
were suspected, but no one was imme-
diately brought to justice. It wasn’t
until 14 years later, in 1977, when then-
Alabama Attorney General Bob Baxley
reopened the case and the investigation
began to make headway. Eventually,
Klan leader Robert Chambliss was fi-
nally brought to trial and convicted of
the murders.

It would take another 20 years before
the other Klansmen accomplices were
brought to justice. It was then-U.S. At-
torney DouG JONES who brought jus-
tice, leading to the convictions of
Thomas Blanton and Bobby Cherry.

The events that took place in Bir-
mingham, Alabama, on September 15,
1963, became a major catalyst for the
civil rights movement. The loss of four
young girls was not in vain for, you
see, we got the passage of very impor-
tant historic civil rights legislation be-
cause of their sacrifice: the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965.

Today, as we continue to seek justice
and equality for all people, Madam
Speaker, we must appreciate just how
far we have come. Every gain in the
battle for civil rights has come at a
high cost, paid for by those who be-
lieved in a vision and a dream bigger
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than themselves. In order to see re-
sults, we must continue to fight, fur-
ther their legacy and their work each
and every day.

On a personal note, it is never lost on
me that I get to walk the Halls of Con-
gress today because four little Black
girls lost their lives, so they can’t.
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It is humbling and inspiring to know
that my very presence in this institu-
tion was because of the personal sac-
rifice of others. I was honored that my
first bill to pass Congress was to pay
tribute to Addie Mae Collins, to Carole,
to Cynthia, and to Denise post-
humously, when the Congress of the
United States gave a Congressional
Gold Medal in 2013 on the 50th anniver-
sary of their deaths.

I want to thank Pastor Price and the
amazing congregation of 16th Street
Baptist Church in Birmingham, who
tirelessly keep the flame and memory
of this tragic incident alive and pre-
serves this historic church for future
generations.

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the
Seventh Congressional District and the
State of Alabama, I ask my colleagues
to join me in remembering the 55th ob-
servance of the 16th Street Baptist
Church bombing and in honoring the
life and legacy of four little girls,
Addie Mae Collins, Denise McNair, Car-
ole Robertson, and Cynthia Morris
Wesley.

The events 55 years ago shaped the
future of our Nation and continues to
have a lasting impact on our quest for
equal justice and our pursuit for a
more perfect union.

———

RECOGNIZING ABE AND TRISH
HARPSTER AS 2018 ANGELS IN
ADOPTION HONOREES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5
minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize Abe and Trish Harpster of Spruce
Creek, Pennsylvania.

Abe and Trish were recently chosen
as the Congressional Coalition on
Adoption’s 2018 Angels in Adoption
Honorees for their extraordinary con-
tributions to adoption.

I proudly nominated the Harpsters
for this honor because they truly are
generous and selfless individuals.

The Harpsters have successfully
adopted three of their children: Logan,
Riley, and Teagan. Trish works in sales
and Abe runs his family’s dairy farm in
Huntingdon County. Both feel extraor-
dinarily blessed and lucky to be par-
ents of these three great kids.

Having attempted several adoptions,
Abe and Trish like to share their adop-
tion stories and act as a resource for
parents beginning the process. They
are passionate about improving Fed-
eral laws and regulations to ensure
more children are connected with a
permanent, loving family.
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Every year the Harpsters host a fly-
fishing tournament on their family
farm. The money raised from this
event goes directly to the Centre Coun-
ty Youth Services Bureau.

This nonprofit organization has been
strengthening children and families
since 1968. They work to provide every
child with the opportunity to reach
their full potential.

Last year’s fishing event raised more
than $60,000 for the Youth Services Bu-
reau, and in the coming years, the
Harpsters hope to raise even more for
this great organization.

Later this month, Angels in Adoption
honorees from across the country will
arrive in Washington, D.C., to be cele-
brated for their great contributions.

I look forward to meeting Abe and
Trish to congratulate them on this
outstanding honor and discuss child
welfare issues as well as their own per-
sonal experiences with the adoption
process.

For the past 20 years, Angels in
Adoption has celebrated individuals,
couples, and organizations from across
the country that have made an ex-
traordinary contribution on behalf of
children in need: everyday heroes, or in
this case angels, like the Harpsters,
who never seek recognition but whole-
heartedly deserve it.

I look forward to congratulating Abe
and Trish in person.

Madam Speaker, I would also like to
note that this past Sunday was Na-
tional Grandparents Day. In honor of
this special day, we must not forget
the outstanding work being done by
the foster grandparents across the
country.

The Foster Grandparent Program is a
part of the Senior Corps of the Co-
operation for National and Community
Service.

This program provides a way for vol-
unteers age 55 and over to serve as role
models, mentors, and friends to chil-
dren with exceptional needs.

In the Commonwealth of Pennsyl-
vania, there are more than 10,000 Sen-
ior Corps volunteers. These volunteers
have touched the lives of so many chil-
dren by tutoring more than 4,000 young
people in Pennsylvania alone. And,
Madam Speaker, these foster grand-
parents provide the kind of guidance
and love that set children on the path
towards a successful future.

I look forward to celebrating Abe and
Trish Harpster, and want to recognize
all those who play an important role in
the lives of young people. There is no
greater gift to give than time, love,
and support to a child in need.

RECOGNIZING NOTHING BUT NETS FOR WORK

AGAINST MALARIA

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Madam Speaker, recently I met with a
constituent who works with the grass-
roots organization Nothing But Nets,
which raises awareness in the fight
against malaria.

As you may know, malaria is trans-
mitted to people through mosquitoes
carrying the disease. In 2016, there
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were 216 million new cases of malaria
worldwide and 445,000 deaths, 70 per-
cent of which were children under five.
Malaria takes the life of a child every
2 minutes.

Most malaria cases and deaths occur
in sub-Saharan Africa, but Southeast
Asia, Latin America, and the Middle
East are also at risk.

Malaria is a treatable, preventable
disease, but half the world’s population
lives in danger of contracting the para-
site from a simple mosquito bite.

U.S. leadership is critical to the
elimination of malaria around the
world and we have helped to create and
expand lifesaving interventions like
long-lasting insecticide-treated bed
nets, indoor residual spray, and rapid
diagnostic tests.

Our continued leadership is critical
in finally eliminating malaria around
the world. I look forward to the day
when we can eradicate malaria once
and for all.

———

INVESTMENTS IN OUR NATION’S
WATER SYSTEMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. ToNKO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. TONKO. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to urge my colleagues to support
much needed investments in our Na-
tion’s water systems.

BEarlier this year, EPA estimated
some $472 billion is needed to maintain
the Nation’s drinking water infrastruc-
ture over the next 20 years.

We have woefully underinvested in
drinking water for far too long, and
now crumbling pipes and failing sys-
tems pose a serious threat to public
health and public safety.

Later today, the House is expected to
vote on S. 3021, America’s Water Infra-
structure Act, the latest iteration of
WRDA.

It is a good bill, the result of bipar-
tisan and bicameral negotiations.

I am incredibly proud of the work
done by both majority and minority
members of the Energy and Commerce
Committee on H.R. 3387, the Drinking
Water System Improvement Act, which
was reported out of committee unani-
mously in July of 2017. Nearly all of
that bill has been incorporated into S.
3021.

I would like to highlight a number of
the provisions that I am pleased were
included in the final package.

Since 2014, I have introduced legisla-
tion to reauthorize the Drinking Water
State Revolving Fund, the primary
source of Federal funding for our water
systems. Since its creation, the pro-
gram has never been reauthorized, and
funding has been flat, despite the grow-
ing needs in our communities.

S. 3021 would increase the authoriza-
tion from $1 billion annually until it
reaches a $1.95 billion level in fiscal
year 2021.

In addition to providing significantly
increased funding through the SRF, I
want to mention a number of other
provisions.
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