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growing rise of anti-Semitism around 
the world and to say, we are not only 
not going to be complicit in it, we are 
going to speak out about it, and we are 
going to bring attention to it, and we 
are going to bring the full force and 
power of the United States Govern-
ment and its moral authority and its 
imprimatur on this issue. There is real 
power in that. 

You have heard both sides going back 
and forth sort of being reminded of this 
responsibility that we have because we 
have seen anti-Semitism, Mr. Speaker, 
arise within the last year alone in Ger-
many, in Brazil, in France, in Hungary, 
and in New Zealand. 

In closing, the Anti-Defamation 
League has pointed out that in the last 
year alone there have been over 4 mil-
lion English language tweets that are 
anti-Semitic. This is upon us. 

So what Congressman SMITH has ini-
tiated now is to raise the status of this 
person to make sure they are not just 
a Special Envoy, but to raise that to 
ambassadorial status for all the obvi-
ous reasons; to get this person ap-
pointed quickly; and to have this post 
filled and brought with real authority. 

I urge its passage, and I thank the 
gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self the balance of my time. 

In closing, I want to, again, strongly 
support this bipartisan bill. I want to 
thank all the people who have worked 
hard on it, particularly Mr. SMITH of 
New Jersey, who always, for years, has 
been battling the scourge of anti-Semi-
tism; our chairman, Chairman ROYCE, 
and people on both sides of the Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 

We can never become complacent 
when we see anti-Semitism, or anti- 
anything rear its ugly head. We need to 
reject it. We need to fight it. We need 
to shine a light in all the dark corners 
so it has no place to hide and fester. 

What does it look like when it comes 
to foreign policy? It starts by appoint-
ing a senior diplomat, someone we can 
point to with confidence and say, 
‘‘You’re leading America’s effort to 
grapple with this problem around the 
world.’’ 

This bill would make sure that that 
seat can’t stay vacant the way it has 
been for the last 18 months. I am proud 
to be an original cosponsor of this leg-
islation. I, again, thank Mr. SMITH, 
Chairman ROYCE, and all the people 
who have worked so hard for this. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself the balance of my 
time. 

We have seen the horrific con-
sequences when free societies turn a 
blind eye to anti-Semitic incitement 
and to anti-Semitic violence. Passage 
of this bill reaffirms that combating 
anti-Semitism is a top priority for the 
United States, and it will fill the Spe-
cial Envoy position and provide it with 
adequate staff that is going to 
strengthen our ability to work with 
our partners overseas. 

So I urge my colleagues to support 
this measure, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
ROYCE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1911, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

URGING ALL NATIONS TO OUTLAW 
THE DOG AND CAT MEAT TRADE 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution (H. Res. 401) 
urging China, South Korea, Vietnam, 
Thailand, the Philippines, Indonesia, 
Cambodia, Laos, India, and all nations 
to outlaw the dog and cat meat trade 
and to enforce existing laws against 
the trade, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 401 

Whereas the consumption of dog meat has 
occurred in every corner of the world includ-
ing in Asia; 

Whereas established dog meat markets 
still exist in Asia; 

Whereas the Humane Society Inter-
national, Animals Asia Foundation, and oth-
ers estimate that 30,000,000 dogs and 
10,000,000 cats die annually across Asia for 
the trade in dog and cat meat; 

Whereas it is estimated as many as 200,000 
live dogs are trafficked each year from Thai-
land across the Mekong River to Vietnam, 
where dog meat is considered a delicacy; 

Whereas cat meat, known locally as ‘‘little 
tiger’’, is also a delicacy in Vietnam and, al-
though officially banned, is widely available 
in specialty restaurants; 

Whereas due to a traditional belief that 
high adrenaline levels produce tender meat 
and increase supposed health benefits, dogs 
killed for their meat may be first inten-
tionally subjected to extreme fear and suf-
fering through hanging or bludgeoning; 

Whereas there appears to be little sci-
entific evidence to support traditional 
claims of the health benefits of consuming 
dog meat; 

Whereas there have been reports of abuse, 
poor living conditions, and cruel slaugh-
tering techniques with respect to dogs and 
cats farmed for their meat; 

Whereas many dogs and cats die during 
transport to slaughterhouses, after days or 
weeks crammed into small cages on the back 
of vehicles without food or water, and others 
suffer from illness or injury during such 
transport; 

Whereas in February 2015, Vietnamese au-
thorities impounded a truck in Hanoi smug-
gling three tons of live cats from China that 
were intended for the illegal cat meat trade, 
but then buried thousands of the seized 
cats—many, reportedly, while alive—claim-
ing a desire to avoid the spread of disease; 

Whereas the extreme suffering of dogs and 
cats at such slaughterhouses and on such 
transportation trucks would breach anti-cru-
elty laws in the United States, such as the 
Animal Welfare Act (7 U.S.C. 2131 et seq.) 
and the Humane Methods of Slaughter Act (7 
U.S.C. 1901 et seq.); 

Whereas many government officials, civil 
society advocates, and activists are working 
to end the dog and cat meat trade on anti- 
cruelty and public health grounds, and the 
governments of Singapore, Taiwan, and Hong 
Kong have passed laws banning the slaughter 
of dogs for meat consumption; 

Whereas Chinese activists have claimed 
that stolen pets are sometimes used in the 
dog meat market in China; 

Whereas Chinese dog transporters report-
edly routinely flout regulations such as the 
Chinese Ministry of Agriculture Veterinary 
Bureau Circular No. 16 (2013), which requires 
dogs to be quarantined and issued a quar-
antine certificate before being transported 
across provincial boundaries; 

Whereas the World Health Organization 
has linked the dog meat industry to human 
outbreaks of trichinellosis, cholera, and ra-
bies, although consumption of dog meat 
alone has not been confirmed to spread ra-
bies to humans; 

Whereas those involved in the dog meat in-
dustry are at an increased health risk for 
zoonotic diseases, which can transfer from 
dogs to humans through infectious material 
such as saliva; 

Whereas the spread of such diseases may be 
exacerbated by unsanitary conditions of 
slaughter and by the sale of dog meat at 
open-air markets and restaurants; and 

Whereas Betsy Miranda, Asia Coordinator 
for the Global Alliance for Rabies Control, 
said in June 2013 that the spread of disease 
through the dog meat trade was ‘‘rampant’’ 
across Southeast Asia, and that ‘‘The risk 
that the animals are in poor health and not 
vaccinated is very high. If they move across 
borders they risk carrying the disease across 
large distances’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) calls for an end to the dog and cat meat 
trade on cruelty and public health grounds; 

(2) urges all nations to outlaw the dog and 
cat meat trade and enforce existing laws 
against such trade; and 

(3) affirms the commitment of the United 
States to the protection of animals and to 
advancing the progress of animal protection 
around the world. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
to include any extraneous material in 
the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Mr. 
HASTINGS for authoring this important 
measure on the dog and cat meat trade. 
It is an important issue to animal 
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lovers around this globe, and this reso-
lution has garnered tremendous bipar-
tisan support. He has over 100 cospon-
sors in this Congress for it. 

Protecting the world’s animals, 
whether we are talking about dogs and 
cats or rhinoceros and elephant, it is 
not a partisan issue; and I am proud to 
have authored a number of critical 
pieces of legislation to advance this 
cause, including the END Wildlife Traf-
ficking Act of 2016. 

Mr. Speaker, in recent years, we have 
made some important progress toward 
stopping the consumption of dog meat 
around the world. But, sadly, dog meat 
markets still exist in Asia. 

In fact, it is estimated that 30 mil-
lion dogs and 10 million cats die annu-
ally across Asia as a result of the dog 
and cat meat trade, and they often live 
under horrendous conditions. 

And this practice—I would make one 
other point—it also raises serious pub-
lic health concerns. The World Health 
Organization has linked the dog meat 
industry to human outbreaks of mul-
tiple serious diseases, including chol-
era, and including rabies. The spread of 
disease is made worse by all aspects of 
the trade, from the unsanitary condi-
tions of slaughter, and the sale of dog 
meat in open-air markets and res-
taurants, and from that, to the traf-
ficking of these animals across inter-
national borders. 

This important resolution urges all 
nations to abolish the dog and cat 
meat trade, to enforce existing laws 
against such trade, and to affirm the 
U.S. commitment to protecting ani-
mals, both here at home and around 
the world. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
support of this measure. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
I too rise in support of this measure. 
Let me, first of all, thank my friend 

from Florida, Mr. HASTINGS, for his 
work on this resolution, and thank 
Chairman ROYCE for moving it forward. 

This is one of those issues that cer-
tainly stirs the emotions of anyone 
who learns about it. The horrible abuse 
of dogs and cats crammed into cages, 
driven across borders, slaughtered and 
sold in meat markets, it just seems so 
cruel and needless. 

The animal rights community has 
come together around this issue, plead-
ing for an end to these inhumane prac-
tices, particularly in the markets in 
Asia where this takes place the most. 

There are broader concerns as well. 
The trade of dog and cat meat is asso-
ciated with health risks, including the 
spread of disease. And an illegal mar-
ket for this meat has sprung up in 
places where governments have failed 
to step in and enforce their own laws 
against these practices. 

So I think it is important that the 
House go on record saying we oppose 
this practice. I am glad to support this 
measure, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I continue to reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3 
minutes to the esteemed gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS). 

Mr. HASTINGS. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the ranking member for yielding, and I 
thank my good friend, the chairman of 
this committee, for bringing this for-
ward. 

I rise in support of this measure, urg-
ing all nations to outlaw the inhumane 
dog and cat meat trade, and to enforce 
existing laws against this barbaric 
practice. 

In June of 2017, I introduced this 
measure with my distinguished col-
league and cochairman of the Florida 
delegation, Congressman VERN 
BUCHANAN. 

It is estimated that tens of millions 
of dogs and cats are killed for human 
consumption annually across the globe. 
This display of animal cruelty is not 
only inhumane, but also a threat to 
public health for citizens and inter-
national visitors. 

This resolution affirms the United 
States’ commitment to the protection 
of animals, and advances the animal 
protection movement rapidly growing 
worldwide. 

These innocent animals, often per-
sonal pets, are forcibly taken, shoved 
into cages with broken bones, then 
shipped long distances, without food or 
water, to meat markets, where they 
are regularly bludgeoned, mutilated, 
boiled, or skinned while still alive. 

When I was a child, I had three big 
dogs, True Boy, August, and Tuesday. 
And in their memory, I am sure that 
they would be equally proud that their 
owner was standing up for descendants 
of theirs and others. 

By passing H. Res. 401, Congress can 
bring the world one step closer to hope-
fully ending this cruel practice once 
and for all. 

Mr. Speaker, from the bottom of my 
heart, I want to thank the thousands of 
activists across the country and 
around the globe for their tireless ef-
forts. They have never wavered in their 
commitment in the fight against the 
global dog and cat meat trade. 

It is my sincere hope that we expedi-
tiously pass this measure. By doing so, 
we will send a strong message, that no 
matter where you live, animal cruelty 
is simply wrong. 

A special thanks to Lisa 
Vanderpump, and Ken Todd, and Dr. 
John Sessa, all of them being my 
friends, and certainly, Marc Ching, who 
has personally witnessed many of these 
things in Yulin and elsewhere, that 
brought my attention to this measure. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on 
this resolution. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time to 
close. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlewoman from Ne-
vada (Ms. TITUS), a cosponsor of this 
bill, and a valuable member of the For-
eign Affairs Committee. 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
chairman, and also to my friend from 
Florida who sponsored this legislation. 

I too rise in support of H. Res. 401. It 
is a resolution urging countries around 
the world to outlaw the dog and cat 
meat trade, and to recommit to enforc-
ing existing laws against this horrible 
practice. 

As you have heard, approximately 30 
million dogs and tens of millions of 
cats are killed annually for human con-
sumption; and many suffer from abuse 
and cruelty during their lifetime, fac-
ing painful deaths at the hands of these 
horrible meat dealers. We cannot af-
ford to turn a blind eye to the extreme 
torment that they have to endure. 

In the United States, we cherish dogs 
and cats, recognizing their many con-
tributions as service and therapy ani-
mals, search and rescue assistants, and 
police dogs that aid with drug and 
bomb searches. 

b 1815 
They provide airport security, are 

companions to our veterans, and are 
cherished family pets. 

As a member of the Congressional 
Animal Protection Caucus, I am a 
proud cosponsor of this legislation, 
which enjoyed the support of 150 bipar-
tisan cosponsors and passed the com-
mittee by a voice vote. I have worked 
hard in Congress to end the dog and cat 
meat trade, eliminate the use of dog 
leather, and protect our furry and 
feathered friends from undue harm and 
abuse. 

Hundreds of constituents have writ-
ten us about this issue, and they want 
the United States to speak up and set 
an example. Mr. Speaker, I believe this 
resolution does just that. I thank those 
who are responsible for bringing it, 
those who have lent their voice in sup-
port of it, and I look forward to seeing 
it pass today. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, let me say 
in closing, I am, again, grateful to Mr. 
HASTINGS and to all the people who 
have helped elevate this issue. Actu-
ally, I have gotten many calls from 
people who are very, very concerned 
about this bill and who want to see it 
passed. 

I have been a dog lover all my life, 
had the wonderful time to have dogs, 
and to me, it is just unfathomable that 
they are suffering like this in the trade 
to eat dogs and cats. It is really just 
something that is awful. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to support 
this measure. It is a bipartisan bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to thank Mr. HASTINGS again 
for this legislation and for cham-
pioning his support for the protection 
of dogs and cats around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DUNCAN of South Carolina). The ques-
tion is on the motion offered by the 
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gentleman from California (Mr. ROYCE) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 401, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

The title of the resolution was 
amended so as to read: ‘‘Resolution 
urging all nations to outlaw the dog 
and cat meat trade and to enforce ex-
isting laws against such trade.’’. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RESCUING ANIMALS WITH 
REWARDS ACT OF 2018 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and 
pass the bill (H.R. 6197) to amend the 
State Department Basic Authorities 
Act of 1956 to authorize rewards for 
thwarting wildlife trafficking linked to 
transnational organized crime, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6197 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Rescuing 
Animals With Rewards Act of 2018’’ or the 
‘‘RAWR Act’’. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS; SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds the fol-
lowing: 

(1) Wildlife trafficking is a major 
transnational crime that is estimated to 
generate over $10 billion a year in illegal 
profits and which is increasingly perpetrated 
by organized, sophisticated criminal enter-
prises, including known terrorist organiza-
tions. 

(2) Wildlife trafficking not only threatens 
endangered species worldwide, but also jeop-
ardizes local security, spreads disease, under-
mines rule of law, fuels corruption, and dam-
ages economic development. 

(3) Combating wildlife trafficking requires 
a coordinated and sustained approach at the 
global, regional, national, and local levels. 

(4) Congress stated in the Eliminate, Neu-
tralize, and Disrupt Wildlife Trafficking Act 
of 2016 that it is the policy of the United 
States to take immediate actions to stop the 
illegal global trade in wildlife and wildlife 
products and associated transnational orga-
nized crime. 

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It is the sense of 
Congress that the Department of State’s re-
wards program is a powerful tool in com-
bating sophisticated international crime and 
that the Department of State and Federal 
law enforcement should work in concert to 
offer rewards that target wildlife traffickers. 
SEC. 3. REWARDS FOR JUSTICE. 

Subparagraph (B) of section 36(k)(5) of the 
State Department Basic Authorities Act of 
1956 (22 U.S.C. 2708(k)(5)) is amended by in-
serting ‘‘wildlife trafficking (as defined by 
section 2(12) of the Eliminate, Neutralize, 
and Disrupt Wildlife Trafficking Act of 2016 
(16 U.S.C. 7601(12); Public Law 114–231)) and’’ 
after ‘‘includes’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. ROYCE) and the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. ENGEL) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I ask unanimous consent that all 
Members may have 5 legislative days 
to revise and extend their remarks and 
to include any extraneous materials in 
the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-

er, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
measure, which targets transnational 
wildlife traffickers through the State 
Department’s existing global rewards 
program. These rewards will serve as a 
powerful tool to capture and to con-
vict—to convict—wanted transnational 
criminals and terrorists who profit 
from the illegal wildlife trade. 

Last week as we opened the papers, 
there were 87 elephant carcasses dis-
covered in Botswana’s Okavango Delta. 
These animals were shot by poachers. 
They were brutally stripped of their 
tusks. They were left to die. 

This is a very real and urgent issue. 
Wildlife trafficking is generating over 
$10 billion a year in illegal profits for 
increasingly sophisticated criminal 
syndicates, and it is also generating 
profits for terrorists who are involved 
in this kind of slaughter. The illegal 
ivory trade is especially lucrative. 

Mr. Speaker, for years now, I have 
been engaged in this effort to save 
some of the most endangered species. 
During a recent trip to Tanzania, my 
colleagues and I met with the law en-
forcement and park rangers on the 
front lines. They told us how they were 
outmanned. They are outgunned. They 
are up against sophisticated criminal 
networks that use helicopters, that use 
night vision goggles. 

We have met with local communities 
impacted by these crimes, who explain 
how wildlife trafficking jeopardizes 
local security, spreads disease, of 
course undermines the rule of law. It 
fuels corruption. It damages economic 
development. 

Wildlife trafficking is a serious na-
tional security threat, and combating 
it requires a global approach to identi-
fying and apprehending the world’s 
worst offenders. And time is not on our 
side. Each day of inaction means more 
animals poached, more cash for crimi-
nal syndicates and terrorists. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the bill’s au-
thor, Representative DONOVAN, as well 
as cosponsors CASTRO and Ranking 
Member ELIOT ENGEL for their work on 
this important measure. I urge my col-
leagues to join me in support of this 
bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self as much time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
6197, the Rescuing Animals With Re-
wards Act of 2018. 

I would like to begin by thanking Mr. 
DONOVAN and Mr. CASTRO for intro-
ducing this important legislation, and I 
would also like to thank Chairman 
ROYCE for his incredible efforts over 
many, many years to promote the con-
servation of wildlife and wild places. 

In recent years, Congress has taken a 
number of important steps to combat 
wildlife trafficking, but the situation 
remains dire. Over the last 10 years, 
one-third of African elephants have 
been slaughtered for their tusks. 

Let me say that again. Over the last 
10 years, one-third of African elephants 
have been slaughtered for their tusks. 
That is a shocking statistic. 

Rhino populations have also been 
decimated, and many other species are 
at risk. 

Protecting wildlife is the right thing 
to do. I know the Wildlife Conservation 
Society does a really good job. My good 
friend John Calvelli is leading the 
charge there, and so I am very aware of 
what we need to do to protect our wild-
life. 

But not only is it the right thing to 
do, it also serves American national se-
curity interests. Wildlife trafficking 
feeds corruption, undermines the rule 
of law, threatens economic prosperity, 
and drives instability, and it is carried 
out by many of the same international 
criminal syndicates engaged in the 
trafficking of drugs, weapons, and peo-
ple. 

This bipartisan, commonsense legis-
lation before us today provides our 
government with a tool it can use to 
tackle the illegal trade in wildlife. Spe-
cifically, it authorizes rewards under 
the State Department’s Rewards for 
Justice program for information lead-
ing to the arrest or conviction of those 
engaged in wildlife trafficking. This 
can provide a powerful financial incen-
tive for people to turn in those respon-
sible for this appalling activity. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge all of our col-
leagues to support this bipartisan leg-
islation, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. DONOVAN), a mem-
ber of the Committee on Foreign Af-
fairs, a former prosecutor. He is the au-
thor of this bill. 

Mr. DONOVAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the chairman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to sponsor 
the RAWR Act, Rescuing Animals With 
Rewards, H.R. 6197. 

The RAWR Act will help ensure that 
taking down terrorists and 
transnational criminal organizations 
engaged in wildlife trafficking and 
poaching will be a top Rewards pri-
ority. 

Combating terrorism is of the utmost 
importance, not just to my constitu-
ents, not just to New Yorkers, but to 
the entire Nation. It is an issue that 
transcends party lines. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the RECORD 
a letter of support from the Wildlife 
Conservation Society and a letter of 
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