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The bill has five Democratic cospon-
sors and 15 Republican cosponsors. The
bill passed the House Committee on
Natural Resources by unanimous con-
sent. Senator BARRASSO and Senator
SCHATZ are again spearheading the
Senate companion, and the Senate bill
has passed the Senate Committee on
Energy and Natural Resources.

For more than a century, the Bureau
of Reclamation has transformed the
West into a powerhouse that feeds the
Nation and the world while also pro-
viding renewable, emissions-free en-
ergy for millions of Americans.

BOR provides essential services that
benefit water and power users, as well
as our Nation’s farmers. The agency
delivers water to more than 30 million
people and provides one in five Western
farmers with water to irrigate their
Crops.

The BOR’s assets include more than
476 dams and dikes, and the agency is
also responsible for the operations of 53
different hydroelectric power plants.

This legislation is timely and nec-
essary. The Bureau of Reclamation was
established in 1902, and much of the
agency’s now-aging infrastructure was
built more than 50 years ago. Many of
the facilities operated by the BOR are
in desperate need of repairs, to the
tune of several billion dollars.

This bill requires the Federal Gov-
ernment make public the estimated
cost of repairs for reclamation facili-
ties. For years, Congress and water
users throughout the country have
asked for such information, only to be
rebuffed time and again.

Taxpayers deserve accountability
from their government and oversight
on how it spends their money. Sun-
shine on expenditures and increased
transparency is good for any Federal
bureaucracy or agency.

The Bureau of Reclamation Trans-
parency Act requires a cost estimate
and a detailed list of major repairs for
BOR facilities. Such actions will allow
for meaningful steps to be taken to ad-
dress the maintenance backlog, as well
as to ensure an abundant supply of
clean water and power for future gen-
erations.

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the com-
mittee’s time and work on this bill,
and I urge my colleagues to vote in
favor of H.R. 660.

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, 1 yield
back the balance of my time.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield back the balance of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Montana (Mr.
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 660.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill was
passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

AUTHORIZING EARLY REPAYMENT
OF OBLIGATIONS TO BUREAU OF

RECLAMATION WITHIN
NORTHPORT IRRIGATION DIS-
TRICT

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I

move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 4689) to authorize early re-
payment of obligations to the Bureau
of Reclamation within the Northport
Irrigation District in the State of Ne-
braska.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 4689

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. EARLY REPAYMENT OF CONSTRUC-
TION COSTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
213 of the Reclamation Reform Act of 1982 (43
U.S.C. 390mm), any landowner within the
Northport Irrigation District in the State of
Nebraska (referred to in this section as the
“District’’) may repay, at any time, the con-
struction costs of project facilities allocated
to the landowner’s land within the District.

(b) APPLICABILITY OF FULL-COST PRICING
LIMITATIONS.—On discharge, in full, of the
obligation for repayment of all construction
costs described in subsection (a) that are al-
located to all land the landowner owns in the
District in question, the parcels of land shall
not be subject to the ownership and full-cost
pricing limitations under Federal reclama-
tion law (the Act of June 17, 1902, 32 Stat.
388, chapter 1093), and Acts supplemental to
and amendatory of that Act (43 U.S.C. 371 et
seq.), including the Reclamation Reform Act
of 1982 (13 U.S.C. 390aa et seq.).

(¢c) CERTIFICATION.—On request of a land-
owner that has repaid, in full, the construc-
tion costs described in subsection (a), the
Secretary of the Interior shall provide to the
landowner a certificate described in section
213(b)(1) of the Reclamation Reform Act of
1982 (43 U.S.C. 390mm(b)(1)).

(d) EFFECT.—Nothing in this section—

(1) modifies any contractual rights under,
or amends or reopens, the reclamation con-
tract between the District and the United
States; or

(2) modifies any rights, obligations, or re-
lationships between the District and land-
owners in the District under Nebraska State
law.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms.
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Montana.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and include
extraneous materials on the bill under
consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Montana?

There was no objection.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
yield 5 minutes to the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. SMITH).

Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Mr. Speak-
er, under Federal reclamation law, irri-
gation districts that receive water
from a Bureau of Reclamation facility
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typically repay their portion of the
capital costs of water projects under
long-term contracts.

Under its current contract and cur-
rent law, Northport Irrigation District
is exempt from annual capital repay-
ment if their carriage fee exceeds $8,000
per year. Given the carriage fee has
greatly exceeded this amount every
year since the 1950s, Northport’s cap-
ital repayment debt has been stagnant
at more than $923,000 since 1952. So
long as the debt endures, landowners
are subject to burdensome reporting re-
quirements and acreage limitations,
and no revenue is generated for the
Federal Government.

I introduced this bill to provide
members of the Northport Irrigation
District early repayment authority
under their dated reclamation con-
tract. Allowing producers within the
Northport Irrigation District to pay off
their portion of the contract means the
government will receive funds other-
wise uncollected and landowners will
be relieved of costly constraints that
threaten family-owned operations.

For example, at a previous Water,
Power and Oceans Subcommittee hear-
ing, a member of the Northport district
testified that acreage limitations will
prohibit parents who own land in the
district from passing down or selling
farmland to sons and daughters who
also own land in the same district.

Similar legislation has previously
passed under bipartisan majorities and,
according to past CBO projections,
could generate as much as $440,000 in
Federal revenue.

This is a very simple bill that would
make a big difference to some family
farmers in Nebraska.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time.

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 4689 would author-
ize landowners served by the Northport
Irrigation District to prepay the re-
maining portion of construction costs
allocated to them for the North Platte
project. In exchange, the landowners
who pay will no longer be subject to
Federal acreage limitations and other
requirements associated with the Rec-
lamation Reform Act.

Mr. Speaker, we do not object to this
legislation, and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I
want to recognize Mr. SMITH for his
work on this bill, and I yield back the
remainder of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Montana (Mr.
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 4689.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

——
0 1715

UNITED STATES-ISRAEL SECURITY
ASSISTANCE AUTHORIZATION
ACT OF 2018

Mr. ROYCE of California. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (S. 2497) to amend the For-
eign Assistance Act of 1961 and the
Arms Export Control Act to make im-
provements to certain defense and se-
curity assistance provisions and to au-
thorize the appropriations of funds to
Israel, and for other purposes, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

S. 2497

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS.

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as
the ‘‘Ileana Ros-Lehtinen United States-
Israel Security Assistance Authorization Act
of 2018”".

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents for this Act is as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents.
Sec. 2. Appropriate congressional commit-
tees defined.

TITLE I-SECURITY ASSISTANCE FOR

ISRAEL

Sec. 101. Findings.

Sec. 102. Statement of policy regarding
Israel’s defense systems.

Sec. 103. Assistance for Israel.

Sec. 104. Extension of war reserves stockpile
authority.

Sec. 105. Extension of loan guarantees to
Israel.

Sec. 106. Transfer of precision guided muni-
tions to Israel.

Sec. 107. Sense of Congress on rapid acquisi-
tion and deployment proce-
dures.

Sec. 108. Eligibility of Israel for the stra-

tegic trade authorization excep-
tion to certain export control
licensing requirements.

TITLE II-ENHANCED UNITED STATES-
ISRAEL COOPERATION

Sec. 201. United States-Israel space coopera-
tion.

Sec. 202. United States Agency for Inter-
national Development-Israel
enhanced partnership for devel-
opment cooperation in devel-
oping nations.

Sec. 203. Authority to enter into a coopera-
tive project agreement with
Israel to counter unmanned
aerial vehicles that threaten
the United States or Israel.

TITLE III—ENSURING ISRAEL’S
QUALITATIVE MILITARY EDGE
Sec. 301. Statement of policy.
SEC. 2. APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT-
TEES DEFINED.

In this Act, the term ‘‘appropriate congres-
sional committees’” means—

(1) the Committee on Foreign Relations
and the Committee on Armed Services of the
Senate; and

(2) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and
the Committee on Armed Services of the
House of Representatives.
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TITLE I—SECURITY ASSISTANCE FOR
ISRAEL
SEC. 101. FINDINGS.

Congress makes the following findings:

(1) In February 1987, the United States
granted Israel major non-NATO ally status.

(2) On August 16, 2007, the United States
and Israel signed a ten-year Memorandum of
Understanding on United States military as-
sistance to Israel. The total assistance over
the course of this understanding would equal
$30,000,000,000.

(3) On July 27, 2012, the United States-
Israel Enhanced Security Cooperation Act of
2012 (Public Law 112-150; 22 U.S.C. 8601 et
seq.) declared it to be the policy of the
United States ‘‘to help the Government of
Israel preserve its qualitative military edge
amid rapid and uncertain regional political
transformation’ and stated the sense of Con-
gress that the United States Government
should ‘“‘provide the Government of Israel de-
fense articles and defense services through
such mechanisms as appropriate, to include
air refueling tankers, missile defense capa-
bilities, and specialized munitions’.

(4) On December 19, 2014, President Barack
Obama signed into law the United States-
Israel Strategic Partnership Act of 2014
(Public Law 113-296) which stated the sense
of Congress that Israel is a major strategic
partner of the United States and declared it
to be the policy of the United States ‘‘to con-
tinue to provide Israel with robust security
assistance, including for the procurement of
the Iron Dome Missile Defense System’’.

(5) Section 1679 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2016 (Public
Law 114-92; 129 Stat. 1135) authorized funds
to be appropriated for Israeli cooperative
missile defense program codevelopment and
coproduction, including funds to be provided
to the Government of Israel to procure the
David’s Sling weapon system as well as the
Arrow 3 Upper Tier Interceptor Program.

(6) On September 14, 2016, the United
States and Israel signed a ten-year Memo-
randum of Understanding reaffirming the
importance of continuing annual United
States military assistance to Israel and co-
operative missile defense programs in a way
that enhances Israel’s security and strength-
ens the bilateral relationship between the
two countries.

(7) The 2016 Memorandum of Understanding
reflected United States support of Foreign
Military Financing (FMF) grant assistance
to Israel over the ten year period beginning
in fiscal year 2019 and ending in fiscal year
2028. FMF grant assistance would be at a
level of $3,300,000,000 annually, totaling
$33,000,000,000, the largest single pledge of
military assistance ever and a reiteration of
the seven-decade, unshakeable, bipartisan
commitment of the United States to Israel’s
security.

(8) The Memorandum of Understanding
also reflected United States support for fund-
ing for cooperative programs to develop,
produce, and procure missile, rocket, and
projectile defense capabilities over a ten
year period beginning in fiscal year 2019 and
ending in fiscal year 2028 at a level of
$500,000,000 per year, totaling $5,000,000,000.
SEC. 102. STATEMENT OF POLICY REGARDING

ISRAEL’S DEFENSE SYSTEMS.

It shall be the policy of the United States
to provide assistance to the Government of
Israel in order to support funding for cooper-
ative programs to develop, produce, and pro-
cure missile, rocket, projectile, and other de-
fense capabilities to help Israel meet its se-
curity needs and to help develop and enhance
United States defense capabilities.

SEC. 103. ASSISTANCE FOR ISRAEL.

Section 513(c) of the Security Assistance
Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-280; 114 Stat. 856)
is amended—
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(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘2002 and
2003’ and inserting ‘2019, 2020, 2021, 2022, 2023,
2024, 2025, 2026, 2027, and 2028’’; and

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) by striking ‘‘equal to—’’ and inserting
“not less than $3,300,000,000.”’; and

(B) by striking subparagraphs (A) and (B).
SEC. 104. EXTENSION OF WAR RESERVES STOCK-

PILE AUTHORITY.

Section 514(b)(2)(A) of the Foreign Assist-
ance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2321h(b)(2)(A)) is
amended by striking 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016,
2017, and 2018 and inserting ‘2018, 2019, 2020,
2021, 2022, and 2023.”".

SEC. 105. EXTENSION OF LOAN GUARANTEES TO
ISRAEL.

Chapter 5 of title I of the Emergency War-
time Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2003
(Public Law 108-11; 117 Stat. 576) is amended
under the heading ‘“‘LOAN GUARANTEES TO
ISRAEL”—

(1) in the matter preceding the first pro-
viso, by striking ‘‘September 30, 2019 and
inserting ‘‘September 30, 2023"’; and

(2) in the second proviso, by striking ‘‘Sep-
tember 30, 2019 and inserting ‘‘September
30, 2023°.

SEC. 106. TRANSFER OF PRECISION GUIDED MU-
NITIONS TO ISRAEL.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section
514 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22
U.S.C. 2321h), the President is authorized to
transfer such quantities of precision guided
munitions from reserve stocks to Israel as
necessary for legitimate self-defense and
otherwise consistent with the purposes and
conditions for such transfers under the Arms
Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 2751 et seq.).

(b) CERTIFICATIONS.—Except in case of
emergency, not later than 5 days before
making a transfer under this section, the
President shall certify in an unclassified no-
tification to the appropriate congressional
committees that the transfer of the precision
guided munitions—

(1) does not affect the ability of the United
States to maintain a sufficient supply of pre-
cision guided munitions;

(2) does not harm the combat readiness of
the United States or the ability of the
United States to meet its commitment to al-
lies for the transfer of such munitions;

(3) is necessary for Israel to counter the
threat of rockets in a timely fashion; and

(4) is in the national security interest of
the United States.

SEC. 107. SENSE OF CONGRESS ON RAPID ACQUI-
SITION AND DEPLOYMENT PROCE-
DURES.

It is the sense of Congress that the Presi-
dent should prescribe procedures for the
rapid acquisition and deployment of preci-
sion guided munitions for United States
counterterrorism missions, or to assist an
ally of the United States, including Israel,
that is subject to direct missile threat.

SEC. 108. ELIGIBILITY OF ISRAEL FOR THE STRA-
TEGIC TRADE AUTHORIZATION EX-
CEPTION TO CERTAIN EXPORT CON-
TROL LICENSING REQUIREMENTS.

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol-
lowing findings:

(1) Israel has adopted high standards in the
field of export controls.

(2) Israel has declared its unilateral adher-
ence to the Missile Technology Control Re-
gime, the Australia Group, and the Nuclear
Suppliers Group.

(3) Israel is a party to—

(A) the Convention on Prohibitions or Re-
strictions on the Use of Certain Conven-
tional Weapons which may be Deemed to be
Excessively Injurious or to Have Indiscrimi-
nate Effects, signed at Geneva October 10,
1980;

(B) the Protocol for the Prohibition of the
Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or
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