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2018, and on behalf of the citizens of the 
Cherokee Nation; my own tribe, the 
Chickasaw Nation; the Choctaw Nation 
of Oklahoma; the Muscogee Creek Na-
tion; and the Seminole Nation of Okla-
homa, commonly known as the Five 
Civilized Tribes. 

The bill before us only addresses and 
affects these Five Tribes and the lands 
owned by their citizens within the 
State of Oklahoma. The passage of this 
legislation is critical to maintaining 
the inherited land of the citizens of the 
five aforementioned tribes. 

The infamous Dawes Act of 1887 au-
thorized the Federal Government to 
survey tribal lands and divide them 
into allotted parcels for individual Na-
tive Americans. Title to these allot-
ment parcels was set forth in the 
Stigler Act of 1947. 

The Stigler Act provided that, upon 
probate, if the heirs and devisees of an 
original allottee from the Five Tribes 
had passed out of one-half Native 
American blood quantum, the allot-
ment loses its restricted fee status. 

Restricted land is not subject to 
State taxation, and Federal law does 
not dictate a minimum Native Amer-
ican blood degree requirement to any 
other tribe. 

The original Stigler Act itself was an 
egregious violation of tribal sov-
ereignty and previous agreements be-
tween the Five Civilized Tribes and the 
government. The provisions of the 
Dawes Act that protected individual 
Native allottees, frankly, were effec-
tively neutered by the passage of the 
Stigler Act. 

This legislation seeks to amend the 
original Stigler Act and remove the 
one-half degree requirement of Native 
American blood. In doing so, it would 
provide the opportunity for heirs and 
devisees to take title to the land and 
allow the parcel to maintain its re-
stricted status. 

This legislation will also create par-
ity in Federal law in the treatment of 
Native American allotted land by re-
moving the minimum blood degree re-
quirement, which only applies to the 
citizens of the Five Civilized Tribes. 

As Native Americans, we take great 
pride in our heritage and the land that 
our ancestors maintained before us. 
The Stigler Act would allow Natives to 
pass on their restricted land to future 
generations who may not meet the one- 
half degree blood requirement. Many of 
Oklahoma’s citizens have passed out of 
the one-half blood lineage but remain 
vested in their Native American herit-
age and citizens of their respective 
tribal governments. 

This bill will help preserve the rights 
and legacy of Native American tribes 
and their inheritance in the State of 
Oklahoma. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage my col-
leagues to support and pass H.R. 2606 to 
remove this outdated and discrimina-
tory law and to preserve what Native 
American land is left in Oklahoma’s In-
dian Country. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I want to thank 
my friend for moving this through the 

committee. Also, obviously, I want to 
thank the chairman of the full com-
mittee, Mr. BISHOP, for his help in this 
matter. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

Mr. MULLIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of H.R. 2606, the Stigler Act Amend-
ments of 2018. 

This legislation would end a discriminatory 
blood quantum requirement for members of 
the Five Civilized Tribes: the Cherokee, Chick-
asaw, Choctaw, Muskogee (Creek), and Semi-
nole Nations. 

The Stigler Act of 1947 mandated that re-
stricted land owned by a member of the Five 
Tribes must have 1⁄2 blood quantum in order 
for it to remain restricted. If the land is handed 
down to a relative with less than 1⁄2 blood 
quantum, the land is no longer restricted. 

No other Native American tribe in the United 
States is subject to the Stigler Act, and in no 
other tribe in the United States do the lands of 
tribal citizens lose their restricted status due to 
the blood quantum of an individual Native 
American. 

H.R. 2606 would do away with the blood 
quantum requirement so restricted fee land 
owned by citizens of the Five Tribes could re-
main restricted, regardless of blood quantum. 
By removing the blood quantum requirements 
in the Stigler Act, native land could remain 
within families and heirs despite individual Na-
tive American landowners falling below 1⁄2 
blood quantum. 

Tribes are sovereign nations and H.R. 2606 
would treat them as such. This bill would cre-
ate parity in federal law so that the govern-
ment would not be able to unfairly dictate a 
minimum blood quantum requirement for cer-
tain tribes. 

It would also bring equality to members of 
the Five Tribes. For decades, their members 
have lived under a law so that applied to only 
their lands. 

As Native Americans, we take great pride in 
our heritage and the land that our ancestors 
maintained before us. The Stigler Act Amend-
ments of 2018 would allow Natives to pass on 
their restricted land to future generations who 
may not meet the 1⁄2 blood degree require-
ment. 

Members of the Five Tribes who seek to 
carry on their ancestors’ heritage should be 
able to and this legislation ensures that mem-
bers of the Five Tribes can continue to pre-
serve restricted status of their land and reap 
all of the benefits that come along with it. 

The Five Tribes held more than 15 million 
acres of restricted land a century ago. Today, 
they hold just 380,000 acres. 

While H.R. 2606 will not reverse 70 years of 
land loss, it will certainly help prevent addi-
tional tribal land from falling out of restricted 
status. 

I am proud to be an original cosponsor of 
the Stigler Act Amendments of 2018 and am 
honored to speak in support of the legislation 
before the United States House of Represent-
atives today. I urge its passage. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Montana (Mr. 
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2606, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

9/11 MEMORIAL ACT 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 6287) to provide competitive 
grants for the operation, security, and 
maintenance of certain memorials to 
victims of the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 6287 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘9/11 Memo-
rial Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) COVERED MEMORIAL.—The term ‘‘covered 

memorial’’ means a memorial located in the 
United States established to commemorate 
the events of, and honor the victims of, the 
terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center, 
the Pentagon, and United Airlines Flight 93 
on September 11, 2001, at the site of the at-
tacks. 

(2) ELIGIBLE ENTITY.—The term ‘‘eligible 
entity’’ means the official organization, as in 
existence on the date of enactment of this 
Act— 

(A) the focus of which is the operations and 
preservation of a covered memorial; and 

(B) which is an organization described in 
section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 and exempt from taxation under 
501(a) of that Code. 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term ‘‘Secretary’’ 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 
SEC. 3. COMPETITIVE GRANTS FOR COVERED ME-

MORIALS. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations, the Secretary shall 
award to eligible entities competitive grants 
of varying amounts, as determined by the 
Secretary, to be used by the eligible entity 
solely for the purposes described in sub-
section (b). 

(b) PURPOSES.—A grant awarded under sub-
section (a) shall be used by an eligible entity 
for the operation, security, and maintenance 
of a covered memorial. 

(c) DEADLINE FOR AWARD.—If the Sec-
retary, after review of an application from 
an eligible entity, determines to award a 
grant to the eligible entity, the Secretary 
shall award the grant not later than 60 days 
after the date of receipt of the completed ap-
plication. 

(d) AVAILABILITY.—Grant funds made avail-
able under this section shall remain avail-
able until expended. 

(e) CRITERIA.—In awarding grants under 
this section, the Secretary shall give great-
est weight in the selection of eligible enti-
ties using the following criteria: 

(1) The needs of the eligible entity, and 
ability and commitment of the eligible enti-
ty to use grant funds, with respect to ensur-
ing the security and safety of visitors of the 
covered memorial. 

(2) The ability of the eligible entity to 
match the amount of the grant, on at least 
a 1-to-1 basis, with non-Federal assets from 
non-Federal sources, including cash or dura-
ble goods and materials fairly valued, as de-
termined by the Secretary. 
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(3) The greatest number of visitors that 

would benefit. 
(4) The ability and commitment of an eligi-

ble entity to use grant funds— 
(A) to preserve the grounds at the covered 

memorial; and 
(B) to educate future generations. 
(5) The ability and commitment of an eligi-

ble entity to use grant funds to increase the 
numbers of economically disadvantaged visi-
tors to the covered memorial. 

(f) LIMITATION.—No grant shall be awarded 
under this section— 

(1) for use at a covered memorial that does 
not provide for— 

(A) free admission to all facilities and mu-
seums associated with the covered memorial 
for active and retired members of the mili-
tary, registered first responders to the at-
tacks of September 11, 2001, and family mem-
bers of victims of the attacks of September 
11, 2001; and 

(B) dedicated free admission hours for the 
general public at least once a week; or 

(2) to an eligible entity that does not allow 
for annual Federal audits of the financial 
statements of the eligible entity, including 
revenues associated with ticket sales, chari-
table donations, grants, and all expenditures 
on salaries and operations, which shall be 
subject to review by the Secretary and made 
available to the public. 

(g) REPORTS.—Not later than 90 days after 
the end of each calendar year for which an 
eligible entity obligates or expends any 
amounts made available under a grant under 
this section, the eligible entity shall submit 
to the Secretary and the appropriate com-
mittees of Congress a report that— 

(1) specifies the amount of grant funds ob-
ligated or expended for the preceding fiscal 
year; 

(2) specifies any purposes for which the 
funds were obligated or expended; and 

(3) includes any other information that the 
Secretary may require to more effectively 
administer the grant program under this sec-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Montana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous materials on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Montana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 6287, offered by 
Congressman TOM MACARTHUR of New 
Jersey, honors and memorializes the 
victims and heroes of September 11, 
2001. 

The bill authorizes the Secretary of 
the Interior to award grants through a 
competitive process to nonprofit orga-
nizations for the operation and mainte-
nance of memorials to commemorate 
the events and honor the victims of the 
terrorist attacks on 9/11. 

It has been 17 years since that dark 
day in American history. The National 

September 11th Memorial in New York 
City, the National 9/11 Pentagon Me-
morial just across the Potomac River 
in Virginia, and the Flight 93 National 
Memorial near Shanksville, Pennsyl-
vania, stand as solemn tributes and re-
membrances to the thousands of vic-
tims of those attacks. 

H.R. 6287 authorizes a competitive 
grant program for operation, security, 
and maintenance of these memorials. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, 
Congress has stepped forward to au-
thorize operating funds in public-pri-
vate partnership with nongovern-
mental organizations for memorials 
and museums of national significance. 
Like congressional authorizations of 
the Oklahoma City National Memorial 
and Museum, the United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum, and the Ken-
nedy Center, a Federal authorization 
for grants in support of 9/11 memorials 
at the sites of the attacks will help to 
operate and maintain these sites of na-
tional remembrance and reflection. 

We should always remember and for-
ever honor those who lost their lives on 
that fateful day. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I thank Rep-
resentative MACARTHUR for his work 
on this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of the 
measure, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1630 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. NAD-
LER). 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentlewoman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, 17 years ago, two planes 
crashed into the World Trade Center in 
my district, killing thousands of peo-
ple. A third plane slammed into the 
Pentagon, and a fourth plane, likely 
destined for the very Capitol complex 
in which we now stand, was brought 
down by a group of courageous pas-
sengers in a field in Shanksville, Penn-
sylvania. 

As I do today, I represented Ground 
Zero on September 11, 2001. I was at the 
World Trade Center 4 hours after the 
towers fell. The scene was horrible: 
fire, smoke, debris, human remains, 
and twisted metal created an apoca-
lyptic scene. Dust and debris filled the 
air, but even in that moment of deep 
despair and overwhelming horror, I saw 
signs of hope. 

Firefighters, police, and emergency 
medical technicians traveled to Lower 
Manhattan from around the country. 
Steel workers, construction workers, 
and hundreds of other men and women 
rushed to the pile to help. As the last 
fires were extinguished, 99 days after 
the attack, and the last pieces of metal 
were removed from Ground Zero, those 
feelings of hope, perseverance, and soli-
darity remained. 

In the years since the attacks, I have 
been grateful and inspired by how Con-
gress has come together to help rebuild 
New York, and I have worked with my 

colleagues to support the responders, 
survivors, and families of the victims. 

In 2010, Congress passed, and in 2015 
reauthorized, the James Zadroga 9/11 
Health and Compensation Act. More 
than 88,000 9/11 responders and sur-
vivors have enrolled in the program to 
receive healthcare and support for 9/11- 
related illnesses. The law has also pro-
vided over $4.3 billion in compensation 
to responders and survivors through 
the Victim Compensation Fund, a pro-
gram that Congress will have to reau-
thorize in the coming years. 

In addition to making our responders 
and survivors whole, Congress invested 
millions of dollars to help rebuild 
Lower Manhattan. One World Trade 
Center now fills the hole left in our 
skyline when the towers fell, and busi-
nesses shattered after the attack are 
reopened and thriving. In what was 
once the shadow of the towers, there 
now stands a comprehensive museum 
dedicated to sharing stories of Sep-
tember 11th and the bravery of those 
who risked everything to protect their 
fellow Americans that day. 

In place of the smoking hole I saw 
day after day in Lower Manhattan, 
there now sits a somber and inspiring 
memorial. It is a site of remembrance 
and hope; a place for every American 
to come and reflect on what happened 
that September morning, and to renew 
our promise, never to forget the events 
of that day. 

It is the national memorial for a na-
tional tragedy. Similarly, memorials 
built at the Pentagon and in 
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, provide 
places to remember and reflect, solemn 
reminders of the tragedy and bravery 
we saw on September 11th. That is why 
I am pleased to cosponsor legislation 
introduced by my colleague from New 
Jersey which will create a competitive 
grant program to provide Federal sup-
port for security operations and main-
tenance for 9/11 memorials. 

This legislation will help ensure the 
memorials continue to provide sacred 
and inspiring spots, accessible to mil-
lions of visitors for generations to 
come. 

Mr. Speaker, I appreciate the bipar-
tisan support of the members of the 
Natural Resources Committee and the 
House leadership for bringing the bill 
to the floor today. I urge my colleagues 
to support this bill, and to achieve our 
shared goal of providing a memorial 
that allows our Nation to mourn, to re-
flect, and to renew our promises never 
to forget September 11th. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from New Jersey (Mr. 
MACARTHUR). 

Mr. MACARTHUR. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank my friend from Montana for 
yielding and for his work on the com-
mittee. As my colleague from New 
York has just said, this has been a bi-
partisan effort, and I appreciate that. 
It is bipartisan in the Senate, as well. 

Seventeen years ago yesterday, our 
world changed forever. Every one of us 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:14 Sep 13, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A12SE7.023 H12SEPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH8138 September 12, 2018 
remembers where we were that day. It 
is getting harder to remember life be-
fore 9/11. We have a whole generation 
that doesn’t know what it is like to go 
to an airport and not take off their 
shoes, or not sit on board a plane and 
wonder if somebody is meaning them 
harm. 

I was working in New York City in 
2001, right up the block from the Trade 
Center, and on that terrible, sunny 
Tuesday when terrorists flew two 
planes into the New York World Trade 
Center, we lost nearly 3,000 of our fel-
low citizens. Like others, I lost people 
who I knew. Some lost those dearest to 
them: their husbands, their wives, 
their mothers and fathers, their sons 
and daughters, brothers and sisters, 
and close friends. 

We were also moved that day by sto-
ries of heroism, and we all watched as 
New York’s finest and first responders 
from elsewhere in the region ran to-
ward danger, not away from it. 

In the months that followed, I had to 
take the ferry to New York each morn-
ing because the tunnel was closed. And 
I think it seared on my memory for life 
the look and the smell of going past 
Lower Manhattan and seeing the rub-
ble still smoldering and smelling the 
electrical fires still burning. 

Mr. Speaker, 10 years later to the 
day, on 9/11/2011, the memorial at the 
World Trade Center opened. It was 
erected to remember those who fell; to 
recognize the endurance of the sur-
vivors; to honor the bravery of those 
who risked their lives to save others; 
and above all, to remember the power 
of our free Nation to overcome evil 
with good. 

It stands as a reminder to every gen-
eration: Never forget. Never falter. 

Mr. Speaker, most Americans prob-
ably don’t know that that memorial 
was erected with donations from pri-
vate citizens, and it has continued for 
7 years now with donations from pri-
vate citizens. I commend them for 
their good work. 

But it is now our turn, the United 
States Congress, to do our part to pre-
serve and protect this hallowed ground, 
and to answer this national tragedy 
with national support. I introduced 
this bill to start a process for providing 
funding for this memorial and other 
memorials of what happened on 9/11, 
and it will provide, ultimately, funding 
for security, for maintenance, for oper-
ations, and still allow those who run 
the museum there and who have poured 
their hearts and souls into this, to con-
tinue to do that. 

I commend the private citizens for 
doing what they have done, but it is 
now our solemn duty to not only honor 
the fallen, but make sure that we pro-
tect the living, and that this site is a 
safe place for people to go and to re-
member. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge passage of the 9/ 
11 Memorial Act. Again, I want to 
thank my colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle for coming together to intro-
duce and, hopefully, pass this bill 
today. 

I want to thank my colleague in the 
Senate, CORY BOOKER, for introducing 
similar legislation so that we can do 
our part to honor those who fell. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
Jersey (Mr. PAYNE), my colleague. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to thank the gentlewoman from 
Massachusetts for giving me the oppor-
tunity to speak on what we all consider 
a national tragedy, but are trying to do 
something here that will help us re-
member those lost on that fateful day. 

Yesterday morning, like many of my 
colleagues, I was back in my district to 
reflect on the tragic events of Sep-
tember 11, 2001. My district borders on 
New York City. Across the river, I can 
see the World Trade Center building 
from my district office. Every single 
day thousands of my constituents trav-
el to and from New York City for work. 

The 9/11 attacks were deeply personal 
for New Jersey’s 10th Congressional 
District, as we lost 57 residents from 
my home county in which I live in 
Newark, New Jersey, the County of 
Essex, and we have erected a beautiful 
memorial in Essex County at Eagle 
Rock Reservation, which is a moun-
taintop where you can see over into 
New York City, where many people 
ventured to see what had happened on 
that fateful day. 

And so it has become a beautiful me-
morial there at Eagle Rock Reserva-
tion, and it is a pristine, beautiful sym-
bol of never forgetting. The names of 
all of the people who perished that day 
are printed on a marble wall that over-
looks New York. 

H.R. 6287 will ensure that ‘‘never 
again’’ is more than a slogan. It will 
help protect memorials in my district 
and across the country for future gen-
erations. 

The men and women who lost their 
lives on 9/11 and in the aftermath of the 
attacks are American heroes. I am 
proud to support this bill which will 
make sure that the memorials to those 
heroes are preserved for future genera-
tions. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. SUOZZI), my colleague. 

Mr. SUOZZI. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Representative TSONGAS and my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle for 
rising in support of this bill. 

Yesterday, on September 11th, in 
small towns and large cities and coun-
try fields, Americans paused to remem-
ber September 11th. I think there are 
two goals to each of these ceremonies, 
including the ones I participated in. 

First, is to remember all those who 
have suffered so much because of the 
September 11th attacks; and second, is 
to rededicate ourselves to the promise 
that is America. 

Those who have suffered so much; 
those who were killed that day; the 
families that have been affected by it; 
and all those who responded and 

worked on that pile that was so huge. 
We saw the pictures on the front of the 
newspaper. I went there the day after-
wards. The pile was massive. It looked 
like little ants, the firefighters and po-
lice officers and EMS personnel, that 
were crawling through the debris—it 
was so gigantic—and the acrid smell 
that was there. 

And every day we hear about other 
first responders who are dying of can-
cer related to 9/11 illnesses. We can 
never forget those who suffered that 
day and the people who worked so hard 
for months after that. 

And second, we need to rededicate 
ourselves to the promise of America 
that the terrorists tried to take away 
from us. 

This bill is an example of Democrats 
and Republicans working together to 
try and commemorate these brave 
souls. We need to remember that those 
who have gone off to foreign lands and 
have died on our behalf, have done so 
for freedom and democracy. 

Freedom and democracy is nothing 
more than politics and government, 
and our politics and government have 
become too small, too petty, and too 
cynical. These are big issues that are 
life-and-death issues and we need to 
raise up the conversation in this coun-
try. 

This bill is an example of working to-
gether to provide money so that people 
will continue to go to these facilities 
to remember the suffering that has 
been visited upon us, and to rededicate 
ourselves to the promise of America. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Ms. TSONGAS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself the balance of my time. 

Each year, we take time on this som-
ber anniversary to mourn and remem-
ber those lost, and to honor and pay 
tribute to the extraordinary heroism 
displayed by firefighters, first respond-
ers, and ordinary citizens whose service 
and sacrifice prevented the loss of life 
from being even greater, and who con-
tinued to serve and protect our com-
munities every day. We express our sin-
cere gratitude to those serving over-
seas on our behalf. 

The 9/11 Memorial & Museum at the 
World Trade Center provides our Na-
tion a place of reflection and remem-
brance, not only for the September 11, 
2001, attacks, but for an earlier attack 
at the World Trade Center in 1993 as 
well. 

I want to thank and commend the 9/ 
11 Memorial Foundation for the work 
it has done since 2003 to bring the me-
morial and museum to fruition. This is 
an impressive and moving site in down-
town Manhattan that will educate mil-
lions of visitors from all over the world 
for years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Rep-
resentative MACARTHUR and Represent-
ative NADLER for bringing forward the 
legislation before us today, which 
would designate the memorial and mu-
seum as a national memorial and pro-
vide a grant to the Department of the 
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Interior for some of the resources need-
ed to interpret the stories of that fate-
ful day. 

Mr. Speaker, I support passage of 
this legislation. I urge my colleagues 
to vote ‘‘yes,’’ and I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Montana (Mr. 
GIANFORTE) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 6287, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

b 1645 

EVERY KID OUTDOORS ACT 

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 3186) to establish an Every 
Kid Outdoors program, and for other 
purposes, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 3186 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Every Kid Out-
doors Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 
(1) FEDERAL LAND AND WATERS.—The term 

‘‘Federal land and waters’’ means any Federal 
land or body of water under the jurisdiction of 
any of the Secretaries to which the public has 
access. 

(2) PROGRAM.—The term ‘‘program’’ means 
the Every Kid Outdoors program established 
under section 3(a). 

(3) SECRETARIES.—The term ‘‘Secretaries’’ 
means— 

(A) the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through— 

(i) the Director of the National Park Service; 
(ii) the Director of the United States Fish and 

Wildlife Service; 
(iii) the Director of the Bureau of Land Man-

agement; and 
(iv) the Commissioner of Reclamation; 
(B) the Secretary of Agriculture, acting 

through the Chief of the Forest Service; 
(C) the Secretary of Commerce, acting through 

the Administrator of the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration; and 

(D) the Secretary of the Army, acting through 
the Chief of Engineers of the Corps of Engi-
neers. 

(4) STATE.—The term ‘‘State’’ means each of 
the several States, the District of Columbia, 
American Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana 
Islands, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands of the 
United States, and any other territory or posses-
sion of the United States. 

(5) STUDENT OR STUDENTS.—The term ‘‘stu-
dent’’ or ‘‘students’’ means any fourth grader or 
home-schooled learner 10 years of age residing 
in the United States, including any territory or 
possession of the United States. 
SEC. 3. EVERY KID OUTDOORS PROGRAM. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretaries shall 
jointly establish a program, to be known as the 
‘‘Every Kid Outdoors program’’, to provide free 

access to Federal land and waters for students 
and accompanying individuals in accordance 
with this section. 

(b) ANNUAL PASSES.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—At the request of a student, 

the Secretaries shall issue a pass to the student, 
which allows access to Federal lands and waters 
for which access is subject to an entrance, 
standard amenity, or day use fee, free of charge 
for the student and— 

(A) in the case of a per-vehicle fee area— 
(i) any passengers accompanying the student 

in a private, noncommercial vehicle; or 
(ii) not more than 3 adults accompanying the 

student on bicycles; or 
(B) in the case of a per-person fee area, not 

more than 3 adults accompanying the student. 
(2) TERM.—A pass described in paragraph (1) 

shall be effective during the period beginning on 
September 1 and ending on August 31 of the fol-
lowing year. 

(3) PRESENCE OF A STUDENT IN GRADE FOUR 
REQUIRED.—A pass described in paragraph (1) 
shall be effective only if the student to which 
the pass was issued is present at the point of 
entry to the applicable Federal land or water. 

(c) OTHER ACTIVITIES.—In carrying out the 
program, the Secretaries— 

(1) may collaborate with State Park systems 
that opt to implement a complementary Every 
Kid Outdoors State park pass; 

(2) may coordinate with the Secretary of Edu-
cation to implement the program; 

(3) shall maintain a publicly available website 
with information about the program; 

(4) may provide visitor services for the pro-
gram; and 

(5) may support approved partners of the Fed-
eral land and waters by providing the partners 
with opportunities to participate in the pro-
gram. 

(d) REPORTS.—The Secretary of the Interior, 
in coordination with each Secretary, shall pre-
pare a comprehensive report to Congress each 
year describing— 

(1) the implementation of the program; 
(2) the number and geographical distribution 

of students who participated in the program; 
and 

(3) the number of passes described in sub-
section (b)(1) that were distributed. 

(e) SUNSET.—The authorities provided in this 
Act, including the reporting requirement, shall 
expire on the date that is seven years after the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Montana (Mr. GIANFORTE) and the gen-
tlewoman from Massachusetts (Ms. 
TSONGAS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Montana. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
extraneous materials on the bill under 
consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Montana? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

The Every Kid in a Park program 
launched in 2015 as part of the National 
Park Service’s centennial anniversary 
to encourage the next generation of 
park visitors. The program offers 
fourth graders and their families free 
entrance to our national parks. To 
date, Every Kid in a Park has enabled 

more than 350,000 fourth graders to use 
our national parks and public lands as 
outdoor classrooms. I have personally 
seen the positive impacts visiting na-
tional parks, historic sites, and recre-
ation areas can have on young people 
in my home State of Montana. 

Special places like Glacier National 
Park, Little Bighorn Battlefield Na-
tional Monument, Bighorn Canyon Na-
tional Recreation Area, and the Upper 
Missouri River Breaks National Monu-
ment will be more accessible to fourth 
graders from all over the country with 
the passage of this bill. 

H.R. 3186 codifies this program by di-
recting seven agencies to jointly estab-
lish the Every Kid Outdoors program 
to provide any fourth grader in the 
U.S. with a pass to gain free access to 
Federal lands and waters. This includes 
the National Park Service, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, the Bureau 
of Land Management, the Bureau of 
Reclamation, the U.S. Forest Service, 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge adoption of this 
measure, and I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 

Washington, DC, June 14, 2018. 
Hon. ROB BISHOP, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN BISHOP: Thank you for the 
opportunity to review the relevant provi-
sions of the text of H.R. 3186, the Every Kid 
Outdoors Act, which was favorably reported 
out of your Committee on May 16, 2018. As 
you are aware, the bill was primarily re-
ferred to the Committee on Natural Re-
sources, while the Agriculture Committee 
received an additional referral. 

I recognize and appreciate your desire to 
bring this legislation before the House in an 
expeditious manner. Accordingly, I agree to 
discharge H.R. 3186 from further consider-
ation by the Committee on Agriculture. I do 
so with the understanding that by dis-
charging the bill, the Committee on Agri-
culture does not waive any future jurisdic-
tional claim on this or similar matters. Fur-
ther, the Committee on Agriculture reserves 
the right to seek the appointment of con-
ferees, if it should become necessary. 

I ask that you insert a copy of our ex-
change of letters into the Congressional 
Record during consideration of this measure 
on the House floor. 

Thank you for your courtesy in this mat-
ter and I look forward to continued coopera-
tion between our respective committees. 

Sincerely, 
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, 

Chairman. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, August 1, 2018. 
HON. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On May 16, 2018, the 
Committee on Natural Resources ordered fa-
vorably reported H.R. 3186, the Every Kid 
Outdoors Act. This bill was additionally re-
ferred to the Committee on Agriculture. 

I thank you for allowing the Committee on 
Agriculture to be discharged from further 
consideration of the bill so that it may be 
scheduled by the Majority Leader. This dis-
charge in no way affects your jurisdiction 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:14 Sep 13, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00031 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12SE7.057 H12SEPT1dl
hi

ll 
on

 D
S

K
3G

LQ
08

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-10-08T03:55:24-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




