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character, to come to our aid, with all dis-
patch—The enemy is receiving reinforce-
ments daily & will no doubt increase to three
or four thousand in four or five days. If this
call is neglected, I am determined to sustain
myself as long as possible & die like a soldier
who never forgets what is due to his own
honor & that of his country—

Victory or Death.

WILLIAM BARRETT TRAVIS.
Lt. Col. comdt.

P.S. The Lord is on our side—When the
enemy appeared in sight we had not three
bushels of corn—We have since found in de-
serted houses 80 or 90 bushels and got into
the walls 20 or 30 head of Beeves.

Travis.

Mr. POE of Texas. And that is just
the way it is.

————

IDEA PARITY FOR OUTLYING
AREAS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) for 5 minutes.

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today
I introduce the IDEA Parity for Out-
lying Areas Act, which would amend
the Individuals with Disabilities Edu-
cation Act to better support students
with disabilities in our smaller U.S.
territories and the Freely Associated
States.

During my final congressional ad-
dress to my constituents in Guam, I
pledged to sponsor this important leg-
islation for our youngsters and stu-
dents with disabilities, as well as their
families.

I want to give special recognition to
Ms. Nadia Pablo, who interned in my
office this past summer, for her work
in developing this legislation with my
staff. Ms. Pablo currently attends Vir-
ginia Commonwealth University, where
she is studying to become an occupa-
tional therapist and pursue a reward-
ing career working with people with
disabilities.

The IDEA Parity for Outlying Areas
Act would ensure that American
Samoa, Guam, the Northern Mariana
Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands,
classified as outlying areas by the U.S.
Department of Education, receive their
fair share of Federal funding to serve
students with disabilities and their
families.

The intent of Congress, outlined in
current Federal law, is that the U.S.
Department of Education set aside a
fixed percentage of available Federal
funding each year for the four outlying
U.S. territories and the three Freely
Associated States in the Pacific.

However, the U.S. Department of
Education frequently allocates far less
than the 1 percent reserved for the out-
lying areas under current law. So, to
fix this, my bill would require the U.S.
Department of Education to reserve
the full 1 percent of available IDEA
funding each year for the outlying
areas, as Congress always intended.

This will ensure that special edu-
cation in American Samoa, Guam, the
Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S.
Virgin Islands gets full Federal fund-
ing.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

It will also ensure that the U.S. De-
partment of Education provides ade-
quate support for special education in
the Federated States of Micronesia, the
Republic of the Marshall Islands, and
the Republic of Palau consistent with
the Compacts of Free Association be-
tween the U.S. and those allied coun-
tries.

There are some 7,177 students with
disabilities in the outlying U.S. terri-
tories and the Freely Associated
States, all of whom would benefit
under this bill. According to the most
recent figures, Guam recorded more
than 2,020 students with disabilities,
including 171 preschoolers with disabil-
ities.

Our territorial Departments of Edu-
cation are chronically underfunded,
and many developmental and learning
disabilities simply go undiagnosed. So
we desperately need Federal support
under the IDEA.

Instantly, and importantly, my bill
would also make Guam and the other
outlying U.S. territories eligible to re-
ceive IDEA funding for preschoolers,
children ages 3 to 5, with disabilities.
Under current law, American Samoa,
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands are not eli-
gible to receive U.S. Department of
Education funding for preschoolers
with disabilities.

Finally, my bill removes a number of
antiquated and unnecessary restric-
tions in current law to allow the U.S.
Department of Education to exercise
the same flexibility in awarding IDEA
funding to the territories as the De-
partment may do so under other pro-
grams.

As a daughter of a schoolteacher,
with many members in my family as
part of education, and someone in-
volved in special education on Guam
over many, many years, the education
of our island’s youngsters with disabil-
ities is very close to my heart. Stu-
dents with disabilities in the terri-
tories deserve nothing less than the
full support of their Federal Govern-
ment, and that is exactly what my bill
would provide.

While I will be leaving Congress at
the end of this year, I am confident
that my colleagues from the other ter-
ritories will take on my IDEA Parity
for Outlying Areas Act in the next Con-
gress, and I look forward to supporting
them in that important work in any
way that I can.

———
NATIONAL RECOVERY MONTH

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Georgia (Mr. CARTER) for 5 minutes.

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to celebrate September
being National Recovery Month. Spon-
sored by the Substance Abuse and Men-
tal Health Services Administration,
SAMHSA, I encourage everyone to
take time this month to reach out to
those they know who are suffering or
have suffered from mental and sub-
stance abuse disorders.
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Currently, 115 people die every day
from an opioid overdose. Clearly, that
is way too many and, sadly, only one
example of numerous types of mental
and substance abuse disorders in the
United States.

If you or anyone you know is strug-
gling, there are resources available, in-
cluding the National Suicide Preven-

tion Lifeline, SAMHSA’s National
Helpline, and more. SAMHSA’s
website, www.samhsa.gov, has these

phone numbers, treatment center loca-
tions, grant applications for local gov-
ernments, and general health informa-
tion.

With hard work, smart policy deci-
sions, and a dedicated American public,
we can turn these numbers around.

————
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 1918
INFLUENZA PANDEMIC

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to remember the 100th
anniversary of the 1918 influenza pan-

demic, one of the most deadly
pandemics in human history called the
Spanish flu.

The illness claimed 675,000 lives. No
part of the United States was immune
to the Spanish flu, and it claimed vic-
tims of all ages, urban and rural citi-
zens alike.

Sadly, we still do not know exactly
what caused the 1918 epidemic, but,
even today, deadly strains of the flu
are still possible.

It is important that we remember the
1918 Spanish flu epidemic to remind
ourselves how important it is to
strongly invest in research and devel-
opment for lifesaving medications that
may prevent a future outbreak, like
the one in 1918.

As we enter into the new flu season,
I encourage everyone to see your doc-
tor, see your pharmacist, and get your
flu vaccine.

UNSPEAKABLE SUFFERING OF
THE ROHINGYA PEOPLE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) for 5 minutes.

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise, once
again, to speak about the unspeakable
suffering of the Rohingya people.

Two recent developments have accen-
tuated the vital need for the House to
speak formally and clearly about this
human disaster.

First, last month, a factfinding mis-
sion of the United Nations spelled out
what is undeniable, that Burma’s
Rohingya Muslim population has been
subjected to ‘‘systemic oppression’’
culminating in so-called clearance op-
erations that ‘‘targeted and terrorized
the entire Rohingya population.”

The U.N. report called for Burma’s
military leaders to be investigated and
prosecuted on charges of genocide,
crimes against humanity, and war
crimes related to the atrocities com-
mitted against the Rohingya.

Let me quote directly from the U.N.
report on the violence and brutally in-
flicted on the Rohingya by operations
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conducted by the Burmese military
last year:

“The ‘clearance operations’ con-
stituted a human rights catastrophe.
Thousands of Rohingya were Kkilled or

injured. Mass killings were Dper-
petrated. . . . Villagers were gathered
together, before men and boys were

separated and killed. . . . Women and
girls were taken to nearby houses,
gang raped, then killed or severely in-
jured. Bodies were transported in mili-
tary vehicles, burned and disposed of in
mass graves.”’
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“Villagers were Kkilled by soldiers,
and sometimes Rakhine men, using
large bladed weapons. Others were
killed in arson attacks, burned to
death in their own houses. In some
cases, people were forced into burning
houses or locked into buildings set on
fire. Rape and other forms of sexual vi-
olence were perpetrated on a massive
scale.”

Secondly, reporters who have at-
tempted to expose these atrocities in
Burma have been targeted for harass-
ment and arrest. Just last week, two
reporters from Reuters were sentenced
to 7 years in prison by a Burmese court
for violating state-secret laws in what
has been widely reported as a sham
process.

During their court proceedings, a po-
lice official testified he had been or-
dered to entrap these journalists. This
is nothing less than an effort to sup-
press the truth.

The leader of Burma’s civilian gov-
ernment, Aung San Suu Kyi, must pur-
sue the immediate and unconditional
release of these courageous reporters.
Anything less represents a betrayal of
justice and democracy.

Earlier this year, Burma’s national
security advisor made a series of com-
ments designed to deny or downplay
any violence and atrocities against the
Rohingya, saying the vast majority re-
main in Burma, and ‘if it was geno-
cide, they would all be driven out.”

He went on to declare that the Bur-
mese Government ‘“‘would like to have
clear evidence’ of ethnic cleansing and
genocide. The evidence, of course, is
overwhelming, as presented in the cur-
rent and previous U.N. reports.

The fact is that Suu Kyi and the ci-
vilian government too often excuse or
deny genocide. The U.N. report stated
that she failed to use her position or
moral authority to protect the
Rohingya, and that civilian authorities
have, instead, ‘‘spread false narratives’’
about the atrocities.

Some have preached patience with
Suu Kyi, noting that she does not have
direct authority over Burma’s mili-
tary. They say that there is a danger
the military may dismantle the civil-
ian government if she raises concerns
about their brutal and murderous re-
pression of the Rohingya.

I met personally with Suu Kyi a few
years ago as part of a delegation led by
NANCY PELOSI. Her story of not only
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perseverance but triumph over oppres-
sion was an inspiration to all of us.

But none of this justifies silence in
the face of genocide.

Over three-quarters of a million
Rohingya have been forced to flee their
homes to seek refuge in neighboring
Bangladesh. Many thousands have been
killed, raped, and beaten as described
earlier. Dozens of villages have been
burned and bulldozed into oblivion.

The civilian government has the
power to free the two jailed reporters
who have exposed particular cases of
violence against the Rohingya.

Mr. Speaker, | rise once again to speak
about the unspeakable suffering of the
Rohingya people.

Two recent developments have accentuated
the vital need for the House to speak formally
and clearly about this human disaster.

First, last month, a fact-finding mission of
the United Nations spelled out what is undeni-
able—that Burma’s Rohingya Muslim popu-
lation has been subjected to “systemic op-
pression” culminating in so-called clearance
operations that “targeted and terrorized the
entire Rohingya population.”

The UN report called for Burma’s (also
known as Myanmar) military leaders to be in-
vestigated and prosecuted on charges of
genocide, crimes against humanity, and war
crimes related to the atrocities committed
against the Rohingya.

Let me quote directly from the UN report on
the violence and brutality inflicted on the
Rohingya by operations conducted by the Bur-
mese military last year:

The ‘‘clearance operation’ constituted a
human rights catastrophe. Thousands of
Rohingya were killed or injured. Mass
killings were perpetrated . . . villagers were
gathered together, before men and boys were
separated and killed ... women and girls
were taken to nearby houses, gang raped,
then killed or severely injured. Bodies were
transported in military vehicles, burned and
disposed of in mass graves.

Villagers were Kkilled by soldiers, and
sometimes Rakhine men, using large bladed
weapons. Others were Kkilled in arson at-
tacks, burned to death in their own houses.
In some cases, people were forced into burn-
ing houses, or locked into buildings set on
fire. Rape and other forms of sexual violence
were perpetrated on a massive scale.

Second, reporters who have attempted to
expose these atrocities in Burma have been
targeted for harassment and arrest. Just last
week, two reporters from Reuters were sen-
tenced to seven years in prison by a Burmese
court for violating state secrets laws in what
has been widely reported as a sham process.

During their court proceeding, a police offi-
cial testified he had been ordered to entrap
these journalists.

This is nothing less than an effort to sup-
press the truth. The leader of Burma’s civilian
government, Aung San Suu Kyi, must pursue
the immediate and unconditional release of
these courageous reporters. Anything less
represents a betrayal of justice and democ-
racy.

Earlier this year, Burma’s National Security
Advisor (Thaung Tun) made a series of com-
ments designed to deny or downplay any vio-
lence and atrocities against the Rohingya,
saying the vast majority remain in Burma, and
“if it was genocide, they would all be driven
out.”
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He went on to declare that the Burmese
government “would like to have clear evi-
dence” of ethnic cleansing and genocide. The
evidence of course is overwhelming, as pre-
sented in the current and previous UN reports.

The fact is that Suu Kyi and the civilian gov-
ernment too often excuse or deny genocide.
The UN report stated that she failed to use
her position or moral authority to protect the
Rohingya, and that civilian authorities have in-
stead “spread false narratives” about the
atrocities.

Some have preached patience with Suu Kyi,
noting that she does not have direct authority
over Burma’s military. They say there is a
danger the military may dismantle the civilian
government if she raises concerns about their
brutal and murderous repression of the
Rohingya.

I met personally with Suu Kyi a few years
ago as part of a delegation led by NANCY
PELOSI. Her story of not only perseverance but
triumph over oppression was an inspiration to
all of us.

But none of this justifies silence in the face
of genocide.

Over three-quarters of a million Rohingya
have been forced to flee their homes in Burma
to seek refuge in neighboring Bangladesh.
Many thousands have been killed, beaten, and
raped. Dozens of villages have been burned
and bulldozed into oblivion.

The civilian government has the power to
free the two jailed reporters who have ex-
posed particular cases of violence against the
Rohingya. Wa Lone and Kyaw Soe Oo should
not be imprisoned for shining a light on the
truth.

Congresswoman SCHAKOWSKY is leading ef-
forts to urge Secretary of State Pompeo to de-
mand their immediate release in direct discus-
sions with Suu Kyi, saying “this case is only
the latest example of the ongoing erosion of
press freedom in Burma, especially directed at
those covering military abuses.”

Representatives JOAQUIN CASTRO and ANN
WAGNER have sent a letter directly to Suu Kyi
urging the journalists’ release after being sen-
tenced for, in their words, “their commitment
to a central role of a free press—speaking
truth to power.”

Nikki Haley, the U.S. Ambassador to the
United Nations, has said “the conviction of two
journalists for doing their job is another terrible
stain on the Burmese government.”

Last week, | introduced H. Res. 1057, call-
ing on Suu Kyi to move to immediately and
unconditionally free the two reporters. It builds
on an earlier resolution that | joined with Sen-
ator DURBIN and the late Senator McCain that
called for both military and civilian authorities
to end the violent repression of the Rohingya.

| urged that we in the House carry out our
solemn duty and come together now and
speak with one voice. We should pass a reso-
lution right now saying that jailing reporters for
exposing the truth is a grave injustice, espe-
cially when that truth is the crime of genocide.

We cannot wait to respond to this injustice
when it is convenient or safe. Those whose
voices have been suppressed through vio-
lence and cruelty need us to speak for them
now. We must not fail them.

———
RECOGNIZING CROYDON FIRE
COMPANY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
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