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Mr. Speaker, we have all met young 

people who haven’t been inspired in a 
traditional classroom setting. We all 
know people who have lost jobs or are 
underemployed and are looking for 
good-paying, family-sustaining jobs. 

We all know people who are aspiring 
for a promotion but keep falling short 
year after year. We all know people 
who are living in poverty. Maybe their 
families have been living in poverty for 
generations, for so long they can’t even 
remember what put them there in the 
first place. A career in technical edu-
cation is a pathway forward for each 
and every one of these people. CTE 
gives people from all walks of life an 
opportunity to succeed. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 14 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 
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AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SIMPSON) at 10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

We give You thanks, O God, for giv-
ing us another day. 

Bless the Members of the minority 
party as they prepare to gather these 
next days. May they, with those who 
accompany them, travel safely and 
meet in peace. 

Bless, also, the majority party as 
they return to their constituencies. 
Give them hearts and ears to listen, to 
listen well to all those whom they rep-
resent. 

May the work that needs to be done 
presently result in progress toward ad-
dressing the needs of the Nation to the 
benefit of all. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, pur-
suant to clause 1, rule I, I demand a 
vote on agreeing to the Speaker’s ap-
proval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I ob-
ject to the vote on the ground that a 
quorum is not present and make the 
point of order that a quorum is not 
present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
COSTELLO) come forward and lead the 
House in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side of 
the aisle. 

f 

IMPORTANCE OF STABILIZING THE 
INDIVIDUAL HEALTH INSURANCE 
MARKET 

(Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to reiterate the 
critical importance of stabilizing the 
individual health insurance market. 

My focus continues to be for Penn-
sylvanians to have access to affordable 
and quality healthcare. To this end, I 
have introduced H.R. 4666, the Pre-
mium Relief Act, legislation that 
would provide funding for cost-sharing 
reduction payments for 2017, 2019, and 
2020. CSR’s lower cost sharing for thou-
sands of Pennsylvanians who purchased 
low-deductible, high-quality health in-
surance. 

My bill includes a patient and state 
stability fund. Because this fund is 
guaranteed by the Federal Govern-
ment, it would provide certainty to in-
surers when they set their rates. The 
stability fund can result in lower pre-
miums for my constituents and many 
across the country by providing fund-
ing for copayments, coinsurance, pre-
ventative care, maternity care, treat-
ment for mental health and substance 
disorders, among other needs. 

Mr. Speaker, this temporary Federal 
fallback will provide States with the 
necessary time to implement a 
thoughtful, carefully tailored program 
that best fits the needs of each State’s 
unique patient population. 

I urge my colleagues to consider add-
ing their name as a cosponsor to my 
legislation. 

TREASON IS NO LAUGHING 
MATTER 

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to make it clear that treason is 
not a laughing matter. It is a serious 
crime embedded in the Constitution, 
punishable by death. But since your 
Commander in Chief chose to raise it 
at a political rally, let’s have a discus-
sion about treason. 

Is it treason for a Presidential cam-
paign to meet with a hostile foreign 
power to sell out our democracy and 
rig the election? 

Is it treason for a Presidential cam-
paign to meet with Russian spies who 
promised information that was nega-
tive about a political opponent and 
then failed to report that meeting to 
law enforcement officials? 

Is it treason for your former National 
Security Adviser to be a Russian asset 
sitting at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue 
doing the bidding of Vladimir Putin? 

How dare you lecture us about trea-
son. This is not a dictatorship. It is a 
democracy, and we do not have to 
stand for a reality show host 
masquerading as President of the 
United States of America. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to refrain from en-
gaging in personalities toward the 
President. 

f 

PAKISTAN IS A MENACE TO RELI-
GIOUS FREEDOM AND A SUP-
PORTER OF TERROR 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the 
State Department has announced that 
it is adding Pakistan to a special watch 
list for severe violations of religious 
freedom. The long overdue decision 
recognizes that Pakistan’s shameful 
policies target and encourage violence 
against religious minorities, primarily 
Christians. Pakistan’s blasphemy laws 
declare open season for attacks on 
these already persecuted communities. 

Pakistan also lets radical Islamic 
terrorist groups like the Afghanistan 
Taliban Network, Haqqani Network, 
and al-Qaida go unchallenged in Paki-
stan. This makes Pakistan one of the 
most dangerous places in the world for 
Christians. Just last month, ISIS sui-
cide bombers struck a densely packed 
church in Pakistan, killing nine and 
wounding dozens. 

I applaud the President’s decision to 
reexamine our relationship with Paki-
stan and freeze military aid. Pakistan 
has played the United States for too 
long. We cannot continue to provide 
billions of dollars to a country that 
fosters terrorism and hate. 

And that is just the way it is. 
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CONCERNS REGARDING THE NEW 

NUCLEAR POSTURE REVIEW 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
with all that is going on in Wash-
ington, D.C., these days, it is really 
hard to keep up with some things that 
are amazingly consequential. One item 
that is flying below the radar screen is 
the new Nuclear Posture Review from 
the Trump administration. They are 
talking about expanding our nuclear 
arsenal, embarking us on a path of 
spending $1.2 trillion. 

Not only do we have more than we 
need already that we can’t afford to 
use and pay for; we are talking about 
other elements here that are dis-
turbing: developing new destabilizing 
nuclear weapons; being able to use nu-
clear weapons in nonnuclear situa-
tions, for example, responding to cyber 
attacks when you might not even know 
who did it. 

We still have all these land based bal-
listic missiles in silos on hair-trigger 
alert. We just saw the vulnerability 
there in Hawaii with the recent mis-
taken threat of an attack send a whole 
state into panic. 

We need to take a hard look at how 
to do this right before it is too late. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF VIETNAM 
HERO THOMAS COREY 

(Mr. MAST asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MAST. Mr. Speaker, I dedicate 
my time today to a man whom I am 
honored to represent in Congress. His 
name is Mr. Thomas Corey, a decorated 
Vietnam hero who proudly served our 
country as a combat infantryman. 

During the 1968 Tet Offensive, he re-
ceived an enemy round in the neck 
that struck his spinal cord, leaving 
him paralyzed, a quadriplegic for life. 
But with true American grit, that did 
not stop him from dedicating his life 
and his work to our veterans and to our 
country. He was a tireless patient ad-
vocate, working on medical research 
and family support for disabled vet-
erans. 

Mr. Corey returned to Vietnam 16 
times, promoting reconciliation for in-
dividual veterans, accounting for those 
missing in action, and to study the 
health effects of Agent Orange. For 
these extraordinary efforts, he was 
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize. 
He was also the first recipient of the 
Vietnam Veterans of America Com-
mendation Medal, their highest award 
for service. 

Mr. Corey, your Nation is grateful to 
you. I am grateful for you. America is 
proud and blessed to have men like you 
who never stop fighting for this coun-
try on and off the battlefield. And, Mr. 
Corey, I salute you. 

RECOGNIZING THE AFRICAN 
AMERICAN MUSEUM OF BUCKS 
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA 

(Mr. FITZPATRICK asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 
February is African American History 
Month, and I rise today to recognize 
the African American Museum of 
Bucks County, Pennsylvania, in my 
district, for the work that they do in 
our community. 

With the mission of promoting an un-
derstanding and appreciation for the 
African-American experience by focus-
ing on history, education, inspiration, 
and building up the community, they 
are already having a huge impact. 

I had the opportunity to meet with 
many of the women and men who are 
responsible for the museum when they 
came down to Washington, D.C., in De-
cember, and I would like to recognize 
them now: 

President Linda Salley; Vice Presi-
dent Bill Reed; Secretary Nancy Bell; 
Correspondence Secretary Robyn John-
son; Treasurer Nicole Brown; Assistant 
Treasurer Alonzo Salley; and the 
founders: Harvey Spencer, Sr.; Millard 
Mitchel; Natalie Kaye; Merian 
Frieberg; Carole Johnson; Mechelle 
Connors; and Deal Wright. 

Mr. Speaker, the mission of the Afri-
can American Museum of Bucks Coun-
ty is an extremely important one. I 
commend all those involved, and I wish 
them continued success and continued 
growth. 

I encourage everyone in our commu-
nity to get involved and to support this 
outstanding organization. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 772, COMMON SENSE NU-
TRITION DISCLOSURE ACT OF 
2017; PROVIDING FOR CONSIDER-
ATION OF H.R. 1153, MORTGAGE 
CHOICE ACT OF 2017; PROVIDING 
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R. 
4771, SMALL BANK HOLDING COM-
PANY RELIEF ACT OF 2018; AND 
FOR OTHER PURPOSES 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, by direction 
of the Committee on Rules, I call up 
House Resolution 725 and ask for its 
immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 725 
Resolved, That upon adoption of this reso-

lution it shall be in order to consider in the 
House the bill (H.R. 772) to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to im-
prove and clarify certain disclosure require-
ments for restaurants and similar retail food 
establishments, and to amend the authority 
to bring proceedings under section 403A. All 
points of order against consideration of the 
bill are waived. The amendment in the na-
ture of a substitute recommended by the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce now 
printed in the bill shall be considered as 
adopted. The bill, as amended, shall be con-
sidered as read. All points of order against 
provisions in the bill, as amended, are 

waived. The previous question shall be con-
sidered as ordered on the bill, as amended, 
and on any further amendment thereto, to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept: (1) one hour of debate equally divided 
and controlled by the chair and ranking mi-
nority member of the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce; and (2) one motion to recom-
mit with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 1153) to amend the Truth in Lend-
ing Act to improve upon the definitions pro-
vided for points and fees in connection with 
a mortgage transaction. All points of order 
against consideration of the bill are waived. 
The bill shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill 
are waived. The previous question shall be 
considered as ordered on the bill and on any 
amendment thereto to final passage without 
intervening motion except: (1) one hour of 
debate equally divided and controlled by the 
chair and ranking minority member of the 
Committee on Financial Services; and (2) 
one motion to recommit. 

SEC. 3. Upon adoption of this resolution it 
shall be in order to consider in the House the 
bill (H.R. 4771) to raise the consolidated as-
sets threshold under the small bank holding 
company policy statement, and for other 
purposes. All points of order against consid-
eration of the bill are waived. An amend-
ment in the nature of a substitute consisting 
of the text of Rules Committee Print 115-57 
shall be considered as adopted. The bill, as 
amended, shall be considered as read. All 
points of order against provisions in the bill, 
as amended, are waived. The previous ques-
tion shall be considered as ordered on the 
bill, as amended, and on any further amend-
ment thereto, to final passage without inter-
vening motion except: (1) one hour of debate 
equally divided and controlled by the chair 
and ranking minority member of the Com-
mittee on Financial Services; and (2) one 
motion to recommit with or without instruc-
tions. 

SEC. 4. The requirement of clause 6(a) of 
rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to consider a 
report from the Committee on Rules on the 
same day it is presented to the House is 
waived with respect to any resolution re-
ported through the legislative day of Feb-
ruary 9, 2018. 

SEC. 5. It shall be in order at any time on 
the legislative day of February 8, 2018, or 
February 9, 2018, for the Speaker to entertain 
motions that the House suspend the rules as 
though under clause 1 of rule XV. The Speak-
er or his designee shall consult with the Mi-
nority Leader or her designee on the designa-
tion of any matter for consideration pursu-
ant to this section. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Colorado is recognized for 
1 hour. 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, for the pur-
pose of debate only, I yield the cus-
tomary 30 minutes to the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. HASTINGS), pending 
which I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. During consideration of 
this resolution, all time yielded is for 
the purpose of debate only. 

b 1015 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members have 5 
legislative days to revise and extend 
their remarks. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Colorado? 
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