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Members signed this letter for reau-
thorization. I want you to know that I
understand that we have differences,
and I understand that I am focused on
affordability as one of the important
aspects of any reauthorization bill.

I do know that some on the other
side are concerned about how many
times flooding will take place where
people will have to be reestablished,
the homes rebuilt, repairs done, how
many times. I know all of that. We
know all of that. But we are here now,
and we have no choice. We have got to
pass this bill this evening. A clear bill
that will reauthorize for 4 months, and
then let’s have Mr. DUFFY have another
shout out loud about how we are going
to do a long-term reauthorization bill
when we take up the bill after the 4
months.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. HENSARLING. I am prepared to
close, Mr. Speaker. I think I have the
right to close.

Ms. MAXINE WATERS of California.
Mr. Speaker, I have no more speakers,
and I am prepared to close.

Mr. Speaker, I yield myself the re-
mainder of my time.

Mr. Speaker, partisan gamesmanship
and harmful reforms passed out of the
house stalled the NFIP’s long-term re-
authorization for long enough. While I
would prefer a longer term reauthoriza-
tion of this important program, I
strongly support today’s 4-month ex-
tension to provide homeowners, busi-
nesses, renters, and communities with
the certainty they deserve.

But make no mistake. This short-
term reauthorization does not absolve
Congress of its responsibility to reau-
thorize the flood insurance program for
the long term. It is past time for Con-
gress to do its job and pass a long-term
reauthorization that will ensure Amer-
icans are protected this and every hur-
ricane season to come.

Mr. Speaker, flooding is truly a hum-
bling and equalizing force. It brings out
the best of America during the worst of
times, with everyone putting aside
their differences to come together to
help one another in our time of need.

Now it is time for Congress to do the
same thing. We must put partisanship
and ideology aside and ensure the con-
tinued affordability and availability of
coverage for millions of Americans.
The long-term reauthorization of the
NFIP that ensures affordable flood in-
surance continues to be available to
communities across our country must
be Congress’ priority when we return
from the August recess.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker,
may I inquire how much time I have
remaining.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from Texas has 12 minutes re-
maining.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I
yield myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, deja vu all over again.
This House has been here many times
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before. In fact, we have had 41 reau-
thorizations of this program, 38 with no
reforms.

So, a vote for S. 1182 is a vote for the
status quo. And what is the status quo?
The status quo is people in harm’s way
who have homes that flood five, six,
seven, and eight times, putting their
lives in danger and burdening the tax-
payer at the same time.

A vote for S. 1182 is a vote to ensure
that we continue to have more red ink
as far as the eye can see. Mr. Speaker,
$40 billion of taxpayer subsidies to the
program already. A vote for S. 1182 is a
vote to protect a government monop-
oly.

The ranking member spoke about af-
fordability. Well, the irony is, if we had
market competition, we would have
more affordable flood insurance, but we
don’t have market competition.

When is enough enough? When do we
finally act? If we can vote down this,
we can vote in favor of reforms, which
is what we should have done in the
first place. For us to do the same thing
over and over again and expect a dif-
ferent result, we all know, Mr. Speak-
er, is the very definition of insanity.

I have no doubt this thing will be
voted ‘‘aye,” but it shouldn’t be, and it
is a sad day for the House.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. HEN-
SARLING) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, S. 1182, as
amended.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, on
that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

———

ALLOWING SERVICEMEMBERS TO
TERMINATE THEIR CABLE, SAT-
ELLITE TELEVISION, AND INTER-
NET ACCESS SERVICE CON-
TRACTS

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2409) to allow servicemem-
bers to terminate their cable, satellite
television, and Internet access service
contracts while deployed, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2409

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. TERMINATION OF MULTICHANNEL
VIDEO PROGRAMMING AND INTER-
NET ACCESS SERVICE CONTRACTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 305A of the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act (50 U.S.C.
3956) is amended—

(1) in the section heading, by inserting °f,
MULTICHANNEL VIDEO PROGRAMMING, AND
INTERNET ACCESS’’ after ‘‘TELEPHONE’’;
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(2) in subsection (a), by adding at the end
the following new paragraph:

‘‘(4) ADDITIONAL INDIVIDUALS COVERED.—For
purposes of this section, the following indi-
viduals shall be treated as a servicemember
covered by paragraph (1):

““(A) A spouse of a servicemember who dies
while in military service or a spouse of a
member of the reserve components who dies
while performing duty described in subpara-
graph (B).

“(B) A member of the reserve components
performing military service or performing
full-time National Guard duty, active Guard
and Reserve duty, or inactive-duty training
(as such terms are defined in section 101(d) of
title 10, United States Code).”’;

(3) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘cellular
telephone service or telephone exchange
service’”” and inserting ‘‘commercial mobile
service, telephone exchange service, Internet
access service, or multichannel video pro-
gramming service’’;

(4) in subsection (c¢), by inserting ‘‘for com-
mercial mobile service or telephone ex-
change service’ before ‘‘terminated’’;

(5) in subsection (d), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘cellular
telephone service’’ and inserting ‘‘commer-
cial mobile service”’;

(6) in subsection (e)—

(A) by striking ‘“‘For any’’ and inserting
the following:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—For any’’;

(B) by striking “If the’” and inserting the
following:

‘(2) REINSTATEMENT OF SERVICE.—If the’’;
and

(C) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) RETURN OF PROVIDER-OWNED EQUIP-
MENT.—If a servicemember terminates a con-
tract under subsection (a), the servicemem-
ber shall return any provider-owned con-
sumer premises equipment to the service
provider not later than 10 days after the date
on which service is disconnected.”’; and

(7) in subsection (g)—

(A) by redesignating paragraph (2) as para-
graph (4); and

(B) by striking paragraph (1) and inserting
the following:

‘(1) The term ‘commercial mobile service’
has the meaning given that term in section
332(d) of the Communications Act of 1934 (47
U.S.C. 332(d)).

‘(2) The term ‘multichannel video pro-
gramming service’ means a subscription
video service offered by a multichannel video
programming distributor, as that term is de-
fined in section 602 of the Communications
Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 522), over a system the
distributor owns or controls.

““(3) The term ‘provider-owned consumer
premises equipment’ means any equipment
that a provider of Internet access service or
multichannel video programming service
rents or loans to a customer during the pro-
vision of that service, including gateways,

routers, cable modems, voice-capable
modems, CableCARDs, converters, digital
adapters, remote controls, and any other

equipment provided.”’.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENTS.—

(1) TITLE HEADING.—The heading for title
IIT of the Servicemembers Civil Relief Act is
amended by striking “TELEPHONE” and in-
serting “COMMUNICATIONS”.

(2) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con-
tents in section 1(b) of the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act is amended—

(A) by striking the item relating to title
IIT and inserting the following:

“TITLE III—RENT, INSTALLMENT CON-

TRACTS, MORTGAGES, LIENS, ASSIGN-

MENT, LEASES, COMMUNICATIONS
SERVICE CONTRACTS”;
and
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(B) by striking the item relating to section
305A and inserting the following:

‘“Sec. 305A. Termination of telephone, mul-
tichannel video programming,
and Internet access service con-
tracts.”.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FITZPATRICK). Pursuant to the rule, the
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. ROE)
and the gentleman from California (Mr.
TAKANO) each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and insert extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2409, as amended.

The Servicemembers Civil Relief Act,
SCRA, was enacted by Congress to pro-
tect Active Duty servicemembers and
members of the National Guard and
Reserve from financial charges and ju-
dicial obligations that could incur due
to their military service.

As most Americans know, cell phone
companies charge early-termination
fees if a user cancels an agreement for
service with the carrier before their
contract has expired. SCRA currently
allows a servicemember who is ordered
to move or deploy for longer than 90
days to cancel their cell phone con-
tract without paying those fees. How-
ever, it does not explicitly protect
servicemembers from having to pay
early-termination fees for cable, sat-
ellite TV, or Internet access contracts.

H.R. 2409, as amended, which is spon-
sored by Congressman RYAN COSTELLO
of Pennsylvania, would fix this in-
equity. I am grateful for his efforts in
this bill to acknowledge that service-
members would be given the same type
of protections for cable, satellite TV,
and Internet contracts as those already
in place for cell phone devices.

The bill would also extend those pro-
tections to surviving spouses of serv-
icemembers who are killed while on
Active Duty.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Congressman
COSTELLO for bringing this bill forward,
and I reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
2409, as amended, to allow certain serv-
icemembers to terminate their cable,
satellite television, and Internet serv-
ice contracts while deployed. This is an
important part of modernizing the
Servicemembers Civil Relief Act and
helps it reflect the current lifestyle of
servicemembers.

Internet and television access have
become necessities in the modern
world. The SCRA is key to protecting
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the rights of servicemembers and al-
lowing them to fulfill their service ob-
ligations.

I would like to thank the chairman
for working with the minority to
match this bill to the changes we are
making under H.R. 5882, as amended,
the Gold Star Spouses Leasing Relief
Act, which we will also be voting on
today.

I would also like to thank the chair-
man for working with us on including
National Guard and reservist service-
members who are killed while on duty.

Lastly, I want to recognize Mr. KIL-
MER and Mr. MCGOVERN for working
with Mr. COSTELLO to bring this impor-
tant bill forward.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. COSTELLO), author
of the bill and former member of the
Committee on Veterans Affairs.

Mr. COSTELLO of Pennsylvania. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today in support of H.R.
2409, bipartisan legislation I introduced
with Congressman KILMER.

I want to thank Congressman KILMER
for his work with me on this bill. I also
want to recognize the very stellar lead-
ership of Chairman ROE on the VA
Committee and Ranking Member
TAKANO, as well as all the VA staff
seated behind me and those not seated
behind me, but who work every day to
make that a highly performing com-
mittee here in the House.

When our brave servicemembers are
preparing to relocate or deploy because
of Active Duty orders, they should not
have to navigate costly and time-con-
suming cancelation fees and policies.
Under current law, protections are
granted to servicemembers with mili-
tary orders for certain civil agree-
ments, including rental leases or cell
phone contracts; but they cannot ter-
minate their cable, satellite television,
and Internet access service contracts
while deployed without incurring
early-termination fees.

Our legislation, very simply, fixes
this by updating the Servicemembers
Civil Relief Act to include pay TV and
Internet service contracts. While some
States already do provide relief for pay
TV or Internet services, this legisla-
tion would update the act to enact a
policy at the Federal level, ensuring
servicemembers and their families re-
ceive uniform assistance no matter in
which State they reside.

Mr. Speaker, I would again like to
thank Chairman ROE for his support
and his work to pass H.R. 2409. I would
also like to thank Andrew and Erica in
my office for their work on this impor-
tant bill as well.

Mr. Speaker, it is our responsibility
to help provide peace of mind to our
servicemembers and their families
when they prepare to deploy, so I urge
my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. KILMER), my good friend.
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Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of this bill, which will
allow our servicemembers to terminate
their cable, satellite television, and
internet contracts once they receive
orders to relocate for more than 90
days.

Listen, we ask a lot of our military
personnel and their families. I know
that because my district is home to so
many veterans and Active-Duty serv-
icemembers. I met with these amazing,
talented men and women, and they are
so impressive. They step up and they
sacrifice. They are constantly being
asked to uproot themselves and their
families across this country and all
over the world, often on very short no-
tice; and when their country calls, the
members of our Armed Forces drop ev-
erything. They have our backs, and we
should have their backs, too.

Deployed servicemembers and their
families shouldn’t have to worry about
bills piling up at home when they are
gone because they are locked into con-
tracts for television and the internet.
In the last few days at home with their
kids and spouses, they shouldn’t have
to spend a second on hold or haggling
with a customer service representative.

I am very proud to have worked
across the aisle on this bill with Rep-
resentative RYAN COSTELLO. Taking
care of our military families is an issue
that all Americans, regardless of party,
can stand behind, and I want to express
my gratitude to the chairman for his
leadership on those issues and Ranking
Member TAKANO and others on that
committee.

Listen, this bill will provide a small
measure of relief to our military mem-
bers and to their families. It is the
least we can do. I urge my colleagues
to support this bill.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
have no further speakers, and I reserve
the balance of my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I ask my
colleagues to join me in passing H.R.
2409, as amended, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
was thinking here, as we were listening
to the testimony, when I went into the
Army many, many years ago to go to
Southeast Asia, there was no internet,
there was no cable TV, and there were
no cell phones, so it was pretty easy for
me to leave then. There wasn’t much
to leave. But things have changed a lot
since then. I encourage all Members to
support H.R. 2409, as amended.

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr.
ROE) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 2409, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.
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VETERANS-SPECIFIC EDUCATION
FOR TOMORROW’S HEALTH PRO-
FESSIONALS ACT

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 2787) to establish in the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs a pilot
program instituting a clinical observa-
tion program for pre-med students pre-
paring to attend medical school, as
amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 2787

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Veterans-
Specific Education for Tomorrow’s Health
Professionals Act’ or the ““Vet HP Act”.

SEC. 2. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING DE-
PARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
PILOT PROGRAM FOR CLINICAL OB-
SERVATION BY UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS.

It is the sense of Congress that the pilot
program described in section 3(a) should be
designed to—

(1) increase the awareness, knowledge, and
empathy of future health professionals to-
ward the health conditions common to vet-
erans;

(2) increase the diversity of the recruit-
ment pool of future physicians of the Depart-
ment; and

(3) expand clinical observation opportuni-
ties for all students by encouraging students
of all backgrounds to consider a career in the
health professions.

SEC. 3. DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
PILOT PROGRAM FOR CLINICAL OB-
SERVATION BY UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs shall carry out a pilot program
for a one-year period, beginning not later
than August 15, 2021, to provide certain stu-
dents described in subsection (d) a clinical
observation experience at medical centers of
the Department of Veterans Affairs.

(b) MEDICAL CENTER SELECTION.—The Sec-
retary shall carry out the pilot program
under this section at not fewer than five
medical centers of the Department. In se-
lecting such medical centers, the Secretary
shall ensure regional diversity among such
selected medical centers.

(¢) CLINICAL OBSERVATION SESSIONS.—

(1) FREQUENCY AND DURATION.—In carrying
out the pilot program, the Secretary shall—

(A) provide at least one and not more than
three clinical observation sessions at each
medical center selected during each calendar
year;

(B) ensure that each clinical observation
session—

(i) lasts between four and six months; and

(ii) to the extent practicable, begins and
ends concurrently with one or more aca-
demic terms of an institution of higher edu-
cation (as defined in section 101 of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1001)); and

(C) ensure that the clinical observation
sessions provided at a medical center have
minimal overlap.

(2) SESSIONS.—The Secretary shall ensure
that the pilot program consists of clinical
observation sessions as follows:

(A) Each session shall allow for not fewer
than five students nor greater than 15 stu-
dents to participate in the session.

(B) Each session shall consist of not fewer
than 20 observational hours nor greater than
40 observational hours.
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(C) A majority of the observational hours
shall be spent observing a health profes-
sional. The other observational hours shall
be spent in a manner that ensures a robust,
well rounded experience that exposes the
students to a variety of aspects of medical
care and health care administration.

(D) Each session shall provide a diverse
clinical observation experience.

(d) STUDENTS.—

(1) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall select
to participate in the pilot program under
subsection (a) students who are—

(A) nationals of the United States;

(B) enrolled in an accredited program of
study at an institution of higher education;
and

(C) referred by their institution of higher
education following an internal application
process.

(2) PRIORITY.—In making such selection,
the Secretary shall give priority to each of
the following five categories of students:

(A) Students who, at the time of the com-
pletion of their secondary education, resided
in a health professional shortage area (as de-
fined in section 332 of the Public Health
Service Act (42 U.S.C. 254e)).

(B) First generation college students (as
defined in section 402A(h)(3) of the Higher
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067q(a))).

(C) Students who have been referred by mi-
nority-serving institutions (as defined in sec-
tion 371(a) of the Higher Education Act of
1965 (20 U.S.C. 1067q(a))).

(D) Veterans (as defined in section 101 of
title 38, United States Code).

(E) Students who indicate an intention to
specialize in a health professional occupa-
tion identified by the Inspector General of
the Department under section 7412 of title 38,
United States Code, as having a staffing
shortage.

(3) ASSIGNMENT TO MEDICAL CENTERS.—The
Secretary shall assign students selected
under paragraph (1) to medical centers se-
lected under subsection (b) without regard
for whether such medical centers have staff-
ing shortages in any health professional oc-
cupation pursuant to section 7412 of title 38,
United States Code.

(e) OTHER MATTERS.—In carrying out the
pilot program under this section, the Sec-
retary shall—

(1) establish a formal status to facilitate
the access to medical centers of the Depart-
ment by student observers participating in
the pilot program;

(2) establish standardized legal, privacy,
and ethical requirements for the student ob-
servers, including with respect to—

(A) ensuring that no student observer pro-
vides any care to patients while partici-
pating as an observer; and

(B) ensuring the suitability of a student to
participate in the pilot program to ensure
that the student poses no risk to patients;

(3) develop and implement a partnership
strategy with minority-serving institutions
to encourage referrals;

(4) create standardized procedures for stu-
dent observers;

(b) create an online information page about
the pilot program on the internet website of
the Department;

(6) publish on the online information page
created under paragraph (b) the locations of
such centers, and other information on the
pilot program, not later than 180 days before
the date on which applications are required
to be submitted by potential student observ-
ers;

(7) identify medical centers and specific
health professionals participating in the
pilot program; and

(8) notify the Committees on Veterans’ Af-
fairs of the House of Representatives and the
Senate of the medical centers selected under

July 24, 2018

subsection (c) within 30 days of selection, to
facilitate program awareness.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after
the completion of the pilot program under
subsection (a), the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the
House of Representatives and the Senate a
report on the results of the pilot program,
including—

(1) the number and demographics of all ap-
plicants, those accepted to participate in the
pilot program, and those who completed the
pilot program; and

(2) if participating institutions of higher
education choose to administer satisfaction
surveys that assess the experience of those
who completed the pilot program, the results
of any such satisfaction surveys, provided at
the discretion of the institution of higher
education.

SEC. 4. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED.

No additional funds are authorized to be
appropriated to carry out the requirements
of this Act. Such requirements shall be car-
ried out using amounts otherwise authorized
to be appropriated.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. ROE) and the gentleman
from California (Mr. TAKANO) each will
control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Tennessee.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers have 5 legislative days to revise
and extend their remarks and insert
extraneous material.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Tennessee?

There was no objection.

Mr. ROE of Tennessee. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support
of H.R. 2787, as amended, the Veterans-
Specific Education for Tomorrow’s
Health Professionals Act. The bill
would create a pilot program to pro-
vide undergraduate students with a
clinical observation experience at the
Department of Veterans Affairs med-
ical centers.

The pilot would give prospective pro-
viders a window into the healthcare
profession that would help inform their
educational paths and careers. It would
also provide them an early introduc-
tion to both the VA healthcare system
and the medical conditions common
among our Nation’s veterans.

VA has a number of recruitment and
retention challenges, one of which is an
aging workforce that is increasingly
retirement eligible. Given that, it is
imperative that VA take every avail-
able opportunity to engage young clini-
cians and make a concerted effort to
attract them to a career serving vet-
erans within the VA healthcare sys-
tem.

This bill is sponsored by the Con-
gresswoman from Ohio, MARCY KAP-
TUR, and I appreciate her efforts. I urge
my colleagues to support this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.
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