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of statements last week, and then walking
back the walk backs, it’s impossible to keep
up, and his behavior warrants a fresh evalua-
tion of whether the President can be trusted
with the future of the United States.

His apologists will argue that the current
outery is just another attempt by moderates
and ‘‘establishment’” Republicans to dis-
credit the President. But what does this man
have to say or do for his supporters to finally
see that his actions are detrimental to the
country?

We must put aside the GOP label, as hard
as that may be, and demonstrate the leader-
ship our country needs.

Trump’s avowed respect for the word of a
dictator who has spent decades undermining
the U.S. and its allies is utterly dangerous.
Putin is not our ally. Despite the President’s
dismal attempt to change the narrative by
explaining that he misspoke in Helsinki, the
pattern is clear: As a candidate and as Presi-
dent, he has constantly praised Putin just as
he has constantly undercut the core of our
democracy: the courts, the media, and the
FBI. He has a history of discrediting mem-
bers of his own Cabinet and the agencies
they lead. These are not the actions of some-
one who should be navigating delicate diplo-
matic discussions and setting foreign policy.

If the President did genuinely misspeak on
Monday, it demonstrates his inability to ar-
ticulate accurately U.S. foreign policy at the
highest level, for the highest stakes. As the
leader of the free world—as ridiculous as
that title sounds when applied to Trump—his
words matter. If he cannot take his place at
a podium next to an adversarial foreign lead-
er and stand up for America’s interests and
principles, he should not be President.

Trump has alienated our true allies in Eu-
rope and undermined the United States’ rep-
utation as a consistent, reliable moral force
for good in the world. He disdains democ-
racies and admires dictatorships. What ap-
pears to matter to him is not what leaders
represent but how they flatter him. North
Korea’s Kim Jong Un and Putin have
cracked that code and fan Trump’s ego in a
way that respected heads of state do not.

Yet many Republicans continue to defend
him. In this election year, opposing Trump is
risky for GOP candidates. Invoking the need
to choose country over party is an overused
trope. But it is essential now.

The Republican majority in Congress can
fully implement promised sanctions against
Russia to show its opposition to Russia’s
meddling in our election. Putin needs eco-
nomic growth in Russia because it benefits
the oligarchy. Tougher, tangible sanctions
would weaken him and hurt those who ben-
efit from his power. House Speaker PAUL
RYAN indicated earlier this week that addi-
tional sanctions were on the table. This
would be a start.

Congress can also ensure that the Robert
S. Mueller, III, investigation is not com-
promised. Any interference in it after this
week should raise many red flags. The spe-
cial counsel and his team, who, despite the
President’s attacks, show every sign of unbi-
ased professionalism, need to finish their
work without tampering.

Finally, even if the Russian efforts to un-
dermine State voting systems were unsuc-
cessful in 2016, this is a vulnerability that
may be exploited in the future. With the help
of Congress, States must strengthen their
processes and security to stop future med-
dling from Russia or other foreign actors.

Republican voters, including those who
supported Donald Trump, have the obliga-
tion to demand action from their elected of-
ficials. Vocal opposition is expected from
Democrats, but it is Republicans’ dis-
approval that will have the most sway on
Capitol Hill and at the White House.
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Those Members of the party in Congress
who have stood up to the President should be
commended. More must follow, with more
than private talk and tepid tweets. Only bold
leadership can put the United States back on
a path that values freedom and democracy,
and truly puts America first.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 35
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

————
0 1200
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER
Imam Seyed Ali Ghazvini, Islamic
Cultural Center of Fresno, Fresno,

California, offered the following pray-
er:

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim, in the
name of God, the compassionate, the
merciful, Almighty God, I thank You
for having led me to this great Nation,
whose history of welcoming immi-
grants makes it possible for me to give
today’s prayer. I thank You for inspir-
ing our Founding Fathers and the gov-
ernments that followed to acknowledge
civil liberties and minority rights.

I ask You, God, to bless the Members
of this Hall, and I pray that You con-
tinue to inspire our elected officials so
that their decisions meet Your ap-
proval. I pray that You inspire them to
continue to uphold the democratic val-
ues of fairness and compassion that
have made our Nation great, so that no
one seeking refuge from war is banned
from stepping on our soil based on
faith affiliation or race, so that des-
perate families seeking refuge are not
separated.

God, empower our lawmakers to pro-
mote peace, starting in our own cities
and emanating to the rest of the world.

Amen.

————
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman
from Illinois (Mr. SCHNEIDER) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge
of Allegiance.

Mr. SCHNEIDER led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
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lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

WELCOMING IMAM SEYED ALI
GHAZVINI

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentleman from California (Mr.
CosTA) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
and it is my honor and privilege to wel-
come Imam Ghazvini as the guest
chaplain to the United States House of
Representatives.

For the past 14 years, Seyed Ali
Ghazvini has served as imam, or spir-
itual leader, of the Islamic Cultural
Center in Fresno, a very important Is-
lamic center in the San Joaquin Val-
ley.

In addition to leading prayers and
Qur’anic study, the Imam Ghazvini has
distinguished himself as a prominent,
prominent community Ileader. Since
the beginning of his ministry, the
imam has worked intently to facilitate
meaningful interfaith dialogue and un-
derstanding throughout the valley,
among all religions.

As the co-chair of the Interfaith Alli-
ance of Central California, he has
brought together numerous religious
and social justice organizations to host
mixed-faith events and spread toler-
ance and inclusivity throughout the
San Joaquin Valley. I know because 1
have had the wonderful pleasure and
honor to participate.

It has been with great honor, again,
that many of us who have been able to
participate in these interdenomina-
tional meetings have witnessed a re-
newed commitment to social justice
firsthand. I urge my colleagues to wel-
come me in joining him and in thank-
ing him this morning for his opening
prayer.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
NORMAN). The Chair will entertain up
to 15 further requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

———

PLANO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
AWARDED 2018 CHAMBER OF THE
YEAR

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr.
Speaker, I am proud to say that the
cities of north Texas are frequently
named some of the best places to live
in the whole country. Of course, this is
no surprise to the folks who live there.

There are many reasons that north
Texas continues to draw people and
businesses to the area. These reasons
include good schools and low taxes, but
people are also attracted to our busi-
ness-friendly environment. In fact, just
last week, the Plano Chamber of Com-
merce was nationally recognized as the
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2018 Chamber of the Year. Now, that
has to be outstanding.

I want to congratulate Jamee Jolly,
the president of the Plano Chamber, as
well as the entire Plano Chamber of
Commerce team, for all your hard work
to make our business community such
a thriving success.

God bless you, and I salute you.

————
PALESTINIAN CHILDREN

(Ms. McCOLLUM asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. McCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, over
the past decade, Congress has provided
Israel with more than $30 billion in se-
curity assistance. Israel’s security is
important, but according to UNICEF,
Israel is the only country in the world
that systematically uses its military
to arrest, interrogate, and imprison
children—Palestinian children—some
as young as 12 years old. Countless
cases of mistreatment, solitary con-
finement, and forced confessions have
been documented by Amnesty Inter-
national, Human Rights Watch, and
our own State Department.

We must ensure that no U.S. tax dol-
lars are supporting the mistreatment
and abuse of Palestinian children. I
urge my colleagues to cosponsor H.R.
4391, a bill to prohibit U.S. funds from
supporting Israel’s violent military de-
tention and abuse of Palestinian chil-
dren.

This abuse must stop. Peace in the
Middle East can be achieved only by
ensuring Israel’s security, respecting
human rights, and promoting equality
and justice for all Palestinians.

————

U.S. INSTITUTE OF PEACE PLAYS
CRITICAL ROLE IN CONFLICT
RESOLUTION
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today at 12:30, the U.S.
Institute of Peace will offer an edu-
cational briefing for Members and staff
on the Institute’s role in reducing vio-
lent conflict abroad. As a strong sup-
porter of the U.S. Institute of Peace, 1
am pleased to welcome President
Nancy Lindborg to the Hill today. She
will explain the history and relevance
of the Institute’s congressional mission
and how it helps our country find non-
violent solutions to international con-
flicts.

President Lindborg will provide an
update on the Institute’s programs and
how its training and educational func-
tions are building long-term capacities
for nonviolent conflict resolution that
help countries solve their own prob-
lems. She will be joined by colleagues,
who will provide policy updates and ex-
plain how the Institute’s efforts are
having an impact in both Africa and
the Middle East.
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In 1984, the U.S. Institute of Peace
was created by Congress as an inde-
pendent, nonpartisan institute to pre-

vent, mitigate, and resolve violent
international conflict.
Mr. Speaker, conflict management

and resolution skills are essential in
today’s volatile international security
environment, and I am grateful for the
Institute’s work.

———

HOLD SUDAN ACCOUNTABLE FOR
THE MURDER OF JOHN GRAN-
VILLE

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute.)

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr.
Speaker, I have proudly stood before
this House on many occasions to honor
the life and legacy of south Buffalo na-
tive John Granville. John was a young
diplomat with the United States Agen-
cy for International Development and,

tragically, was murdered by Islamic
extremists in Khartoum, Sudan, in
2008.

At the time of his death, John was
working with the people of South
Sudan to prepare them for elections
and their eventual independence as the
newest country in the world in 2011.

A decade after John’s death, the
Granville family is still fighting the
international justice system to hold
the Government of Sudan accountable
for his death.

The Trump administration’s Depart-
ment of State is now considering re-
moving Sudan from the list of state-
sponsored terrorists. If the State De-
partment allows for that removal, Su-
dan’s responsibility for John’s death
and the escape of his convicted mur-
derers must be a condition for the
State Department’s action in this mat-
ter.

———

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF EASTON
AIRPORT

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARRIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to congratulate the Easton/
Newnam Field Airport on its 756th anni-
versary. Easton Airport on Maryland’s
Eastern Shore is a fixture in the Talbot
County community and celebrates a
rich and patriotic history.

Originally constructed by the mili-
tary during World War II, the Easton
Airport was used as one of the hun-
dreds of bases for military planes pa-
trolling the East Coast for Nazi sub-
marines. After the war, the Federal
Government sold the Easton Airport,
and others like it, to the local jurisdic-
tions in which they were located for
just $1.

Since the end of World War II, the
Easton Airport has grown to be one of
the busiest general aviation facilities
in Maryland, serving local businesses,
the military, corporate pilots, and
aviation enthusiasts.
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Congratulations to the Easton Air-
port on this tremendous anniversary,
and cheers to another 75 years of serv-
ing Talbot County, the State of Mary-
land, and the United States of Amer-
ica.

———
ELECTION SECURITY LETTER

(Mr. SCHNEIDER asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SCHNEIDER. Mr. Speaker, ear-
lier this month, Special Counsel Robert
Mueller indicted 12 Russian intel-
ligence operatives for their activities
hacking Democratic email and com-
puter networks during the 2016 elec-
tion.

In Illinois, our State Board of Elec-
tions was also targeted and its voter
registration database breached. Data
on tens of thousands of Illinois voters
was taken. This breach and the taking
of voter data is an unacceptable, mali-
cious attack on our Nation and its peo-
ple.

We must not only hold the attackers
accountable; we need to ensure that at-
tacks on our next election are defended
against. Personally, I have met with
county clerks for the district I rep-
resent, and I know they are taking ac-
tion, treating this threat seriously.

We need to ensure that our Federal
Government is responding with the
same level of urgency. That is why,
today, I led my Illinois colleagues in a
letter requesting a briefing from the
Department of Justice on their elec-
tion security efforts in our State.

Protecting the integrity of our elec-
tion is fundamental to our democracy.
I urge the Department of Justice to
work with Illinois to secure our elec-
tion infrastructure and prepare for this
serious national threat.

——————

ABIY AHMED ALI REVIVES
ETHIOPIAN REFORMS

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, Ethiopian Prime Minister Dr.
Abiy Ahmed Ali has made positive
changes in the country since his April
inauguration. Prime Minister Ali has
released thousands of political pris-
oners and ended a state of emergency.

Critically, Dr. Abiy has stated that
Ethiopia will fully comply with the Al-
giers Agreement, the peace agreement
signed for the formal end of the war of
12 years between HEthiopia and Eritrea,
which, gruesomely, has killed more
than 100,000 people.

Prime Minister Abiy’s leadership and
initiative to personally visit with the
Eritrean leadership and offer direct
airline routes has melted away a near-
ly 18-year cold war between the two
states.

The United States will continue to
support Prime Minister Abiy’s diplo-
matic outreach and reform, which will
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