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go the way of his recent NATO meet-
ing. Reports from his trade ambassador 
seem encouraging, but will this admin-
istration follow through on its prom-
ises to turn NAFTA into a job- 
insourcing deal? If his promise to fix 
healthcare or promises that the GOP 
tax giveaway to the top 1 percent 
would raise wages is any indication, 
then count me as a sceptic. 

Since NAFTA’s passage in 1993, there 
has not been a single year in which our 
Nation has achieved a trade balance 
with Mexico or Canada. These massive 
billion-dollar trade deficits power the 
harmful push of living-wage jobs be-
yond our borders and reduction in our 
wages. This low wage race to the bot-
tom pits our workers against those 
making poverty-level wages in other 
nations. 

Talk is cheap, Mr. President. In Ohio, 
people judge people by their actions. 
Words aren’t enough to help working 
families. Our workers and the middle 
class that powers this country should 
not be the victim of an ill-thought-out 
trade war or attacks on our allies. 

President Trump, listen to the people 
in places like Ohio, in both the indus-
trial and agricultural sectors. Listen to 
the voters who took a chance on you 
because of trade. More trade chaos is 
not the path we were promised. 

Renegotiate a NAFTA that will re-
sult in trade balances, insourcing of 
jobs to this country with higher paying 
jobs in our country and rising wages 
for our workers, and with continental 
efforts to gain stability working with 
our trade partners in both Canada and 
Mexico. That is what a renegotiated 
NAFTA should look like. Let’s hope we 
get it. 

f 

RECOGNIZING PAUL KRUSS AND 
HUSSAIN MOHAMMED 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to congratulate Paul Kruss 
and Hussain Mohammed on their re-
cent recognition by Boys Town Jeru-
salem. 

Paul and Mo are the proprietors of 
Mo’s Bagels and Deli located in beau-
tiful south Florida. Although some 
may know these two for serving up 
some of the best bagels and lox in 
Aventura, many know them for their 
world-class philanthropy and commu-
nity involvement. 

Most recently, Paul and Mo have 
joined forces to support Boys Town Je-
rusalem, a phenomenal academic insti-
tution transforming the lives of dis-
advantaged boys into productive mem-
bers of Israeli society. 

Whether it be involvement in local 
causes at home or ensuring success for 
the next generations abroad, Paul and 
Mo’s dedication and commitment to 
helping those who need it the most is 
unwavering. Paul Kruss and Hussain 
Mohammed are champions of noble 

causes, champions for Israel, and 
champions for our south Florida com-
munity. 

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud of the 
work accomplished by Paul and by Mo, 
and I congratulate them on this much- 
deserved recognition by Boys Town Je-
rusalem. 

Mazel tov, amigos. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THOIS KIEL AND 
MARGARET YAEGER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize two exceptional 
members of our community in Bucks 
County, Pennsylvania, who are work-
ing to make life better for homeless 
youth throughout our community. 

Thois Kiel and Margaret Yaeger, resi-
dents of Neshaminy Manor Nursing 
Home, both decided to create a commu-
nity outreach project in order to give 
back to those in need. Working to-
gether, they knit a large red and black 
afghan one square at a time before con-
necting them and presenting it to Rob-
ert ‘‘Woody’’ Wood of the Synergy 
Project of Bucks County, an organiza-
tion that seeks to assist and counsel 
homeless youth and young adults. 

Mr. Speaker, we commend Thois and 
Margaret for their compassion for our 
community’s most vulnerable members 
and for their work to improve lives 
with such a personal touch. 

I would also like to thank Neshaminy 
Manor’s assistant director of activities, 
Heather O’Donnell, for all of her work 
in facilitating outreach projects, and 
Woody Wood for his work in bettering 
the lives of homeless youth in our com-
munity. 

RECOGNIZING BACKYARD BEANS COFFEE 
COMPANY 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a small business 
in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
that was recently recognized as Busi-
ness of the Month by the Lansdale Bor-
ough Council. 

Backyard Beans Coffee Company 
started in the backyard of co-owners 
Matt and Laura Adams with only a 
Weber grill and one goal in mind: to 
create high-quality, dynamic coffee 
and coffee products. 

Located on West Main Street in 
Lansdale, Backyard Beans Coffee takes 
community responsibility personally 
and works diligently to ensure it is 
using products that are not only 
sourced responsibly and ethically but 
that also promote sustainability. 

To date, Backyard Beans’ popular 
roasts, which source beans from Cen-
tral America, Africa, South America, 
and Asia, are sold in nearly 100 res-
taurants and retail locations, along 
with regional farmers’ markets. 

I applaud Matt and Laura for con-
tributing to an already thriving com-
munity of businesses in Montgomery 
County, and we congratulate Backyard 

Beans Coffee Company on their rec-
ognition as Business of the Month. 

RECOGNIZING BENT METAL CUSTOMS 

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize a small business 
in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania, 
that was recently recognized as Busi-
ness of the Month by the Lansdale Bor-
ough Council. 

Bent Metal Customs, located on West 
Third Street in Lansdale, was founded 
in 2002 in Hatfield before moving to its 
current, larger location. A classic car 
restoration shop, Bent Metal Customs 
specializes in vehicle customization 
and restoration. 

b 1030 

Bent Metal Customs has influenced 
the motor vehicle industry in Mont-
gomery County and beyond. Publica-
tions, such as Street Trucks, Chevy 
High Performance, and Diesel World, 
have all featured the work of Bent 
Metal Customs. The quality work of its 
employees has drawn customers from 
as far as Michigan and Florida, and is 
even showcased yearly at an auto show 
in Las Vegas, Nevada. 

I would like to recognize Bent Metal 
Customs’ owner, Justin Brenner, for 
this distinction, and thank him and the 
entire Bent Metal Customs family for 
their contributions to our local econ-
omy and community. 

f 

PRESIDENT TRUMP MUST STEP 
DOWN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
New Hampshire (Ms. SHEA-PORTER) for 
5 minutes. 

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to read an op-ed from 
former EPA Administrator Christine 
Todd Whitman, who worked for Rich-
ard Nixon and George Bush: 

President Trump’s disgraceful performance 
in Helsinki, Finland, and, in the days since, 
is an indication that he is not fit to remain 
in office. Trump’s 2016 ‘‘America First’’ plat-
form might be more aptly named ‘‘Russia 
First’’ after the disaster that occurred last 
week. 

Trump’s turn toward Russia is indefen-
sible. I am a lifelong Republican. I have cam-
paigned and won as a member of the party, 
and I have served more than one Republican 
President. My Republican colleagues—once 
rightfully critical of President Obama’s en-
gagement strategy with Russia leader Vladi-
mir Putin—have to end their willful igno-
rance of the damage Trump is doing, both 
domestically and internationally. We must 
put aside the GOP label, as hard as that may 
be, and demonstrate the leadership our coun-
try needs by calling on the President to step 
down. 

Trump’s sycophantic relationship with 
Putin is unsurprising given his previous 
comments about Russia and its dictator. 
What is shocking is how long he has pos-
sessed, and disregarded, hard evidence of 
Putin’s direct role in undermining our elec-
tions. According to New York Times report-
ing, he saw dispositive emails and texts early 
in January 2017. 

Trump’s repeated public dismissals of the 
intelligence coming from his own deputies is 
deeply disturbing. Along with his walk back 
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of statements last week, and then walking 
back the walk backs, it’s impossible to keep 
up, and his behavior warrants a fresh evalua-
tion of whether the President can be trusted 
with the future of the United States. 

His apologists will argue that the current 
outcry is just another attempt by moderates 
and ‘‘establishment’’ Republicans to dis-
credit the President. But what does this man 
have to say or do for his supporters to finally 
see that his actions are detrimental to the 
country? 

We must put aside the GOP label, as hard 
as that may be, and demonstrate the leader-
ship our country needs. 

Trump’s avowed respect for the word of a 
dictator who has spent decades undermining 
the U.S. and its allies is utterly dangerous. 
Putin is not our ally. Despite the President’s 
dismal attempt to change the narrative by 
explaining that he misspoke in Helsinki, the 
pattern is clear: As a candidate and as Presi-
dent, he has constantly praised Putin just as 
he has constantly undercut the core of our 
democracy: the courts, the media, and the 
FBI. He has a history of discrediting mem-
bers of his own Cabinet and the agencies 
they lead. These are not the actions of some-
one who should be navigating delicate diplo-
matic discussions and setting foreign policy. 

If the President did genuinely misspeak on 
Monday, it demonstrates his inability to ar-
ticulate accurately U.S. foreign policy at the 
highest level, for the highest stakes. As the 
leader of the free world—as ridiculous as 
that title sounds when applied to Trump—his 
words matter. If he cannot take his place at 
a podium next to an adversarial foreign lead-
er and stand up for America’s interests and 
principles, he should not be President. 

Trump has alienated our true allies in Eu-
rope and undermined the United States’ rep-
utation as a consistent, reliable moral force 
for good in the world. He disdains democ-
racies and admires dictatorships. What ap-
pears to matter to him is not what leaders 
represent but how they flatter him. North 
Korea’s Kim Jong Un and Putin have 
cracked that code and fan Trump’s ego in a 
way that respected heads of state do not. 

Yet many Republicans continue to defend 
him. In this election year, opposing Trump is 
risky for GOP candidates. Invoking the need 
to choose country over party is an overused 
trope. But it is essential now. 

The Republican majority in Congress can 
fully implement promised sanctions against 
Russia to show its opposition to Russia’s 
meddling in our election. Putin needs eco-
nomic growth in Russia because it benefits 
the oligarchy. Tougher, tangible sanctions 
would weaken him and hurt those who ben-
efit from his power. House Speaker PAUL 
RYAN indicated earlier this week that addi-
tional sanctions were on the table. This 
would be a start. 

Congress can also ensure that the Robert 
S. Mueller, III, investigation is not com-
promised. Any interference in it after this 
week should raise many red flags. The spe-
cial counsel and his team, who, despite the 
President’s attacks, show every sign of unbi-
ased professionalism, need to finish their 
work without tampering. 

Finally, even if the Russian efforts to un-
dermine State voting systems were unsuc-
cessful in 2016, this is a vulnerability that 
may be exploited in the future. With the help 
of Congress, States must strengthen their 
processes and security to stop future med-
dling from Russia or other foreign actors. 

Republican voters, including those who 
supported Donald Trump, have the obliga-
tion to demand action from their elected of-
ficials. Vocal opposition is expected from 
Democrats, but it is Republicans’ dis-
approval that will have the most sway on 
Capitol Hill and at the White House. 

Those Members of the party in Congress 
who have stood up to the President should be 
commended. More must follow, with more 
than private talk and tepid tweets. Only bold 
leadership can put the United States back on 
a path that values freedom and democracy, 
and truly puts America first. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 35 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Imam Seyed Ali Ghazvini, Islamic 
Cultural Center of Fresno, Fresno, 
California, offered the following pray-
er: 

Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim, in the 
name of God, the compassionate, the 
merciful, Almighty God, I thank You 
for having led me to this great Nation, 
whose history of welcoming immi-
grants makes it possible for me to give 
today’s prayer. I thank You for inspir-
ing our Founding Fathers and the gov-
ernments that followed to acknowledge 
civil liberties and minority rights. 

I ask You, God, to bless the Members 
of this Hall, and I pray that You con-
tinue to inspire our elected officials so 
that their decisions meet Your ap-
proval. I pray that You inspire them to 
continue to uphold the democratic val-
ues of fairness and compassion that 
have made our Nation great, so that no 
one seeking refuge from war is banned 
from stepping on our soil based on 
faith affiliation or race, so that des-
perate families seeking refuge are not 
separated. 

God, empower our lawmakers to pro-
mote peace, starting in our own cities 
and emanating to the rest of the world. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from Illinois (Mr. SCHNEIDER) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. SCHNEIDER led the Pledge of 
Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-

lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING IMAM SEYED ALI 
GHAZVINI 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
COSTA) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 

and it is my honor and privilege to wel-
come Imam Ghazvini as the guest 
chaplain to the United States House of 
Representatives. 

For the past 14 years, Seyed Ali 
Ghazvini has served as imam, or spir-
itual leader, of the Islamic Cultural 
Center in Fresno, a very important Is-
lamic center in the San Joaquin Val-
ley. 

In addition to leading prayers and 
Qur’anic study, the Imam Ghazvini has 
distinguished himself as a prominent, 
prominent community leader. Since 
the beginning of his ministry, the 
imam has worked intently to facilitate 
meaningful interfaith dialogue and un-
derstanding throughout the valley, 
among all religions. 

As the co-chair of the Interfaith Alli-
ance of Central California, he has 
brought together numerous religious 
and social justice organizations to host 
mixed-faith events and spread toler-
ance and inclusivity throughout the 
San Joaquin Valley. I know because I 
have had the wonderful pleasure and 
honor to participate. 

It has been with great honor, again, 
that many of us who have been able to 
participate in these interdenomina-
tional meetings have witnessed a re-
newed commitment to social justice 
firsthand. I urge my colleagues to wel-
come me in joining him and in thank-
ing him this morning for his opening 
prayer. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
NORMAN). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

PLANO CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
AWARDED 2018 CHAMBER OF THE 
YEAR 

(Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I am proud to say that the 
cities of north Texas are frequently 
named some of the best places to live 
in the whole country. Of course, this is 
no surprise to the folks who live there. 

There are many reasons that north 
Texas continues to draw people and 
businesses to the area. These reasons 
include good schools and low taxes, but 
people are also attracted to our busi-
ness-friendly environment. In fact, just 
last week, the Plano Chamber of Com-
merce was nationally recognized as the 
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