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and international partners to continue
to apply pressure on the totalitarian
state of Russia to uphold its obliga-
tions, and it reaffirms U.S. support for
these three nations integrating into
the European Union.

This implies that Georgia, Ukraine,
and Moldova must also meet their obli-
gations under EU association agree-
ments to commit first and foremost to
meaningful progress on economic re-
forms, strengthening democratic insti-
tutions, combating corruption, build-
ing independent judicial systems, and
holding to the rule of law.

This resolution marks our shared
commitment to democracy in these
great countries to be united to stand
against Putin’s aggression.

Freedom-loving countries must stop
the Russian bear and Putin’s desire to
be czar of a new Putinland. As John F.
Kennedy said many years ago: ‘‘Let
every nation know, whether it wishes
us well or ill, that we shall pay any
price, bear any burden, meet any hard-
ship, support any friend, oppose any foe
to assure the survival and success of
liberty.”

And that is just the way it is.

———

UNDERMINING INSURANCE IN THE
MARKETPLACE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. GALLEGO) for 5 minutes.

Mr. GALLEGO. Mr. Speaker, I want
to speak about a brave young woman,
an Arizonan named Vanessa Ramirez.

When she was just 23 years old,
Vanessa received a devastating diag-
nosis. Doctors told her that she had
ovarian cancer, yet Vanessa refused to
put her dreams on hold. She somehow
managed to fit in chemotherapy ses-
sions between her classes at Arizona
State.

Eventually, Vanessa pulled through.
She beat cancer, and, today, she has
two happy, healthy kids.

Vanessa has overcome a lot in her
young life, but thanks to the Afford-
able Care Act, there is one challenge
she won’t be forced to endure: going
without health insurance.

Despite her preexisting condition,
Vanessa was able to purchase an af-
fordable plan through the ObamaCare
marketplace. Her children are also cov-
ered under KidsCare, our State’s Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program. How-
ever, if Donald Trump gets his way,
Vanessa’s story soon could take a sad
turn.

Having abolished the individual man-
date, Republican State attorneys gen-
eral, backed by President Trump, are
now arguing in court that rules prohib-
iting insurers from charging higher
rates on the basis of a preexisting con-
dition or even denying coverage com-
pletely should be ruled unconstitu-
tional.

The mandate is so central to
ObamaCare, Republicans claim that,
without it, the courts should simply
throw out the whole Affordable Care
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Act altogether. Their arguments are
clearly baseless. But if Republicans
succeed, millions of Americans like
Vanessa could quickly lose their cov-
erage.

Of course, that is not all the Trump
administration is doing to undermine
the Affordable Care Act. President
Trump blocked cost-sharing reduction
payments to insurers, sending shock
waves of uncertainty through insur-
ance markets across the Nation and
raising costs for consumers in pre-
miums. Trump also cut open-enroll-
ment periods and slashed funding to
help Americans sign up for insurance.

Trump and the GOP don’t care about
the people they are hurting. His only
objective is to erase the legacy of his
predecessor.

Mr. Speaker, no issue crystalizes the
differences between our two political
parties like this one. Democrats don’t
think your insurance company should
be allowed to drop you because you get
sick. Democrats don’t believe you
should go bankrupt and lose your home
simply because you get in an accident.
Democrats are committed to the belief
that healthcare is a right, not a privi-
lege, for every single American.

On the other hand, Republicans want
to turn back the clock to a time when
a minor diagnosis could lead to the loss
of coverage, when young people were
kicked off their parents’ plan as soon
as they turned 18, when simply being a
woman somehow qualified as a pre-
existing condition. That is not right.

Mr. Speaker, Republicans couldn’t
repeal the Affordable Care Act in Con-
gress. Now they are just trying to sabo-
tage it from the White House, and mil-
lions of Americans, like Vanessa Rami-
rez, could lose access to lifesaving care
as a result. We can’t allow that to hap-
pen.

——————

HONORING DAVID ALEXANDER
HOGUE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
South Carolina (Mr. NORMAN) for 5
minutes.

Mr. NORMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor and privilege to recognize a true
American, David Alexander Hogue.
David is the son of Grady and Dovie
Hogue, born in 1946 in Blacksburg,
South Carolina. He attended
Blacksburg public schools and was
elected president of his high school
senior class.

He then enrolled at the University of
South Carolina School of Pharmacy,
where he graduated in 1970. After work-
ing in a drugstore in York, South Caro-
lina, and Cherokee drug store in
Gaffney, South Carolina, he returned
to Blacksburg, where he became the
owner of Iron City Pharmacy, which
was a 7b-year-old business.

Among his many accomplishments,
he formed the Iron City Band where he
played piano and toured the entire
Southeast with his band. As a member
of the Blacksburg First Baptist
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Church, he was a member of the choir;
he was a deacon; he was a trustee; and
he was chairman of his Sunday school
class.

In 1989, David entered the political
arena, where he was elected to the
Blacksburg City Council, where he was
appointed mayor pro tempore. He was
then appointed mayor by then-Gov-
ernor Carroll Campbell after his prede-
cessor was removed from office, and he
won a special election for mayor in
June of 1990, where he has served hon-
orably for the last 28 years.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to recog-
nize, in the 115th session of Congress, a
true American, David Alexander
Hogue.

————

RESHAPE TRADE DEALS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, on the
important economic challenge of re-
negotiating NAFTA, once again, the
Trump administration is leading us
down a chaotic and unstable path. Our
Nation must fix bad trade deals to cre-
ate good jobs and stop the wage race to
the bottom.

President Trump is taking a ‘‘shoot
first, ask questions later’ approach. It
reminds me of his recent backward
walk of words diminishing our NATO
allies and his brash capitulating per-
formance in Helsinki.

Closer to home, our continent has a
once-in-a-generation opportunity to re-
shape our trade deals that have re-
sulted in lowered wages for the Amer-
ican people. Starting with NAFTA, we
must re-create agreements that raise
wages and lift up workers in our Na-
tion and across the world.

Current trade deals exact huge prof-
its for transnational companies that
outsource jobs but continue the race to
the bottom on wages for workers. So
far, Trump’s unsteady actions on trade
just create more chaos, with businesses
putting hiring plans on hold or scaling
back whole projects because of their
confusion about tariffs. Is his trade
rhetoric producing a good outcome for
the American people or is it just con-
tinuing the red ink of worse trade defi-
cits, suppressed wages, and rising costs
for consumers?

According to the PayScale Index, the
paychecks of working Americans have
fallen 1.4 percent just since 2017 when
you adjust for the rising costs of essen-
tials 1like healthcare, prescription
drugs, gas, and groceries. In fact, wages
have fallen, actually, 9.3 percent since
2006, as costs go up and up and up but
wages stay flat or go down for so many
families.

This is not what the American people
were promised. They were promised
bigger paychecks, more reshoring of
jobs—remember Carrier in Indiana—
better trade deals, and a President who
was on their side. So far, we have just
unfulfilled promises and confusion.

NAFTA negotiations press on, but
there is concern President Trump will
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go the way of his recent NATO meet-
ing. Reports from his trade ambassador
seem encouraging, but will this admin-
istration follow through on its prom-
ises to turn NAFTA into a job-
insourcing deal? If his promise to fix
healthcare or promises that the GOP
tax giveaway to the top 1 percent
would raise wages is any indication,
then count me as a sceptic.

Since NAFTA’s passage in 1993, there
has not been a single year in which our
Nation has achieved a trade balance
with Mexico or Canada. These massive
billion-dollar trade deficits power the
harmful push of living-wage jobs be-
yond our borders and reduction in our
wages. This low wage race to the bot-
tom pits our workers against those
making poverty-level wages in other
nations.

Talk is cheap, Mr. President. In Ohio,
people judge people by their actions.
Words aren’t enough to help working
families. Our workers and the middle
class that powers this country should
not be the victim of an ill-thought-out
trade war or attacks on our allies.

President Trump, listen to the people
in places like Ohio, in both the indus-
trial and agricultural sectors. Listen to
the voters who took a chance on you
because of trade. More trade chaos is
not the path we were promised.

Renegotiate a NAFTA that will re-
sult in trade balances, insourcing of
jobs to this country with higher paying
jobs in our country and rising wages
for our workers, and with continental
efforts to gain stability working with
our trade partners in both Canada and
Mexico. That is what a renegotiated
NAFTA should look like. Let’s hope we
get it.

———

RECOGNIZING PAUL KRUSS AND
HUSSAIN MOHAMMED

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Florida (Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker,
today I rise to congratulate Paul Kruss
and Hussain Mohammed on their re-
cent recognition by Boys Town Jeru-
salem.

Paul and Mo are the proprietors of
Mo’s Bagels and Deli located in beau-
tiful south Florida. Although some
may know these two for serving up
some of the best bagels and lox in
Aventura, many know them for their
world-class philanthropy and commu-
nity involvement.

Most recently, Paul and Mo have
joined forces to support Boys Town Je-
rusalem, a phenomenal academic insti-
tution transforming the lives of dis-
advantaged boys into productive mem-
bers of Israeli society.

Whether it be involvement in local
causes at home or ensuring success for
the next generations abroad, Paul and
Mo’s dedication and commitment to
helping those who need it the most is
unwavering. Paul Kruss and Hussain
Mohammed are champions of noble
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causes, champions for Israel, and
champions for our south Florida com-
munity.

Mr. Speaker, I am so proud of the
work accomplished by Paul and by Mo,
and I congratulate them on this much-
deserved recognition by Boys Town Je-
rusalem.

Mazel tov, amigos.

———

RECOGNIZING THOIS KIEL AND
MARGARET YAEGER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize two exceptional
members of our community in Bucks
County, Pennsylvania, who are work-
ing to make life better for homeless
youth throughout our community.

Thois Kiel and Margaret Yaeger, resi-
dents of Neshaminy Manor Nursing
Home, both decided to create a commu-
nity outreach project in order to give
back to those in need. Working to-
gether, they knit a large red and black
afghan one square at a time before con-
necting them and presenting it to Rob-
ert “Woody” Wood of the Synergy
Project of Bucks County, an organiza-
tion that seeks to assist and counsel
homeless youth and young adults.

Mr. Speaker, we commend Thois and
Margaret for their compassion for our
community’s most vulnerable members
and for their work to improve lives
with such a personal touch.

I would also like to thank Neshaminy
Manor’s assistant director of activities,
Heather O’Donnell, for all of her work
in facilitating outreach projects, and
Woody Wood for his work in bettering
the lives of homeless youth in our com-
munity.

RECOGNIZING BACKYARD BEANS COFFEE
COMPANY

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize a small business
in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania,
that was recently recognized as Busi-
ness of the Month by the Lansdale Bor-
ough Council.

Backyard Beans Coffee Company
started in the backyard of co-owners
Matt and Laura Adams with only a
Weber grill and one goal in mind: to
create high-quality, dynamic coffee
and coffee products.

Located on West Main Street in
Lansdale, Backyard Beans Coffee takes
community responsibility personally
and works diligently to ensure it is
using products that are not only
sourced responsibly and ethically but
that also promote sustainability.

To date, Backyard Beans’ popular
roasts, which source beans from Cen-
tral America, Africa, South America,
and Asia, are sold in nearly 100 res-
taurants and retail locations, along
with regional farmers’ markets.

I applaud Matt and Laura for con-
tributing to an already thriving com-
munity of businesses in Montgomery
County, and we congratulate Backyard
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Beans Coffee Company on their rec-
ognition as Business of the Month.
RECOGNIZING BENT METAL CUSTOMS

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize a small business
in Montgomery County, Pennsylvania,
that was recently recognized as Busi-
ness of the Month by the Lansdale Bor-
ough Council.

Bent Metal Customs, located on West
Third Street in Lansdale, was founded
in 2002 in Hatfield before moving to its
current, larger location. A classic car
restoration shop, Bent Metal Customs
specializes in vehicle customization
and restoration.
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Bent Metal Customs has influenced
the motor vehicle industry in Mont-
gomery County and beyond. Publica-
tions, such as Street Trucks, Chevy
High Performance, and Diesel World,
have all featured the work of Bent
Metal Customs. The quality work of its
employees has drawn customers from
as far as Michigan and Florida, and is
even showcased yearly at an auto show
in Las Vegas, Nevada.

I would like to recognize Bent Metal
Customs’ owner, Justin Brenner, for
this distinction, and thank him and the
entire Bent Metal Customs family for
their contributions to our local econ-
omy and community.

———

PRESIDENT TRUMP MUST STEP
DOWN

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
New Hampshire (Ms. SHEA-PORTER) for
5 minutes.

Ms. SHEA-PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I
would like to read an op-ed from
former EPA Administrator Christine
Todd Whitman, who worked for Rich-
ard Nixon and George Bush:

President Trump’s disgraceful performance
in Helsinki, Finland, and, in the days since,
is an indication that he is not fit to remain
in office. Trump’s 2016 ‘‘America First’ plat-
form might be more aptly named ‘“Russia
First” after the disaster that occurred last
week.

Trump’s turn toward Russia is indefen-
sible. I am a lifelong Republican. I have cam-
paigned and won as a member of the party,
and I have served more than one Republican
President. My Republican colleagues—once
rightfully critical of President Obama’s en-
gagement strategy with Russia leader Vladi-
mir Putin—have to end their willful igno-
rance of the damage Trump is doing, both
domestically and internationally. We must
put aside the GOP label, as hard as that may
be, and demonstrate the leadership our coun-
try needs by calling on the President to step
down.

Trump’s sycophantic relationship with
Putin is unsurprising given his previous
comments about Russia and its dictator.
What is shocking is how long he has pos-
sessed, and disregarded, hard evidence of
Putin’s direct role in undermining our elec-
tions. According to New York Times report-
ing, he saw dispositive emails and texts early
in January 2017.

Trump’s repeated public dismissals of the
intelligence coming from his own deputies is
deeply disturbing. Along with his walk back
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